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RP stocks at 8-week 
high; Asian shares 
at record peaks 


| Pm not Abalos’ 
mistress, says woman 
By Kristine L. Alave 


SHE'S BEEN IN PUBLIC 
relations, but nothing 
prepared her for the im- 
age crisis that would 
befall her after being ex- 
posed in an explosive, 
televised hearing as the. 
* alleged mistress of 
Commission on Elec- 
tions Chair Benjamin 
Abalos. 
The single mother 
EVELYN Catherine whose name Sen. 
Silagon IMNOT/AIS 


Red-faced Miriam 


says sorry to China 
By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 
AN EMBARRASSED 
Sen. Miriam Defen- 
sor-Santiago yesterday 
apologized for saying 
| that China “invented 
corruption” during a 


heated hearing on 
RED-FACED/AS © 


Neri faces more grilling | 


He can provide 
GMAs direct link 
to NBN-Cayetano 


By Dona Z. Pazzibugan, 
ichael Lim Ubac 
and Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


ROMULO NERI IS NOT YET IN 
the clear, according to senators 
bent on getting the complete 
story of how.the Arroyo admin- 
istration came to approve the 
$329-million deal with China’s 
ZTE Corp. despite a purported 
bribe offer. 


Sen. Alan Peter Cayetano, chair of the blue 
ribbon committee, yesterday said he believed 
that the former director general of the Na- 
tional Economic and Development Authority 
could provide the missing piece in the story 
that would “directly link” President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo to the corruption scandal.. 

Cayetano, who heads the joint inquiry into 
the National Broadband Network (NBN) 
deal awarded to ZTE, said the blue ribbon, 
trade and defense committees would discuss 
on Monday how to challenge Neri's contin- 
ued invoking of executive privilege to evade 
questions on the President's involvement. 

If the senators are not convinced that 
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Roxas calls deal 
*overpriced 
intercom facility’ 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 
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ALL THE WORLD'S A STAGE for a beaming President Arroyo at the Clinton Global Initiative (CGI). Ms Arroyo has plenty to be giddy about as ex-President Bill 
Clinton introduces her with lavish praise as a head of state and a classmate at Georgetown University during the CGI opening plenary at the Sheraton New York 
Hotel. H. Lee Scott, president/CEO of Wal-Mart, and World Bank president Robert Zoelick are in the middie. MALACANANG PHOTO 


FROM BROADBAND TO BROADWAY 


Clinton: Everybody is afraid of Gloria 


By Christine O. Avendaño GMA takes break; 
is entranced hy 
Lea in ‘Les Miz’ 
By Chris 


NEW YORK (VIA PLDT)—FORMER US 
President Bill Clinton on Wednesday ap- 
plauded President Macapagal-Arroyo's ef- 
forts at turning around her country's econo- 
my and said that in the Philippines "every- 
body is afraid of Gloria." 

Battered at home by controversies, Ms Ar- 
royo got a much-needed pat on the back at 
the Clinton Global Initiative (CGI), a high- 
profile forum set up in 2005 for global and 
business leaders to tackle the world’s major 
challenges. 

A giddy Ms Arroyo could not help but bask 
in Clinton's compliment, recounting it in a 
meeting with the Filipino community hours 
after the CGI forum. 

"Congratulations. The Philippines is hav- 
ing an economic renaissance," Ms Arroyo 

CUNTON/AI2 


SEN. MANUEL ROXAS III DOUBTS THE O. Avendano 


governments claim that the National 
Broadband Network (NBN) project would 
bring it substantial savings in telecommu- 
nication bills, saying the NBN was just an 
“overpriced intercom facility." 

“Basically what we are tying to save 
with this system is just the intercom, or 
government's communication with other 
government agencies but not its communi- 
cation with nongovernment agencies using 
private services,” Roxas said at the third 
Senate hearing on the $329-million con- 
tract for the NBN project awarded to Chi- 


NEW YORK (VIA PLDT)— 
For more than three hours on 
Wednesday, President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo put behind her 
broadband woes and other 
worldly problems and went 
to Broadway to enjoy Lea Sa- 
longa's performance in “Les 
Miserables.” 

Here for the 62nd session 
ofthe UN General Assembly, 
where she will speak on Fri- 

GMA TAKES/AI2 


SLEEPLESS IN NY: President Arroyo's flurry of must-dos included wat: 
Philippines’ pride, Lea Salonga, in “Les Miserables” on Broadway. They are 
flanked by Fil-Ams Adam Jacobs and Ali Ewolt who also play lead roles. 
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Only treason not basis for impeach rap vs Abalos 


By Norman Bordadora 


Man in eye 
of storm calm 


filed his impeachment complaint for the National Broadband Network main accuser, Jose "Joey" de Venecia 


‘and Christian V. Esguerra 


“ONLY TREASON WAS LEFT OUT OF 
‘all the possible grounds for impeach- 
ment under the Constitution. Its only 
because the country is not at war,” Iloi- 
lo Vice Gov. Rolex Suplico said as he 


MILITARY MIGHT stops monks in their tracks in Burma's largest city, Rangoon. The Buddhist 
priesthood, Burma's highest moral authority, is going head-to-head with the ruling junta. sees 


against Comelec Chair Benjamin Aba- 
los yesterday. 

Feeling the heat, Abalos yesterday 
asked Speaker Jose de Venecia Jr. to 
stay out of the impeachment com- 
plaint filed against him for allegedly 
brokering the $329-million contract 


(NBN) project. 

“I hope he won't interfere,” Abalos 
told reporters after appearing at a 
hearing in the House of Representa- 
tives on the proposed Comelec budget 
for next year. 

The Speaker is the father of Abalos’ 


TII, who has claimed that the Comelec 
chair offered him $10 million to with- 
draw his company's unsolicited pro- 

posal to undertake the NBN project. 
The Comelec chair pointed out yes- 
terday that the Speaker had "loyalists" 
ONLY TREASON AIO 


M Burma junta intensifies 
crackdown; monks defiant 


RANGOON-— SECURITY FORCES 
swept through Rangoon (Yangon) 
on Thursday, arresting hundreds 
of people and warning of “ex- 
treme” action in an intensified 
crackdown an protesters that 
drew international appeals to the 
military junta of Burma (Myan- 


mar) to exercise restraint. 
About 


ment protesters 


10,000 antigovern- 
faced 
against troops around the Bud- 
hist Sule pagoda to demon- 
strate their anger over early 


morning raids on Buddhist 
monasteries in which monks 
were beaten and arrested. 

After firing warning shots, the 
troops issued an ultimatum 
threatening “extreme action" 
unless the protesters dispersed. 
Thousands scattered in panic as 
security forces moved in and ar- 
rested at least 100 protesters. 

There were reports of tens of 
thousands more protesters in 
other parts of Burma's biggest 

BURMA AIT 


off 


morning after 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


THE MAN IN THE EYE OF THE 
storm was unexpectedly calm after a 
day of intense grilling at the Senate. 

Walking into Rooms 1 and 2 of the 
Mitra building, where his agency's pro- 
posed budget for 2008 was to be scru- 
tinized by the House, Commission on 
Elections Chair Benjamin Abalos Sr. 
appeared none the worse for wear. 

“You look relaxed,” noted Rep. Edcel 
Lagman, chair of the House committee 
on appropriations. 

Later, the 72-year-old Abalos told re- 
porters: “I know I have not committed 
any wrong. That's why I feel relaxed.” 

Yesterday's budget hearing, which 
took nearly four hours, was the con- 
cluding session before the proposed 
P1.227-trillion national budget is tack- 
led in plenary next week. 

Abalos appeared before Lagman's 
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Senate rejection of Jpepa seen 


Miriam says she may surrender on RP-Japan trade treaty 


Š By Dona Z. Pazzibugan 


AFTER THREE HEARINGS, THE PRO- 
posed trade treaty between the Philip- 
pines and Japan is on the verge of de- 
feat in the Senate after government of- 
ficials again failed to convince the sen- 
ators of the treatys benefits to the 
country. 

Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santiago, chair 
of the foreign relations committee, said 


yesterday she was considering not sub- 
mitting a committee report on the Japan- 
Philippines Economic Partnership Agree- 
ment (Jpepa) to the Senate plenary. 

She said if she had to submit a report, 
it would only recommend that the Senate 
not ratify the Jpepa. 

At yesterday's hearing, groups opposed 
to the treaty even managed to impress 
Ambassador to Japan Domingo Siazon. 

Siazon commended Junk Jpepa 


lawyer Golda Benjamin for her "excel- 
lent, thorough, articulate and well-re- 
searched" arguments that the treaty 
would promote the entry into the 
Philippines of toxic and other haz- 
ardous waste from Japan. 

Under Jpepa, the tarif rates for haz- 
ardous waste would be reduced to zero. 

Siazon, who flew back to Tokyo after 
the hearing, said the Philippines needed 
the support of a "technologically ad- 


vanced" country like Japan to deal with 
its own hazardous waste, 

Health Undersecretary Alexander 
Padilla, meanwhile, stunned the senators 
when he disproved the Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources’ 
claim that Japan would not export haz- 
ardous waste to the Philippines. 

Padilla said the Department of Health 
had “concerns” that the treaty would al- 
low for reciprocity, meaning that both the 


Philippines and Japan could export haz- 
ardous waste to each other 

“While we agree with the noble objec- 
tives of the Jpepa, we feel we do live in an 
imperfect world,” he said. 

Santiago told reporters during a 
break in the hearing: “If this were a box- 
ing match, I already gave the first two 
rounds to those against the Jpepa. To- 
day, I still give round three to those op- 
posed to the Jpepa." 


Enrile berates finance execs 


By Gil Cabacungan Jr. 


SEN. JUAN PONCE ENRILE YES- a 
terday berated the Department of 
Finance for illegally manipulating 
Sind tinkering with the excise tax on 
Sbarenes which could further un- 
Sdermine the governments lower- 


Xhan-expected collection from “sin 
ET 


D" Entle said the department vio- 
lated the law when it reduced the 
‘excise tax on the cigarette brand 

JI Mall ofthe British American To- 


.. Hannah’ moves into RP 


try, the Philippine Atmospheric 
Geophysical and Astronomical 
Services Administration said, 
“If it will hit land, it's going to 
batter northern Luzon. But it’s 
too early to say. It will take three 


By T] Burgonio 


‘A TROPICAL DEPRESSION, HAS 

swirled into the countıys-"aren of 

£ responsibility” and is expected to 

Íg induce the southwest monsoon 

that will bring rain over the country, 
"according to weather forecasters. 

Depression “Hannah,” esti- 

shated to be at 150 km east of 

3 :Catanduanes at 4 p.m. yester- 

$day, was still too far to have an 

|? "affect on any part of the coun- 


days 


Cruz 


bacco (Philippines) Ltd. by reclassi- 
fying from a high priced brand with 


size brand with a tax rate of P6.74 
per pack. 


the tax collections by roughly P100 
million a year. 


finance officials at the budget hear- 
ing yesterday. Enrile said the DOF 
"ünkered with a policy that we 
adopte 


weather branch chief Nathaniel 


“Whatever thunderstorm or rain- 
shower we are experiencing right 
now, thats not a direct effect of the 
tropical depression," he added. 


issued a 
where th 
tax rate of P25 per pack to a mid- 
law. This 


This, Enrile said, would reduce 
its,” said 


“You have a problem,” Enrile told 


He said the department officials 


ERAP Si 


before it hits land,” Pagasa 


said in a phone interview. 


ruling in the cigarette area 
ey made a downward clas- 


sification, which is prohibited by 


is going affect revenue col- 


lection “because that same formula 
affects other sin products, the spir- 


Enrile. 


Enrile questioned the DOF for 
lowering the tax on Pall Mall 
based solely on a survey when 
the Bureau of Internal Revenue 
had already classified Pall Mall 
as a premium brand subject to 
premium taxes 
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Senate sit-com spills 
over to budget hearing 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


THETENSION IN THE SENATE INVESTI- 
gations of the National Broadband Net- 
work (NBN) project and the "Hello Gar- 
ci” scandal appears to have spilled over 
into other hearings. 

Sen. Richard Gordon and Commission 
on Audit chair Guillermo Carague got in- 
to a heated argument during a budget 
hearing that resulted in Carague nearly 
walking out and Gordon calling security 
to detain him for contempt. 

The verbal tussle started when Gordon 
and Carague began debating fiercely on 
whether or not the COA could initiate cor- 
ruption complaints in the course of its work. 

“Our role is merely to report. We are not 
the Ombudsman, We now have 10,000 peo- 
ple and we will need 100,000 if we are to ini- 
tiate cases because our reports are replete 
with anomalies in many government agen- 
cies?” Carague said, to which Gordon replied 
that the COA could initiate complaints, 

The debate continued after Carague 
pointed out that the best way to run the 
government was to have not only honest. 
but competent people running it. 

Carague cited Singapore as one coun- 
try that was doing well because it paid 
good people to run its government. 

Gordon countered that Singapore was do- 
ing well because it enforced its laws, not be- 
cause its people were better than Filipinos. 

‘At this point, both Gordon and Carague 
resented being lectured by the other. 

When Gordon told Carague he was 
“out of line,” Carague excused himself 
and made a move for the door. 

"No, no, no, you cannot go right now. 
Can you call the sergeant at arms and 
place this gentleman in contempt? 1 don't. 
know why you're hot-headed,” Gordon 


Army, MILF 


LEADERS OF THE ARMY AND THE COUN- 
try’s largest Muslim separatist group ac- 
cused each other yesterday of breaking a 
four-year ceasefire, as a flare-up of fighting 
in troubled Mindanao threatened to scuttle 
planned peace talks. 

‘The military accused members of the Moro 
Islamic Liberation Front (MILF), which signed 
a truce in 2003, of helping a band of Abu 
Sayyaf rebels during a firefight on Basilan is- 
Jand on Tuesday. 

But MILF spokesperson Eid: Kabalu said 
government troops had entered rebel territory 
without coordinating with a ceasefire panel 
and attacked an MILF camp in the Tipo-tipo 
area. A fierce three-hour battle ensued. 

“Our troops were only defending their posi- 


barked to Carague. 

Carague called Gordon "dictatorial," 
"uncouth" and "the problem" and he 
complained loudly that the senator was 
putting him down. 

After berating Carague for mispronounc- 
ing “uncouth," Gordon chided him for being 
“sensitive” and repeated his order to the 
guards to place him in contempt. 

“Tam the problem? I don't why you feel so 
abused. I wasn't even abusing you. I'm trying 
toget your comments. even called you Gem 
[Carague's nickname]. I did not even call 
you Mr. Carague, This is a senator of the Re- 
public of the Philippines. I was elected, you 
were appointed," Gordon said, adding that 
he had previously placed Presidential Com- 
mission on Good Government Chair Camilo 
Sabio in contempt. 

“Mr. Carague took offense at state- 
ments made which were made in good 
faith. They weren't even critical of COA. 
Allofa sudden, he was very high-handed 
calling the Senate names, calling me 
names, Pm sorry you feel that way. I'm re- 
ally shocked,” said Gordon, who de- 
manded an apology from Carague. 

A few minutes after retaking his seat, 
and with Gordon proceeding with the 
hearing as if nothing happened, Carague 
stood up and walked to where Gordon 
was sitting to make peace. 

“| would like to apologize for any ad- 
verse comment 1 may have made. I'd like 
to put it on record that I have high re- 
spect and admiration for Senator Gor- 
don,” Carague said. 

Later, in an interview with reporters, 
he blamed his outburst on problems that 
had been bothering him. 

Gordon, in a separate interview, said 
he accepted Carague's apology, attribut- 
ing his outburstto “high blood pressure.” 


trade barbs 


tions,” Kabalu told reporters. “There were no 
‘Abu Sayyaf members in the area as the mili 
tary has been claiming. We already filed a 
protest before the ceasefire panel,” 

The tension between the Army and the 
MILF israising doubts whether informal peace 
talks next month in the Malaysian capital of 
Kuala Lumpur will resume as scheduled. 

‘Tuesday's firefight broke a lull of almost a 
month on Basilan island, where the Army is 
pursuing around 50 members of the Abu 
Sayyaf, a small Islamic militant group with ties 
to al-Qaide-linked Jemaah Islamiah. 

‘Twosoldiers were killed and 10 wounded on 
‘Tuesday when troops attacked a camp of Abu 
Sayyaf militants, who also suffered an undeter- 
mined number of casualties. Reuters, AFP 
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Jonas ma asks 
court to dismiss 
military petition 


THE MOTHER OF MISSING R 
activist Jonas Burgos has asked 1 - aser mon 
the Court of Appeals to dismiss F hi Rasen RER 

a petition from the military : LL Usa) 

that the appellate court recon- 3 

sider its resolution directing 

the milirary to release the 

Provost Marshal General re- 

port concerning a set of miss- 

ing car plates in the military's 

custody that figured in the Bur- 

gos abduction. 

In her petition, Edita Burgos 
denounced the Armed Forces 
for “flip-flopping” on the issue 
of whether or not to release the 
report, pointing out that Chief EDITA BURGOS 
of Staff Gen. Hermogenes Es- 
peron Jr. has already signified latter had cited as basis for not 
his intention to make the docu- releasing the confidential docu- 
ment public. ment. 

"To argue now that the re- She pointed out that the 
port cannot be released, de- memorandum circular does 
spite what the Chief of Staff of not absolutely prohibit the dis- 
the Armed Forces of the closure of classified informa- Vitamins 
Philippines himself has said, tion. i ups) 
is, at the very least, confus- | 
ing,” Edita said. Not absolute 

The AFR through the Office Edita also contested the 
of the Solicitor General, hasap- OSG’s argument that the right 
pealed the appellate court’s tes- to information was not abso- 
olution denying the military’s lute, saying that there is no 
motion to quash the subpoena blanket prohibition on the dis- 
for the report of Provost Mar- closure of classified informa- 
shal General Col. Arthur Abadil- tion. 
la. "The prohibition refers to 

r public officials and employ- 
Motion to quash ees using information for 

In denying the motion to their own interest or prejudi- 
quash, the appellate court said cial to public interest,” she 
thelifeandlibertyofJonastook said 
precedence and that the mili- The continued insistence 
tary had failed to show what in- that Abadilla does not have 
jury it would suffer, save per- custody of the report was also 
haps for the embarrassment of another baffling claim, she 
the people involved in the in- said, as it was Abadilla him- 
vestigation, ifthe report was re- self who conducted the inves- 
leased. tigation and produced the re- 

Edita disputed the OSG’s ar- port, and that Esperon would 
gument that the subpoena for not have had a copy of it were 
the report invalidated the Mem- it not for Abadilla. Leila B. 
orandum Circular 78 that the Salaverria 
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Military bars Senate 
hearing at Fort Boni 


MILITARY AUTHORITIES YESTERDAY 
stopped detained Sen. Antonio Trillanes IV 
from conducting a committee hearing in- 
side the Fort Bonifacio Army and Marine 
headquarters. 

‘The former Navy junior officer, who is 
detained on coup d'etat charges, had called 
a second hearing of the Senate committee 
on civil service and government reorgani- 
zation, which he chairs, at 10 a.m. yester- 
day to tackle two bills proposing amend- 
ments to the Custom Broker Act of 2004. 

Bat officers at the Marines barracks turned 
away Sen. Rodolfo Biazon, Civil Service Com- 
mission Chair Karina David and resource per- 
‘sons from the Bureau of Customs and the De- 
partment of Finance as well as Senate staff. 

Aside from committee hearings, the mili- 
tary has also banned future visits from gov- 
ernment officials. 

Trillanes’ chief of staff Reynaldo Robles, 
who claimed that the order came from 
Armed Forces Chief Gen. Hermogenes Es- 
peron Jr, denounced what happened as “a 
ure act of political harassment.” 

“We consider this an interference in the 
performance of the duties of a senator. Es- 
peron cannot accept that Trillanes was 
elected by the people," he said in a mixture 
of English and Filipino. 

As a senator, Trillanes can hold his com- 
mittee hearings "anywhere in the country,” 
according to Robles. 

He insisted Trillanes did not need to get a 


court order nor permission from the mili- 
tary to hold hearings in the Marine brig. 

Trillanes was able to hold a first commit- 
tee hearing, an organizational meeting, last 
Sept. 20 without any interference. 

But that meeting was not announced to 
the media by Trillanes’ staff, unlike yester- 
day's aborted hearing. 

“We were surprised at the sudden change 
because over the last few months he's been 
allowed to receive staff and public offi- 
cials,” said Robles. 

Ambassador Domingo Siazon, the coun- 
try's envoy to Japan, recently visited Tril- 
lanes to brief him on the Japan-Philippines 
Economic Partnership Agreement (Jpepa). 

Robles said they would ask the Senate to 
"take action" against the military. 

He said the Trillanes camp is also consid- 
ering the filing of criminal charges against 
the officers at the Marine barracks, includ- 
ing Esperon, for allegedly interfering in 
Trillanes Senate duties. 

Trillanes is on trial before a civilian and mili- 
tary court for involvement in the failed July 
2003 coup, in which he and about 300 heavily 
armed junior officers and soldiers occupied the 
former Oakwood Premier Hotel at the Makati 
financial center for more than 24 hours. 

Despite being in jail, Trillanes was elect- 
ed senator last May. But the Makati court 
trying him on coup d'etat charges has de- 
nied him permission to be let out of jail to 
attend Senate sessions. Dona Pazzibugan 


Fat ain’t cute, docs 
warn Pinoy parents 


By Jeannette I. Andrade 


NINETY PERCENT OF FILIPINOS ARE AT 
risk of suffering heart ailments because of 
unhealthy lifestyles, with Filipino children 
facing a bigger risk because adults miscon- 
strue obesity as “cute.” 

‘The Philippine Heart Association (PHA) said 
that far from being cute, fat children are in 
danger of developing heart disease, hyperten- 
sion and other cardiovascular complications, as 
well as cancer, stroke, diabetes, severe pancre- 
atitis, pulmonary diseases, nonalcoholic fatty 
liver disease, gall bladder disease, osteoarthri- 
tis, gout and gynecological abnormalities. 

Obesity is the No. 1 health problem in the 
world, with more than 1.1 billion people over- 
weight and 300 million of them obese, accord- 
ing to Dr. Rosa Allyn Sy, program director of 
the Cardinal Santos Medical Center Diabet 
Care Clinic and chair of the Philippine Di 
betes Association council on childhood. 


Increasing trend toward obesity 

‘Speaking before the PHA “Puso sa Puso” 
media forum last Wednesday, Sy said there 
is an increasing trend toward obesity 
among children six months to 10 years old. 

Figures show that from 1963 to 2000, 
trends in childhood obesity have escalated 
showing that Filipino children are growing 
fatter through the years. 

Sy attributed this to technology as Fil- 
ipino kids tend to watch more television, 
play more video games and spend longer 
periods in front of personal computers in- 
stead of engaging in physical activity. 

“Studies have shown that high technolo- 
gy increases body weight. Cellular phones 
and remote controls deprive us of the plea- 
sure of walking,” Sy said. 

She cited a 2003 study showing that 60.1 
percent of Filipino adults are “sedentary” or 
not physically active. 

She also stressed that changes in eating 
behavior contribute to childhood obesity 
where "there is an increase in the intake of 
fatty food, emphasis on fast food and readi- 
ly available soda pop in school.” 


Philippine Heart Center and St. Luke's 
Medical Center pedia-cardio consultant Au- 
rora Gamponia told the forum that based on 
a cardiovascular risk analysis study in 1999, 
15 million Filipino children are under threat 
with 25 percent of them obese, 

An earlier 1998 study revealed that 
among children aged between 1 to 5 years, 
9 of every 1,000 are overweight while 
among children 6 to 10 years of age, 2 of 
every 1,000 are overweight. 

She said the trends show that the figures 
continue to grow nine years after the study. 

Gamponia said children who are at high 
risk of suffering cardiovascular diseases are 
those who are born to parents who are them- 
selves at high risk of suffering heart ailments, 
those with one parent who has suffered a 
stroke before reaching the age of 55, and those 
in whose family hypertension is prevalent 
among members younger than 55 years old. 

She recommended diet modification, 
more physical activity, less time devoted to 
television or video games, and for the chil- 
dren's parents to quit smoking. 


Change the mindset 

“We must change the mindset that they are 
still just kids so they can eat or do anything they 
like. We have to change that particular concept. 
and encourage them to start being healthy 
while they are stil kids,” Gamponia said. 

Cristina Dablo of the Department of Health 
(DOH) attributed the growing number of peo- 
ple at high risk of suffering cardiovascular dis- 
ease to rapid cultural changes in the society. 

She said a 2000 study revealed that six of 
10 leading causes of mortality were 
“Jifestyle-related,” with hypertension iden- 
tified among the leading causes of morbidi- 
tyand “the No. 1 killer in society today.” 

“Ninety percent of Filipinos have one or 
more of these risk factors," she said. 

The Wednesday forum was organized by 
the PHA, a non-stock and non-profit orga- 
nization established to serve as the center 
of cardiology research, training and educa- 
tion in the country, for the celebration on 
Sept. 30 of World Heart Day. 


Latin heritage explains why 
RP is poor, says US study 


THE PHILIPPINES’ POOR ECONOMIC 
performance may be due to a Latin cultural 
heritage that gave rise to powerful political 
families pursuing their own rather than the 
state's interests, according to a new study. 
‘Some 330 years of Spanish rule influenced 
the Philippines greatly, an impact that sur- 
vived nearly SO years of later colonial occupa- 
tion by the United States, the study by Robert 


"||; Nelson of the University of Maryland said. 


This Spanish Catholic influence, in con- 
trast to the US Protestant model, led to a 
“dominant political role” by large landhold- 
ing families in the Philippines just like in 


, Latin America, Nelson said. 


‘A weak government and powerful politi- 
cal oligarchies combined to put the state in 
the service of private interests, he added, 
“If culture is now to be considered an im- 
portant economic influence, it may be that 
this common Spanish Catholic heritage is a 
main contributing factor in the economic 
histories of the Philippines and most of 


Latin America,” the study said. 

These cultural attitudes "now stand in 
the way of freer markets and a more suc- 
cessful political democracy,” said Nelson, 
who undertook the study as a visiting fel- 
low at the University of the Philippines 
School of Economics. 

In the 1950s, according to a World Bank 
study at the time, the Philippines was des- 
tined to become the region's second Japan. 

But it missed out almost completely on 
the foreign investment-fueled Asian boom 
of the 1970s to the 1990s. 

By 2000, Philippine per capita income 
exceeded only Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, 
North Korea and Burma. 

Particular problems like large fiscal deficits, 
inflation or corruption might be cited as rea- 
sons why the Philippines has failed to attract 
high levels of foreign investment, Nelson said. 

But that failed to explain the policy fail- 
ures behind those problems in the first 
place, he argued. AFP 
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K pop star fired 21 Pinay maids in 3 years, is blacklisted 


“HONG KONG—HONG KONG 


Cheung and his wife, former 
actress May Lo, were placed on 
a “blacklist of sub-standard em- 
ployers” maintained by the 
Philippine consulate in Hong 
Kong after hiring and firing 21 


maids in three years, the South 
China Morning Post reported. 

His track record has earned 
him the nickname of the “the 
terminator” within the local Fil- 
ipino community. 


Joel Blas, an assistant nation- 
al officer at the Philippines con- 
sulate, was quoted as saying his 
consul-general had met Lo last 
week to explain she'd “not be al- 
lowed to hire any helpers from 


the Philippines for one year.” 

Considered one of the four 
“Cantopop Heavenly Kings,” 
Cheung has built up a huge pan- 
Asian fan base in a career span- 
ning more than 20 years. 


The blacklisting comes after a 
former Filipino helper working un- 
der Cheung, Preslyn-saga Catacu- 
tan, was controversially jailed last 
year for stealing photographs and 
aletterfromthestar Reuters 
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By Jocelyn R. Uy 


WHILE POSTPONING ACTION ON 
a proffered presidential pardon that 
would allow him to be with his ail- 
ing mother all the time, convicted 
plunderer former President Joseph 
Estrada has sought the permission 
of the Sandiganbayan anew to visit 
her this weekend. 

Ina three-page motion, Estrada's 
lawyer, Rene Saguisag, informed 
the antigraft courts Special Divi- 
sion that Mary Ejercito's condition 
had worsened due to an infection 
she recently acquired. 

The Estrada family doctor, Lorenzo 
Hocson, wrote to the ousted president 
on Tuesday to inform him he had 
started administering antibiotics to 
his 102-year-old mother for the infec- 
tion, as well as other drugs to stabilize 
her erratic blood pressure. 

Estrada had indicated earlier that 
he would accept an absolute par- 
don from President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo that would entail no admission 
of guilt on his part if it was the only 
way he could be with his mother. 

“I just need to be with her in the 
Jast few months. You know how 
close I am to her,” Estrada had told 


the Inquirer in an earlier interview. 

On Tuesday, however, Estrada 
chose not to accept for the mean- 
time the unconditional pardon of- 
fered by Malacafiang through Inte- 
rior Secretary Ronaldo Puno. 

Instead, his lawyers filed a mo- 
tion for reconsideration of the 
guilty verdict handed down against 
him by the Sandiganbayan. 

In the motion seeking a pass, 
Saguisag asked the court to allow 
Estrada to visit his mother either on 
Saturday or Sunday, or at the soon- 
est possible time. 

‘The prosecution did not object to 
the motion. 

“We made a promise before that 
when it came to his mother we 
would not object,” Special Prosecu- 
tor Dennis Villa-Ignacio told the In- 
QUER. 

He said, however, that Estrada's 
security detail should be doubled 
since he had been convicted by the 
antigraft court. 

Estrada, meanwhile, appealed to 
the Catholic Bishops' Conference of 
the Philippines to support his guest 
to overturn the guilty verdict 
against him by withholding "sum- 
mary judgment" on his case. 


ESTRADA 


In a statement, Estrada told the 
bishops: "I will continue with my 
plans for the reconsideration... and 
I hope that the CBCP can«support 
me in this since this is part of the ju- 
dicial process." 

He said thatif there was one person. 
who should retur illegally amassed 
wealth, it was former Ilocos Sur Gov. 
Luis “Chavit” Singson, his erstwhile 
friend who blew the whistle on him. 

Estrada claimed the paper trail of 
the P540-million “jueteng” payoffs 
and the P130-million in tobacco ex- 
cise taxes he was accused of taking 
led “incontrovertibly” to Singson. 
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NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 
Regional Office 6 
‘Quintin Salas, Jaro, Tillo City 
Tel. (033) 329-2165 / 320-6246 


j Fax No. (033) 320-4764 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
The National Food Authority, Region 6, through Hè Bids and Awards Committee (BAC), invites 
‘qualified grains handling services contractors to apply for eligibility and to bid for the provision of 
gras handing services in he diferent NFA ullzed warehouses in Region Vi for Calendar Year 
o 


PROVINCE | ESTIMATED VOLUME 
TO BE HANDLED 
(In bag of 50 kg) 

100.000 
200.000 


APPROVED 

BUDGET FOR THE 

‘CONTRACT (Php) 
378.000.00 
755,000.00 


BIDDING 
FEE 
(PHP) 

500.00 

1200.00 
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By Nikko Dizon 


FAMILIES AND FRIENDS OF THE 
Marine and Scout Ranger officers 
and men facing mutiny charges will 
attend today’s court martial hear- 
ing at Camp Capinpin in Tanay, 
Rizal wearing shirts declaring their 
support for the accused mutineers. 
Conceived by the officers wives, the 
shirts call on the country's “few good 
men... to rise up and be counted.” 
The shirts bear the images of the 28. 
officers, led by former Marine com- 
mandant, Maj. Gen. Renato Miranda 
and ex-Scout Ranger chief Brig. Gen. 
Danny Lim and the names of the 40 
enlisted men jailed along with the offi- 


cers after being accused by the Armed 
Forces of mounting a military coup in 
February last year” 

‘At the bottom of the images is 
emblazoned their "battlecry': “The 
truth shall set us free.” 

Written at the back of the shirt is 
a message entitled “A Few Good 
Men,” describing the kind of men 
this “dying nation” needs. 

The message says the country 
needs “men of will who dare to go 
against tyrants and oppressors.” 

Families and friends will also sell 
the shirts in order to raise funds for 
the families of the 40 enlisted per- 
sonne!—jailed along with their hus- 
bands—whose salaries would no 
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By Beverly T. Natividad 


Ast Reading: Hg2:1-9 
3 “ Luke 9:18-22 

One day when Jesus was praying alone, 
mot far from his disciples, he asked them, 
"What do people say about me?" And they an- 
swered, "Some say that you are John the Bap- 
tist; others say that you are Elijah, and still 
others that you are one of the former 
prophets risen from the dead.” Again Jesus 
asked them, "Who then do you say | am?” Pe- 
ter answered, "The Messiah of God." Then Je- 
sus spoke to them, giving them strict orders 
not to tell this to anyone. 

And he added, "The Son of Man must suf- 
fer many things. He will be rejected by the el- 
ders and chief priests and teachers of the Law, 
and put to death. Then after three days he 
will be raised to life." 

Commentary 

‘The people barely remember what the house 

of the Lord/temple looked like because their ex- 
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ile had been so long. But they are to take heart 
and have courage for God will be with them in 
their work. God remains with them as their 


Prospective bidders should have expenence in undertaking a similar project within Ihe last 3 years 
with an amount of at least 50% of the proposed project for bidding, and have key personnel and 
equipment (owned, leased or under purchase) available for the prosecution of the project. The 
eligibility Check/Screening as well as the Preliminary Examination of Bids shall use non- 
discretionary “pass/fail” criteria. Post-qualification of the lowest calculated bid shall be conducted. 
Ali particulars relative to Eligibility Statement and Screening, Bid Security, Performance Security, 
Pre-Bidding Conference, Evaluation of Bids, Post-Qualification and Award of Contract shall be 

led by the pertinent provisions of R.A. 9184 and its Implementing Rules and Regulations 


SCHEDULE 
Oct 1- 12. 2007 - 8 amo 4 pm 
October 15, 2007 - 9:30 AM. 
‘October 28.2007 — 930 AM 


3. issuance of Bid Documents 
2. Pre-bid Conference 
3. Submission & Opening of Eigibliy & Bid Documents 


The National Food Authority, Region 6 assumes no responsibility whalsoever to compensate or 
indemnify bidders for any expenses incurred in the preparation of the bid. 
The National Food Authority, Region 6 reserves the right to accept or reject any Bid, annul the 
bidang process and reject al Bde at any time pror 1o contract award, without hereby ncuring any 
lability lo the affected Bidder or Bidders. 
(Sad) VILMA H. ZARRAGA, MNSA 
BAC Chairperson 


come when God will dwell with them once 
again and the future glory of the Lord will be 
greater than the former—and his dwelling 
place will know the gift of peace. 

This dwelling place where the glory of God is 
greater than any former dwelling place is the 
body/the person of Jesus. He is thought to be a 
prophet like of old, or like John the Baptist. 
And Peter calls him the Messiah of God—the 
hope of those who have gone before them wait- 
ing on the promise of God. But Jesus tells them 
that he is the Son of Man, the judge of the na- 
tions, the glory of God hidden/revealed in the 
Crucified one. And he is peace God's peace up- 
en the worid. Do we know our Godin Jesus like 

is? 
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God, and they are his people still. The day will |; 


VOTERS SHOULD NOT TAKE 
the barangay elections lightly 
and should give them the same 
attention they give to the na- 
tional elections, according to a 
voters' organization. 

Ang Kapatiran Party (AKP) 
yesterday called on all Filipinos 
to actively participate in the Oct. 
29 barangay and Sangguniang 
Kabataan (SK) elections to pre- 
vent this basic political unit from 
being invaded and controlled by 
traditional politicians. 

“We have to remove first the 
control of traditional politicians 
Over barangays before we can 
start reversing the vicious cycle of 
graft and corruption to eventually 
solve the problem of poverty in 
our country,” said the AKR 


Good governance 
According to AKP president 
Renato H. Peronilla, good gov- 
ernance in fact starts at the 
barangay level. 
But he said most voters 


-nowadays do not have enough 


knowledge of how the barangay 
government works for them, 
and so have little or no partici 
pation in the election of baran- 
gay officials. 

“The barangay is the smallest 
political unit and our impres- 
sion of it is mostly that they are 
the barangay tanod {watch- 
men] in our areas. We don't 
know what to expect, what to 
demand of it,” said Peronilla. 

‘He warned that a majority of 


longer be paid once they are ar- 
raigned. 

“sin anticipation of that eventuali- 
ty Rather than beg, we will help the 
wives ofthe soldiers to be self-support- 
ing,” said Maria Flor Querubin, wife of 
Marine Col. Ariel Querubin, who is al- 
so detained in Tanay. 

"The officers’ wives worked double 
time on the shirts, putting finishing 
touches on the design and the text, 
even testing the silkscreen to be used 
to print the message, so that they could 
launch their little project today. 

The officers’ wives have com- 
plained that security measures at 
the camp had been “unreasonably” 
tightened recently. 


Voters told: Don’t take 
barangay polls lightly 


barangays have fallen under the 
control of traditional politicians 
who are out to promote their 
own personal interests. 

The Article VI Section 38 of 
the Omnibus Election Code, he 
said, provides that no political 
party, organization or group 
should intervene in the nomina- 
tion and election of any baran- 
gay candidate, 

While the law strives to keep 
barangay elections non-partisan, 
said Peronilla, the public's lack of 
knowledge and participation at 
this level makes the barangays 
easier to manipulate, particularly 
during national elections. 


Sizable funding 

Peronilla said that very few 
people know that barangays al- 
so receive sizable funding from 
the national government. In 
2004, barangays received some 
28 billion from the internal rev- 
enue allotment (IRA), he said. 

On top of this, barangays also 
get 25 percent of real property 
taxes, 35 percent of natural 
wealth extraction (e.g. lahar, 
mining), and 50 percent of the 
community tax (cedula). 

‘On Oct. 29, one barangay head 
and seven kagawad (councilmen) 
will be elected for each barangay, 
one chair and seven councilmen 
for each SIC There are 41,994 
barangays in the country, each of 
them with an SK. 

The barangay and SK elec- 
tions were supposed to have 
been held in 2005 but were 
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CyberEd deal ger 


tainted, too, | Y * \ Y ) 
teachers claim 
By Jerry E. Esplanada s orty * I n 


LIKE THE $329-MILLION NATIONAL * 
Broadband Network (NBN) deal, the $575 * 
million (P26.4-billion) Cyber Education . . 
Project (CEP or CjberEd) of the Depart- Everything that's good in beds. 
ment of Education is mired in controversy, 
according to the Alliance of Concerned 
Teachers (ACT). 
Antonio Tinio, chair of the 15,000-strong MERCURY 
militant organization, said the CEP was an- 
other anomalous deal involving the admin- 
istration. 
Tinio said that even before the project 
was ordered suspended by President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo, the DepEd had "already 
named (the private firm) Mabuhay Satel- 
lite Corporation as the provider of satellite 
services for the project even though the 
supply contract had yet to be awarded." 
"Representatives of MSC [Mabuhay] 
were also frequent guests at the DepEd cen- 
tral office (in Pasig City)," Tinio said. 
MSC, an affiliate of telecommunications 
giant Philippine Long Distance Telephone 
Co., operates “Agila 2," the country's only 
satellite facility. 


"Tied loan’ 

Education Secretary Jesli A. Lapus de- 
nied Tinio's allegations. 

He said the DepEd was “absolutely in no 
position to commit to anything like supply 
and contract terms as China will be the one 
to decide on the subcontracts if and when a 
main supply contract and Joan are finally 
executed with the Philippines.” 

‘That, Lapus said, was because the fund- 
ing from China was a “tied loan.” 

‘Some DepEd employees took up the cud- 
gels for Lapus, noting that the secretary 
‘was “not the point man during the negotia- 
tions with China” and “it was (Trade Secre- 
tary Peter) Favila who signed the CEP mem- 
orandum of agreement.” 

In its statement, ACT also challenged La- 
pus to "drop the CyberEd project and ad- 
dress the basic needs of the public school 
system instead." 

“We advise Secretary Lapus to take his bad- 
ly misplaced enthusiasm and zeal for the CEP. 
and devote them instead to lobbying Congress 
for higher salaries for teachers, eliminating. 
teacher, classroom and textbook shortages, 3 
abolishing fees in the public schools and giving HILLCREST 
subsidies to poor schoolchildren who are most i ; 
at risk of dropping out, and so on," ACT said. 

The CEP aims to link DepEd headquar- 
ters to its 204 field offices and more than 
37,000 public schools nationwide. 


Internet connectivity MEGAMALL 4th Fir. 635681223 — — FIESTA WORLD MALL (Batangas) (043)9810790 j| 
It is a satellite-based distance learning NORTH EDSA 3rd Fir. 9276813 EE ear WOMAN THE STORE (Glorieta 3, Makati) 8100174 
program capable of broadcasting lessons SOUTHMALL 2nd Fir. 8001110-11 P ER HOUSE SAVER'S MART (Tarlac) (045)9820512 / (045)9824775 
From’ central area tt the facthist schools BACOOR - 2nd Fir (046)4171972 8105647 SAVER'S MART (Gapan, Nueva Ecija) (044)4866526 
‘Aside from interactive digital education, CEBU 2nd Fir. (032)2321632 STA. LUCIA (Kainta Rizal) 6817484 | 6817498 
the project would have 12 video channels, 
wireless wide area and local networking, - 
and Internet connectivit | i, Y J n 
The Den had schedule adai THE LARGEST, SELLING MATTRESS) 
tion of the CEP in three schools in Novem- is USUS i ä {e is VET 
ber in anticipation of the project’s roll-out 


in January 2008. 
But with the suspension, Lapus said he 
expected a delay of at least six months. 
Although disheartened by the suspension, 
Lapus said the DepEd would continue to train. 


school teachers and administrators in the use WE SUPPORT YOU NIGHT AND DAY 


i 


p— 


PENTHOUSE 


of IT [information technology] to reach out to 
students in the remotest areas of the country. 

He said the nation would eventually em- 
brace CyberEd, as "we live in a world where 
information reigns ... We should have done 
this a long time ago. We just have to wait 
out this negative environment.” 

As for the teachers’ claim the department 
has neglected the “basic needs of educa- 
tion,” Lapus said: “In fact, we have in- 
creased the DepEd budget to unprecedent- 
ed levels—from P112 billion in 2006 and 
P137 billion this year to P146 billion in 
2008. Also unmatched are the investment 
levels in schoo! buildings, teacher items, 
furniture, textbooks, alternative education, 
a feeding program, teacher training and 
benefits, among other things,” he said. 
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ZTE asks high court to lift TRO Roxas calls deal ‘overpriced er 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


EVEN AS INTRIGUES CONTINUE TO 
hound the $329-million national broad- 
band network deal it has with the Philip- 
pines, the Chinese firm ZTE Corp. has 
asked the Supreme Court to lift the tempo- 
rary restraining order (TRO) it issued 
against the agreement's implementation. 
‘In a motion filed Wednesday, ZTE said 
iloilo Vice Governor Rolex Suplico failed to 
prove his allegation that the country would 
beata disadvantage if the NBN deal pushed. 
through, and to show the injury that he 
‘would endure if no TRO was handed down. 

In fact, the Chinese firm said, it was the 
‘one which was suffering as a result of the 
estraining order because of the more than 
$2.9 million in expenses it has incurred for 
the agreement and the besmirching of its 
reputation through the media that has led 
toa drop in the value ofits shares. 

ZTE is listed on the Shenzhen and Hong 
Kong Stock exchanges. 

Should the high court refuse to lift the TRO, 
ZTE said Suplico should be made to post a 


bond not lower than the $2,939,600 million it 
has spent to cover any damage it would incur. 

China, meanwhile, said yesterday a deci- 
sion by the Philippines to suspend the pro- 
ject would not affect bilateral trade ties. 

"The Chinese government respects the 
Philippine side's decision and believes such 
a move will not affect bilateral trade rela- 
tions,” Commerce Ministry spokesperson 
Wang Xinpei said. 

Suplico's petition was the basis of the 
TRO the high court issued against the NBN 
dealon Sept. 11. 

The vice governor sought a TRO to nullify 
the deal because it was allegedly entered in- 
to through “rigged selection proceedings." 

He also claimed that the deal violated the 
procurement law and the build-operate-trans- 
fer law that require public bidding, and the 
"Telecoms Policy Act that requires the govem- 
ment o privatize telecommunications facilities, 

Amsterdam Holdings, Inc., which lost its 
bid for the NBN deal, bas also filed a petition 
to get documents related to the project and 
to temporarily stop its implementation. 

With a report from AFP 


ERRATUM 


In the publication of the Supreme Court 
A.M. No. 07-9-12-SC, THE RULE ON 
THE WRIT OF AMPARO which came 
out on Sept. 26, 2007 in the Philippine 
Daily Inquirer, above the name of Justice 
PRESBITERO J. VELASCO JR. should 
have ON LEAVE instead of his signature. 


The whole page advertisement should not 


also have 


included the news 


item 


regarding the Supreme Court decision, 
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na's ZTE Corp. 

The government is currently 
spending P250 million yearly for 
mobile phones, P1.1 billion for 
landline service, P158 million for 
cable subscription, P132 million for 
cable, satellite and radio fees, and 
P176 million for postage. 


atleast P1.8 billion in savings a year. 

‘The amount would go up to P2.2 
billion if communication expenses 
of government-owned and -con- 
trolled corporations were included, 
Formoso said. 

But Roxas doubted this could be 
achieved considering that govern- 
ment agencies would still have to 
rely heavily on facilities provided 
by the private sector. 


Discounts from private providers 

Roxas asked why the Department 
of Transportation and Communica- 
tions (DOTC) did not first look at 
consolidating landline services by 
seeking discounts from private 
providers as a bulk user. 

Landline subscription accounts 
form a big chunk of the government 
telecoms bill, 

"Even if we negotiate a lower 
price, the existing landline sub- 
scription that we have will not be 
able to achieve the total connectivi- 
ty that we want," Formoso said, 

The NBN project socks to intar- 
connect nat government agen- 
cles and local government units 
through a higb-capaiiy telecom- 
munication networi 

Roxas said negotiating for discounts 
was more practical than throwing P15 


"The crucial question to ask is, 
does the nation really need this? 
And we were appalled of course by 
what we found,” said Raul V Fabel- 
la, a former dean of the UP School 
of Economics (UPSE). 

Fabella was sharing the findings of 
the paper on the NBN project titled 
"Lacking a backbone: The controver- 
sy over the National Broadband Net- 
work and Cyber-education projects,” 
which he wrote with the current 
UPSE dean, Emmanuel de Dios. 

Fabella criticized the Neda board 
then headed by Romulo Neri, who 
defended the NBN project despite 
its flaws. The original plan was to 
build the network through a build- 
operate-transfer scheme. The NBN 
is now envisioned to be put up with 
aloan from China. 

Fabella said a government-owned 
and -operated broadband backbone 
would not make “economic sense” 
because there were existing and un- 
derutilized backbones. 

He said the NBN deal would be a. 
reversal ofthe government policy to 
wean itself away from the telecom 
business and from fiascoes such as 
the "Telepono sa Barangay" and the 
French protocol. 

Fabella noted that the BOT scheme 
would give the government a zero- 
cost option in the NBN project. 

"Govemment.owned and -operat- 
ed broadband backbones do not make 
economic sense and/or are very likely 
to end up as very costly. The ZTE con- 
tract is precisely that," he said, 

At the Senate hearing on 
Wednesday, Neri contended that he 
endorsed the NBN concept because 
he wanted to reduce the cost of cell 
phone and Internet services in the 
country since the big players lacked 
viable competition, 


Does not make sense 

But Fabella said that adding anoth- 
er player to the broadband business 
would lead to higher costs because a 
higher utilization rate of existing ca- 
pacity would lead to lower costs, 

"The more you use it, the less the 
cost, the lower the price, The idea of 
a public sector backbone reducing 
price does not make any sense be- 
cause it will clearly take away (de- 


mand) from existing backbones. 
Market intervention makes sense on- 
lyin market failure," Fabella said. 

He also refuted Neri's justifica- 
tion for pursuing the NBN project 
because of the high profits of 
telecommunication providers and 
the high rate of return promised by 
the project. 

Fabella said that even if a compa- 
ny earned P40 billion in profit, it 
was not doing its job if its invest- 
ment reached P3 trillion. 

“You're gonna be fired, right? The 
profitability of telcos is more interest- 
ing than the absolute numbers men- 
tioned (on Wednesday)," he said. 


Best-case scenario 

Fabella said he was also "puz- 
zled" why Neri would cite the 29.6 
economic rate of return of the NBN 
(nearly twice the 15-percent hurdle 
rate of Neda) because most of the 
failed government projects had 
even rosier profit projections. 

“If you are going to glue your at- 
tention on the best-case scenario, 
that means everything goes swim- 
mingly well, then you can have a 
high rate of return. 

“But it’s never the best-case sce- 
nario that is going to rule the day. 
There are going to be snags," Fabel- 

id, “We know that in the previ- 
projects that were given a high 
grade by Neda, nothing happened.” 

‘Asked if they had any dealings 
with interested parties in the NBN 
deal such as a losing bidder or an 
American nongovernment organiza- 
tion, Fabella and De Dios said they 
were hired to do a separate study for 
PLDT (Philippine Long Distance Tele- 
phone Co.) for P1 million. 


‘Jukebox economists’ 

But Fabella brushed aside these 
insinuations as normal in their line 
of work, saying that they have been 
labeled “jukebox economists” and 
“running dogs of the World Bank 
and the IMF (International Mone- 
tary Fund)." 

“If there is anybody who paid for 
this study it is the Filipino people, Lam. 
of the University of the Philippines, 
[The] Filipino people support the Uni- 
versity of the Philippines," he said. 


Our apologies. 


STATEMENT OF INDIGNATION 


The Federation of Filipino Chinese Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry, Inc., the leading association of Chinese-Fillpinos in the country, 
expresses its indignation over remarks made by Senator Miriem 
Defensor-Santiago during Wednesday's Senate investigation on the 
National Broadband Network. 


We were taken aback by the irresponsible and insensitive statements by 
Sen. Santiago against the Chinese, especially in view of the following: 


The ZTE-NBN deal is still under investigation. No civil or criminal 
charges have been filed and the alleged culpability of involved 
parties has yet to be established. 


Alleged irregularities in the “isolated” NBN-ZTE transaction 
cannot be the basis of the unwarranted and regrettable 
condemnation by Sen. Santiago that the Chinese people 
invented corruption. 


This unfortunate utterance is all the more deplorable since Sen. 
Santiago is not only a Senator of the Republic, but more so, is 
Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. 


While her outburst may have been made in the heat of emotion 
during the ZTE-NBN probe, the general and sweeping racial slur 
is directed against all Chinese and ethnic Chinese around the 
world. 


In the interest of fair play, we at the Federation of 
Filipino-Chinese Chambers of Commerce and Industry — in 
behalf of all fellow Chinese-Filipinos — demand an immediate and 
unqualified apology from Senator Santiago. 


FEDERATION OF FILIPINO-CHINESE CHAMBERS 
OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY, INC. 


the allegedly overpriced National Broadband 
Network (NBN) project that the Philippine 
signed with a Chinese company. 

"T will write a formal letter of apology to 
the Chinese ambassador, Santiago, head 
of the Senate foreign relations committee 
and a close ally of President Macapagel-Ar- 
royo, told reporters. 

Santiago, famous for her mercurial tem- 
per, berated China in Wednesday's nation- 
ally televised hearing on the $329-million 
NBN project that was awarded to China's 
Zhong Xing Telecommunication Equip- 

amid allegations of 


icing. 

Former Socioeconomic Planning Secre- 
tary Romulo Neri and businessman Jose 
“Joey” de Venecia III, whose company lost 
the NBN contract, testified that they were 
offered bribes by Commission on Elections 
Chair Benjamin Abalos to clear ZTE for the 
contract, which has since been suspended. 

Abalos denied the allegations but admit- 
ted that ZTE officials were his "golfing bud- 
dies" and had paid for his trips to China. 

"China invented civilization in the East, but 
as well it invented corruption for all of human 
civilization," Santiago said during the hearing. 

She also admonished witnesses at the hear- 
ing for “just fighting over your kickbacks.” 


Embassy protest 

The remarks raised a howl of protest 
from the Chinese Embassy and the Chi- 
nese-Filipino community in the country. 

Sen. Manuel Roxas II called for sobriety 
amid the wave of China-bashing triggered 
by the scandal. 

"Such kind of comments [are] neither 
fair nor correct," the Chinese Embassy said 
ina statement. 

“We believe that the Philippine govem- 
ment and the people of the Philippines will 
not agree to that. Itis known to all that anti- 
corruption is a common task faced by all 
the countries of the world. Corruption ex- 
ists not only in China, nor was it created by 
China," the embassy said. 

"The Chinese government has all along 
devoted itself to the building of an honest 
and clean government and combat against. 
all forms of corruption," the statement said. 

"In recent years, the Chinese government. 
has adopted even tougher measures in 
combat against corruption and achieved 
prominent results. [We] think people of in- 
sight can all see it." 

According to an embassy spokesperson, 
Santiago sent a letter yesterday "to apolo- 
gize to the Chinese ambassador, the People's 
Republic of China and the Chinese people." 

Reached by the INumen on the phone 
last night, the embassy spokesperson said 


Red-faced Miriam apologizes to China 
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Ambassador Li Jinjun “expressed his appre- 
ciation and hopes to make a joint effort 
with Senator Santiago and also people 
from the various circles of Philippine soci- 
ety for the further enhancement of Chi- 
nese-Philippine friendship and mutual ben- 
eficial cooperation." 


Apology demand 

The Federation of Filipino-Chinese 
Chambers of Commerce and Industry Inc. 
(FFCCCII) demanded an apology in behalf 
of ethnic Chinese, not just in the country 
but around the world. 

“While her [Santiago's] outburst may 
have been made in the heat of emotion dur- 
ing the ZTE-NBN probe, the general and 
sweeping racial slur is directed against all 
Chinese and ethnic Chinese around the 
world," the FFCCCII said in a statement. 

The federation has more than 50,000 mem- 
bersin 170 chapters around the country. 

“Iwill never denigrate the Chinese because 
Iam married to one,” Santiago said. “My hus- 
band isa Yap, his mother was Chinese.” 

She said: "Tve always been a great ad- 
mirer of Chinese civilization. I made a trip 
to China when I was not a public official to 
see their historical monuments and imbibe 
their culture." 

In explaining her outburst, Santiago said 
“we were talking about a Chinese contract. 
My point was if you are a public official and 
there's a pending government project with 
you, to socialize with any of the parties of 
the contract is very suspicious." 

But Roxas urged the public to take a more 
objective look at the Chinese projects rather 
than see them all in a bad light like ZTE. 


Bidding flaws 

"The problem is not China. The problem 
is that Philippine officials, every time they 
enter into a deal with China, they use that 
as an excuse to bypass the regular procure- 
ment laws which require bidding. Thats 
the problem, it's not our transactions with 
China," Roxas said. 

The reason the government has been 
having trouble with its China projects is be- 
cause the administration failed to follow 
the proper bidding procedures, Roxas said. 

“All ofthe transactions with China that were 
problematic, the cause of the problem is, it 
didn't go through bidding. The money doesn't 
enter the country and the lender, which is Chi- 
na Exim Bank, gets to choose the contractor. 
We will pay for that. So it seems to me that we 
ought to have a say on how the money is 
spent. Is as simple as that,” he said. 

“I am confident that [our] 33 years of 
cultural and historic ties with China are 
strong enough to withstand the ZTE contro- 
versy,” the senator said. With reports from 
Volt Contreras, AP and Inquirer.net 
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in the House by virtue of his position. 
“But I'm confident that it would ulti- 

anately be conscience that would pre- 

vail in each and every member of 

. Congress,” he said. 

* Abalos made the appeal while Sup! 
ĉo was filing the impeachment com- 
plaint in the office of the House secr 

‚ztary general shortly after noon, 


“Final ingredient 
__Suplico said the impeachment com- 
Sint last had its final ingredient af- 
Ztér Romulo Neri exploded his bomb- 
{shell in the Senate on Wednesday. 
J aptbuto na (It's done)," Suplico said. 
%, "In all the meetings of government 
* officials involving ZTE, he [Abalos] 
was there. From golf courses in China 
16 hotels in Manila .... I believe we 
‚have an open-and-shut case against 
Chairman Abalos,” Suplico said. 
+S The impeachment complaint came 
"à day after Neri told a Senate inquiry 
that Abalos had offered him a P200- 
million bribe in exchange for endors- 
ing the proposal of China's ZTE Corp. 
to undertake the NBN project. 
“Neri, now chair of the Commission 
oh Higher Education, was the direc- 
‘tor general of the National Economic 
and Development Authority (Neda) 
when the NBN project and the ZTE 
contract were approved. Neda eval- 
uates proposed government. pro- 
jects. 
= Testifying at the same hearing on 
Wednesday, Abalos claimed that Neri 
“was lying under oath. 


Four grounds 
Suplico cited four grounds—bribery, 
culpable violation of the Constitution, 
batrayal of public trust, and graft and 
corruption—in filing the complaint 
against Abalos. 
*We have two sets of strong evidence 
against Chairman Abalos. One, the testi- 
Jnonial evidence of Jose de Venecia IIT 
Zand Secretary Neri. Two, the series of 
‘unfortunate events involving Chairman 
Abalos,” Suplico told reporters 
Suplico, a former deputy minority 
leader, was accompanied to the office of 
ther House secretary general by two en- 
dórsers from the House minority —Bayan. 
Muna Rep. Teodoro Casifio and Bukid- 
non Rep. Teofisto Guingona I. 
vZamboanga City Rep. Maria Isabelle 
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Climaco, a member of the Laban ng 
Demokratikong Pilipino and the ma- 
jority coalition in the House, was the 
first to endorse the complaint against 
Abalos. 

“During the session (on Wednes- 
day), we were affected by the events 
that happened in the Senate. We owe it 
to ourselves to cleanse the Comelec,” 
Climaco told the INGURER in a tele- 
phone interview after she faxed her en- 
dorsement from Zamboanga City. 


Numbers game 

The chair and the commissioners of 
the Comelec, a constitutional body, 
cannot be fired by the President, They 
may be removed from office only 
through impeachment. 

Avote of at least one-third (80 out of 
239) of all the members of the House is 
required to affirm an impeachment 
complaint. 

Tfthat happens, the next step is a tri- 
al in the Senate, which shall act as the 
impeachment court. 

Abalos acknowledged that the fate 
of the impeachment complaint rested 
on whether it could gather sufficient 
numbers. 

House Majority Leader Arthur De- 
fensor said. the revelations of the 
younger De Venecia, coupled with the 
testimony of Neri, were "very serious” 
and might have provided enough 
grounds to impeach Abalos. 

But he assured Abalos that the Speak- 
er would remain neutral on the issue, 


Close friend 

In a previous interview with the In- 
quer, De Venecia said he “pitied” the 
Comelec chair considering that the 
scandal was triggered by the revela- 
tions of his own son. 

‘The Speaker described Abalos as a 
close friend more than a political ally. 

Abalos was a key figure in the Lakas- 
Christian Muslim Democrats, De Vene- 
cia's party, before he was appointed to 
the Comelec. 

Abalos said his friendship with the 
Speaker remained despite the controver- 
sy. "You can't quantify the damage (suf- 
fered) by a person in terms of money” he 
said of the seandals impact on him. 


Retiring in February 

Time may be on Abalos’ side. 

The House has a tight schedule in 
the coming weeks and may not have 
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and Benjamin Abalos, the powerhouse cast in the NBN scandal, during a rally in front of the Senate building in Pasay 


enough time to tackle the impeach- 
ment complaint before Abalos retires 
in February 2008, Rep. Ronaldo 
Zamora said. 

Zamora, the House minority leader, 
said aside from impeachment, law- 
makers were studying other options, 
including filing criminal charges 
against Abalos. 

Sorsogon Rep. Jose Solis, a mem- 
ber of the "pro-Arroyo only" bloc in 
the House, assured Abalos at the 
budget hearing that he would not 
support the impeachment com- 
plaint. 

He noted that Abalos was due to re- 
tire in February, anyway. 

Presidential Legal Counsel Sergio 
Apostol predicted the defeat of any im- 
peachment case against Abalos despite 
Neri's explosive testimony. 


Faster than a speeding bullet 

“Impeachment is quasi-judicial and 
quasi-political. It is a matter of num- 
bers,” he said. 

“T think (Abalos) will be 
able to squelch the complaint. 
because (the complainants) 
will have a hard time obtain- 
ing the requisite number,” 
Apostol said. 

But Casifio said impeach- 


ing Abalos “can be faster than a speed- 
ing bullet. It really depends on political 
will.” 

“T think congressmen will be cross- 
ing party lines on this issue,” he 
said. 

In the past two years, allies of Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo in the House 
quashed two impeachment complaints 
against her over allegations of corrup- 
tion and vote-rigging in the 2004 elec- 
tions. 

Guingona expressed optimism that 
his group would have the numbers this 
time. 

"We have received word from the 
administration congressmen that they 
are willing to join us in this crusade,” 
hesaid. 

Climaco said she was not alone in 
the majority in supporting the im- 
peachment move against Abalos. 

“This is one thing the members of 
the majority and even the minority can 
support," she said. 

Asked if her endorsement had the 
imprimatur of the House leadership, 
Climaco said: “Zamboanga City has 
generally been opposition (and) our 
party's coalition with the administra- 
tion has been a critical (collabora- 
tion).” 

"consulted my constituents in Zam- 


boanga City, the lay leaders.... (and 
they all agreed) it’s really right (to 
bring justice to the Comelec),” Clima- 
co said. 

Climaco said her family had had a 
number of negative experiences with 
the Comelec. 


9 copies 

Before the complaint was filed, Su- 
plico and "volunteer lawyers" Reynold 
Munsayac and John Rodolfo briefed 
Casifio and Guingona in the office of 
Zamora. 

They were joined by Bayan Muna 
Rep. Satur Ocampo, Gabriela Rep. Liza 
Maza and Bayan Muna's third nominee 
in the May elections, lawyer Neri Col- 
menares. 

Suplico submitted at least nine 
copies of the complaint and annexes to 
the office of the secretary general. 

The Supreme Court has suspended 
the project, which seeks to link nation- 
al agencies with local government 
units through a high-capacity telecom- 
munications network. 

Faced with questions over the gov- 
ernment’s allegedly corrupt prac- 
tices, President Arroyo also put it on 
hold. 

ZTE has denied any irregularities. 
With a report from Michael Lim Ubac 


Man in eye of storm calm morning after 


From page Al 


'ader in INNOVATION 


CSR 
Comite 


leader in protective coatings 
paints, and recently awarded 


| Superbrands (CY 2007-2008) CORDially invites wholesalers, distributors and qualified business 


‘wnes to join our. 


HIGH PROFIT DEALERSHIP PROGRAM 


This program not only allows you to expand 
your product lines to cover hardware, 
‘automotive, marine and fishing markets with 
the highest profit margins, but it also gives you 
the opportunity to retail highly innovative and 
new-ta orld products that sell 
themselves! G rou more for 
also entitles you to exclusive 
all year round! 


force to be effective profit makers for your, 
company 


It's about time to grow your business and 
ie smarter business decisions. Grab the 
of buying directly from the sour 


1-4860 or (02)531-11 
Em or Gigi 


and look for 


You may send your company profile. tra 


committee less than 12 hours after 
answering allegations that he had 
offered bribes in the course of bro- 
kering the $329-million National 
Broadband Network (NBN) deal 
with China's ZTE Corp. 

He described the Senate session 
hall on Wednesday as a "lion's den," 
but said he did not regret facing his 
accusers and some purportedly bi- 
ased senators. 

“T knew what I was walking into 

but at least I was given a chance 
to explain," he said. 


Forty winks 

Abalos said the stressful experi- 
ence did not deprive him of a good 
nights sleep before the budget 
hearing. 

"Usually Pm snoring even without 
reaching my bed," he said in Filipino. 
"Thats how I take [things], especial- 
ly when I know that my conscience is 
clear. Pm not bothered at all.” 

Itapparently helped that Lagman 


laid down the ground rules before 
Abalos was called upon to defend 
the Comelec budget. It helped, too, 
that minority lawmakers were not 
around to raise the NBN deal. 

"He's here not to defend himself 
personally because he did that al- 
ready [on Wednesday],” Lagman 
told the members of the appropria- 
tions committee. "He's here to de- 
fend the budget of the Comelec, so 

.. we will limit questions [to those] 
related to the budget.” 

At the impromptu press confer- 
ence after the hearing, Abalos said 
he had expected the antagonism of 
a number of senators. 

Still, he said, he defied the advice. 
of his lawyer and friends not to 
make an appearance: "I told them 
that I had to face everybody be- 
cause I had a clear conscience,” 

If there were any regrets, it was 
that certain senators had made a 
“prejudgment” way before they had 
heard his side, he said. 

“They think he's god-sent,” Aba- 

los said of Romulo Neri, the 
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former socioeconomic plan- 
ning secretary who had ac- 
cused Abalos of offering 
him P200 million in ex- 
change for supporting the 
NBN deal. 


Truth, principles 
At the Comelec, Abalos’ 
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the other commissioners 
were hoping that the truth 
would come out soon for 
the good of the public. 

He said the Comelec un- 
derstood the seriousness of 
the allegations against Abalos 
and the latter's denials—all 

\ 


ABALOS: My conscienceis clear. 
INGURERMOTO 


made under oath. 

In a separate interview, Commis- 
sioner Romeo Brawner said the poll 
body was “one big family," and that 
its officers would continue to stand 
by Abalos. 

Brawner said he personally be- 
lieved in Abalos' innocence in the 
charges, which he described as "a 
product of evil motives." 

“Since he [Abalos] is my col- 
league and boss in the Comelec, 
youcan't blame me for entertaining 
ihe belief that all these are 
drummed-up charges. Honestly, I 
feel he is not guilty,” Brawner told 
the Inquinen. 

He said he hoped that Abalos 
would be able to hurdle the contro- 
versy “with flying colors.” 

Brawner also said that while the 
Comelec as an institution was being 
dragged into the controversy because 
of Abalos alleged involvement, the 
poll body's integrity remained intact. 

He dismissed the controversy as 
' part of dirty politics, saying “any- 
body can be blamed for anything” 
nowadays. With a report from Bev- 
erly T. Natividad 
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By Margaux C. 
Ortiz 


THE BUREAU OF 
Immigration is set 
to deport’ a 
Japanese national 
who allegedly 
caused trouble in 
his neighborhood in 
Davao for the past 
three years. 
Immigration 
Commissioner 
Marcelino 
Libanan said Shin 
Komatsu, 55, is 
detained at the BI 
jail in Bicutan, 
Taguig City, pend- 
ing deportation 
proceedings. 
Libanan said Ko- 
matsu was arrest- 
ed last Aug. 29 at 
his house in 
Bansalan, Davao 
Del Sur by opera- 
tives of the bu- 
reau’s Migration 
Compliance and 
Monitoring Group 
following com- 
plaints from his 
neighbors who ac- 
cused him of being 
“a troublesome 
drunkard.” 
“There is no 
doubt that he had 
become a public 
charge and his 
continued — pres- 
ence in the country 
is causing trouble 
and giving unnec- 
essary burden to 
residents in his 
neighborhood," 
Libanan said in a 
statement. 
Komatsu's 
neighbors earlier 
submitted to the 
bureau a petition 
calling for the de- 
portation of the 
Japanese national 
“for being an un- 
desirable alien.” 
According to the 
petition, Komatsu 
has been overstay- 
ing in the country 
for the past three 
years. 
Libanan said Ko- 
matsu had been the 
objet of com- 


plaints filed with 
the local police, in- 
cluding arson 
charges: in July 
2005 when he al- 
legedly burned a 
house along Villa 
Doneza Street. 

The Japanese na- 
tional again ran 


United Tree LENDING CORP 


amuck last Aug. 2 at 
the house of his 
landlord after join- 
ing a drinking ses- 
sion. 

Immigration 
records showed 
that Komatsu ar- 
rived in the country 
in July 2004 and 
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national, however, 
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his passport during 
his arrest, making 
him an undocu- 
mented alien,” 
Libanan said. 
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Clinton: Everybody is afraid of Gloria 


From page Al 


quoted Clinton telling her before she went 
up the stage to participate in one of the 
sions of the forum held at the Sheraton hi 
tel here. 

Clinton moderated the discussions on 
poverty alleviation and religious tensions 

Ms Arroyo was the only woman on the 
six-member panel that included South 
African Archbishop Desmond Tutu, former 
US Vice President Al Gore, Afghanistan 
President Hamid Karzai, Wal-Mart chief ex 
ecutive officer H. Lee Scott and World Bank 
president Robert Zoelick 

Tutu, a Nobel peace laureate, talked about 
the plight of Burmese leader Aung San Suu Kyi, 
whose continued house arrest has sparked a 
new round of protests against the military junta 
in her country. (Story on this page.) 


Tutu's pin-up girl 
Tutu said he admired Suu Kyi, calling her 
his “pin-up” girl for her quiet leadership 
qualities 
That may be the reason 
cared of her,” Clinton re 
Aung San Suu Kyi. He then said: “Every 
in the Philippines is scared of Gloria 
go, people were Writing 
her off, that she was in terrible trouble 
That the Philippines was in terrible trou 
bl linton said in introducing Ms Arroyo 
whom he described as a former classmate 
town University and a friend of 


hy they ar 
d in reference 


Not too loi 


many years 

But she took a lot of tough economic pc 
itions and the economy had a complete 
turnaround and she's on the way up nov 

shape,” he said 
how Ms Arroyo 

promoting. reconciliation given the "reli 
gious differences" in the countr al 
n Mindanao. 


Paradigm for peace 
Ms Arroyo told Clinton that her admini: 
tration had a “paradigm for peace” and thi 
involved confidence-building measure 
through interfaith dialogue and cultural 
awareness 

Ms Arroyo said the peace initiative was 
being promoted by the country’s Roman 
Catholic bishops and Muslim re à 
rs called ulama and that this was also pa 
if the government's Medium Term Devel 
opment Plan 


pushing basic in 


MARVELOUS: Former US President Bill Clinton marvels at the way Presid 
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able to turn the economy around when “people were writing her off not too long ago" at the 
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and be able to tackle whatever is 
going on at home." 

“I mean every President we had 
since the beginning of time has to 
endure some kind of opposition of 
some sort and this is no excep- 
tion," Salonga said. 


problems she is having at home 
that she is able to rise above what- 
ever is going on," Salonga said. 

She expressed the hope that 
when Ms Arroyo returned to the 
Philippines, she would be a "little 
bit more refreshed and renewed 


—— sh 


ing 


is dang 


GMA orders c 


reation of seven more 


VASE RR = 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2007 


economic zones near geothermal sites” 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


IN LINE WITH HER GOAL TO "DEVELOP" 
more economic zones, President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo has ordered the creation of sev- 
en more economic zones in places adjacent. 
to geothermal-producing sites. 

Ms Arroyo, in Executive Otder No. 661 
signed on Sept. 10 and released Wednes- 
day, directed local government units to de- 
velop the zones in coordination with the 
Philippine Economic Zone Authority 
(Peza). 

The areas are Tiwi in Albay; Makban, 
which borders mounts Makiling and Bana- 
haw in Laguna; Tongonan, which borders 
Ormoc and Kananga in Leyte; Palinpinon in“ 
Valencia, Negros Oriental; Bacman, which 
borders Bacon and Manito in Sorsogon and 
Albay, respectively; Mt. Apo on:the border 
of Kidapawan in North Cotabato, and Mur- 
cia in Negros Occidental. E 

Ms Arroyo said "the government “is 
adopting measures to give open access to 
private and publicly owned. economic 
zones in sourcing their power with the end 
in view of lowering the power cost in the 
economic zones and to promote competi- 
tiveness.” 

She noted that the country had one of the. 
highest industrial power rates in Southeast 
Asia, and that majority of the biggest power 
consumers were industrial locators in eco- 
nomic zones. 

“There is a compelling need for a more 
reliable, economical, competitive and ef- 
ficient power supply to provide quality 
electricity to power-sensitive industrial 
locators in the economic zones and to en- 
courage future locators,” Ms Arroyo 
said. 


Tax duties on imports 

To curb smuggling in the Subic Special 
Economic Zone, Ms Arroyo issued EO 660 
on Sept. 13 that would impose taxes on im- 
ported goods and equipment of registered 
enterprises there in excess of their require- 
ments. 

The President noted that under existing 
law, registered businesses, enterprises and 
locators within Subic were exempt from na- 
tional internal revenues and custom duties 
on their imports of raw materials, capital 
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GMA NEVER LEFT HOME, Filipinos in New York raise the same issues that hound Pres 


Arroyo back home. They picket 
until her departure on Friday. 


goods and equipment for their business op- 
erations. 

“There is a need to ensure that raw mate- 
rials .., are only those required for their 
business activities and operations,” she 
said, stressing that the “government needs 
additional revenue to finance the country's 
economic and development programs and 
projects.” 

Ms Arroyo said that imported goods and 
equipment “in excess of the requirements 
of their registered business ... shall be 
deemed brought into or sold within the cus- 
toms territory and, therefore, subject to the 
payment of taxes and custom duties in ac- 
cordance with existing customs and tax 
lows." 

She directed the Buréau of Customs 
and the Bureau of Internal Revenue, in 
coordination with the Subic Bay 
Metropolitan Authority (SBMA), to issue. 
appropriate issuances or circulars to 
"clarify and/or simplify" the documenta- 
tion, procedures, tax treatment and pay- 


front of the Waldorf Astoria where Ms Arroyo is billeted 
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ment of taxes and duties of the excess im- 
portations.” 


Condemnation process 

‘Amid the rampant smuggling of vehicles 
into Subic, the government, upon the order 
of the President, destroyed 18 smuggled 
cars in a nationally televised event on Aug. 
16 that was described by Customs Commis. 
sioner Napoleon Morales as a “condemna- 
tion process.” 

However, the Department of Finance, 
Bureau of Customs and the SBMA 
spared from destruction other smuggled, 
luxury vehicles such as a Corvette, Lam- 
borghini, Porsches, Audis and Cadillacs 
they had earlier said they would de^ 
stroy. 

Some 100 officials and employees of the 
BOC are involved in the smuggling of cars 
and other items via the country’s free ports, 
according to Antonio Villar Jr., chief of the 
newly created Presidential Anti-Smuggling 
Group. 
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Corrupt 


N OUR COLLECTIVE DISAPPOINTMENT OVER 
I: Chairman Romulo Neri's frustrated testimony 

last Wednesday, let us not lose sight of a truly signifi- 
cant gain: clear and credible testimony, by a Cabinet-level 
official, that Commission on Elections Chairman Ben- 
jamin Abalos is corrupt. 

“Sec, may 200 ka dito,” Abalos allegedly told Neri while 

they were discussing the National 
EDITORIAL Broadband Network and the ZTE ar- 

rangement during a golf game. Con- 
sidering the magnitude of the project, Neri said he as: 
sumed Abalos was offering him a P200-million bribe. 

Abalos took his time issuing a denial. First he qualified 
his accuser’s statement: “I don’t understand what 200 he 
is talking about.” (This was a detail he kept bringing up 
during Wednesday’s 11-hour hearing.) Then he raised a 
thetorical question: “Why would I offer him a bribe?” 
(Another point he made more than once.) Then finally 
the denial: “He is lying as far as that is concerned.” 

But Neri, sometimes needlessly punctilious on other 
details, replied sweepingly: “I have a very clear recollec- 
tion of that incident.” 

Neri’s accusation is the second bribery charge levied 
against Abalos during the ongoing Senate joint commit- 
tee hearings on the NBN project. Last week, businessman 
Jose ‘Joey” de Venecia III testified that Abalos offered him 
$10 million to back out of the NBN project. 

Abalos has denied De Venecia’s charge, and in similar 
fashion. He attacked his accuser’s credibility and then 
professed his innocence by raising the question of motive. 
Why, he wants to know, would he offer anyone a bribe? 

Why? Because, if the information we glean from four 
days of sometimes riveting testimony is anything to go by, 
he was brokering for ZTE. 

This is a point he has vigorously denied. Abalos has said 
repeatedly that he has no financial or other interest, ei- 
ther in ZTE's deal or in the NBN. And yet, to a reasonable 
observer, his actions since last year clearly draw a disturb- 
ing picture of a powerful official peddling make-or-break 
influence. 

Let's get this clear. Abalos said last Wednesday he was 
close to certain officers of ZTE; it was a friendship he did 
not deny, he told the Senate. And yet only a couple of 
weeks ago, Abalos did precisely that: he denied his close- 
ness to ZTE by telling reporters it was his daughter who 
was close to them. 

Abalos said last Wednesday he became close to ZTE of- 
ficers only early last year. It is hard to avoid the conclu- 
sion, however, that this friendship must have been, shall 
we say, expedited, because before the year was up, and 
according to Abalos’ own testimony, businessmen like De 
Venecia were already seeking him out precisely for his 
perceived closeness to ZTE. 

Abalos said last Wednesday he did not travel “several” 
times to China, but only four times during the period in 
question, and that only one of these four directly con- 
cerned ZTE. We find this hard to believe. Abalos is cer- 
tainly wily, more slippery than an eel, but even if we grant 
him the benefit of the doubt, this much is clear: the Dec. 
27, 2006 meeting in China with ZTE officials where De 
Venecia was present is already proof of illegal influence- 
peddling. That one meeting alone, which he said he took 
part in as a concession to De Venecia's persistence and as 
a favor to the businessman's father, Speaker Jose de Vene- 
cia, is already proof that Abalos acted as a broker—if not 
for ZTE, then for the Filipino businessman. Either way, 
that is impeachable conduct by the country's top election 

‚official. 

Abalos said last Wednesday he was merely the target of 
a choreographed smear campaign. But it is his track 
record that taints him, not the latest accusations. He tried 
to turn the tables on Neri, suggesting that it was the low- 
profile, non-political former socioeconomic planning sec- 
retary who was in fact the deal's broker. But his accusa- 
tion did not stick, because Neri does not have that kind of 
reputation. 

On the other hand, the alleged bribery attempts, the 
nonetoo-subtle brokering for ZTE, the running to First 

‘Gentleman Mike Arroyo to get a rival to "back off'—all 
these have the ring of truth, not only because they come 
from credible sources, but because Abalos has had his fin- 
gers caught in other cookie jars before. i 

Open and shut—thats the case against Abalos. 
Congress should impeach him. 
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LAST WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 26, WE REPORTED 
the aborted boat tour by Environment Secre- 
tary Lito Atienza of the Marilao-Meycauayan- 
Obando river system, which has become world 
famous after it was listed as one of the 30 most 
polluted places in the world. I suggested thar 
Atienza also try a tour of the Tenejeros-Tulla- 
han River which is also one of the most pollut- 
ed rivers in the world. I suggested it because it 
is relatively easier to nurse back to health. 

‘The Tenejeros-Tullahan River runs through 
Malabon and Valenzuela, which used to be fa- 
mous for their fishponds. it used to supply 
fresh sea water to the fishponds when its water 
was clean. Thousands of families earned a 
livelihood from it. A person needed but to get 
into it with a net, a spear, a trap or a hook and 
line, and he was sure to go home a few hours 
later with enough fish, shrimps, crabs or oys- 
ters for the family. 

The riverbanks used to be lined with thick 
growths of mangrove where crabs clambered 


among the roots and kingfishers waited on the* 


branches to dive down to catch fish in the wa- 
terbelow. The river used tobe a playground for 
children living near the river. Many a child 
learned how to swim and fish there. I grew up 
there, and my,childhood chums and I spent 
many happy times there. Not anymore. 

The river is now a cesspool. The fishponds 
are dead. No fish can survive in them. They 
have been covered with dirt and converted in- 
to subdivisions and memorial parks—or squat- 
ter colonies. Factories lining the river throw 
their effluents into the river.and hordes of 
squatters on the riverbanks make it their open 
sewer. This is the water that floods the homes 
of Malabon and Valenzuela during high tides 
and heavy rains. The filling up of the fishponds 
and especially Dagatdagatan, a lake where the 
Bureau of Fisheries unsuccessfully tried to 
make sabalos, adult milkfish, spawn (the ban- 
gus that we buy in the markets are just baby 
milkfish), made the floods deeper and faster. 
Excess water used to run into the ponds and 


WEDNESDAY'S SENATE HEARING BROUGHT 
Out into the open whatever latent racism 
lingers within the Filipino soul. The irony is 
that we are a nation of migrant workers, who 
are often victims of racist bigotry in host coun 
tries abroad, and those of us in the old country 
protest each time we hear a derogatory stereo- 
type against one of our kind. 

Ifonly for that reason—and there are other 
and better reasons—the anti-Chinese remarks 
by no less than the chair of the Senate commit- 
tee on foreign relations have no place in the 
records of the Senate or, for that matter, in any 
conversation in the Philippines. 

‘Many of the senators have cast personal af- 
fronts against the dramatis personae in the Na- 
tional Broadcast Nerwork scandal. | lament 
them all, these terrible slurs against individuals: 
Chairman Benjamin Abalos’ friendship with a 
woman (only his friendship with ZTE officers 
was at issue), Jose “Joey” de Venecia II's past 
drug habit (he smoked and did inhale while in 
college), or Secretary Romulo Neri's credentials. 
to chair the Commission on Higher Education 
(be lacks a Ph.D., a job requirement, bur then he 
holds office merely in an "acting" capacity) 

These insults cross the line on what ques- 
tions are proper for a Senate inquiry. If Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo earlier had the gump- 
tion to issue EO 464 to shield witnesses from 
inquisitive and inquisitorial senators, it was 
precisely because of these public displays of ar- 
rogance by the senators themselves. They 
grate against the Filipino sensibility. The per- 
sonal questions asked during the NBN hear- 
ings—and for that matter, the probing into the 
love life of the amorous former T/Sgt. Vidal 
Doble during the Garci Tapes hearing on Tues- 
day—merely remind the public why Mala- 
cafiang was so cocky that it had public sympa- 
thy for its gag orders. The Senate must not give 
the Palace more ammunition in this battle. 

But it was the wholesale attack against Chi- 
nese the world over that takes the cake. Sen. 
Miriam Defensor-Santiago proclaimed: "China 
invented civilization in the East and corruption 


Neal H. Cruz ® 
Dagatdagatan. With them filled up, the flood- 
waters have nowhere to go but to the streets 
and the homes. 

The Tenejeros-Tullahan River can be re- 
vived. It is a relatively short river. It begins in 
Manila Bay and ends in Binuangan in Bulacan, 
still in Manila Bay. The rising and falling of the. 
tides that occurs twice a day can cleanse it of 
the pollution—provided no new pollutants are 
thrown in. That means relocating the factories 
and squatters. 

To begin with, there should be a law pro- 
hibiting factories and industrial and commer- 
cial establishments from locating near water- 
ways. They will always uy to throw their 
wastes into them, if they're near enough. 

‘To prevent the regular flooding, the Japanese 
government has given the Philippines a loan to 
build dikes along the banks of the Tenejeros- 
Tullahan River. Properly used, the fund can, be- 
sides preventing flooding, accomplish five other 
major benefits: (1) prevent pollution of the riv- 
er; (2) provide two more roads from Malabon 
to Bulacan; (3) increase the value of the lands 
along the river; (4) increase the tax revenues of. 
the two cities; and (5) prevent unscrupulous 
people from stealing parts of the river. 

Owners of lots beside the river steal parts of 
it by filling up the river alongside their lots, 
thus illegally expanding their properties and 
narrowing the waterway. To stop this, I pro- 
pose that roads be built on top of the dikes, one 
on each bank of the river. 

‘That way: (1) lot owners along the riverbanks 
can no longer steal parts of the river; (2) factories 
and squatters can no longer throw their wastes 
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forall of civilization” 

Sure the Senate must not be used to enforce 
honor among thieves—and it was this that infu- 
riated Santiago—and the NBN debate truly has 
elements of a “squabble over kickbacks,” as she 
says, ora "battle among commissioners" in Sen. 
Joker Arroyo's words. And it can also be fairly 
said that the Chinese government's sweetheart 
deals with local predatory elites are part of its 
charm offensive thar pushes "tied aid" one step 
forward; it ties the donee to the donor state, 
and the donor state to the local political lords. 
But this does not allow us to impute corruption 
as a national trait, indeed, as ingrained histori- 
cally in the character of a people, and worse, to 
use the pejorative label "Intsik." 

‘The insular Filipino must be reminded that 
the Middle Kingdom can very well claim to have 
the world's finest civilization, and—while racial 
discrimination exists all over the world, against 
foreigners, in general, and against Asians, in 
particular—it is only in Southeast Asia where a 
specific form of anti-Chinese bigotry persists. In 
other words, itis mainly in Malaysia, Indonesia 
and the Philippines where we find the potent 
cocktail of an ethnic group that is economically 
well-placed but politically excluded. 

To be fair to the Philippines, our record on 
this score is much better than our Asean neigh- 
bors’. Malaysia has racial quotas in school ad- 
missions and even faculty appointments, and 
yet has managed to stay below the radar 
‘screen that could have easily spotted a clear 
case of apartheid. In Jakarta, as recent as the 


May 1998 riots leading tu the fall of President , 


‘Suharto, there were genocidal attacks against 
the ethnic Chinese, committed by gangs of 


into the river (they can be seen by passing mo- 
torists and pedestrians); (3) the market value of 
the lots along the river (now only unsightly back- 
yards) will increase because they will now have 
street frontages; (4) with the increase in the val- 
ue of these lots, the local governments will col- 
lect bigger real estate taxes, and with the setting 
up of commercial establishments along these 
new roads, business taxes will also increase; and 
(S) with the new roads running on the banks of 
the river, it would be easier and faster for Ca- 
manava folk to commute. 

In addition, with the river water already 
clean, ferries can carry passengers and cargo 
from Bulacan, Pampanga and other points 
north down the Tenejeros-Tullahan River to 
Manila Bay and the towns along the way, eas- 
ing the traffic load on the MacArthur Highway 
in Bulacan and the Coastal Road to Cavite, In 
the old days, big flat-bottomed boats called 
"cascos" were poled down this river with their 
loads of rice, sugar, salt, vinegar and nipa shin- 
gles from Bulacan to be sold in Malabon, 
Navotas and other towns along Manila Bay.” 

With the water clean, the river can onicé 
more be a center not only of transportation but 
also of leisure, entertainment and tourism 
such as boating, swimming and fishing. Also, 
people will again have a livelihood from the 
marine life of the river. j 

What are needed for this to happen? Only 
the will power and perseverance of the mayors 
and other officials of Malabon and Valenzuela, 
the cooperation of their citizens, and the help 
ofthe national and foreign governments. 

TODAY'S JOKES: Only in the Philippines 
does the government immediately offer a` 
convict a pardon and the convict sets the 
conditions for the pardon. 

Paper and pen ousted Marcos. Envelope 
ousted Erap. Tape is being used to oust GMA, 
Only in the Philippines are presidents toppled, 
byoffice supplies. 


y 
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men prowling freely while the police looked 
the other way. In contrast, the Philippines has 
elected as president no less than Corazon Co- 
juangco-Aquino, asecond-generation Chinese, 
and has long hailed as its national heroes Chi- 
nese mestizos like Jose Rizal, 

There is a classic 1957 Supreme Court deci- 
sion upholding the exclusion of all foreigners 
from the retail rade, when in fact the target was 
Chinese storekeepers. The Court adopted the na- 
tionalist credo that alien control and dominance 
endangers] the national interest.” The alien 
"owes allegiance to the country of his birth ...his 
stay here is for personal convenience ... gain and 
profit.” He does “not invest [his earnings) in in- 
dustries that... increase [our] national wealth” 
but instead remis them to his family back home. 
But let us ask ourselves: Don't OFWs today do ex- 
actly the same thing, and aren't we all the better 
for it? Or is it just karma catching up with the 
narrow-minded Pinoy? 

But the real peril of racial prejudice is this 
quote from the Court's decision. Citing all the 
“pemicious” trade practices, the Court con- 
cluded: The Chinese have “cheated the opera- 
tion of the law of supply and demand.” Whoa! 
Hold your horses! So finally we have met 
‘Adam Smith's nemesis, someone who can defy 
the law of supply and demand and, along the 
way maybe even the law of gravity as welll 

The Philippine Congress has wisely repealed 
the retail trade nationalization law and | hope 
that Filipinos have gotten over the racism of 
the 1950s. The Chinese-Filipino community 
has prospered even more—thanks to the retail 
nationalization law, they abandoned their sari- 
sari stores and invested in banks and manufac- 
turing. Chinoy culture has thrived and, in my 
reckoning, has already mainstreamed. 

We are stereotyped as illegal aliens in First 
World capitals, and we fight it. But we cannot 
fight invidious stereotyping if we ourselves en- 
gage in it. We must put an end to this bigotry 
once and for all. 


Comments to passionjorreasontemail.com 
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BOT, BOO, BT, BLT. 


THE LETTERS ABOVE ARE NOT AN ALPHABET 
soup. They are variants of the generic BOT 
scheme authórized under RA 6957, the Build-Op- 
erate-Transfer Law, and RA 7718 which amends 
it. In the Senate hearings on the ZTE contract, 
BOT and BOO have been repeatedly mentioned. 

BOT is a contractual arrangement whereby the 
project proponent undertakes the construction, in- 
cluding financing, of a given infrastructure facility 
and the operation and maintenance thereof. In 
plain English, he builds and operates the facility 
Which the government cannot do for lack of money. 

How does the proponent get his money back? He 
is allowed to "charge facility users appropriate tolls, 
fees, rentals, and charges not exceeding those pro- 

sed in his bid,” assuming he has submitted the 
lowest bid and most favorable terms, "based on the 
present value of his proposed tolls, fees, rentals and 
charges over a fixed term.. 

But what is a BOO (Build-Own-Operate) con- 
tract? It is similar to a BOT, except that the propo- 
nent does not have to tum over the facility to the 
government at the end of a “fixed term which shall 
Tiot exceed fifty (50) years.” In other words, he con- 
nues to own and operate the facility That is why 
such contractual arrangement must have the rec- 
commendation of the Investment Coordination 
Commitee (IC) ofthe National Economie and De- 
‘velopment Authority je appro i- 
dent of the Philippines, 

‘Are unsolicited proposals allowed? Yes, under 
the rationale that government officials do not have 
the monopoly of ideas for developing our infras- 
tructures, So, the law not only allows but encour- 
ages them provided, "(1) that the projects involve a 
new concept or technology and/or are not part of 
the list of priority projec, (2) no direct govern- 
mene guarantee, subsidy or equty is required, and 
(3) the ent agency or local government 
unit has invited by publication, for three consecu- 
tive weels, in a newspaper of general circulation, 
Comparative or competitive proposals, and no other 

sal Is received for a period of days, 
and, that in the event: ent submits 
lower price proposal, the original proponent shall 
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have the right to match that price within thirty (30) 
working days." Devoid of legalese, the require- 
ments for unsolicited proposals are stricter; com- 
petitive proposals are still required except that the 
original proponent has the right to match them. 

Erdbeeren dnd ee 
ing. His pror requires no government loan or 
guarantee, nor does it ask for a take-or-pay provi- 
sion. He competes with the rates of existing telcos. 
And itis he who must keep up with technology ad- 
‘vances in telecommunications, which has one of the 
fastest obsolescence in the industry If he fails, it is 
he who loses his shirt. Fair enough. Unlike, the 
$320-million ZTE-government project to be funded 
by a loan from the China Ex-Im Bank. Do we want 
another white elephant after we have just finished 
paying our last amortization for the moth-balled 
‘Bataan Nuclear Power Plant? 

‘The bigger question is: Do we need another 
broadband that the DOTC says will provide seam- 
less connectivity from the national government of- 
fices to our 45,000 barangays? Let us answer the 
following questions: How often do barangay offi- 
cials need to talk directly to a department secretary 
orundersecretary? Never. Toa bureau director? Sel- 
dom, if ever. They call or go to the provincial offices 
of the DPWH, DOH, DILG, etc, or course their re- 
quests through their mayors, congressmen or gov- 


emors. 
How about the need to connect to the 1,600 mu- 
nicipalties? Yes, but let us ask first what percent or 
how many of these cannot be reached at present 
through land lines or by mobile phones. We are not 
ae yet the DOTC officials 

x Seamless connectivity. 
My guess is that almost all offices in the 
poblacion can now be reached by voice or text mes- 
sages, And should there still be some remote munic- 


ROT, ROO, etc. 


{pal offices that are beyond reach, the government 
‘can require the telcos to blanket the areas with cell 
sites within a fixed timetable. In fact, the telcos do it 
‘without being told, when there is a need for it. 
It has been announced that President Macapa- 
has suspended the implementation of 
National Broadband Network project along 
with the Cyber Education Project. In case the latter 
gets revived, we should ask if there is no other de- 
Livery vehicle to transmit the lectures of the "expert" 
gurus on various fields to all public schools, includ- 
ing the remote rural areas, assuming this didactic 
a is what our rural children need. Picture 
malnourished children, who can barely compre- 
hend instructions from their teachers, huddled in 
front of TV monitors listening to expert lectures on 
science, math, physics, history etc. How many 
classrooms, books, feeding programs and addition- 
alteachers can be funded i 
If the Department of Education insists that our 
schoolchildren should imbibe their lessons from 
master teachers, how about burning their lectures 
in CDs? How much does a blank CD cost? P20. But 


if the buys hundreds of thousands of 
them the cost could be halved. 


‘Let us do some arithmetic: We now have 45,000 
barangays, so we must have at least 45,000 baran- 
gay elementary schools Add the high schools and 
elementary schools in the cities and poblaciones 
and we may have few thousands more, but let us 
assume that we have 100,000 schools to send CDs 
to, At P10 per CD, thats P12 million a year, assum- 
Ing the DepEd sends out CDs one every month 
a few more million pesos for costs and 
honoraria for the lecturers, say, P20 million. Com- 
pare that with the P23-bilion cost of the CyberEd 
project, excluding operating costs. 

Ah, but the DepEd wants the lectures broadcast 
so that they can be viewed instantiy Then, why not 
ne 
even bean! no 
Zaftera month, ora year? 


Felicito C. the author of the 
SEN principal f 


The worst punishment 


THANK GOD I HAVEN'T DONE ANYTHING TO 
merit a Senate investigation. 

My late father-in-law used to warn his children 
never to get entangled with the law because a po- 
lice record will follow you for the rest of your life. 
But I think it's even more important to tell our 
children that if they want to lead a private lie, 
away from the glare of publicity and public atten- 
tion, then they should never join politics, never 
accept a publie position, never bid for any gove 
ernment contract, or point any accusing fingers at 
any government offical or entity—or else. 

Or else... they will reap the worst punishment 
ever conceived against any human being—bei 
grilled by our senators. 1 wouldn't wish what befe! 
Joey de Venecia, CHEd Chairman Romulo Neri, 
Comelec Chairman Benjamin Abalos and a varied 
cast of supporting characters even on my worst en- 
emy Imagine, being nerrgaed for more than 
eight hours, in the literal glare of public scrutiny 
and TV lights, berated, hounded and harangued, 
and having all your decisions and actions, includ- 
ing fathering a possible love child, laid bare before 
the world and nitpicked ad nauseam. 

If Neri, who was said to still be suffering from 
Intestinal flu, was queasy before he entered the. 
Senate hall, he must have been positively nau- 
seous as he left it. By the time the radio coverage (I 
was in an area without TV) was cut short to give 
way to the early evening news, Iwas myself feeling 
a little dizzy, my head swimming with figures and 
assertions, truths and counter-truths, excuses and 
innuendos, and one angry outburst from the Mis- 
tress of the Dramatic Walkout. It was concededly 
extremely entertaining, but as the day wore on, I 
could just imagine how weary the witnesses were, 
though our gallant legislators still showed plenty 
öf gusto and had on reserve never-ending rounds 
‘of ammunition to hurl at their “invitees.” 

NERI'S testimony had been much-anticipated, 
ind when he came out and finally confirmed 
hat indeed Chairman Abalos had told him 
that there was “200 for you” should the ZTE 
koadband deal push through, everyone lis- 


WIEN CAUGHT IN TRAFFIC, I AMUSE MYSELF 

byusing up all the foul language I know. After this 
bref vocal exercise, I observe how others try to 
coje. Watching Filipino motorists trying to get 
oul of a jam (usually of their own making) re- 
mids me of those clinical experiments they do 
win rats in a maze. Better still, it is an example of 
hov lemmings follow each other to the death. 

‘One of the lessons Ihave learned about Manila 
trafic, aside from bearing with it, is that you 
must try as best as you can to get on to and re- 
man on a major road. How many of us have tak- 
ent detour in some small alleys to escape traffic, 
onl to get stuck and realize that everyone else 
had exactly the same idea? Staying on a major 
stre means that help will come at some point, 
butif you are caught in some forgotten esquinita, 
youare bound to stew for a very long time. 

Gn our way back to Makati from Mendiola the 
other day, my friend decided to avoid traffic by 
turning left after Nagtahan Bridge to Pandacan. I 
thought he would go through the normal route 
thetleads to Santa Ana, but he decided to go deep 
in old Pandacan, now better remembered for 
these oil depots along the Pasig that pose a threat 
to residents because they are a prime target for 
terrorists. My friend drove into little streets, often 
having to dole out change to shirtless trolls di- 
recting traffic, as some sort of toll. 

Tam in good hands, I said to myself, he knows 
his way around. As we admired many old houses 
in the district, we passed by a monument to "P. 
Zamora" who is better remembered as the “za” in 
“Gomburza.” I didn't know that one of the mar- 
tyrs of 1872 came from this place, because I al- 
ways associate Pandacan with Balagtas. | would 
explain that all of the streets here were named 
with “Florante at Laura" as a theme. Unless these 
old names have been replaced with those of city 
and local officials, the streets of Pandacan teach 
or at least remind people about Balagtas and his 
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tening thought he had finally found his mojo. 
But the rest of his testimony was decidedly 
anti-climactic. Sen. Mar Roxas was right: even 
if Neri had told the President about the bril 
attempt, he should have warned his 
pal" that this was the same contract for which 
he had been sounded out earlier when the deal 
came before the President for Ifthe 
proponents and their agent had P200 million 
(the amount Neri conceded he thought Abalos 
Tk em ibara te projet wen at ba vt 
learly the project was, at the very 
least, overpriced, But when asked to explain 
why the President was dend-set on pushing 
through with the broadband project, Neri 
behind GMA's skirt, as it were, invoking execu- 
tive privilege. 
‘And what about Abalos? His standard ex- 
cuse for his seemingly constant 
whenever the Chinese met with local officials 
to discuss the project was that he was simply 
there as a matter of courtesy, being 
of Wack Wack golf club and having facilitated 
the booking of such meetings. 
Now, I wonder why the folks at ZTE were so 
fond of Wack Wack. After all, there are hun- 
dreds of golf courses, not to mention hotels 
and restaurants, which they could book for 
their trysts and meetings. Why did they always 
have to meet in a golf course where Abalos has 
such influence? 
SEN. MIRIAM Defensor-Santiago's tirade against 
the witnesses had the ring of truth. In essence, 
the entire controversy boils down to a dispute 
over kickbacks. 


Lost in Pandacan 


epic poem that we all endured in high school. 

We are told that Balagtas moved from Tondo to 
Pandacan sometime in 1835 or 1836. There, he 
fell in love with a certain Maria Asuncion Rivera 
who is said to be the “Celia,” the muse to whom. 
“Florante at Laura” was dedicated. If you will re- 
member the only clue we have to the identity of 
Celia are the initials "M.A.R." 

Herminigildo Cruz, in his often cited book 
"Kung Sinong Kumatha ng Florante?” actually 


"gives us the names of other women in the bard's 


life. While textbook history has chosen to immor- 
talize Maria Asuncion Rivera as the muse, there 
happens to be another contender for the title by 
the name of Magdalena Ana Ramos, who has un- 
fortunately been forgotten by history. 

‘The next question is why did someone named 
Maria Asuncion or Magdalena Ana have the nick- 
name “Celia” (depending on the version you are 
holding, this is also spelled “Selya”)? This has not 
been fully explained, but for a very complicated 
‘apocryphal story about M.A.R. having musical 
talent and being a good pianist. It is said that she 
got her nickname because there was a painting 
atop her piano depicting St. Cecilia, patroness of 
music, amusing angels by playing on an organ. 

Leaving this rather obscene story behind, we 
have to explore other angles, other versions. Aside 
from the two women who shared Balagtas and the 
initials MAR, there was a third person who stood 
"up to be recognized. The late E. Aguilar Cruz once 
wrote about a certain Candida San Jose, also of 


But these are no ordinary kickbacks, and no or- 
inary adversaries, These are government offi- 
clals—and their kin over the rewards 
of a very lucrative deal. By that alone, the scandal 
warrants a Senate investigation. 

The lucrative deal, though, could also stand 
some scrutiny. Basic to the issue is whether the 
project is needed at all, or whether the govern- 
‘ment would be better off leaving our telecommu- 
nications needs to the more experienced, better 
disseminated, and proven private sector, 

also take umbrage at Ner?'s assertion that all 
that mattered to him and his assistants at Neda 
was whether there was a potential “return on in- 
vestment" on the project. How the project was to 
be financed did not matter, Excuse me, as a tax- 
payer, the question of how the project is to be fi 
Tanced matters a lot because that’s my money 
they're talking about! If the private sector says it 
can carry out the broadband project using ts own 
resources, with no obligation at all to the govern- 
ment, shouldn't that be given weight? No matter 
how low the interest on the loan, the govern- 
ment—that is, the Filipino people—will still be 
left holding the bag once the project gets going. I 
think government people, but especially develop- 
ment planners, would want to keep the people's 
money safe from risk as much as possible. 


AS THE day drew on, the senators began to use 


demanded that they keep at least a civil relation 
with the Comelec chief. But now that Abalos 
had been haled before the Senate, it seemed ev- 
eryone was out to give him a piece of his mind. 
‘And this is yet another reason to avoid fac- 
ing a Senate hearing. I don't have any love lost 
for Abalos, but I did feel sorry for him that at 
the twilight of his years in government service, 
he will be remembered best for his wife's de- 
fense of his honor: that after a prostate prob- 
lem, that “part of his life” has long been over. 


Pandacan, who declared with her dying breath, at 
the age of 83, that the dedication of Balagtas re- 
ferred to her grandaunt, Celia Castafieda. Abe 
Cruz told me this alternative story: 

Celia Castafieda was a beautiful woman. (Why 
should muses always be beautiful? Can't we have 
someone who can win the annual Miss Ugly—No 
More—contest?) Her distinguishing feature hap- 
pened to be long, beautiful hair that extended all 
the way down to her ankles. (Now that is someone 
who can make a living endorsing hair products, or 
even playing Rapunzel in freak shows.) Following 
the Filipino notion of beauty, Celia had fair skin 
and was so desirable that Balagtas had many rivals 
for her hand, including the Spanish cura (parish 
priest) of Pandacan and another forgotten poet by 
the name Mariano Kapule. To cut a complicated 
story short, Balagtas was imprisoned on trumped- 
up charges fabricated by the priest, who then 
raped the hapless Celia. The gallant Mariano Ka- 
pule offered to marry her to preserve her honor, 
‘but Celia refused. Celia then took her own life. 

‘This is an anti-friar story popular in the 19th 
century, and we don't know how reliable it is. For 
one thing, the sex-starved cura and the desolate 
victim resemble characters in Rizal's novels. So far 
nothing is certain about the M.A.R. in “Florante at 
Laura,” so we are left with textbook history. 

Getting lost in the navel of Pandacan was a wel- 
come experience. When we passed Beata Street I 
remembered Chapter 62 of the "Noli" where Ibar- 
raand Elias are being pursued along the Pasig, and 
Elias said, “We must enter the Beata River to make 
it appear that I am from Pefiafrancia. You will see 
the river of Francisco Baltazar's poems.” 

That beautiful river is now a black stinking es- 
tero. Why is it that when we speak of the Pasig or 
Manila as a beautiful place, we do so only in the 
past tense? 


Comments are welcome at aocampo@ateneo.edu 
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i Big and small 


FORMER SOCIOECONOMIC PLANNING SECRETARY RO- 
mulo Neri's "200" revelation at the Senate on Wednesday did 
not surprise me, since rumors about the bribe had been cir- 
culating for days earlier. What did strike me was another part 
of his testimony, when he was asked if he had been pressured 
by the Chinese negotiating the deal and he answered "no" 
and then went on to say they were rough. Asked to elaborate, 
he said they were 

smoking ^ heavily, 

and, well, were just 

rough. 

As an anthropolo- 
gist, I think Neri's re- 
marks should alert 
us to another angle 
to this whole mess, 
of how the Chinese 
look at us, and how this is communicated. 

Neri is said to be fluent in spoken Chinese, and even has 
some reading and writing skills, which is quite impressive 
considering how complicated Chinese script is. But I wonder 
if he had some difficulties interpreting another kind of lan- 
guage, which matters just as much, and this is body lan- 
guage. 

Last week, I wrote about the importance of having a for- 
eign language requirement in colleges, but this broadband 
scandal convinces me we will need more courses around cul- 
ture itself, especially inter-cultural communication, for peo- 
ple intending to go international, whether for business, for- 
eign or diplomatic service, or quite simply, to work abroad, 

Guanxi 


Lets look at the broadband deal. I was surprised to hear 
Neri mention that the Chinese negotiators were smoking 
heavily while dealing with their Filipino counterparts. Yes, 
the Chinese are heavy smokers, and many are stil unaware 
that passive smoking is almost as harmful as smoking itself. 
On the other hand, the Chinese are also extremely sensitive 
about rudeness and will refrain from smoking if told. After 
all, they were the ones trying to win favor. But it looks as if 
they have turned the tables around on us, and for good rea- 
son. 

Being ethnic Chinese myself and having visited China 
many times, I've had to go through the most complicated rit 
uals and protocols, all planned around notions of "xiao ren" 
(small people) and "da ren" (big people). "Big" and "small" 
here have nothing to do with physical size; rather ies about 
ranks and power relations, Ies this "social size" that spells 
‘out who enters the room first, who introduces whom, who 
sits nex to whom in a meal or even a group picture. 

Ata meal, whenever a new dish is served, you have to get 
some of it and put it on the plate of the person next to you, If 
he or she 1s someone of higher status. This more senlor per- 
son will protest cach time, but that s part of the ritual, too, If 
you take the protest literally and stop serving, you'll be seen 
as being rude, You have to keep going, not just with the food 
but with the tea, and lf there are alcoholic drinks, to propose 
a toast from time to time, 

The rituals are vital for acknowledging the social hierar- 
chies and, even more importantly, building networks, By 
showing you know who the “bosses” are, you are able to en- 
ter the networks, never quite accepted as an insider but re- 
spected as someone who can navigate a Chinese social maze- 
way. 

In Chinese (as well as Vietnamese, Japanese and Korean) 
business and politics, guanxi—relationships or, more accu- 
rately, “who you know"—is paramount, and this is expressed 
through the complicated protocols, If you have to deal with 
the Chinese, you have to be quick to read the hierarchies, 
and where you fit. If for example, they send only the driver 
to pick you up at the airport, you know you have an uphill 
battle ahead and that you will have to put in more effort into 
your first meeting, from the way you dress to what's printed 
‘on your business card, 

Ner’s description of “rough” Chinese negotiators is re- 
vealing. The Chinese do not consider smoking to be rude; in 
fact, many still think its part of etiquette to offer cigarettes 
‘when you meet someone new. But ZTE, the company trying 
to clinch the deal, is a huge company, and] am sure there was 
some kind of briefing on dealing with Filipinos. 


Tm even wondering now if they were intentionally rough 
and uncouth, to show they were calling the shots. Perhaps, 
too, they were that way, having seen how easily corruptible 
Filipino officials are with a little of wine, women, song (and 
golf). 

I know Filipino businessmen who have had to deal with 
the Chinese, and they tell me the “bribes” are standard. Of 
course, no one calls it that. They simply build it into a deal, 
but here's the catch: the bribes are there to ensure efficiency, 
that the project gets going and is finished on time—or else. 

Tm not condoning the Chinese way—its still dishonest as 
far as I'm concerned, But itis important for Filipino govern- 
ment officials and business people to recognize how this cor- 
ruption is “rationalized.” Even more importantly, it is possi- 
ble to say no, by showing you are incorruptible and laying 
outthe cards from the beginning. 

This is where I have learned from Westerners. When l'm 
sent by an American or European foundation to China to re- 
view proposals or evaluate a program, Pm always reminded 
that whenever possible, I must pay for everything myself. No 
free hotels, no free meals, not even a free taxi ride. The 
Americans will say, "I have to pay for my meal" and they liter- 
ally mean “my,” which upsets the Chinese. I tell my Chinese 
hosts, “Let me pay for all of us, this is company policy,” which 
makes it more acceptable and sends the message that I'm 
avoiding any conflict of interest. This also allows me to assert 
myself. I can then proceed to “suggest” who sits next to 
whom, and request that no one smokes because its not good 
for the lungs of the older people with us. (The Chinese are 
honored when you recognize their age.) 

For as long as the Chinese have to deal with our corrupt 
officials, they will continue to treat us as xiao ren, small 
people or worse, cheap people. Let's equip our diplomats 
and government officials and business people with foreign 
languages and inter-cultural communication skills, but 
lets emphasize, too, the angle of personal integrity and 
self-respect so that we can negotiate on higher moral 
ground. 


THEY SAID 
Torn lover 


"Lam torn between my love for my son and my love 
forthe President.” 
House Speaker Jose de Venecia, after his son Joey implicated the 
Firs Gentleman in the controversial National Broadband Net- 
work deal 


The INQUIRER is a member of the 
PHILIPPINE PRESS INSTITUTE 
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Not all pens are created | A plea to idealist Neri 


x etn ED GHARRÓ, ‚Apart from T 
mulo Neri as partofa generationof professional _/ M: PRIA 
principled, young and idealistic camaraderie, LETTERS = 

equal, one name marks inc young md Wes: mande, LETTERS = 
forms in Philippine society: A mar- all “together is \\ Seaman 


4 the difference tyr to the cause, Edgar Jopson, was our conviction for 
: m his friend and classmate. truth and justice to prevail” It is in 
We have dialogued and debated this light that we urge Neri not to 
with Neri on critical economic is- tum his back on the search for truth. 
sues. In some areas, our policy posi- We urge him to be forthcoming 
tions converged. We were on the about all that he knows regarding 
same side in the advocacy for a how the contract was sponsored, ne. 

competitive exchange rate. And we gotiated and signed. 
qi supported him in his stand against ^ —MICHAELALBA, LUZ ANIGAN, 
A! TS UB | S HI regulatory capture [a phenomenon MANUEL BUENCAMINO, JESSICA. 
1 in which a government regulatory REYES CANTOS, JENINA JOY 
agency which is supposed to be act- CHAVEZ, SYLVIA ESTRADA- 
ing in the public interest becomes CLAUDIO, RAMON FERNAN HI, 
dominated by the vested interests MARGARITA R GOMEZ, JOSE 
of the incumbents in the industry ERNESTO LEDESMA, FIDES LIM, 
that it oversees. Wikipedia] JOSEPH Y. LIM, NEPOMUCENO 
We have also disagreed with him MALALUAN, CRISTINA MORALES, 
on other issues. For example, we RENE OFRENEO, RAFAEL 
criticized his rosy growth projec- PAREDES, RENE R. RAYA, RINA 
tions, which lulled some sectors in- ROSALES, FILOMENO S. STA. ANA 
to thinking that all is well about the II, Action for Economie Reforms, 
Philippine economy. wwwaer ph 


Code sharing normal 
— industry practice 


p 1 THIS REFERS TO THE LETTER OF ARNEL E 

R de Guzman (Inquirer, 9/19/07) which con- 
tained wild accusations and distorted facts. Al. 
low us to set the record straight: 

1. There is no "monopolistic stranglehold" 
of the industry by Philippine Airlines or any 
other player. There is freewheeling competi 
tion in both domestic and international air ser. 
vices, and PAL is right there competing keenly 
with all types of catriers—low-cost, subsidized 
and protected state carriers, mega-airlines 
from developed countries, carriers belonging. 
to global alliances, etc. You name it, we arc 
taking them on. 

2. PAL does not receive any tax break when 
it imports jet fuel. We pay the full rate, includ. 
ing taxes, like any normal private enterprise 
Neither does PAL receive any government sup: 
port, unlike our fellow flag carriers in South. 
east Asia, which are all state-owned or 
backed 

3. Naia Centennial Terminal 2 is a govern 
mentowned and -operated facility, As such. 
how is it that PAL should have spent for its con 
struction, as De Guzman protests? Govern 
ments build airport terminals and then lease 
them out to airlines. PAL is a mere tenant at Ter 
minal 2, paying rent and other charges for its 
use. We don't have an exclusive right to it; the 
government is free to lease it to other tenants. 

4. De Guzman portrays "code sharing” as 4 
shady scheme hatched by PAL to fool travelers 
and earn easy money. This is not the case. Code 
sharing is a widespread industry practice in 
which two or more airlines offer a joint product 
Virtually all major international carriers have 
code-sharing arrangements, In our own code 
share pacts, PAL is an active partner. We don't 
just sit and collect commissions, as De Guzman 
alleges. We buy blocks of seats from the operat 
ing airline and then go out and sell these seats, 
supported by our own promotional efforts. 

On certain routes, the roles are reversed 
PALis the operating carrier and the partner air 
line buys blocks of seats from us to sell. Exam. 
ples are Manila-Jakarta and Manila-Saigon, 
where Garuda and Vietnam Airlines, respec 
tively, code-share on PAL-operated flights, In 
deed, the public is better served because you 
now have two airlines combining their sales 
muscle to develop markets—which could 
mean lower fares or a wider range of trave 
packages for customers. Code sharing is 
therefore, a “win-win” situation for all. 

ROLANDO G. ESTABILLG 
vice presiden, 

Corporate Communication, 
Philippine Airlines, Makati Ciy 


Another Erap joke 


THIS SOUNDS LIKE ANOTHER ESTRADA 
joke: “Pardon me, but I will not admit guit. I 
"will not admit guilt, therefore I am not guilt. If 
Tam not guilty you will have to pardon me,pb- 
solutely.” 

What an inglorious end to a tragi-comie fra- 
ma that was the Estrada presidency. 

Another option will be to appeal his cas} all 
the way to the Supreme Court. If Gloria Mica. 
pagal-Arroyo does not “cattle prod" the justtes, 
the case could take five to 10 years to resdve, 
by which time she herself may be on trial, tib. 

Estrada's lawyers should file the apjeal 
now. It would be the honorable thing todo, 
even if he passes away before his case ij re 
solved. But, maybe, Erap has not heard ofthis 
phrase before: "The honorable thing to do| 

The speed with which the Estrada plujder 
case was resolved shows how "justice" cap be 
meted out in the Philippines. me Amd ad- 

i ine i ministration had to legitimize the Edsa II pewer 
imagine TV Reborn to give you the luxury of space E n ep 


Imaging from Hab yoatost inspratono, comes tho imgrossivo addition to tho Sim” scrios. A TV reborn tom shades Fidel V Ramos. Tita Cory is not amused thqugh 


i ill be hell to pay. 
fat Bowor patats, precio enginoorng n ol ls glorious Intcacias, ho Grand sounds of a music hal and the IA 


pay ta of a and pro, Tho waridi fct TV modo of rovoutoncry compact Cathode Ray Tubo components hombresiete@yahooca 
&linmor thon your usual CRT totevistone, the SIm” TV 257 fis into ony comer, and your stylish Ho beputitully N pi r dosi 
licit hais no goon such au design, ond tochnology has navor beon eo wel pored wih aasihotics. Lost ‘Lean’s List 
Wo don't eoo I qe any mora TV sot, and you won't other, With ShmFI" TV 257, Its not that hard to Imagine: LEAN ALEJANDRO WAS ALSO A FAN OF THE 
original Star Wars Trilogy. ("Lean Alejandro's 
‘preciousss’ secret,” INQUIRER, 9/22/07) 1 also 
sani iV d remember him giving me alist of books that he 
dyes said were “must-read,” and yes, it included 
TV Reborn ^ Tolkien's and Trotsky’s 
1 was with his University Student Council, 
Batch "83-84, at the state university. I regret 
the fact that I actually threw out that list be 
cause was afraid it would be taken against me 
Samsung Customer Contact Genter; TOLL FREE 1-800-10SAMSUNG tor PLDT or 1-800-3SAMSUNG for Digitel. ta kasa of a crackdown on student activists af. 
www.samaung.com/ph i terthe Ninoy Aquino assassination in 1983. 
ee S —NARILOU SANTOS-SYJUECO, 
“unset 24 mc c/o De La Salle University, 
2401 Taft Avenue, Manila. 
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‘Security Council urges junta to exercise restraint 


UNITED NATIONS—AFTER INITIAL 
resistance from China, the UN Security 
Council issued a statement of concern 
about the violent crackdown on Bud- 
dhist monks in Burma (Myanmar) and 
urged the military regime to let ina spe- 
cial envoy. 

UN Secretary General Ban Ki- 
moon's special envoy, Ibrahim Gam- 
bari, was expected to leave for the re- 
gion on Wednesday night after briefing 
the emergency council meeting in the 
afternoon on the violence. 

Council diplomats said China, which 
has close economic ties to Burma, did 
not want any document issued after 
the closed-door session but relented 
and agreed to a brief statement, which 

i was read to reporters by France's UN 
* Ambassador Jean-Maurice Ripert. 

t "Members of the council have ex- 
“wa pressed their concern vis-a-vis the situ- 
ja, ation, and have urged restraint, espe- 


"Burma junta intensifies 


From page Al 
city remaining defiant against the 
regime. 

Shortly before dawn, security forces 
raided two Buddhist monasteries, 
beating up and hauling away more 
than 70 monks after a day of violent 
confrontation with monkled 
protesters that drew international ap- 
peals for restraint. 

Security forces in the isolated South- 
east Asian nation fired at protesters for 
the first time on Wednesday in street 
protests that have brewed over the past 
month into the biggest rallies against 
Burma’s military rulers since 1988. At 
least one man was killed and others 
‘wounded in chaotic clashes in Rangoon. 

, The protesters, led by thousands of 

“monks in cinnamon robes, have been 
demanding more democratic free- 
doms, the release of political activists 
and economic reforms in the impover- 

' ished nation. 

Early Thursday, security forces ar- 
rested Myint Thein, the spokesperson 
for opposition leader Aung San Suu 
Kyi's political party. An executive of her 
National League for Democracy, Hla 


cially from the government of Myan- 
mar,” the statement said. 

The junta's forces opened fire on 
antigovemment protesters in the center 
of the country’s largest city Rangoon 
(Yangon). One person was reported 
killed but dissident groups claimed the 
casualty count was higher, with as many 
as five people killed, including monks. 

UNS Ban called on the Burmese gov- 
ernment to exercise its “utmost restraint” 
and later met one-on-one with Burmese 
Foreign Minister Nyan Win. On the way to 
the meeting, a reporter asked about the 
five reported deaths and Win replied: “You 
asked if five people died and we said no.” 

Indonesia's new UN Ambassador 
Marty Natalegawa said Burma was not 
on the agenda of a ministerial meeting 
on Thursday of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (Asean), on 
the sidelines of the high-level UN Gen- 
eral Assembly session, but the violence 


Pe, was also arrested. 


Soldiers at Suu Kyi's home 

‘An Asian diplomat, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, told The Asso- 
ciated Press on Thursday that Nobel 
Peace Prize laureate Suu Kyi remained. 
at her Rangoon residence where she 
has been detained for 12 years. 

Rumors had circulated that she had 
been taken away to Rangoon's notori- 
ous Insein prison. 

The diplomat said that the junta had 
deployed more security forces around 
Suu Kyi's house and on the road lead- 
ing to her residential compound and 
that more than 100 soldiers were now 
inside the compound. 

“The sign of increasing security 
forces make me confident that she is 
still there,” the diplomat said. He said 
others had told him that they had seen 
the diminutive opposition leader in her 
home on Wednesday night. 

The. diplomat also said flyers were 
spreading around the nation's largest 
city of Rangoon on Thursday, encourag- 
ing more civilians to join the protests. 

Severa] monasteries that are consi 


was likely to be taken up. Burma is a 
member of the 10-nation group. 


Outrageous 

The United States and the councils Eu- 
topean Union members Britain, France, 
Italy and Belgium had condemned the 
attacks and called on the country’s mili- 
tary rulers to stop the violence and open a 
dialogue with prodemocracy leaders. 

“Whats going on in Burma is outra- 
geous,” US Secretary of State Con- 
doleezza Rice said after a luncheon 
meeting of ministers from the eight ma- 
jor industrialized nations. "The regime 
needs to stop using violence against 
peaceful people and get to a dialogue so 
that they can have reconciliation.” 

China and Russia contend that the sit- 
uation in Burma is an internal affair and 
doesn’t threaten international peace and 
security—as required for Security Coun- 
cil action—so getting the two nations to 


crackdown; 


ered hotbeds of the prodemocracy 
movement were raided by security 
forces before dawn in an apparent at- 
tempt to prevent the demonstrations 
spearheaded by the Buddhist clergy. 


Bloodstains 

A monk at the Ngwe Kyar Yan 
monastery, pointing to bloodstains on 
the concrete floor, said a number of 
monks had been beaten and at least 70 
of its 150 monks had been taken away 
in vehicles. Shots were fired in the air 
during the chaotic raid. 

A female lay disciple said a number of 
monks were also arrested at the Moe 
Gaung monastery which was being 
guarded by soldiers. Both monasteries are 
located in Rangoon's northem suburbs. 


Internet images 

Dramatic images of Wednesday's 
protests, many transmitted by dissi- 
dents using cell phones and the Inter- 
net, riveted world attention on the es- 
calating face-off between the military 
regime and its opponents. 

The United States called on Burma’s 
military leaders on Thursday to open a 


agree to the press statement was consid- 
ered a positive step. 

^t is a huge breakthrough, said 
Yvonne Terlingen, UN representative for 
‚Amnesty International. "It is unprece- 
dented that the Security Council made a 
statement about human rights in Bur- 
ma—and that is very important." 


Restoring stability 

China's UN Ambassador Wang Guangya 
told reporters that the most important 
thing was to see that Burmese authorities 
"restore stability" and to get Gambari into 
the country as soon as possible. 

"China is a neighbor to Myanmar, so 
we more than anyone else wish to see 
that Myanmar will achieve stability na- 
tional reconciliation, and we want to see 
them making progress on the road of de- 
mocratization, Wang said. "We hope 
that the government and people there 
could just sort out their differences.” 


Wang said that he believed sanctions 
would not be helpful, stressing that 
“these problems now at this stage (do) 
not constitute a threat to international 
and regional peace and stability” 

Russia's UN Ambassador Vitaly Churkin 
supported the council statement. “We are 
concemed about the developments and 
regret the loss of life,” he said, 


Rare double veto 

In January, China and Russia cast a rare 
double veto on a US-sponsored resolution 
calling on Burma's military government to 
release all politcal prisoners, speed up 
progress toward democracy and stop at- 
tacks against ethnic minorities, 

US Ambassador Zalmay Khalilzad 
said the United States supported the 
statement and Gambari’s mission, Asked 
about China's reaction, he said: “We 
have called on them to use their influ- 
ence, and we hope that they will.” AP 


monks defiant 


dialogue with peaceful protesters in 
the reclusive Asian nation and urged 
China to do what it could to prevent 
further bloodshed. 

“We all need to agree on the fact that 
the Burmese government has gotto stop 
thinking that this can be solved by police 
and military and start thinking about 
the need for genuine reconciliation with 
the broad spectrum of political activists 
in the country" said US Assistant Secre- 
tary of State Christopher Hill in Beijing. 


Rocks and bottles 

On Wednesday, protesters in Rangoon 
pelted police with bottles and rocks. On- 
lookers helped monks escape arrest by 
bundling them into taxis and other vehi- 
cles and shouting "Go, go, go, run!" 

The govemment said one man was 
killed when police opened fire during the 
ninth consecutive day of demonstrations, 
but dissidents outside Burma reported re- 
ceiving news of up to eight deaths. 

Some reports said the dead included 
monks, who are widely revered in Bur- 
ma, and the emergence of such martyr 
figures could stoke public anger against 
the regime and escalate the violence, 


As the stiffest challenge to the gener- 
als in two decades, the crisis that began 
on Aug. 19 with protests over a fuel 
price hike has drawn increasing interna- 
tional pressure on the isolated regime. 


Biggest challenge 

The Burmese government said secu- 
rity forces fired on Wednesday when 
the crowd that included what it called. 
"so-called monks" refused to disperse 
at the Sule Pagoda and tried to grab 
weapons from officers. It said police 
used "minimum force." 

The junta statement said a 30-year- 
old man was killed by a police bullet. It 
said two men and a woman also were 
hurt when police fired, but did not 
specify their injuries. 

Exiled Burmese journalists and 
democracy activists released reports of 
higher death tolls, but the accounts 
could not be independently confirmed. ; 

The protests are the biggest chal- 
lenge to the junta since a failed 1988 
democracy uprising. In that crisis, sol- 
diers shot into crowds of peaceful 
demonstrators, killing some 3,000 
people. Reports from AFP and AP 
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Neri faces more grilling by senators 


From page Al 


quiries without her consent, 


Neri’s information does not in- 27 . Apostol said there was no 

vo msoma wam may | Militants to Neri: Speak up or step down | e 
secrets or diplomatic relations, high court's decision. 
they may compel Neri to answer | By Jerome Aning Abalos Sr, but assailed him for adding that Neri “should tell all ZTE. Public rights and inter- Told that invoking executive 
their questions. Otherwise, he invoking executive privilege to because we feel heisholdingcru- ests should be placed higher | Privilege would serve to show 
would be cited in contempt and | “spp AK UP ORSTEP DOWN” avoid having to answer ques- cial information that will really than his loyalty to Ms Arroyo.” | that Neri and the President 

, Placed under arrest. was the choice presented by tions regarding the President. get us to the bottom of the scan- Gaite ticked off the corrup- | Were hiding something from 
"There are still a lot of ques- | militant groups yesterday to “His testimony only proved that dal, which is Malacafiang.” tion scandals that had rocked | the public, Apostol said: “Noth- 
tions. The direct link to the | Commission on Higher Edu- hehaschosen one group to protect The Confederation for Unity, the Arroyo administration, in- | ing is being hidden. Neri is say- 
President is not yet on record,” | cation Chair Romulo Neri, and another to ditch. We still hope Advancement and Recognition cluding the P1-billion samin- | ing that the President has no 
Cayetano said. whom they challenged to re- that he can muster the necessary of Government Employees volving the Diosdado Macapa- | knowledge of and is not privy to 

But the indirect link to the | deem himself by revealing all strength and courage to reveal ev- (Courage) led a protest rally at gal Boulevard and the P728- | the [alleged bribery]." 
President ... is already there,” | he knew about President erythingheknowsaboutthismess. the Senate yesterday to register million fertilizer scam. Apostol refused to comment} 
he said, referring to thefact that | Macapagal-Arroyo’s involve- We're keeping the faith,” said DC its opposition to the NBN con- “The stakes and stash are | When reminded that Neri told, 
Ms Arroyo had approved a loan | ment in the National Broad- secretary general Milo Tanchuling. tract won by China's ZTECorp. becoming higher. This govem- | the Senate inquiry on Wednes 
deal with China for the NBN | band Network (NBN) deal. ‘According to Tanchuling, Neri Said Courage president Ferdi- ment has no shame,” he said. day that he had informed Ms 
project despite her earlier insis- The Freedom from Debt tried to be brave during Wednes- nand Gaite: “Corruption victim- The FDC reiterated its call for | Arroyo of Abalos purported 
kc nuper liis Coalition (FDC) commended- days Senate hearing, but was izes the people, and thus cannot the immediate resignation ofall | bribery attempt. 
oper. | Nerifordisclosing the alleged “not brave and bold enough.” be a part of executive privilege. public officials implicated in the i i 

ate-transfer scheme that would | P200 million bribe offer al- The urban poor group Maypa- Neri has the supreme duty to Te. NBN scandal, "for adhering to, | ROOM for interpretation 
not require a government loan. legediy made by Commission: gasa, through its spokesperson veal all information and his con- taking part in, or having knowl- Sen. Loren Legarda said being 


Cayetano also said the inquiry | on Elections Chair Benjamin Roel Garcia, aired a similar view, versations with Ms Arroyo.on edge of this illegitimate deal.” evasive or refusing to answer 
had linked the Presidents hus- questions only left more room 


band, Jose Miguel Arroyo, as or interpretations of events, 
well as Commission on Elections Wednesday's proceedings. “Andaya was actually reluc- my interpretation.” mot go easy on Neri, now chair. such as why the President con- 
Chair Benjamin Abalos Sr and "Thestinkisnowhigherthan tant but Neri said he needed le- Senate President Manuel Vil- of the Commission on Higher tinued to support the NBN pro- 
‘Transportation and Communica- the source,” said Senate Minori- galcounselandhewascomfort- Jar said Neri invoked executive Education atthenexthearing. ject despite having been told of 
tions Secretary Leandro Men- ty Leader Aquilino Pimentel Jr. able working with a Cabinet privilegeevenduringtheexecu- “Executive privilege cannot Abalos’ supposed bribe offer. 

doza to the controversialdeal. “We're disappointed with Nerís colleague and his successor at tive session. be used to cover up for corrup- Legarda added that congres- 

The joint inquiry may hold its decision, aswellashischoiceof the budget department,” said "But I still think he is a .tion,”Pangilinan said. sional inquiries were "not meant 
fifth and last hearing on the Budget Secretary Rolando An- the Palace insider. straight Cabinet member, In He said Neris invoking exec- to pin the blame on anyone.” 
matter on Thursday. daya as his counsel.” y fact, if there is no executive utive privilege was contrary to Sen. Richard Gordon said 

/ Nm: Andaya was said to have Straight Cabinet man privilege, he would have said the Supreme Court decision Neri’s invoking of executive 
Andaya in senators’ session managed to get into the sena- "We're forming a consensus. more, Villar said, noting that stating that it could only be in- privilege was out of place and 

Neri was among those who tors’ executive session by intro- We have suspended judgment Neri consistently clammed up voked if the information would invalid: “It only holds in a ques- 
testified at Wednesdays 10-hour ducing himself as Neri's coun- on whether the claim of execu- whenever he was asked ifsome- affect national interest. tion hour. There are no national 
Senate hearing, which was fol- sel—an arrangement that, a tive privilege is valid. But at the one “higher” than he had an in- : security considerations, no 
lowed by an executive session number of senators said, was appropriate time, we will com- terest in the project. To the high court problems on diplomatic rela- 
called to address his basis forin- unacceptable because Andaya pel him. We're acting very cau- Villar said Neri would not _ Malacafiang, however, was tions with other countries. And 
voking executive privilege. was a Cabinet official. tiously on this,” Cayetano said. have invoked executive privi- fully supportive of Neri's action. the topic is not a state secret 

‘The senators excused Neri af- But a Malacañang insid- While Neri's testimony—that lege to evade questions if there According to Sergio Apostol, that is part of negotiations.” 
ter leaming that he was having er—who could not speak on the Abalos offered him P200 mil- was nothing controversial in his Ms Arroyo's chief legal counsel, Gordon said Cayetano "should 
chills and running a fever. record because he had no au- lion to approve the dealin favor conversations with Ms Arroyo Neri “cannot be compelled” to never have allowed" Neri to in- 

Both opposition and adminis- thority to do so—claimed thatit of ZTE—could convict the Com- about the ZTE proposal. testify on matters spoken in con- voke executive privilege. 
tration senators continued to was Neri himself who had elec chair of bribery, “so farhe “Irsnotyetfinished,”hesaid. fidence between the President — . 
question Neri’s basis for invok- picked Andaya, a graduate of would not implicate the Presi- Sen. Francis Pangilinan and members of her Cabinet. Toxic 
ing executive privilege in the Ateneo Law School. dent,” Cayetano said. "That's warned that the senators would ^ Andthereis"noneedtocitea "He (Cayetano) was wrong 

basis," Apostol told reporters. — Gordon said, adding: 

He said Malacafiang was ex- — "What. believe is weighty in 
pecting the matter to be elevat- this hearing is Abalos’ bribe of- 
ed tothe Supreme Court ifpush fer to Neri, which could mean 
came to shove. that he made bribe offers to oth- 

Apostol, a former trial cout er people.” 
judge, said the ambiguity in the Pimentel agreed: "I think 
claim of executive privilege arose Abalos [made a bribe offer] to 
from thedecisionhanded down by other people aside from Neri 
the high court in resolving “Senate and [Jose] de Venecia [11].” 
ofthe Philippines v Eduardo R. Er- Gordon also said the ZTE 
mita" in February 2006. contract “should not have been 

The case stemmed from Ms suspended [as the President has 
Arroyo's Executive Order No. done], butjunked.” 

464 barring the appearance of "The contract is poisoned alto- 
executive officials in Senate in- gether; it is toxic already,” he said. 


I'm not Abalos’ ... 


From page Al tion Tam in right now.” 
Aquilino Pimentel raised in the Abalos, 72, said the allega- 
Senate investigation of the Na- tions about Silagon were unfair, 
tional Broadband Network He said he had a "faint recol- 
(NBN) deal yesterday said the lection” of her. 
allegation not only hurt her but “I think she used to be amon; 
also left her young daughter too you,” he said in Filipino, address 
embarrassed to hold her next ing the reporters gathered 
birthday party. around him. “I came to know hi 
In a phone interview with the when I was MMDA chairman." 
Inquirer, Evelyn Catherine x 
Silagon denied any romantic link Daughter doesn’t want | 
with Abalos, her former boss at Silagon called the texts “br}- 
the Metropolitan Manila Devel- tal” and “unfounded.” 
opment Authority (MMDA) be- She said the messages bof- 
fore he was appointed to the ered and embarrassed her daugh- 
Comelec in 2002. ter, who asked her to cancel ler 
ninth birthday party on Oct. 4. 
Show courtesytowoman “I don't know if the sendor 
"I have no relationship with realizes what he has done. He 
Chairman Abalos. He is not the should not drag people ito 
father of my daughter, It’s their this," Silagon said. 
burden to prove,” Silagon said. She said she worked for Abllos 
The 52-year-old former free as his media liaison—for ‘ess 
lance public relations practi- than a year”—at the MMDA. 
tioner said Pimentel had been She said Abalos was a good joss 
i 5 insensitive and unkind. whowas friendly to everyone. 
“He was maligning awoman. A single parent, Silagon laid 


Now you can serve sumptuous i " x He should show courtesy to a she now organized semijars 
[6 -Sardina Piccante to your Amigas. . woman,” she said. and took care of her dauglter, 


At the hearing on Wednesday who has asthma. 
In English? Spicy sardines. But who cares? It doesn’t matter what where Abalos was accused of She said Abalos did not five 
you serve. What matters is how it was prepared. And with Ariston `; t taking a kickback and offering her anything. 
kitchen appliances, the argument ends there. Ariston appliances wi b bribes to facilitate the NBN pro- “Its easy to prove that. hey 
are 100% Italian made, built for those with a discerning taste and : ject, Pimentel alluded to circu- can get documents from Makati 
flair for kitchen fashion. 1 Jating text messages about Aba- City and the LTO [Land Trins- 
los and Silagon. portation Office] to provejit,” 
There are cookers. Then, there's Ariston. : PEST VERS ce The texts said Abalos had an she said, 
| syearold daughter with Ina separate pressstatenfent, 
Silagon and had given her four she said she came out to pratect 
cars and three condominium the interest ofher daughter 
units at Prime Towers at Rock- ,, WA 
well in Makati City. Ihave my own mind 
She said Pimentel shoud 
Mrs. Abalos ‘hurting’ have been "sensitive enough 
Abalos yesterday said his not to drag the name of a pri- 
wife was hurting not only be- vate citizen who pays taxes tc 
cause of the bribery and kick- sustain his pork barrel.” 
back charges hurled against — She told the Inquirer she die 
him, but also because of the text not expect an apology from the 
messages saying that he had a senator. 
mistress. “| just want him to stop it 
ep us une “She's hurt,” Abalos told re- show a little respect," she said. 
Kikai st heding apple worea afemide, ffl! Debo abren Bp A Inn # 108 Morons Avenue, By: San Mirush Pa porters at the House of Repre- She denied Abalo» camp hac 
CEBU ofice (032) 2539960, DAVAO ofi (082) 225-4109, CAGAYAN DE ORO offica (088) 856-4727. + Bray. San Miguel, Pasig C^ | sentatives where he attended a asked her to come out and dens 
Showrooms: Shangr-La (02) 91-0289; Sorendra (2) 886-2510, and MC Home Depot For Bonilacio (2) 816-0075. Service Hotlne 649-0458 -Nalonwide budget hearing for the Com- the allegations, "I have my owi 
service and cal centers avallabio. elec. “Perhaps shes just not mind," shesaid. With areport 
showing it because of the sima- from Christian V Esguerra 
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Pact puts end to hacienda bloodshed 


By Carla P. Gomez 
Inquirer Visayas 


LA CASTELLANA, NEGROS OCCIDENTAL—THE 
signing of an agreement between two farmer 
groups here put an end to the 11-year bloody con- 
flict at the Hacienda Velez Malaga. 


The 103 beneficiaries allied 
with Task Force Mapalad and 
the 199 identified with 
landowner Roberto Cuenca 
have had violent clashes in the 
past, resulting in the death of 
three TFM members. 

On Thursday, Romeo Caram, 
representing the Hacienda 
Malaga Multi-Purpose Cooper- 
ative that is allied with Cuenca, 
signed a memorandum of 
agreement for the equitable 
and acceptable division of the 
farm among the beneficiaries at 
the La Castellana town hall. 


Healing process 

Agrarian Reform Secretary 
Nasser Pangandaman, Mayor 
Alberto Nicor and landowner 
Roberto Cuenca witnessed the 
signing. 

Pangandaman, Cuenca and 
Gregorio Paclibar of the Hacien- 
da Velez Malaga Agrarian Re- 
form Beneficiaries Organiza- 
tion (Havemarbo), which is al- 
lied with the Task Force Malaga, 
had signed the same agreement 
last Saturday. 

Sugar Regulatory . Adminis- 
trator Rafael Coscolluela and 


Van yields 
P1.2B in shabu 
after crash 

on highway 


CALAMBA CITY—POLICE FOUND 
P1.2 billion worth of shabu inside a 
crashed van at the South Luzon Ex- 
pressway in Barangay Prinza here 
yesterday 

Chief Supt. Perfecto Palad, 
Traffic Management Group di- 
recor, said the drug was 
stashed inside thick plastic bags 
which were in 27 small sacks. 

The sacks also contained sev- 
eral bottles of air freshener. 

“The owners of this contra- 
band will use these bottles of air 

, freshener as front should they 
be held for inspection,” Palad 

' told reporters. 


Unusual packing 

Citing its unusual packaging, 
Supt. Joy Cabal, chief of the po- 
lice Crime Laboratory, said the 
illegal drug was probably from 
Outside the country as it was 
laced inside vacuum-packed, 
double heat-sealed plastic bags. 

“legal drugs produced local- 
y are not typically placed in this 
lind of first-class plastic bags,” 
Cabal said. 

Senior Supt, Mark Edison Be- 
hima, chief of the police Crimi- 
ml Investigation and Detection 
Group (CIDG) in Calabarzon, 
suid the illegal drug was appar- 
ently shipped from China and 
dropped in Barangay Butuan in 
San Fernando, Masbate. 


Dropoff point 
Belarma said the area has 
been known as one of the 
“dropoff points” of local Chi- 
nese drug syndicates which im- 
port shabu directly from China. 
He also disclosed that the ve- 
hicle where the illegal drugs 
were recovered was registered 
to a certain Dante Litada who is 
aresident of San Fernando. 
Palad said police, who were 
manning a police checkpoint in 
Barangay Turbina, Calamba 
City, were alerted after they saw 
a green Toyota Hi-Ace van 
(WHE 567) racing against a red 
Toyota Revo near the entrance 
of SLEx at around 10:30 a.m. 
“Instead of slowing down at 
the checkpoint, the two vehicles 
were running at high speed 
That prompted the TMG opera- 
tives to tail them,” Palad said. 
He said before his men could 
catch up with the vehicles, the Hi- 
Acetumed on its side near a bridge 
in Barangay Prinza. Marlon 
Ramos, Inquirer Southern Luzon 


Fr. Rolex Nueva, who had 
helped broker the settlement, 
said the signing of the MOA sig- 
naled the start of a long healing 
process. 

“It is sad that what happened 
in the past at Velez Malaga has 
created widespread mistrust. I 
hope that starting now the heal- 
ing process will begin," Nueva 
said. 

He also thanked Guenca for 
helping in the process and 
called on the beneficiaries not 
to waste the opportunity given 
to them and owners of the 
land. 


It's over 

“For the last 11 years, Ha- 
cienda Velez-Malaga has been 
out in the limelight as a place 
where chaos reigns. That is fi- 
nally over," Cuenca said. 

Cuenca said he and his family 
were turning over the land they 
had “nurtured and developed to 
the care of people whom they 
hope will also cultivate and love. 
the land that we have all fought 
for” 

‘The MOA, among others, i 
cluded a land swap among the 


two farmer groups that allows 
those allied with Cuenca to re- 
main in the main section of the 
farm. 

Cuenca also turned 


over 


P437,000 in cash to the TFM 
camp for the cultivation of 
43.71 hectares that technically 
belonged to Havemarbo but 
was given to the cooperative 


SOME farmers count the cash they received from the Cuenca family during a compromise agreement 
that raises hope for peace over the hacienda, 


CHUA PCOMEL 


farmer-members. In exchange, 
Havemarbo members received 
an equivalent area in another 
lot. 

All parties also agreed to 


SECOND LIFE 


P40-million fund. 


Areplica of the historic Barasoain Church in Malolos, Bulacan is among installations in the Expo Pi 
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ino that got a new lease on life with a 


Wedding cake commands Baguio ati attention 


By Desiree Caluza 
Inquirer Northern Luzon 


BAGUIO CITY—A CAKE BIG ENOUGH 
for S6 couples and their guests. 

That was the sweet treat for the 
56 couples who shared slices of a 
16-foot, four-layer chocolate cake 
after a mass wedding ceremony at 
the SM City Baguio here on Thurs- 
day. 

The cake, arguably the largest and 
tallest baked in the country, was pre- 
sented here as part of an annual 
tourism festival held by the Hotel and 
Restaurant Association of Baguio 
(HRAB) to attract visitors to the sum- 
mer capital. 


Chefs’ parade 

Its creation was also a highlight 
of the celebration of the 25th an- 
niversary of the "Chefs on Parade," 
a culinary festival participated in 
by professional and amateur chefs, 
hotel owners, restaurateurs and 
students. 

The couples, who lined up in four 
designated stations, led the slicing of 
the giant cake. Cake slices were also 
distributed to mall goers. 

The oldest couple was German Ram- 
buyong, 74, and his parıner, Candida, 55. 


Di 


“What we had undertaken was not 
meant to beat any world record. [We 
wanted to show] that we were capa- 
ble of boosting the city's tourism in- 
dustry" Anthony de Leon, HRAB 
president, said in an earlier press fo- 
rum. 

He said the three-ton cake could 
feed about 15,000 people. It was cov- 
ered with white sponge icing and dec- 
orated with fresh flowers and pieces 
of strawberries and grapes and slices 
of oranges and apples. 


Hard work 

Noel Ramos, food and beverage 
manager of the Baguio Country Club, 
said the 20 bakers and 40 chefs start- 
ed baking pieces of the giant cake on 
Sunday. 

The small cakes were placed on 
630 trays and were stored in the chill- 
ing area of BCC. These were taken to 
the mall's atrium on Thursday morn- 
ing where it was assembled and deco- 
rated. 

‘Art Nucaza, BCC's pastry chef who 
led the creation of the "King Carrot 
Cake" in La Trinidad, Benguet, in 
2001 and the longest raisin bread 
presented in Baguio City in 2004, led 
the preparation of the giant wedding 
cake this year. 
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THE MERE size of Baguio's largest wedding cake 
commands attention from mall goers. More than 50 couples. 


partook of the cake. 
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withdraw all agrarian related 
cases filed, excluding criminal 
cases, and execute the neces- 
sary agreements for submission 
to the courts. 

However, the TFM mem- 
bers did not attend the town 
hall signing since Paclibar 
had already signed the MOA 
on Saturday, said Lani Factor, 
TFM deputy national coordi- 
nator. 

The TFM members wel- 
come the signing of the MOA 
but chose to stay at the farm 
for Mass where they offered 
their victory to their slain fel- 
low beneficiaries, Factor 
said. 


Separate rites 

"It would have been so 
much better with everybody 
here celebrating the occa- 
sion, it would have spelled a 
very real step towards recon- 
ciliation and healing. But I 
guess, the TFM members 
wanted to celebrate on their 
own, let's not place any mal- 
ice or express any disappoint- 
ment, let's just respect that," 
Coscolluela said at the sign- 
ing rites. 

The total land area covered 
by CARP under the MOA is 477 
hectares, with 94 hectares go- 
ing to the TFM group and the 
rest to the members of the co- 
operative, TFM deputy nation- 
al coordinator Lani Factor 
said 


Civil society 
backs Panlilio 
fight to keep 
quarry control 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO— 
Some 300 leaders of civil society 
groups in Pampanga have askec 
Gov, Eddie Panlilio to veto an ordi 
mance that changes the ways by 
which the provinces multimillion 
peso quamy industry is manages! 
and the revenues from itare shared 

Leaders of the Kapampangan 
Marangal, Kapampangan Coali 
tion, Conscience, Abak na Balen 
Pampanga Association of Non-Gov 
‘ernment Organizations, Pampang; 
Anti-Gambling Council, Advocacy 
for the Development of Central Lu 
zon and Save Pampanga Move 
ment clamored for the rejection oi 
Ordinance 176 (formerly 172) by 
submitting position papers or ex 
pressing their stand during a con. 
sultation held at the St. Jude Parislı 
here on Tuesday night 

They cited lack of consulta. 
tions as well as violations of sev 
eral provisions of the Local Gov 
ernment Code, Mining Act oi 
1991 and Small-Mining Act o: 
why they sought the junking o! 
Ordinance 176. 


Unanimous vote 

The provincial board, by .. 
vote of 10-0, passed the ordi 
nance on Sept. 21. 

The Pampanga Mayors’ League 
filed the measure on Aug. 29. 

Corazon Gamboa-Ortiz, 65 
sent Panlilio a letter by e-maii 
asking him to "please, pleas 
don't allow them to [manage 
the quarry industry].” 

“The main reason I am writ 
ing you is to ask you to veto [the 
ordinance] that would decrease 
the revenues of the province. 
said Ortiz, a Kapampangan who 
resides now in Roxas City. 

fier hearing the stand of vario 
groups, Panlilio announced 
"Salangsangan taya pu. (We will op 
pose the ordinance). Should they 
override it, we will go to court.” 

He thanked them for their “sol 
darity in our crusade for good gov 
emance and good citizenship,” ax 
suring that ‘though our ship 1: 
tossed by big waves, ours is goin; 
forward and in the right direction, 

Panlilio said his administra 
tion has removed kickbacks for 
public projects, generated con 
fidence and support of the capi 
tos department heads and 
among other things, eliminateu 
irregularities in the collection of 
quarry fee and tax. Tonette Ore- 
jas, Inquirer Central Luzon 
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Veggie smuggling 
looms, gov warns 


LA TRINIDAD, BENGUET—GOV. NESTOR 
Fongwan warned of the possible entry into 
the country of smuggled vegetables within 
the next three months as unscrupulous 
traders might take advantage of the expect- 
ed peak in vegetable demand. 

Fongwan urged the government in a me- 
dia forum here on Tuesday to form an anti- 
smuggling task force for vegetables that 
would help curb the illegal importation 
that becomes rampant during the holidays. 

He said that his office had received re- 
ports about the presence of imported Chi- 
nese carrots in some markets in Metro 
Manila that has caused panic among the 
province's farmers and industry leaders. 

“We are ata loss as to the source of the carrots 
but it is highly possible they came from China 


since itis harvest time for carrots there,” he said. 

Fongwan suspected the carrots were smug- 
gled after the Bureau of Customs and the Bu- 
reau of Plant Industry told him that no import. 
permits for Chinese carrots had been issued. 

He said illegal importers could be in ca- 
hoots with the operators of bonded ware- 
houses who possibly served as conduits of 
imported vegetables. 

‘The province's farmers complained recently 
about the sudden dip in the price of carrots sold 
by wholesale at the vegetable trading post here. 

They said the price decrease was abnor- 
mal considering the volume of supply. 

Fongwan said the farmers’ complaint vali- 
dated the information that foreign carrots had 
made their way into the domestic market. Del- 
mar Carifio, Inquirer Northern Luzon 
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CANDLES are lit for soldiers slain in Sulu, 
Thecontinuing war between government 
troops and rebels is turning more and more 
women into widows, grieving mothers or 
sisters. JHGUPOFUNDUN 


Widowhood gets 
new meaning in 
Pampanga group 


By Tonette Orejas 
Inquirer Central Luzon 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—FOR AT LEAST 
30 women here, life did not end when their 
husbands died. 

Widowhood, as how they lived it, is more 
than grieving or sulking. By the way they 
lead their lives they lent the word widow a 
new meaning. 

"Women of integrity, devotion, optimism, 
wisdom and strength (Widows)" was how their 
children called them during the Sept. 15 launch 
of the group "Balu" at the Sto. Nifio Parish here. 

That redefinition was what was etched on 
trophies given to the 30 women in the trib- 
ute timed for the feast day of Our Lady of 
Sorrows or the grieving Blessed Virgin Mary. 

Balu, a Kapampangan word for widow, 
stands for Basic Assistance for Love of the 
Underprivileged. 

It is an apostolate by the widows and their 
children for other widows and orphans. This 
makes Balu the newest special ministry of the 
Archdiocese of San Fernando in Pampanga. 
said its organizer, Fr. Jose Ronnie Cao. 

The concept of Balu, according to Cao, is 
based on the Gospel account, “The Son of 
Widow Restored to Life" (Luke 7:11-17). 


Overcoming widowhood 

“Like Jesus who had pity on the widow in 
a town called Naim (or Nain), we are also 
called to respond responsibly to the needs 
of other people like the widow. Jesus’ com- 
passion moved him to restore the life of the 
widow's son,” Cao said. 

‘The women's stories tell of how, even witi- 
out husbands, they have moved on to kerp 
their families going, solely doing the respon- 
sibilities of rearing and disciplining childen 
and finding the means to survive while heal- 
ing their own wounds from the loss. 

‘Cao's mother, Aurora, overcame widew- 
hood through grit. 

Widowed just when she was 30, Awora 
has given education to all her five childen. 

“Sikap mu (les all a matter of bard 
work)," she said after the tribute that cime. 
on her 59th birthday. 

“I went farming, sold corn fot feds, 
raised pigs, maintained a small store, ook 
outloans," she said. 

Priorities 

Like the rest in the group, she never re- 
married, wanting to focus on the children. 

Felisa Tayag, the oldest of the awardees 
at 82, lost her husband 13 years ago, She 
mourned for losing the gift of growing old 
with him, this hilot (village midwife) said. 

She said she got by through the hdp of 
her 10 children. 

"Tayag and her late husband supported the 
children by farming and on his meager salary as 
an employee at the provincial engineers office. 

How the children got their college de- 
grees is their own feat, Tayag said. 

The eldest, a teacher, sent the next sib- 
ling to college. This sibling put the next one 
in school. The pattern went on and on until 
the 10th finished his course, Tayag said, 
laughing heartily at this "cycle of sacrifice." 

The rest are engineers, one is an aircraft 
mechanic. 

“Reng anak kasaup mu na la (The kids 
team up with you),” she said. “Manalig ka 
keng Apung Guinu. Datang ing saup (Have 
faith in God. Help will come).” 

Some widows took on leadership roles iri 
their communities. 

Dr. Leticia Yap, for instance, juggled tasks 
for various civic organizations as she put two 
ofher six children to law and medical schools. 

Having no one to intimately share the 
day's lessons, insights and troubles was the 
saddest part. 

“For a while, it was difficult. Nagsasalita 
ka nang mag-isa nang walang kausap. Yun 
ang mahirap (You talk to yourself.) 
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Army says NPAs 


LUCENA CITY—COMMUNIST 
x guerrillas have started meeting 
with candidates for village and 
youth council elections next 
‘month to warn the candidates of 
dire consequences should they 
ignore rebel policies, the mili- 
tary's Southern Command said. 
| Army Maj. Randolph Cabang- 
j| bang said the military recently 
{| recovered rebel documents and 
*igathered pieces of information 
‚that uncovered the rebel meet- 
ve with the candidates. 


YOaths 

Cabangbang said village candi- 
dates were being forced to take an 
gath before the rebels to reject the 
establishment of military detach- 
ments should they get elected. 

He said documents showed all 
guerrilla fronts under the South- 
em Tagalog Regional Party Com- 
mittee had been conducting 
meetings with village candidates. 

Cabangbang said copies of 
the rebel terms were being dis- 
itributed by guerrillas of the 

"Southern Tagalog pa 

“But I believe this is also be- 
"ing imposed all over the coun- 
try” he said. 

The INQumm. tried to contact 
communist spokesperson Gregorio. 
“Ka Roger" Rosal, or any rebel rep- 
resentative in Quezon province, 
‚for reaction but to no avail. 


No option 

An incumbent rural village 
head in the central part of Que- 
zon admitted that he, and other 
candidates, were approached 
by a rebel emissary for a sched- 
uled meeting. 

{No definite agenda was 
mentioned, Ignoring the sum- 
mons is not.an option for us,” 
said the village official. 

Cabangbang said the military 
was gathering reports on the 
amount of permit to campaign 
fees that the rebels were collect- 


demanding ties 
with village pols | 


ing from candidates. 


According to the military vil- 4 


lage candidates are being asked 
by the NPA rebels to also pledge 
that they would not allow the 
recruitment of militia units 
from their barangays. 

Cabangbang said the NPA 
had also asked winning candi- 
dates to cover for captured NPA 
rebels. 

The military said village can- 
didates were also under instruc- 
tions to gather intelligence in- 
formation on the movement or 
activities of government troops 
in their area and the use of the 
house of barrio officials as safe 
refuge for communist guerrillas. 


IRA share 

“The NPA is also asking the 
village candidates that should 
they win in the election, they 
will give to the rebel movement 
at least 10 percent of the baran- 
gay internal revenue allot- 
ment,” Cabangbang said. 

He said. NPAs demand the 
same share from the cost of gov- 
ernment projects in territories 
where they operate. 

“They (NPA) also want the 
village candidates to swear that 
they will support the activities 
of the barangay chapter of any 
rebel-affiliated political organi- 
zation,” Cabangbang said. 

„On Oct. 29, a punong baran- 
gay, an SK chair, seven Sangguni- 
ang Barangay council men and 
seven SK council members will 
be elected in each of the 41,994 
villages across the country. 

The filing of certificates of 
candidacies will start on Sept 
29 and will last until Oct. 18. 

The Commission on Elections 
said unless Congress declared 


* otherwise, the elections would 


push through on Oct. 29 despite 
calls for their postponement. 

Delfin T. Mallari Jr., Inquirer 
Southern Luzon 


IT experts regret 
scandal on ZTE deal 


BAGUIO CITY—INFORMATION 
technology schools and govem- 
ment educators tried to promote 
President Macapagal-Arroyo's Cy- 
ber Corridor program on Wednes- 
day when former Socioeconomic 
Planning Secretary Romulo Neri 

` testified in the Senate investiga- 
tion of the National Broadband 
“Network (NBN) project. 

But the advocates ended up 
admitting at a press conference 
"here that the supposed bribery 
deal implicating the Chinese 
Zhong Xing Telecommunica- 
tions Co. (ZTE) and top gövern- 
nent officials has already emas- 
culated the program as well as 
many other government IT ini- 
tiatives. 


Cyber Corridor 

Ms Arroyo pursued the cre- 
ation of the Cyber Corridor in 
her 2006 State of the Nation 
Address, which outlined the key 
investment destinations across 
the country for business out- 
sourcing firms like call centers 
or IT software or hardware 
manufacturing firms. 

The Cyber Corridor is 
bridged by the summer capital 
in Luzon, which hosts top semi- 
conductor, firm Texas Instru- 


ments Philippines Inc., 
Davao City in Mindanao. 

But. Alex Buluran, an IT 
teacher who represented STI at 
the Cyber Corridor news con- 
ference, said average Filipinos 
have started to attribute corrup- 
tion to ongoing government IT 
projects. 


and 


Bad impressions 

“Maraming (There's a lot of) 
bad impressions now [whenev- 
er people refer to government 
IT programs]... Maganda tala- 
gang gawing IT (center) ang 
Baguio at Cordillera (Making 
Baguio and the Cordillera as IT 
centers isa good idea) but when 
investors put up the infrastruc- 
ture, people will immediately 
assume kickbacks were paid 
out," Buluran said. 

He said this was a sad devel- 
opment for IT because the Cy- 
ber Corridor and the NBN are 
sound information technology 
projects for the government. 

A Baguio-based software de- 
veloper, who is listed among the 
Senate's pool of potential re- 
source speakers for the ongoing 
NBN probe, echoed this senti- 
ment. 

Gladys Vergara said the NBN 
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FRUIT! BOUNTY 


Davao residents continue to enjoy bumper harvest of fruits sold at unusually low prices in the market. 
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Subanens gather to hold ‘sorrow ritual’ 


By Ryan Rosauro 
Inquirer Mindanao 


OZAMIZ — CITY—HFTYSIX 
tribal leaders from Subanen 
communities in the Zamboanga 
Peninsula gathered in Siocon, 
Zamboanga del Norte, on Mon- 
day for a three-day "ritual of 
sorrow" for their sacred 
ground, Mount Canatuan, due 
to mining incursions. 

The fate of the mountain re- 
flected "the utter disrespect of 
TVI for indigenous customs and 
traditions,” said Timuay Jose 
"Boy" Anoy, host of the assem 
bly. 

‘Canatuan is the principal 
area of operation of the Canadi 
an-owned TVI Pacific Inc 
through its Philippine sub 
sidiary, TVI Resources Develop 


ment Inc. It is the first foreign- 
owned venture to successfully 
operate under the Mining Act of 
1995. 

TVI said it did not trample on 
the cultural sensitivities of the 
Subanen by mining in Canatu 
an. It has repeatedly said that 
the mountain is not a sacred 
ground as it was not among the 
sites listed in the heritage in- 
ventory of the National Histori- 
tal Institute. 

Anoy. a member of the Apu 
Manglang Glupa' Pusaka (De- 
scendanıs of Apo Manglang), 
said his people were in posses 
sion of a title to an ancestral 
domain territory that includes 
Canatuan They are mourning 
its destruction in a ritual called 
the Glongosan sog koguba’ 
nog Konoruan (Tears for the 


Destruction of Canatuan), he 
said. 

The mining activities, he 
said, were "bad omen" for other 
Subanen communities in the re- 
gion. 

Mining interests have dotted 
the Zamboanga Peninsula since 
the Supreme Court reversed its 
earlier decision declaring the 
Mining Code unconstitutional, 
according to the Legal Rights 
and Natural Resources Center- 
Kasama sa Kalikasan (LRC- 
KSK), an environmental protec- 
tion group. 

Aside from its 508-hectare 
“operational tenement” in 
Canatuan, TVI alone has inter- 
est over a potential mineral 
area spanning Zamboanga del 
Norte, Zamboanga del Sur and 
Zamboanga Sibugay. 


PROTESTERS wear paint on their faces to protest the ZTE deal that is now being hounded by allegations 


of big time corruption. 


project would have made gov- 
emnance easier. 

“The NBN is a very good pro 
ject. It will make government 
work faster,” said Vergara. 


Links 

"It means government won't 
need to pay for cell site access 
or Internet connections,” 
said. 

Vergara said the NBN would 


she 


have linked almost every gov- 
ernment IT project, including 
the Department of Education's 
P26-billion cyber education 
contract with the Chinese Ts- 
inghua University. 

“Ayusin na nila iyong red tape 
para matuloy na ang NBN (The 
government should clean up 
the red tape so they can finally 
pursue NBN)," Vergara said. 

Marlene Necessito, chief of 


RUDY ESPEMS 


the Cordillera operations divi- 
sion of the Technical Education 
and Skills Development Author. 

ity, said 80 percent of infras- 
tructure investments in the Cy 

ber Corridor would be "private 

led.” 

She said the governments pri- 
mary mandate for the corridor is 
to ensure a pool of competent IT 
workers. Vincent Cabreza, In- 
quirer Northern Luzon 


Farmers’ problem solver just SMS away 


By Anselmo Roque 
Inquirer Central Luzon 


SCIENCE CITY OF MUNOZ— 
Rice farmers with crop prob- 
lems are now just a text mes- 
sage away from getting assis- 
tance from scientists and ex- 
perts of the Philippine Rice Re- 
search Institute (PhilRice) here. 

Using their own or borrowed 
mobile phones, they just text 
their queries or requests for in- 
formation to the PhilRice 
“Farmers’ Text Center.” 

“If the question belongs to the 
Category of most frequently 


asked questions (FAQs), of which 
we have the ready answer, we 
send the answer instantly” said 
Roger Barroga, project director 
of the Open Academy for Philip- 
pine Agriculture. (Opapa) to 
which the center belongs. 


“The answer is condensed in’ 


160 characters," he said. 

If the question is too technical, 
itis sent to scientists or experts of 
the agency. “They make sure that 
they get the response of the con- 
cerned scientist or expert within 
a reasonable time to satisfy their 
waiting clients,” Barroga said 

"Sometimes, if the answer 


? 


seemed vague to the farmer, we 
contact the PhilRice experts in 
the field or the technicians from 
Other agencies and request 
them to visit the farmer.” 

Some, farmers send pho- 
tographs of their sick rice plants 
through multimedia messaging 
service (MMS), Barroga said. 
Through these photos, he said, 
the experts could readily tell 
what kind of disease hit the 
plants and give the proper pro- 
cedure on how to control it. 

"We do not give though the 
name of the chemicals to use 
lest we be accused of patroniz. 


ing certain products,” he said. 
The center, which started oper- 
ating in 2004 using an early-mod- 
el mobile phone for texting, is 
now using computers to accom- 
 modate hundreds of clients a day. 
Dr Leocadio Sebastian, PhilRice 
executive director, saw the big po- 
tential of the texting service to help 
farmers so the center supported 
the project. Rarroga said. 
Records of the center showed 
that it received 5,327 text mes- 
sages from January to July or an 
average of 761 a month. Of the 
number, 1,071 came from Cen- 
tral Luzoa, 824 from the Ilocos. 


and 299 from Calabarzon 
(Cavite, Laguna, Batangas. 
Rizal and Quezen) 

Farmers in Northern Min 
danao sent the lowest number 
of messages (25). 

‘The center also receives ques: 
tions or requests for informa- 
tion on crops other than rice. 
Barroga said the questions were 
referred to the proper agencies. 

Farmers who want to reach the 
Farmers’ Text Center should type 
REG/name/age/address/occu- 
pation/and the message in their 
phones and send the inquiry to 
0920-911-1398. 


The company filed applica. 
tions for exploration agree- 
ments with the national govern 
ment for production sharing or 
financial and technical assis- 
tance in rhe three provinces, a 
report of the Mines and Geo- 
sciences Bureau jn Western 
Mindanao confirmed. 

The area comprises 150,000 
hectares of land, or six and à 
half times the size of Camiguin 
Island. 

Anoy said TVI had been en 
croaching on the Subanen peo- 
ples ancestral domain even 
without their consent. The com 
pany said its Canatuan project 
had the support of a Subanen 
group called the Siocon Suba 
nen Association Inc., then head- 
ed by a certain Mariano Tu 
mangkis. 


Museum readied 
for Baguio’s 
centennial 
celebrations 


BAGUIO CITY—AS PART OF 1HE 
celebration of the citys 100th 
charter anniversary in 2009, a 
museum that will keep pho- 
tographs and documents charting 
Baguiv’s growth will be put up in 
one of its heritage sites 

Michael Pearson, a member of 
the Baguio Centennial Commis 
sion, said the abandoned Diplo 
mat Hotel at Dominican Hill was 
chosen as ınuseum site because it 
offers a panoramic view of the 
city and it is surrounded by trees 

The museum will showcase 
the beginnings of the mining in 
dustry that was introduced hy 
the Americans in Benguet in the 
early 1900s, Virgilio Bautista, 
the commission chair, said. 

He said the centennial cele 
bration and its related activities 
would also recognize the partici- 
pation of foreign workers in 
volved in the construction of 
Kennon Road, a major link of the 
city to the lowland provinces. 

The consuuction of Kennon 
Road, originally called Benguet 
Road, involved workers from al 
most 40 countrics. Most of the 
workers were Jepencse, Amer: 
cans and Filipinos, accounts said 

Bautista said the commission 
was planning to trace the fami- 
lies of the workers so they could 
be recognized in the 2009 event. 

The Japancse-Filipino com- 
munity in Baguio will be asked 
to donate documents and mem: 
orabilia to the museum, he said. 

Books, photographs and docu- 
ments issued or printed before the 
outbreak of World War II are now 
being evaluated for inclusion, Pear- 
son said. It was difficult to find pre. 
war materials, especially books, he 
said, because most of these were 
destroyed or lost during the fight- 
ing and pillage in the 1940s. 

Bautista said the commission 
was preparing a coffee table 
book on the history of the city 
and the people and institutions 
that contributed to its develop. 
ment. Desiree Caluza, Inquirer 
Northern Luzon 
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P25M worth of shabu seized in P'íaque 


Main suspect allegedly part of Binondo-Quiapo drug connection 


By Julie M. Aurelio 


A CHINESE NATIONAL WAS ARRESTED TUESDAY 
night in Parafiaque City with over 10 kilos of shabu 
worth P25 million in his possession. 


Ang Ahua, 47, of Ongpin Street, Binon- 
do, Manila, was nabbed by operatives of 
the National Capital Region Police Office 
during a buy-bust operation at the Naia 
Road at around 10:30 p.m. 

Senior Insp. Rodrigo Palisoc, anti-illegal 
drugs chief, said Ahua was a member of the 
Binondo-Quiapo "drug connection" that 
supplied illegal drugs all over Metro Manila. 

The Binondo-Quiapo drug group al- 
legedly supplies drugs all over Metro Mani- 
la, although officials did not identify the 
group's source. 

Arrested with Ahua was Salik Sangote, 
21, a native of Marawi City and a resident. 
of Arlequi St., Quiapo, Manila. 

Seized from the suspects were 10 plastic 
bags containing a total of 10 kilos of shabu 
or metamphetamine hydrochloride. 

The two were charged in the office of as- 
sistant prosecutor Renato Garcia of the 
Parañaque City prosecutors’ office for ped- 
dling and transporting illegal drugs. 

“We have been monitoring their activi- 
ties for more than a month now,” Palisoc 
said. The operation, he added, followed the 
arrest of a Chinese national during another 
buy-bust operation on Sept 6. 

During the earlier arrest, NCRPO seized 
two kilos of shabu from a Chua Liong Chow 
and Marlon Susano in Tondo, Manila. 


Ordinance 

is legal basis 
for ‘reward,’ 
says Manila dad 


By Allison W. Lopez 


A FORMER MANILA GOVERNMENT OFFI- 
cial said the Commission on Audit (COA) 
had no right to declare that there was “no 
legal basis” for the payment of P1.6 million 
to city councilors who served three-terms. 

‘The payment was provided for in Ordi- 
nance No. 8040 enacted by the city council 
on Dec. 7, 2000. 

“The ordinance is the legal basis. But it’s 
up to the court to decide kung may legal ba- 
sis o wala. Kulang pa nga yung binayad sa 
‘amin. Actually that should be P3 million,” 
‘claimed Abraham Cabochan, a District 1 
councilor for 1995-2004. 

‘The ordinance authorized the conferment 
of a plaque, retirement and gratuity 
amounting to at least P3 million to officials, 
including the mayor, vice mayor and coun- 
cilors, who qualified for the Exemplary Pub- 
lic Service Award (Epsa). 


Payments 

Initial payments of P1.6 million were 
made in 2005 to former councilor Julio 
Logarta Jr. and four incumbent councilors, 
Marlon Lacson, Luciano "Lou" Veloso, Joce- 
lyn Dawis-Asuncion and Monina “Pipay” 
Silva, on behalf of her late husband, Hilari- 
on “Pipoy” Silva. 

1n 2006, the COA disallowed the payments 
saying the “monetary reward to former elec- 
tive officials in the form of retirement and gra- 
tuity pay was approved and authorized by the 
city council without legal basis." 

COA Director IV Elizabeth Zosa said the 
“payment likewise contravenes Article 170 of 
RA7160, which provides that no elective or ap- 
pointive local official shall receive additional, 
double or indirect compensation unless specifi- 
cally authorized by law" She asked the six 
councilors to return the money immediately. 

"Its an award, not a benefit. The one 
who sponsored the ordinance (Lacson) saw 
that those whose terms had ended naging 
kawawa ang buhay dahil napabayaan ang 
sarili," said Cabochan, who draws income 
from swine farms. 

Councilors, he said, spent much more 
from their own pockets for their con- 
stituents than congressmen did, 


[Dip You kNow "| 


UNITED Nations Avenue in Manila used to be 
known as Isaac Peral Street. Peral was the Span- 
Ish designer of the first electric submarine that 
fired torpedoes. The submarine, named "Peral," 
fired three torpedoes during tests conducted In 
1889. Cyril L. Bonabente, Inquirer Research 
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More than two weeks later, Palisoc said a 
confidential agent of the NCRPO set up a 
buy-bust deal with Ahua and Sangote in 
front of the Senses Spa along Naia Road. 

The shabu was stored in a dark orange 
Mazda (UGH 978) and a dark blue Ford F150 
(WJM 959). Authorities also recovered both 


ie) 


vehicles. Spokesperson Supt. Rhodel Sermo- 
nia said operatives found one kilo of shabu in 
the Mazda, and the rest hidden in the Ford. 

‘A test at the crime laboratory of the Philip- 
pine National Police confirmed that the seized 
materials were shabu or metamphetamine 
hydrochloride, 


“We should expect more breakthroughs 
in our campaign against dealers of illegal 
drugs,” Sermonia said. 

“Based on the amount of the seized 
hoard, we can say Ahua is dealing with big 
time drug pushers if they are selling by the 
kilo,” Sermonia said. 
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By Kenneth M. del Rosario 


vehicle, worth at least P2.5 mil- 


lion, was later claimed by its own- 


POLICE ARRESTED THREE 
suspected car thieves caught 
Tuesday afternoon in Quezon 
City in possession ofa stolen ve- 
hicle. 

The suspects are believed to 
be members of a syndicate. Po- 
lice identified them as Ricky 
Moran, 38; Benjie Pascual, 48; 
and Rodolfo Delgado, 44, all 
residents of Tondo, Manila, 

Authorities said the three 
were members of the "Rentas 
Dugas” group whose modus 
operandi was to rent trailer 
trucks and container vans from 
trucking companies. They then 
sold the vehicles to other truck- 
ing companies outside the city. 

Police said the suspects also 
specialized in stealing parked 
vehicles in dimly lit areas. said. 

“The Quezon City Police District 
‘Anti-Camapping Unit (QCPD-An- 
car) caught the suspects disman- 
ng an 18-wheeler truck (PJW- 
565) with two empty 2x20-footer 
container vans at around 4 p.m. 
Tuesday in Sauyo Road, Min- 
danao Avenue, Quezon City. The 


national. 


By Tina G. Santos 
and Nancy Carvajal. 


OVER P800,000 WORTH OF 
Chemicals allegedly used in 
manufacturing explosives were 
seized yesterday morning from 
a warehouse in Caloocan and a 
shanty in Navotas. 

‘The raid was conducted joint- 
ly by operatives of the National 
Bureau of Investigation and 
Northern Police District 

Edward Villarta, chief of the 
NBI National Capital Region, said 
the raiding teams found 492 sacks 


By Jeannette I. Andrade 


FRATERNITIES AT THE UNIVERSITY OF 
the Philippines (UP) Diliman were report- 
edly unprepared for the administrative or- 
der issued last week by president Emerlin- 
da Roman directing them to justify their ex- 
istence within the university system. 

University Student Council (USC) president 
Shahana Abdulwahid told the INQUIRER yester- 
day that representatives of some 13 fraterni- 
ties met with the head of the Students’ Rights 
and Welfare (STRAW) committee Tuesday, a 
day after Roman's directive was sent to leaders 
of various Greek letter organizations, 

The UP president issued the order last 
week following the suspected fraternity vio- 
lence-related deaths of students Cris Antho- 
ny Mendez of the National College of Public 
Administration and Governance (NCPAG); 
and Marlon Villanueva of UP Los Bafios. 

Abdulwahid said she was present during 
the meeting where most frat representa- 
tives reportedly expressed surprise over the. 
memorandum. “The majority of fraternity 
members claimed that they had not re- 
ceived the memo,” she added. 

OF the 13 fraternities, no representative 
ofthe Sigma Rho, Alpha Phi Beta, and Scin- 
tilla Juris attended the meeting. The three 


(25 kilograms each) of ammoni- 
um nitrate at Mandarin Chemi- 
cals Inc, a warehouse on 6th 
Street between 11th and 12th Av- 
enues, Grace Park, Caloocan City. 

The warehouse was allegedly 
owned by Ben Macam. The NBI 
said the raid around 7 a.m. yester- 
day was conducted following re- 
ports that the company was sell- 
ing ammonium nitrate, a compo- 
nent of explosives. 

A police report said three 
warehouse employees were ar- 
rested. Macam was able to 
elude the raiders. 


er, Worldnet Cargo Freight Inter- 


Police also recovered four other 
container vans worth P1.7 million 
and two two-unit trailer trucks 
worth P2 million. They were later 
claimed by Capital Worldwide Ex- 
press Cargo Corp. and Topline 
Globeline Logistics, Inc. 

Supt. Bernabe Balba, head of 
the District Intelligence and In- 
vestigation Division, said they 
were investigating reports that 
the suspects sold the stolen ve- 
hicles to a trucking company in 
Nueva Ecija. 

The vehicles, Balba added, 
were being sold below their 
market values. A trailer truck 
worth P1,000,000, for example, 
was sold for half the price, he 


Owners of the stolen vehicles 
have filed charges of car theft 
and syndicated estafa against 
the suspects. 

Information on the syndicate 
came from television programs 
“Bitag” and "Mission X” hosted by 
Ben and Erwin Tulfo, respectively. 


Raids yield chemicals for making explosives 


Chief Insp. Jose Valencia, head 
of the investigation division of 
Caloocan City said the raiding 
team was armed with a search 
warrant issued by Vice-Executive 
Judge Cielito Mindaro-Grulla of 
the Manila Regional Trial Court. 
He said the agents conducted. 
the raid after receiving informa- 
tion that illegal chemicals were 


stored there. 


fraternities are among the most dominant 
Greek letter organizations in the university. 

Abdulwahid said the fraternities asked 
what would qualify as valid justifications 
for their existence. "They said there were 
no criteria set or mentioned ... nor was 
there mention of possible sanctions in case 
they (fraternities) opted not to comply with 
the administrative order," she added. 

She disclosed plans for a consultation and. 
dialogue between the USC, fraternity repre- 
sentatives and the UP administration to clarify 
some points in Roman's directive, 

Vice chancellor for Student Affairs Eliza- 
beth Enriquez told the Ingumen that memo- 
randa for the fraternities have been distribut- 
ed Monday to deans of colleges where leaders 
ofthe organizations belonged. 

“They should have been aware by now of 
the administrative order that president Ro- 
man issued last week,” she said. 

Roman's administrative order, PERR-07- 
80 issued on Sept. 18, directed all UP chan- 
cellors nationwide to serve the notice to all 
fraternities within 15 days upon receipt of 
the “request,” but not later than Oct. 19. 

The directive followed a meeting be- 
tween officials of the administration and 
different colleges that discussed the selec- 
tive or outright ban of fraternities. 


Did a signage make your day? 
Garbage dumped on your street unmake 
your day? 
Street diggings forever on the street where 
you live? 
‘Are you up in arms against the 
‘demolition of an ancestral house? 
Awad by a little-known barangay project 
‘with a big positive impact in your 
community? 

* Got stuck in potholes? 

* Ted up with cussing and fouding neighbors? 

* Is there an everyday role model in your 
neighborhood? 
Delightful/dreadful finds on your way to 
work? 
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MÀU. Share the good news where you are—and the bad. Baina 
tator saner, barithiat and an exciting place tà ve la. 
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The company allegedly sup- 
plied ammonium nitrate used by 
fishermen in Navotas engaged in 
dynamite fishing, the NBI said. 
The chemicals were allegedly 


Fraternities ‘surprised’ by UP president’s directive 
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3 suspected car theft gang members nabbed 
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Fireman dies in brawl 
TEN MEN allegedly mauled 
Randy Llorente, a member of the 
Bureau of Fire Protection early 
yesterday morning in Quezon 
City, resulting in his death. 
Llorente died on arrival at the 
East Avenue Medical Center from 
the heavy beating. The incident 
happened at 6:30 a.m., yesterday, 
along Westpoint Street in Cubao. 
Llorente, who was allegedly 
drunk, picked a tight with a waiter 
ofthe Palawan | Bar and Grill, po- 
lice said. The victim allegedly 
turned his ire on the waiter's co- 
workers who came upon them. 
This angered five of the suspects 
who started beating him up. Five 
other men later joined the maul- 
ing. Jeannette I. Andrade 


Jealousy does not pay 
AMAN who stabbed dead his girl- 
friend in 2001 in an act of jealousy 
was convicted of murder and sen- 
tenced to life imprisonment by a 
Manila court yesterday. Judge Sil- 
vino Pampilo Jr. of Manila Reglon- 
al Trial Court Branch 26 found 
Glenn Villabona guilty of the pre- 
meditated act against Myralin 
Cruz, who died from 15 stab 
wounds in the vicinity of the Uni- 
versity of Santo Tomas in Sam- 
paloc. The court also said the ac- 
cused was unable to prove that it. 
would be physically impossible 
for him to be at the crime scene. 
‚Apart from the penalty of reclu- 
sion perpetua, Villabona was or- 
dered to pay P208,000 to Cruz's 
family. Allison W. Lopez 


Bonifacio High reunion 
MEMBERS of the Andres Bonifacio 
High School in Sangandaan, 
Caloocan City, Class 77, are Invited 
to their 30th anniversary reunion on 
Dec. 30, 6 p.m. at 53 Chicago Tech 
University Hills, Caloocan City. To 
register, please call: Fe L. Concep- 
cion, 636-5826; Marie June Garcia 
Cortez, 847-043; Melinda Magno 
Cayabyab, 362-9132; Joselito 
Lorenzo, 480-9909; Celia Dalusong 
Imperial, 899-5217. Or visit 
abhs_batch77@yahoogroups.com. 
Deadline for registration is Oct. 31 


PLASTIC 


MAN 
Anenter- 
prising man 
has loaded 
his sidecar 
with empty 
plastic jugs 
collected 
from 
various 
households 
in Manila 
whichhe 
hopes to 
selltoa 
junkeyard in 
the business 
of recycling 
used items. 
ranum 


repacked to make it appear they 
were animal feeds. Each sack of 
ammonium nitrate was sold for 
P1,600. 

The NBI said that although 
Mandarin Chemicals Inc. had 
the license to possess the chemi- 
cals, it did not have the authori- 
tyto repack and sell them. 

“And they sell them to people 
who also have no license to pur- 
chase them, which is also a vio- 
lation of the law,” it added. 

The NBI said the owner ofthe 
warehouse would be charged 
with violation of Presidential 


Decree 1866 or illegal posses- 
sion and sale of explosives. 

Before going to the ware- 
house, the raiding teams went 
to a shanty owned by one Alfre- 
do Abeja on Pitong Gatang St., 
Barangay Sipac Almacen in 
Navotas. 

At least 17 sacks of ammoni- 
um nitrate and blasting caps 
were seized by authorities. 

Valencia said the agents put 
the warehouse and shanty un- 
der surveillance after a con- 
cerned citizen tipped them off 
about the stored chemicals. 
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Surfers are flocking to try and ride Philippine waters. 


Secking an adrenaline rush? The Philippines is emerging as a much sought-after destination for adventure-secking surfer 
for free. At Php45 to | Mile, it’s the lowest spend-to-Miles conversion in the country today. Use your card for everyday 


Don't worry if you don't have enough Miles to fly — you can buy the Bonus Points you need to convert to Miles (.1 Bonu 
Miles Visa and FastFlights now. Sige ka, sayang ang Miles! 
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Bush asks $190B for Iraq, Afghan wars 


... WORIDBRIEFS 
59 killed in Iraq bombings 


BAGHDAD—Bomb attacks killed 59 people and wounded more than 
120 across Iraq on Wednesday when suspected al-Qaida militants 
stepped up a campaign of violence coinciding with the Muslim holy 
month of Ramadan. In a mainly Shite district of southwest Baghdad, 
twin car bombs killed 32 people in one of the biggest attacks to hit the 
Iraqi capital in weeks. Reuters 


Saudi asks Israel to abandon barrier 

ISRAEL should stop work on a security barrier in and along the West Bank 
and halt settlement activity there as a good-will gesture to assure Arab 
states that it is serious about comprehensive peace talks, Saudi Arabia's 
foreign minister sald Wednesday. The minister, Prince Saud al-Faisal, 
‘stopped short of making his demand a condition for Arab attendance at a 
planned Middle East peace conference. NYT 


2 Danish soldiers killed in Afghanistan 
COPENHAGEN, Denmark—Two Danish soldiers were killed and a third 
was injured in a gun battle with Taliban fighters in southern 
Afghanistan, Denmark's military said Thursday. The firefight happened 
Wednesday in Upper Geresk Valley In Helmand province, the Army Op- 
erational Command said. Denmark has some 600 troops in 
Afghanistan. Including the latest deaths, a total of six Danish soldiers 
have been killed in Afghanistan. 


3 drinks a day boost breast cancer risk 
BARCELONA—Three or more drinks a day, whether beer, wine or spirits, 
boost a woman's risk of breast cancer as much as smoking a pack of 
cigarettes, US researchers said on Thursday. In what the researchers said 
was one of the largest studies to investigate links between breast cancer 
and alcohol—found that alcohol itself and the amount a person consumed 
were key rather than the type of drink. Breast cancer is the second most 
common cancer killer of women, after lung cancer. It will be diagnosed in 
1.2 million people globally this year and will kill 500,000. Reuters. 


See-through frogs cancel need for dissection 
TOKYO—Japanese researchers have succeeded in producing see- 
through frogs, letting them observe organs, blood vessels and eggs un- 
der the skin without performing dissections. "You can see through the 
skin how organs grow, how cancer starts and develops,” said the lead 
researcher Masayuki Sumida, professor at the Institute for Amphibian 
Biology of state-run Hiroshima University. “You can watch organs of the 
‘same frog over its entire life as you don't have to dissect it. The re- 
searcher can also observe how toxins affect bones, livers and other or- 
gans at lower costs,” he said. 


AP 


WASHINGTON—THE US GOVERNMENT TRIG- "777 
gered a bruising new battle with Congress 
Wednesday by demanding the mammoth sum of 
nearly $190 billion to fund the wars in Iraq and 


Afghanistan. 


The administration's largest 
funding request yet for the six- 
year-old "war on terror" came 
as Democrats battled to pursue 
a thus-far futile drive to curtail 
the bloody Iraq mission. 

The 2008 budget request was 
announced by the Pentagon, 
which also revealed that US mili- 
tary commanders have been 
warned that they are responsible 
for overseeing private security 
contractors in Iraq, a move that 
comes in the wake of the Sept. 16 
shootout in Baghdad involving 
the Blackwater company that left 
atleast 10 Iraqis dead. 

At the United Nations on Tues- 
day, President George W. Bush as- 
sured Iraq Prime Minister Nuri al- 
Maliki of Washington's support, 
aides said, despite US public anger 
at the war and the sluggish pace of 
Iraqi progress on legislation seen 
as key to forging national unity 
and quelling sectarian violence. 

‘Addressing the UN Wednesday, 
Maliki said his country’s neighbors 
realized the dangers of extremist vi- 
lence on their doorstep as he 
urged the world body to boost ef- 
forts to rebuild the fractured nation. 

Even as Maliki spoke, the 
country was hit the same day 
with another spate of powerful 
car and suicide bombings which 
killed at least 36 people. 

‘The UN has been under strong 
pressure also from the United 
States to adopt a higher profile in 
Iraq, with the Bush administra- 


tion under intense military strain 
from the costly war. 

But in the US Senate also on 
Wednesday, a non-binding reso- 
lution was passed in favor of 
subdividing Iraq on ethnic lines, 
a plan touted by backers as the 
sole hope of forging a federal 
state out of sectarian strife. 

It proposes to separate Iraq in- 
to Kurdish, Shiite and Sunni enti- 
ties, with a federal government 
in Baghdad in charge of border 
security and oil revenues. 

The Bush government's pro- 
posed budget increase brought 
a sharp rebuff from Democrats 
in the Congress. 

As Defense Secretary Robert 
Gates laid out his case for the ex- 
tra money in a Senate hearing, 
senior Democrat Robert Byrd 
said the “nefarious, infernal war 
in Iraq" had now cost more than 
$450 billion on its own. 

“In the fifth year of this terri- 
ble, misguided conflict this sena- 
tor—yes, this man from the hill 
country—believes that it is time 
for a thorough evaluation of the 
Bush war in Iraq,” the West Vir- 
ginia senator told Gates. 

“If we're serious about sup- 
porting our troops, we owe 
them nothing less.” 

‘The Pentagon's budget submis- 
sion was $42.3 billion greater 
than the administration's estimate 
When it presented its first 2008 
budget request to the Democratic- 
Jed Congress in February. 


BUSH takes a seat after 
‘addressing the 62nd session of the 
UN General Assembly Sept. 25. e 
“This additional $42.3 billion 
puts us at just under $190 bil- 
lion for the global war on terror 
supplemental request for 
2008—$189.3 billion,” Pen- 


tagon spokesperson Geoff Mor- 
rell told reporters. 

Gates said the increase was 
needed in part to cover the cost. 
of maintaining the so-called 
"surge" in US forces at least 
through July 2008, as well as to 
buy mine-resistant armored ve- 
hicles known as MRAPs. 

Currently there are 165,000 
US troops in Iraq, organized in- 
to around 20 combat brigades. 

Gen. David Petraeus, the US 
commander in Iraq, earlier this 
month announced plans to re- 
duce the size of the force by five 
brigades by mid-July, which 
would bring force levels down 
to around 130,000 troops. 

The cost of the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan is funded separately 
from the regular Pentagon budget. 
The mammoth new request was 
sure to run into a firestorm in 
Congress, although the Democrats. 
have so far proven unable to lure 
enough Republicans away from 
Bush's Iraq strategy. AFP 
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metropolis to rival any of the 


Celebrating 50 Years of Nationhood 


world's great cities. Most noted 
for the Petronas Twin Towers 
which dominate the skyline, KL 
also has many fascinating sights, 
sounds, tastes and smells to offer 
adventurers on the streets. Feel 
the pulse of the city within the 
Golden Triangle - the hub of KL, 
or venture out to the outlying 
limestone cave temples at Batu 
Caves. And if you're feeling 
lucky, the casino at the hill resort 
of Genting Highlands isn't too 
far away, As always in Malaysia, 
top off your tour of KL with 
a generous meal. You'll be so 
spoilt for choice, you'll wish you 


had an extra stomach. 
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just won't die 


Gritty Blue Eagles 


The league meted the sanction to Raffy AST TC 77777 
Dayrit, who nearly came to blows with ho: aol 
league commissioner Ed Cordero at court- i 
side after the Ateneo-Santo Tomas tussle ES 
last Sunday. zs 

La Salle also ended up at the losing end mean m 
in yesterday's board meeting after the — wamama. 
league cured down Brian Ilad's appeal to Rf A 5 ARO BLA 
reconsider his five-game suspension. Srna Re 

The board slapped the penalty on the aas non e grnouu, : 
rookie center for punching University of the cl B 


iniit 


East's Mark Fampulme. Stan 


The scores: 
ATENEO 65—Arao 19, Tiu 14, Baclao 8, Salamat 8, Al 


(RET EAS 
Hussaini 5, Bios 4, Barracoso 4, Long 3, Austria 0, Es- EA ay 
a0, Rees 0, aoe [7d 


LA SALLE 64—Tang 20, Casio 11, Malabes 7, Vilanue- 
va 7, Cua 7, Walsham 5, Atkins 0, Ferdinand 0, Co 0, Barua 
0. 

Quarters: 15-16, 30-31, 47-52, 65-64 


unse 
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LASALLE'S Rico Maierhofer seeks an open teammate as he hits the floor off a rebound in yesterday's match at the 
Araneta Coliseum. Clamping down on the Archer are Ateneo's Zion Laterre and Chris Tiu. AUGISTORAGUZ 


Tiu dooms Green Archers with drive 


By Jasmine W. Payo stepped up and really held the fort,” 
said Black. “But the bottomline was 


Chris Tiu, who struggled the entire | 


CHRIS TIU SPARKED AND CAPPED A SEVEN-POINT ATENEO RUN DOWN 


the wire as the Blue Eagles stunned the La Salle Green Archers with a 
thrilling 65-64 triumph yesterday in a continuation of nail-biters that have 
highlighted their UAAP basketball rivalry this season. 


Tiu scored the game-winning 
drive with 7.3 seconds left before a 
jampacked crowd at the Araneta 
Coliseum as Ateneo forced a knock- 
out battle this Sunday with La Salle. 
It also put the Eagles in a position. 
fora return trip to the Finals. 

“Tt was tough, La Salle came out 
with a lot of energy,” said Tiu. “But 
we hung in there, we stuck together 
asa team.” 

The “Eagles now have the mo- 
mentum when the two bitter adver- 
saries meet for the fifth time in a 
winner-take-all match for the right 
to fight the University of the East 
Warriors in a best-of-three Finals. 

“It could have gone either way,” 


said Ateneo coach Norman Black. 
“Like I said before, these two teams 
are evenly matched. It depends on 
who has the will to win on that par- 
ticular game.” 

The Archers, starring TY Tang 
and Cholo Villanueva, seemed to 
have the Eagles pinned for good 
with a 64-58 advantage going into 
the final two minutes. 

But Tiu came up with a clutch 
triple that cut the deficit, 61-64, 
with 1:54 minutes left. Ford Arao 
then delivered the last two points of 
a season-saving effort of 19 before 
Tiu struck with the game's biggest 
basket. 

"At least some of the other guys 


game with one point and five 
turnovers in the first half. But when 
the game was on the line, he came 
up with the big shots that helped us 
down the stretch." 

Rookie Ateneo center Nonoy Ba- 
clao contributed six of his eight 
points in the final seven minutes 
even as Black paid tribute to the Ea- 
gles’ defense that held the Archers 
scoreless in the final two minutes. 

La Salle had a chance to turn the 
game around but rookie Bader Mal- 
abes missed a three-point shot and 
a Rico Maierhofer follow-up was 
off-target as time expired. 


Ateneo alumnus banned 

‚Off the court, the UAAP board is- 
sued an unprecedented decision by 
banning an Ateneo alumnus at the 
game venue for two years. 
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Rosales-Lascufia shares 
4th in World Cup qualifier 


KUALA LUMPUR— 
Malaysia and Thai 
land lived up to their 
billing as favorites, 
firing matching 11- 
under-par 61s in the 
fourball format for 
the joint first-round 
lead in the Fortis In- 
ternational Challenge 


we're looking forward to tomorrow.” 

rst round rests (oral 

51— Maysa (A Raman, | Ste), Thaan (T Jide. Mark 
sang); G4— ererands (R.J. Derksen, M. Laien): 65—Korea 
(Lee SH. Lee S). Chinese Taipei (um WT, Lin WH), RP (T. Lascu- 
na, G. Rosales). t6 ten Zealand (R. Lie, S. Sezi). Singapore 
(M Mamat, Lam CB), Palstan (M. Ahmed, M Munir). Hong Kong 
(U. Stewart, Wong WM): 67-—Smtzeriand, (M. Rominger, R- 
Wiedersehr). Asan Tour News 


on Thursday. 
Tain Steel and Airil 
Riman shoing 11 A Three couples. Three photos. Three stages of enduring romance. 
birdies for an unblemished card at Kota Permai i All of them portraying one thing - the unmistakable signs of mutual satisfaction. 


Golf and Country Club. Thongchai Jaidee con- 
tributed eight birdies to boost his Thai partner- 
ship with Prayad Marksaeng. 

The Netherland? Maarten Lafeber and 
Robert-Jan Derksen overcame a sluggish start 


Indeed, the secret to a long-lasting relationship. 


Boost your Sexual Performance 


to post a 64 for third place while Gerald Ros- 
ales and Tony Lascuña of the Philippines, 
South Korea's Lee Sung and Lee Seung-ho and 
Chinese Taipei's Lin Wen-tang and Lin Wen- 
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hong carded matching 65s to share fourth. fue Yenr (M 


The top five will earn slots in the Omega. 
Mission Hills World Cup in China in November. 
Rosales was delighted that the Philippines is 
in the hunt after the fourball round. 
“We didn't have the best of starts but played 
well on the back nine,” he said. “We're only 
four back. Tony and I struck the ball nicely and 
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By Musong R. Castillo 


MACAU—BECAUSE OF THE ABSENCE OF AN IN- 
international tournament the PBA is committed to 
supporting in the middle of next year a "third confer- 
ence" for the season—an invitational touma- 
 ment—will be held. 

Members of the league's board planed into this 


Red Lions 
roaring 
for more 


By June Navarro 


‘THERE SEEMS NO DISPELLING TALK OF A 
developing San Beda dynasty after the Red Li- 
ons easily captured their second straight NCAA 
basketball crown on Wednesday night. 

Except for the departure of pro-bound 
Yousif Almajal and the graduation of Ray- 
mond Maggay the Red Lions' champi- 
onship core is still intact. 

What's ominous for the opposition, led 
by the Letran Knights whom the Red Lions 
swept in the Finals, is the fact that San Beda 
has a pair of battle-ready replacements who 
could make them even more frightening, 

Another Nigerian, aside from the 6-foot- 
7 Sam Ekwe, and a prolific scorer from the. 
junior ranks will most likely suit up for the 
Mendiola-based hoopsters next season. 

The 6-foot-5 Kevin Udo is another Ekwe 
in the making and 2006 NCAA juniors Top 
Rookie-MVP Elvin Pascual has all the tools 
of a potential San Beda star. 

“There are rules to follow and 1 think 
we're following those rules to the letter,” 
said San Beda coach Frankie Lim after re- 
warding his alma mater with its 13th NCAA 
seniors crown overall. 

Lim was referring to Udo's inclusion in 
the San Beda roster next season. 

With Udo and Ekwe together and the 6-4 
Pascual giving more depth to Lim's rotation 
that already has Ogie Menor, Pong Escobal, 
Borgie Hermida and Jay-R Taganas, the 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER ~~ 


SPORTS 
Invitational tournament to highlight new PBA season 


gambling mecca of Asia on Tuesday to chart the di- 
rection the PBA will take, at least for the next two 
years, with the invitational all but approved. 

‘The PBA, under commissioner Noli Eala, had ad- 
justed its calendar by holding its season from Octo- 
ber to July instead of the old February to December, 
after committing itself to supporting the country in 
international competitions. 


Tt also adopted a two-conference format for the 
lest three seasons to be able to free itself up during 
the months of August to October every year and lend 
its players to most of the big Fiba tournaments. 

The PBA will throw its support behind the RP 
team only in 2009, when the qualifying event for the 
2010 World Championship is held in Turkey. 

The idea of bringing back the old three-conference 


bad i 


| 


SAM Ekwe of San Beda easily foils a shot by Reymar Gutilban of 
Letran in their NCAA title match Wednesday night. The Red Lions 
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format was not tackled at length during the meeting. 

Tt is stil not clear, though, what teams from what 
region the PBA would be inviting. What is certain is 
that not all 10 teams will play in the invitational 

‘One idea being considered is for the champion 
teams of the Philippine and Fiesta Cups to be seeded 
outright into the invitational and for the stars of the 
other eight teams to form two more teams. 


RP jins again 
in top form, 
assures coach 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


MANCHESTER, ENGLAND—THE FOUR- 
man Philippine taekwondo team hunting 
for Olympic slots here has quickly acclima- 
tized to the 8-degree Celsius weather and, 
based on its strenuous workout Wednes- 
day, is back in “tip-top condition.” 

The assessment came from national coach 
Roberto "Kitoy" Cruz, a three-time World 
‘Championship silver medalist and six-time 
Southeast Asian Games champion, after the 
Filipinos practiced at the Manchester Velo- 
drome, where ali the jins from over 100 coun- 
tries took tums catching up on their training. 

The Philippines is pinning high hopes on 
the taekwondo jins and the boxers to land the 
‘country’s first gold medal in the Olympics. 

"They are focused and are in tip-top condi- 
tion," said Cruz of jins Thsomlee Go, Mary An- 
toinette Rivero, Alexander Briones and Kath- 
leen Eunice Alora. "No problem with the cold 
weather either" 

Cruz noted that practically all the reigning 
world champions are here, including the top 
‚Chinese Taipei and Croatia bets who are see- 


Red Lions look even more formidable. 


went on to clinch a second straight championship. 


sucsToeacuuz ing action in Go's -S8kg category. 


Pacquiao turns on heat, issues warning 


By Recah Trinidad 


LOS ANGELES—MANNY PACQUIAO 
yesterday formally turned on the heat 
and declared that his raging rivalry with 
Mexican warrior Marco Antonio Barrera 
could be decided only in actual batte, 
not through useless chatter. 

“Sa labanan lamang malalaman kung 
sino talaga ang magaling (The better 
fighter could only be decided inside the 
ring)," Pacquiao told a television inter- 
viewer over breakfast as he momentarily 
turned from puncher to philosopher. 

‘The brief statement could have well 
tolled the countdown to Pacquiao's Oct. 
6 rematch with Barrera, as trainer Fred- 
die Roach wasted no time to make cor- 
rective adjustments in defense during an 
afternoon punching drill 

Pacquiao resumes sparring this after- 
noon, after he had allowed himself to be 
tagged with right shots to the head in an 
eight-round workout against two Mexi 
can fighters the other day. 

His dare to settle everything inside 


the ring was so far the first uttering on 
the fight from Pacquiao, who has been 
training in relative silence, while the 
Barrera camp regularly issued state- 
ments from Guadalajara. 

Pacquiao touched on various issues, 
including politics, during the unsched- 
uled breakfast interview which will be 
aired over GMA 7. 

Pacquiao, dusting off jet lag, had a 
moming nap before returning to the 
gym, where Roach imparted timely tips 
on defense, including moves to counter- 
act fl tactics. 

Roach made sure there will be no re- 
peat of the sub-par stance previously dis- 
played by Pacquiao when the Filipino 
‘boxing hero resumes sparring today. 

Roach had to ask Pacquiao to polish 
up on defense after the prized warrior 
got tagged with repeated rights to the 
head by his two sparmates. 

“Yes, we did some defensive drills out 
there,” Roach told the INQUIRER . 

Pacquiao's sparring today is part of 
the remaining tapering off drills before 


his group heads for Las Vegas in a con- 
voy Monday afternoon. 

Meanwhile, physical therapist Jeff 
Guzman said Pacquiao has visibly adapt- 
ed to local time and weather after he 
managed to break into a sweat in less 
than 10 minutes, unlike last Tuesday 


FILIPINO RING 
hero Manny 
Pacquiao pauses 
for abrief prayer 
before plunging 
into another 


winding up his 
training for his 
Oct. 6 rematch 
with Marco 
Antonio Barrera. 


MANOLO TRINIDAD 


when it took him at least 17 minutes to 
fully warm up. 

De Guzman added that Roach visibly 
instilled in Pacquiao, a noted clean fight- 
ez ways to offset elbows, headbutts, 
shoulder shoves and other foul tactics 
which he could encounter. 


By Hermie Rivera. 


THAT'S MANNY PACQUIAO'S CLEAR. 
intent in crushing Marco Antonio Bar- 
rera’s October hunt for redemption at 


belt he defended against Juan Manuel 
Marquez at the MGM Grand. 

Now, Marco is into a bold experi- 
‘ment—that of engaging the services of 
Edwin Valero, a Venezuelan lefty who 


Pacman’s speed and power will thwart Barrera 


Valero must help his new-found 
padrino. Otherwise, Señor Barrera’s 
‘worst fear of getting kayoed again will 
happen. 

‘Marco's roughness isa given. But his 


action-sated smokers spiced by punch- 
es that twist a fighter's face which their 
‘own moms can't recognize. 

No problem. In this bout, both com- 
batants are capable of providing one- 


the Mandalay BayResortand Casino _hasiced all of his 22 victims (pedicab ability to extricate himself froma Pac- — punch knockouts or the multiblow va- 
in Las Vegas. drivers?) quiao-orchestrated bind remainshis riety 
‘The Filipino idolisitchingtorepeat So far there's been no hintsofdis- chief headache as we move closer to There will be more power punches 
his 11th round stoppage ofthe Mexi- — ,. the highly awaited classic. thrown than those executed in their 
can three-time world champ whose COMMENTARY OK, there's a chance the multititled first encounter—making it a com- 
recklessness ar the Alamodome in San Mex can pullan upset. Buthehasto  pelling theater steeped in high drama. 
‚Antonio almost ruined his livelihood. traction in Marco's preparations. negate Manny's speed in the heated ex- No title sat stake this time as de- 
Makes one wonder why Barrera Nothing vexed Manny's camp either, changes or else a bad löss will mark the creed by the promoters, 
would want to risk it all again. save for a minor ailment which was end of Barrera as a world-class fighter. ‘The WBC has been imposing its In- 
But Barrera is one good fighter who — readily remedied. Notan easy tasksince Marco isup  temational title belt to extract unjusti- 
isnow doing itright. ‘Weill know soon ifthisimported against a master mangler who nearly fied sanction fees from the involved 
‘The ring-savvy Guadalajaran hasbe- ` sparmate can deliver for the “assassin” converted his boxing licenseintoa fighters. 
come attractive to promoters—unbeat- who has been rantinghe'llsmash the sales document that permitshimtosell Irs one of the greatest perfidies since 
en since his Texas collapse, less the Pacman for avoiding him like the hated pencils in his cozy Guadalajara. the sale of the Brooklyn bridge more 
theft of his WBC super featherweight tax hound. Fight fans generally wantto watch than once by con artists in various eras. 
aa az >} 
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Buxton, Anton rule GT series 


JONATHAN Buxton tackles the final straight in driving rain to sew up 
the Petron-San Mig Coffee series title in partnership with Carlon Anton. 


JONATHAN BUXTON AND CARLOS ANTON. 
survived mechanical problems in the 30-lap fi- 
nal race at the Batangas Racing Circuit recent- 
ly and emerged winners of the 2007 Petron- 
San Mig Coffee Philippine Grand Touring 
(GT) Championship Series. 

The MP Turbo tandem led the race when 
their drive draft suddenly broke, almost spoil- 
ing the pairs title bid with five laps to go. 

But Buxton, who took over the wheel from 
‘Anton in the last 15 laps, kept his composure 
and drove conservatively in the remaining laps 


to salvage a second-place finish, just enough 
for the tandem to bag the overall crown. 

Ik was the first major career tile for Buxton. 
For Anton, it was his second national title and 
15th career championship. 

Raymond Conti and Hender Paul Perez 
daimed the GT 200 title in one hour, eight 
minutes and 56.736 seconds, exactly one lap. 
ahead of the Buxton-Anton pair. 

Felix Perez and Mato Tan, who dominated 
the first 21 laps of the race, encountered en- 
gine problems and settled for third place. 


"Thats why in (Thursdays) drawing of lots, 
wala kang pipiliin (everyone is a contender)," 
said Cruz. “You have to show your best and 
your heart because all have the same skills. 

And Go is no pushover. The 5-foot-9 Fil- 
ipino isa silver medalist in the 2001 World 
Cup, 2000 Asian Championships and 2006 
Asian Games. He is also the 2005 Southeast 
Games champion. 

On the way back to the hotel, the 26-year- 
old Go, the most senior in the squad, offered a 
prayer at the Manchester Cathedral, next door 
tothe MEN. Arena where the World Champi- 
onships will be held starting Friday. 

Go, also the assistant coach of the UST 
team, said he needs all the help he can get. 

Despite the odds, Filipinos have performed 
well in Olympic qualifying tournaments. 

‘After Stephen Femandez and Bea Lucero 
bagged bronzes in the 1992 Olympics, when 
taekwondo was still a demonstration sport, 
the Philippines successfully fielded bets in the 
next two Olympiads. 

In 2000, Cruz, Donnie Geisler, Eva Marie 
Ditan and Jasmine Strachan snagged Olympic 
berths in the Manila qualifier Geisler, Go and 
Rivero barged into the 2004 Athens Games, 


SPORTSWATCH 


Top players vie for P1.5M 


in Pacific Poker Palace Cup 
AHUNDRED OR SO LOCAL AND FOREIGN 
players slug it out for top honors in the first. 
Pacific Poker Palace Cup tomorrow at the 
Airport Casino Filipino in Parafiaque 

Billed as one of the mind sport's biggest 
local tournaments this year, the event dan- 
gles a prize pot that could reach P1.5 mil- 
lion with a bigger number of entries. 

Ben dela Cruz of PPP said several play- 
ers have already qualified for the event after 
advancing from the daily satellite games. 

The PPP has already produced several ' 
Filipino winners in overseas tournaments." 

Among the top Filipinos expected to vie 
in the PPP Cup are Col. Wally “The Dream" 
| Sombero; Derick Hernandez, the lone Fil- 
ipino who reached the final table of the 1st 
‚Asia Pacific Poker Tour-Manila leg last Au- 
‘gust; and Neil Arce, the only Filipino to land 
in the money circle of the World Series of 
Poker in Las Vegas in June. 


‘Labanan’ on today in Pasay 
ANOTHER BIG STAGFEST BILLED AS *LA- 
banan Sa Pasay” 4-stag derby kicks off to- 
day at Pasay City Cockpit with an 80-fight 
program presented by Sagupaan Com- 
plexor 3000. 

‘A guaranteed prize of P400,000 is at 
stake for an entry fee of P11,000. 

Members of the Pasay Cockpit Cockers 
Association (PCCA) as well as breeders 
‘groups affiliated with the National Federa- 
tion of Gamefowl Breeders (NFGB) and 
United Gamecock Breeders Assocation 
(UGBA) are fielding entries in the derby. 


100 fights in Pasig stagfest 
THE SHOWDOWN AMONG LEADING 
derby bidders from Rizal province resumes 
today at Pasig Square Garden as the sec- 
‘ond leg of Rizal Gamecock Breeders Asso- 
ciation (RGBA) 4-Stag Derby series unfurls 
at 1 p.m. with more than 100 fights. 

The RGBA executive committee, headed 
by Manny Berbano and Joey Sy, an- 
nounced that the RGBA Stag Breeder of the 
Year will receive P100,000 while the Stag- 
fighter of the Year gets P50,000. 


Race 1—(T6)— Ms- 
ciens ©) 
Queen of Gaa 


AUD. 
Q. Pay ^ - 


jenny, BY TOP CHOICE 


Race 2—(OrVTi}—La Tenne (3), Deputy Stravinsky (5), 
‘acing Poly (6), No Fear (4) 

Race 3—(OWVTn}-—E) Cid (4), Anytime Anyuhere (6), 
Vals (2) Risk Taker (5) 

Rare (i Cool Town (3), Lucky Joe (4), Last Hazm (2) 

Race t On Supe (Kamen ma (3), 


Race Er Lady Jane (8), Rough Red (2), 


ace Pei ul Roce (1), Sup on te Gas 
(51 Run Like D'Wind (8), Bing Ganda (6), Danshil 


Dae) 
Race 8—(0rviri)—Viginia (8), Mercurio (2), Body Shot 


(5). Crowning Boy (4) 
ace Supe GTI Lay Comander f) Solan- 
"dor (2), Windass (5 Regent Sapper (E 


usted (3), Magal Great (5) 
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Darwin caps 
quest with 
swift draw 


Standings after nine rounds: 


7.0ponis Zrang P (China, 65—S. Megaranio (indonesia), Wang H. (China): 6.0— D. Laylo (RP), NH. (China). 
Zhao J. (Chuna), Wen Y (China). Lem LO. (Vietnam), A. Filipov (Uzbekistan; 5.5— Z. Janchao(Chma]", A Kunte (in 
a)”. L, Chao (China). G. Gopal nda), C. Deepan (india), M A-Mociai (Ostar, D. Neelotal (Indaj), S. Ganguly (na). 
D.T. Hai (Vienam). C. Sandipan (inda)S.0—R. Antonio (RP) O. Dimakiling (RP). U. Aganto (Indonesa), L Shilong 
(China). Y. Shaceng (Cha, E. Hossain (Bangladeshi, T. Batchuluun (Mongola) M Mahjoobzardast (kani, G Rott On 


da)";4.5—W. So (RP), S. Yap (AP). M. Adest (lan), TH. 


Thong (Vetnam). P. Neg (inda), M. A-Sayed (Oota), H. 


Toutgi (ran. S Yang China). J an (ran) N.A. Dung (Vietnam). Zhou W (China), P. Arun (nda). D.D. Trogn (Vietnam: 


4.0—E. Tor (AP) M. Paragua (RP) R. Bancod (RP), 4. 


Sedo) H. Nouri (RP) E Gahran ra). 


"Bogner (ran), E. Moradabad (ran). P. Gram nda)" A. Kim (Korea), X Jun (Cha) “unfinished a 


By Roy Luarca 


MANDAUE CITY—VINDICATION CAME SWIFTLY FOR 


Darwin Laylo yesterday. 


Laylo split the point with Chinese 
GM Zhao Jun in just 8 moves of a Slav 
to gain his third and final Grandmas- 
ter result in the Sixth Asian Individual 
Chess Championship at the Cebu In- 
ternational Convention Center here. 
His second draw, coupled with five 
wins and two losses, gave Laylo 6.0 
points after nine rounds and put him 
in strong contention for a top ten fin- 
ish and a stint in the Chess World Cup 
slated in Russia in November. 
Knowing that all he needs is a 
draw to complete his GM require- 
ment, Laylo first offered the truce 


after four moves. 

Zhao, who shared the eighth-round 
lead with Indonesian GM Susanto 
Megaranto and countryman GM 
Zhang Pengxiang at 6.0 points, de- 
clined, but later offered to halve the 
point when Laylo played solidly with 
white. 

The second-seeded  Pengxiang, 
champion of the First President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo Cup last November, 
trounced Qatari GM Mohammad Al- 
Modiahki in 56 moves of a Sicilian- 
Mossolimo variation to emerge solo 
leader with 7.0 points. 
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SPORTS 


DARWIN Laylo: Pt 


Megaranto also drew with Chinese 
International Master Wen Yang and 
was at 6.5 points like Zhao and coun- 
tryman GM Wang Hao, who downed 
Indian GM G.N. Gopal (5.5 points) 

Top seed GM Ni Hua, boasting an 
Elo rating of 2681, continued his 
steady climb by beating Bangladeshi 
IM Enamul Hossain and catching up 
with Laylo, Wan and Uzbekistan IM 
Anton Filippov, 

“Ang sarap ng (It's great) feeling,” 
said Laylo, returning to competitive 
play after serving a six-month suspen- 
sion slapped by the National Chess 
Federation of the Philippines for al- 
leged involvement in game-fixing 
during last year's Tanauan Open. 

With his GM status assured, Laylo 
said his second goal is to finish highly 
in the 11-round $40,000 tournament 


ippines’ newest Grandmaster 


^» 


PoiPHoTO 


expectedly being dominated by the 
Chinese and the Indians. 

Laylo won over GMs Chanda 
Sandipan of India and Dao Thien Hai 
of Vietnam, Filipinos Rhobel Legaspi 
and Kim Steven Yap and Mongolian 
Fide Master Tsegmed Batchuluun. He 
was beaten by Indonesian GM Utut 
Adianto and Indian GM Parimarjan 
Negi and also drew with Chinese GM 
Zhou Jianchao. 

Chinese WGM Shen Yang, the lone 
female entry, yielded to Indian GM 
Surya Shekhar Ganguly and stayed at 
45 points. Ganguly rose to 5.5 
points. 

Filipino GMs Rogelio "Joey" Anto- 
nio (5.0 points), Eugene Torre (4.0) 
and Mark Paragua (4) were still tan- 
gling with separate opponents at 
presstime. 


A») 
Laylo rises 
as seventh 
Pinoy GM 


MANDAUE CITY—DARWIN LAYLO THRIVES 
on challenges. 

Slapped with a six-month suspension by the 
national chess federation, NCFP for alleged 
game-fixing, Laylo did not sulk. Instead, he 
used the time to study more and teach the 
game to the UST girls high school team. 

Little did Laylo know that the break would 
serve him well, right in his first comeback tour- 
nament—the Sixth Asian Individual Chess 
Championship—at the Cebu International 
Convention here. 

"With two rounds remaining, the 27-year-old 
Laylo—youngest of five children of Efren, a 
former tricycle driver, and Liwayway, a sari- 
sari store owner in Lipa City—earned his third 
and final Grandmaster result Thursday, 

"Good karma,” said Laylo, a business man- 
agement graduate from San Sebastian College 
who is an Army private first class. “Naging 
challenge sa akin ang suspensyon ko (My sus- 
pension served as a challenge to me).” 

Laylo, the National Open champion in 2004 
and 2006, will officially become the county's 
seventh GM after Eugene Torre, the late 
Rosendo Balinas Jr, Rogelio “Joey” Antonio, 
Bong Villamayor, Mark Paragua and Nelson 
Mariano duing the World Chess Federation 
(Fide) Congress, set Nov. 10-17, in Turkey. 

“Ts been my dream to become a GM,” said 
Laylo, who learned to play the game from an 
unde at five. “I didn’t know that it will come 
this soon. God listened to my prayers.” 

It was indeed a fast climb to the top for Lay- 
lo, who became an IM only last year and 
eamed his first two GM results in the 
Malaysian Open in August and the Bad Wiesse 
Open inGermany in October Roy Luarca 


, RECORDS 
Javier books ™ 


Olympic slot MAS 


EIGHT NEW PHILIPPINE RECORDS IN 
compound and recurve were established 
and two others were equaled in the re- 
cent 15th Asian Archery Championships 
in Xian, China. 

Five of the marks were set and one was 
tied in the compound division, where Earl 
Yap and the women's team of Jennifer 
Chan, Abbigail Tindugan and Amaya Paz 
bagged a gold medal each while the rest 
were recorded in the recurve. 

Chan tied the 117-point mark set by 
Paz in Febuary 2006 in the 12-arrow final 
match in womens compound while 
Javier matched the 323 posted by Clint 
Sayo in the Singapore SEA Games in 
1993 in the men's 36 final match. 

Mark Javier became the lone Filipino 
qualifier to the Beijing Olympics next 
year. 

Javier defeated India's Mangal Singh, 
111-107, to rule the Continental Qualifi- 
cation Tournament. He ousted Singa- 
pore's Bensong Ong, 112-99, Japan's As- 
siano Ryota, 104-102, (quarterfinals) and 
Malaysia's Wan Mohdkhamimizab Ab Az- 
iz, 107-106 (semifinals). 

“Ths now compound mars follow: 

677 ponis by Chan in womens ia 70 meters, sur- 
passing the 675 of Paz set In Febuary 2005 in Bangkok, 
2010 by he womens tam of Chan, Tindugan and Pazin 
{ha 70m team quaication round (od mark of 1968 was 
sat by Chan, Paz and Joann Tabaña in February 2005, 
Bangkok}; 227 by Tindugan, Chan and Paz in tha 4 
onens team match evert (od mark of 222 was set y 
Paz, Tindugan, Chan and Tabanag In September 2006 in 
Shanghai): 450 by Tindugan, Chan and Paz in 224 
womens team mach event od mark of 421 was set y 
Paz, Tindugan, Chan and Tabanad in September 2008); 
and 350 by Yap in manis 70m (oid mark of 245 vas set 
by Yap satin Juy 2006 Kuala Lumpur 

The naw recurve records follow 

652 ports by Mark Javier in Fi 70-metor mers dvi- 
sion surpassing he 633 se by orate Matan and Mar- 
Vin Cordero In 2004 and 2003 im Bangkok 1834 by 
der Matan and Cordero in Pa 70-m team qulcabon 
round (ld mark s 1850 by Matan, Nerickzom Fraginal 
and Cordero set In 2004 in Bangkok; and 217 by Jaer, 
Cordero and Matan In 46 meni eam event {old mark 
197 se by Javier, Paul Marton dela Cruz, Chistian Cubila 
and Renato Bartolome in Kuala Lumpur n 2005). 


September 28, 9pm 
Eastwood Central Plaza 
Libis, Quezon City 


Winston € 


ENJOY TRUE QUALITY 


Masters Challenge 
on today at S’woods 


THE MANILA SOUTHWOODS LADIES CHAPTER 
is hosting the 11th Masters Challenge, a fund-rais- 
ing program for the group's annual medical mis- 
sion, today at the Manila Southwoods Golf and 
Country Club in Carmona, Cavite 

Manila Southwoods chair Robert John So- 
brepefia will lead the ceremonial tee-offin the. 
morning then join 144 players in the hunt for the 

vidual trophies and other prizes at stake. 

In addition, Pacsports-Nike Golf will be spon- 
soring a pitching contest for the early registrants 
before the shotgun tee-off at 8:30 a.m. 

A Chery Car from Autohub Group, a South Sea 
Pearl Jewelry set from Jewelmer, cruise from 
Royal Caribbean International and a three-day in 
Boracay’s Asya Resort are the hole-in-one prizes. 


[E/ Eastwood City 


wad. Opan to persons 18 years o cooly Organza rose Va get to reves entry to those wit IDs a proot of ago: 


Government Warning: 
Cigarette smoking is dangerous to your health. 


Wag itapon 
ang inyong mga 
LOTTO tickets! 


Ang daling sumali! 


4.Tee LOTTO «coke # 
found in your loto ck 
127278 


[neca scesazoassao| 


it Ji 
Ara og rem Mende 
is, 


Simple lang, dito mahahanap ang lotto ticket number. 


Marami pang papremyong ipamimigay! 
P50,000 weekly! P60 Smart Load daily! Kaya sali nal 
Fun [Wallan anna Tee lan 
LC EMT : 
50000. 5 7 
La © = 


MECHANICS: 


1. Service bs avalable to ali Smart and Tal Wert Subsotben, 18 years old and abore 
2 ar turon Saber: 
A est LOTTO, fed yh Yi tt ober and sends 72766 LOTTO AG Gg A 583 
Climate message ih lee under esta pour phone 
mortem Natanggap n Lano Z Chance Fan ang ety ma 16 pt tdt. 
Mera og  enuy reece, Ang aw ae ays mp. ang iul a dta 
pan chim gr yeu pataas ang ang pwedeng samal 
C She ihecomimaton message, lern unbe ina kena ich 
1. Draws mtl be announced on ang cepe. 
feres and Mindanao Subscibe: 
A. Tent LITIO, owed byte It ce mabe ad send 1o 7226 
{Stet et et 15 nemben ne 35 dot denter 
Prem 
E. Gurten message wth len nanter wa be sent pour puce 
AMD Ms Natanggap ng Lao nd Chance analo ang st ma < 15-ig 
ht» Mema tang ey idee» Ang a dare nto aya cfe. 
ipaa ang oisi no titu pj dm ng pit yo ok pataas ang ang prede sa 
(Sate nfomuen message relesence rente and oot 
DL Draws mili be maureen reme 
4. Wea ey period ram 12:00am Mendy to 1p Sunday A tickets bought ham 
Monday u Sunday sold be sent a by end Sp aay. Spe et 
5, Pues above P1000 subject to govemmen 


ER 
Veen e FREIE DENE N, 


PCSO 
Watang kupas 
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Injured Roddick pulls out of Thailand Open 
BANGKOK, THAILAND—ANDY RODDICK WITHDREW WITH A FOOT in- 
jury and Tomas Berdych beat local Kittipong Wachiramanowong, 6- 
0, Wednesday at the Thailand Open. Roddich 
tice Tuesday and pulled out of his match against Wang Yeu-tzuoo. 
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jured his foot during prac- 
AP 


Yanks make playoffs 


Oust defending AL champion Detroit 


Giants 
unload 
Bonds 


SAN FRANCISCO—BARRY 
Bonds played his final 
home game as a San Fran- 
cisco Giant on Wednesday, 
but the San Diego Padres 
stole the thunder from 
baseball's home run king. 
The Padres remained at 
the forefront of the Nation- 
al League wild card race by 
rolling to an 11-3 victory in 
the Giants’ last home game 
of the season, which drew 
asellout crowd of 42,926. 
The fans were treated to 
highlights from the seven- 
time NL Most Valuable 
Player Bonds on the score- 
board between innings. 
Bonds went O-for-3 on 
the night. He did give the 
crowd one more thrill 
when he slammed a 2.0 
pitch to deep right-center, 
but it did not have the dis- 
tance as Brady Clark 
gloved it on the warning 
track to end the sixth. AFP 


‘AMERICAN LEAGUE 


Bst W L Pd GE 
Boston Red Sox (1) 94 64 595 
XewYokYankees 91 67 575 30 


Toronto Bve ays 8i 77 513 130 
Balimoreüroes 67 91 424 27.0 
Tampa Bay Devi Rays 65 93 411 290 
W L Pd GB 
indians 94 64 595 
DemotTges — 87 72 547 75 
Minnesota Twins 77 8i 


Chicago White Sox 69 89 

Kansas Ciy Royals 68 90 430 250 
West W L Pa GB 
ylos Angeles Angels 92 67 5/8 — 


Seattle Mariners 84 74 532 73 
Oakland Athletics 75 84 472 170 
Teas Rangers 75 84 472 170 
NATIONAL LEAGUE 
East W L Pu GB 
iew Yok Mesa) 67 Ti 550 — 
PiadephiaPhiles 86 72 544 10 
Mianta Braves 83 75 525 40 
Washington Nationals 72 87 453 155 
Florida Marins — 68 90 430 190 
Central W L Pd GB 

Qnsgj 8 75 95 — 


‘Milwaukee Brewers 81 
‘St.Louis Cardinals 74 
Cincinnati Reds n 
HousionAsros —70 86 443 130 
Pittsburgh Pirates 68 

we w 
‘Arena Digmondbacts (4) 88 
‘San Diego Padres 87 

Colorado Rockies 86 
Tas Angeles Dodgers 80 78 56 80 
San Francisco Ganis70 09 MO 185 


7582 


Marion tells Suns: 


Release me, let me go 
PHOENIX—PHOENIX SUNS FOR- 
ward Shawn Marion, the team's 
highest-paid player and a four- 
time All-Star, says he wants to be 
traded after eight years with the 
club. He sald he decided to ask to 
leave because the team consid- 
ered trading him over the summer 
and won't talk about a contract ex- 
tension. “I'm tired of hearing my 
name in trades,” said Marion, who 
has two years left on his contract, 
which will net him $16.4 million 
this season. AP 


Winless Japan exits Rugby W. Cup 


BORDEAUX—JAPAN BOWED 
out of the World Cup without 
winning a game but confident it 
had provided a lasting legacy 
for the future of Asian rugby. 
Japan is bidding to bring the 
World Cup to Asia in 2015 and 
while it failed to win a match in 
France, it was far from dis- 


ST. PETERSBURG, FLA—CHAMPAGNE FLOWED. 
Joe Torre cried. The New York Yankees whooped 
itu 

Celebrating clinching wins never gets old, even 
when you've made the postseason for 13 seasons 
inarow. 

Torre shed tears Wednesday night after the 
Yankees clinched at least a wild-card berth with a 
12-4 victory over the Tampa Bay Devil Rays that 
capped a comeback from a huge early season 
deficit. 

"Who knows? This could be his last time in,” 
center fielder Johnny Damon said. “We're hoping 
not. You have to savor every moment. Enjoy it. The 
team we have now, where we came from, being 
way back, we couldn’t be happier. We have a World 
Series to win, but this thing is really special.” 

Elated owner George Steinbrenner even got in- 
to the act, making a rare ballpark appearance. He 
kicked off the celebration when he moved to the 
front row of his private suite, where he could in- 
teract with fans. 


es end 


[n 


AFAN gets one last close look at Barry Bonds in a San Francisco Giants uniform in the sixth inning ofa 


The victory, New York's 15th in 20 games, eli- 
minated defending AL champion Detroit from 
postseason contention and set up a probable 
first-round match-up with Cleveland, the Central 
champion. The Yankees are three games behind 
Boston with four games left, so New York's streak 
of nine consecutive AL East titles is likely to end. 

New York, just 21-29 before play on May 30, 
has gone 70-38 since then. Players, from Derek 
Jeter and Alex Rodriguez, to Joba Chamberlain 
and Mariano Rivera, hugged each other on the 
field and in the dugout following the final out. 

“This is what it was about. It was a lot of un- 
selfishness,” Torre said. “There were a lot of guys 
who played through some injuries, played 
through some fatigue. And, of course, Alex—we 
sort of rallied around him.” 

‘The Yankees have made the playoffs every year 
since 1995, and their streak of 13 consecutive 
trips is one shy of the record set by the Atlanta 
Braves from 1991-2005. They've made the post- 
season in all 12 seasons under Torre. 


match against the San Diego Padres. Three security guards led the woman out of the field. e 


Woods-Howell pair opens 
7th Presidents Cup battle 


MONTREAL—WORLD NUM- 
ber one Tiger Woods has been 
paired with good friend Charles 
Howell III for Thursday's ope- 
ning foursomes at the seventh 
Presidents Cup. 

The United States duo will 

take on South Korea's KJ. 

Choi and Australian left- 

hander Nick O'Hern of the 

, Internationals in the last 

= © match out at Royal Montre- 
~ „al Golf Club. 


À Woods 


J 


TIGER Woods and partner Charles Howell a 


graced and hope its perfor- 
mances will be enough to con- 
vince the International Rugby 
Board to let it host the tourna- 
ment. 

In Saint-Etienne, Samoa en- 
ded a five-match losing streak 
by beating United States, 25- 
21, in its final Group A match. 


Samoa, 


GroupD. 


played 
four occasions at the 
2 2003 
i Cup 
i Africa, g 
twice and losing 
twice. 

“He's a great 
partner to have 
because we are 
friends,” 

told reporters at 
Royal 


which made 
quarterfinals in 1991 and '95, 
lost its last two games in 2003 
and its first three in '07. 

In Lens, Georgia romped to 
its first World Cup victory with a 
30-0 triumph over Namibia to 
make sure it won't finish last in 
Inquirer Wires 


"Maybe in a sense I see Tiger in 
a little different light. I see him 
a little bit away from the golf 
course." 

Howell has struggled for con- 
sistency on the 2007 PGA Tour 
after a storming start that fea- 
tured a victory at the Nissan 
Open. 

“I felt like if somebody was 
going to pull Charles up, it 
would be Tiger,” said US cap- 
tain Jack Nicklaus 

‘Woods’ performances at four 
Presidents Cups do not reflect 
his status as perhaps the great- 
est player in history with a win- 
loss-half record of 10-9-1. 

He has especially struggled in 
the fourball format where he is 
an uninspiring 2-6-0. 

“When you play poorly in this 
event it is different than what we 
do every week because, if any- 
thing, you just let down yourself 
and your family and that's about 
it,” Woods said. Reuters 


and Howell 
together on 


Presidents 
in South 
winni 


Howell 


Montreal. 


Beckham goes home 
LONDON—ENGLISH FOOTBALL 
icon David Beckham was heading 
home from Los Angeles after his 
father suffered à serious heart at- 
tack in London. Ted Beckham, 59, 
was being treated in a London 
hospital after being taken ill late. 
Wednesday. The former England 
captain and family moved to Cali- 
fornia in July when Beckham 
Joined the LA Galaxy club. 


the 


AFP 
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By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


THE STOCK MARKET 
surged to its highest close 
in eight weeks, buoyed by 
bets of another US interest 
rate cut after US consumer 
durable goods declined in 
; August, rekindling worries 
over an economic slow- 
down in the United States. 
The Philippine Stock in- 


dex surged 101.76 points or 2.92 per- 
centto 3,577.51. 


BROKERS discuss the day's trade on the floor of the Phil 
Exchange in Makati City. Stock markets across Asia yesterday logged 
record highs with financial stocks leading and the dollar steadying 
amid signs of stabilization in money and credit markets. sumas 


Across Asia, stock markets 
powered to ‘record peaks 


This was the index's highest level 
since July 27 when it finished at 
3,518.76, data from the PSE showed. 

The peso yesterday strengthened 
to 45.01 against the dollar, according 
to the Philippine Dealing & Exchange 
Corp. Last Wesdnesday the peso 
closed at 45.17. 

All sectors rallied, with Wall 
Streets overnight gains and positive 
economic indicators here also boost- 
ing investor confidence, dealers said. 

‘The broader all-shares market rose 
2.76 percent or 59.8 points to 
2,222.80. Among sectors, the proper- 
ty index posted the biggest gains at 
4.57 percent yesterday or 70.2 points 

STOCKS) 82 


INDICATORS 
CURRENCIES 
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(See stock market report on Page B7) 


THE TASTE OF TWO CITIES 


t 

r 

| Savor the blend of two hot tourist destinations only from the country's No. I airline. 
| 7 7 

f 


Ho Chi Minh City / Angkor Wat US$642 


Ho Chi Minh City / Hanoi US$630 


7 gpieine 


Pegaso 


Biermann ten t 


Beijing / Shanghai US$616 


Advance purchase requirements may apply for some destinations. Prices are subject to change without prior notice. 


For bookings and inquiries, please coll PAL Reservations Manila (02) 855-7777 / 855-8888, 
PAL Sales Office Cebu (032) 340-0171 / 340-3107 / 340-7515 or PAL Sales Office Davao (082) 222-0366 / 
226-4604 / 221-5513. Visit the nearest PAL Ticket Office or travel agent. 


Stocks rally to 8-week high 


& Senate 
tolookinto 
Pall Mall 
tax matter 
/B2 


i World 
Bankto 
jackup 
loan to RP 
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Bali / Singapore US$529 


Sydney / Melbourne US$843 
Only Philippine Airlines offers you great value Swingaround tour packages! Avail of great bargains on round-trip airfare from Manila with hotel 
accommodations. So if you can't choose between two hot tourist destinations to visit, then go to both! Make your reservations today. 


Prices per person are based on twin-sharing low-season hotel accommodation until March 31, 2008 except for Ho Chi Minh 
City/Hanoi (until Dec. 31, 2007) and Bali/Singapore (until Jan. 31, 2008). Limited seats only. Surcharges and restrictions apply. 


E == Philippine Airlines 
Clearly No.1 


wewniphilppieairines.com 


Widest Network + Largest Fleet + Most Passengers Flown * Highest Total Sales Revenue + IATA Operational Safety Audit Certified 


- Have ityou Wa 


898-7845 
www.2GO.com 
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Senate to look into Pall Mall tax matter Canadian firm 


Solon says agency 
oughtto collect, 
not forego, revenue 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE SENATE WILL CONDUCT AN INVESTI- 
gation into allegations of corruption, involv- 
ing the decision of the Department of Finance 
to impose a lower excise tax on British Ameri- 
can Tobacco's Pall Mall cigarettes. 

Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile said that he, togeth- 
er with Sen. Francis Escudero III, would lead 
the Senate in conducting the inquiry the 
schedule of which has yet to be determined. 

“What you should do is to make an inter- 
pretation of the law that is in favor of revenue 
collection and not revenue foregoing,” Enrile 
told DOF officials yesterday during a hearing 
on the proposed DOF budget for 2008. 

Enrile was referring to the Sin Tax law of 
2005, which prohibits a reclassification of a 
cigarette brand into a lower tax bracket. Pall 
Mall has been paying a tax of P6.74 per pack. 

The Bureau of Internal Revenue issued a 
ruling in February raising the tax rate on Pall 
Mall to P26 per pack. The increase in the tax, 
however, was not implemented because the 
DOK mother agency of the BIR, immediately 
reversed the ruling in response to an appeal 
made by British American Tobacco. 

‘The BIR had said the higher tax rate should 
apply because Pall Mall was being imported 
by duty-free shops. Under the Sin Tax law, im- 
ported cigarettes are levied the highest excise 
tax rate to offset the revenue loss arising from 
their duty exemption. 

But BAT said domestically produced Pall 
Mall were already in the market, even before 
duty-free shops started importing the brand. 
BAT also said the importation of Pall Mall 
ended last year. These arguments helped BAT 
win the favor of the DOF But Enrile said the 
DOF's decision did not reflect its mandate to 
help increase the government's tax collection. 

“Why did you (DOF) not let them (BAT) go 
to court and question the BIR ruling, instead 
of doing an administrative effort to reduce 
your tax take?” Enrile asked. 

‘The senator stressed that the Sin Tax law 
prohibits the downward tax reclassification of 
a cigarette brand precisely to prevent manu- 
facturers from engaging in market maneuver- 
ing and evade paying higher taxes. 

Competitors of BAT said the decision of the 
DOF would confuse the excise tax system if 
Pall Mall cigarettes are again imported. The 
‘competitors—including Philip Morris, For- 
tune Tobacco, Japan Tobacco International 
and Anglo-American Tobacco—appealed to 
the DOF to reconsider its decision. 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


THE EXPORT DEVELOPMENT 
Council on Wednesday pushed for 
a wish list of new laws that would 
help exporters sustain growth and 
ward off threats to their competi- 
tiveness amid a strong peso. 

Trade Secretary Peter B. Favi- 
la, who chairs the EDC where 
the private sector is represent- 
ed, said that while Malacafiang 
has taken efforts to support lo- 
cal exporters, decisive measures 
to address the sector’s concerns 
still lay in the hands of 
Congress. 

Speaking before a general 
membership meeting of the 
Philippine Exporters Confedera- 
tion, Favila said the EDC was urg- 
ing Congress to act on four mea- 
sures that would benefit ex- 
porters. 

These include a law that 
amends Republic Act No. 6977, or 
the Magna Carta for Small Enter- 
prises. 

Proposed amendments pending 
in both the Senate and the House 


of Representatives cover the 
adoption of more specific defini- 
tions of micro, small and medium 
enterprises, which would increase 
the mandatory allocation of lend- 
ing to MSMEs. 

Currently, micro enterprises 
are defined as those with total 
assets of up to P3 million; small 
Ones, with total assets between 


P100 million. 

Other proposed changes to the 
magna carta provide for enhanced 
support from government agen- 
cies and the formalization of the 
MSME Development Plan; organi- 
zational and financial strengthen- 
ing of the Small Business and 
Guarantee Finance Corp; and 
limiting the means by which 
banks could avoid compliance 
with the requirement to lend to 
MSMEs. 

Favila said another law that 
the EDC was pushing for was one 
that puts up an Omnibus Mar- 
itime Code which would ensure 
that comprehensive action of 


EDC draws up wish list of laws 


various government and private 
sectors concerned would be co- 
ordinated. 

He explained that an OMC 
would drive down the cost of ex- 
porting from the Philippines, 
which are "at a high end" com- 
pared to costs incurred in other 
capital cities of Southeast Asia. 

A third law in the EDC's wish 
list is one that amends certain pro- 
visions of Presidential Decree No. 
1464 or the Tariff Code. 

Favila said the EDC has recom- 
mended changes to the Tariff 
Code that would help curb smug- 
gling. 

Finally he said the EDC was 
urging Congress to ratify the Re- 
vised Kyoto Convention, which 
serves as a guide on best practices 
that promote improvements in the 
procedures and controls govern- 
ing the movement of goods across 
borders. 

“I call on industry associations 
to support the EDC's legislative 
blueprint by studying these pro- 
posed laws and help (us) prepare 
policy briefs,” Favila said. 


reports positive 
mine prospects 


By Amy R. Remo 


CANADIAN MINING FIRM OLYMPUS PA- 
cific Minerals Inc. has completed due dili 
gence of its Capcapo Project in the Baguio- 
Mankayan Gold district. 

The Baguio-Mankayan mine reportedly 
holds some 60 million ounces of historic 
production and current resources, 

Ina disclosure to the Philippine Stock Ex- 
change, Abra Mining and Industrial Corp 
said its partner, Olympus, found the due 
diligence drilling program "encouraging," 

It added that “geologists believe there is a 
potential for a significant discovery at the 
Capcapo gold property" which was earlier 
found to have similarities, in terms of copper 
and gold deposits, with the Baguio mine, 

The disclosure also stated that Olympus 
is set to complete formal joint venture doc- 
umentation as well as fulfill its legal, social 
and community responsibilities. 

Abra added that Olympus will continue 
exploration drilling once all outstanding 
agreements and legal parameters are 
signed with various stakeholders. 

For 2007, Olympus’ projects consisted of 
step-out drilling designed to expand the min- 
eralized zone, as well as ground exploration 
programs to test other prospective areas on 
the 43-square-kilometer Capcapo property. 


Seipi seeks reduction of royalties on natural gas 


By Abigail L. Ho 


THE SEMICONDUCTOR AND ELEC- 
tronics Industries of the Philippines Inc. 
(Seipi) is urging the government to re- 
duce royalties imposed on natural gas, 
explaining that this will ultimately lead 
to lower power rates. 

Seipi chair Arthur Young said the 
current royalties scheme was skewed 
in a way that favored coal-fired power 
generation over gas-fired power pro- 
duction, which used indigenous gas 
from the Malampaya Deep Water Gas- 


Stocks rally to 


to 1,606.20. 
Value turnover reached P5.9 billion. 
There were 96 gainers and 25 losers, 
while 47 stocks remained flat. 
According to Eagle Equities president 
Joseph Roxas, speculation is rife that 
there may be another round of interest. 


to-Power Project in offshore Palawan. 

“Its too expensive, the royalties im- 
posed on natural gas,” Young said. "And 
this is considering that the government. 
is pushing the use of indigenous fuel. 
The royalty tax on coal is much lower, 
even if t's an imported fuel. The tax for 
natural gas should be lower.” 

He said lower royalties on natural 
gas should also translate to lower pow- 
er rates, particularly in Luzon, since the 
country’s three gas-fired power plants 
were supplying some of the supply re- 
quirements of the Manila Electric Co., 


8-week high 


rate cuts when the US Fed holds its poli- 
cy meeting in October. 

“The market is betting another 
25-basis-point cut,” Roxas said. 

‘Across Asia, stock markets yesterday 
also powered to record highs, with fi- 
nancial stocks leading a 2.4-percent 


the country’s largest distribution utility. 

“The royalties represent a significant 
amount that could be given back to in- 
dustries in the form of lower power 
rates,” he said. “We've already pro- 
posed (the lowering of royalties on nat- 
ural gas) and we continue to discuss 
this. We understand that this will be a 
big revenue loss to the government, but 
there may be ways to balance this out.” 

Former Energy Secretary Raphael 
Lotilla had said late last year that the 
government was looking at reducing 
royalties imposed on natural gas, with 


From page Bl 


gain in Tokyo, while the dollar steadied 
amid signs of stabilization in money 
and credit markets. 

“The whole credit crisis is a dim and 
distant memory in most investors’ 
minds,” said Brian Eley of Eley Griffiths 
Group Pty Lid. in Sydney. Not that the 


the objective of bringing down power 
rates for consumers. 

He said the country currently impos- 
es “more generous" natural gas royal- 
ties compared to its neighbors in 
Southeast Asia. 

“Nevertheless, we will continue to 
look at those numbers and we will have 
to coordinate with the Department of 
Finance regarding the possible reduc- 
tion of the royalties," he said, "If ever, 
we want to make sure that there is di- 
rect reduction for the consumers and 
that it will be a significant one." 


problems have gone away, but the fear 
of the problems has gone away." 

The MSCI's broadest index of Asian 
markets outside Japan rose 1.7 percent 
to a life high and has risen by a third 
thisyear With reports from Reuters, 
AFBAP 
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From $1.7B, package may be raised to $2.2B for "08-09 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE WORLD BANK GROUP IS WILLING TO 
jack up its lending to the Philippines for the 
next two years to as much as $2.2 ion to 
help ease the country's infrastructure bottle- 
necis. 

The increase from the earlier package of 
only $1.7 billion lending package for 2008 
to 2009 is, however, premised on the con- 
tinued implementation of fiscal reforms. 

“The stakes are now higher—to meet de- 
mand and encourage the government to stay 
the course on reforms will require an in- 
creased lending envelope, as well as more 
ambitious results milestones,” the bank said 
in its latest progress report on the Philippines. 

The World Bank, however, also warned 
in the same report that the amount could 
fall to as low as $800 million, if the govern- 
ment would backtrack on its reform efforts. 


Marina rejects 
settlement offer 
from Nenaco 


By Riza T. Olchondra 


THE MARITIME INDUSTRY AUTHORITY 
(Marina) stood firm on its demand for debt- 
ridden Negros Navigation Co. Inc. to pay its 
P39-million annual supervision fees (ASF) 

“We are clear and firm on this. The un- 
paid fees are taxes, not debts. You can't re- 
structure taxes," Marina administrator Vic 
Suazo told the Inquinen. 

Nenaco has started defaulting on its ASF 
payments in 1998. 

It has been offering a settlement agree- 
ment covering only P25.969 million, which 
became the principal after the shipping 
firm paid P6.37 million in 2003. 

The amount of arrears has ballooned to 
39.165 since then. 

However, the Marina said entering a set- 
tlement deal would run counter to the 
agencys position that the unpaid ASFs 
were considered taxes and not debts that 
could be restructured. 

It may be recalled that Nenaco went into 
rehabilitation in 2004, when it owed vari- 
ous creditors and suppliers P2.4 billion for 
services and supplies received. 

Based on documents which Nenaco sub- 
mitted to the rehabilitation court, out of the 
P2.4-billion debt of the shipping firm, the 
company had unpaid taxes of more than 
P440 million. 

Nenaco corporate communication chief 
Gian Galvez declined to comment on Mari- 
na's stand. 


PRCI minority 
owners welcome 
court ruling 


MINORITY SHAREHOLDERS OF PHILIP- 
pine Racing Club Inc. (PRCI) welcomed the 
decision of the Court of Appeals junking the. 
petition of a Malaysian-led faction in the 
firm's board for an order that would stop 
the Makati Regional Trial Court from pur- 
suing a case against the said group. 

In a recent decision, the Fifth Divison of 
the CA dismissed a petition filed by the 
group led by Santiago Cua Sr. a.k.a. Cua 
Sing Huan, and sons Santiago Jr., Solomon 
and Simeon for lack of merit and for being 
moot and premature. 

The group asked the CA to nullify a tem- 
porary restraining order issued by the 
Makati RTC and to dismiss the derivative 
suit filed by the minority shareholders 
against the majority shareholders. 

In a statement, lawyer Brigido Dulay, 
PRCI directorand the spokesman for the mi- 
nority shareholders, said the CA decision “is 
a vindication of the Filipino shareholders" 
position that the case filed in the Makati RTC 
is nota nuisance or harassment suit." 


Paref holds 
business meet 


PARENTS FOR EDUCATION FOUNDATION 
Inc. (Paref) will be holding its fifth annual 
business conference today at the Makati 
Sports Club. The theme of this year's con- 
ference is "Leadership: The Key to Rising 
Above the Limitations and to Inspiring Peo- 
ple Toward Sustainable Growth." 

The conference, which aims to sustain 
delivery of quality basic education, is a 
yearly gathering of leaders and officers of 
the various schools and entities affiliated 
with Paref. 

Jesus P Estanislao, chair of the Institute 
of Corporate Directorship (ICD), will be the 
keynote speaker. Other speakers known in 
business and academe are former BIR re- 
gional director Ruperto P Somera, Roberto 
T. Borromeo and Eduardo "Ned" Roberto. 
Master facilitator will be Omar Cruz (for- 
mer national treasurer). 
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World Bank to jack up loan to RP 


‘The basis for a reduced lending would be: 

* a substantial widening in the fiscal 
deficit; 

* decline in tax effort, and 

* limited progress in other key policy areas. 

The loan increase, the World Bank said, 
sought to address the need for higher pub- 
lic investment, especially in infrastructure, 
in order to attain higher economic growth 
and boost the country's competitiveness. 

The $2.2-billion package will include 
$800 million up to $1 billion in additional 
development policy lending (DPL), a quick- 
disbursing fiscal support facility. 

‘Two new DPLs are planned by the World 
Bank to support fiscal consolidation and 
improved governance, as well as an im- 
proved investment climate. 

It said the DPLs would focus on ensuring 
that sound fiscal policy would be maintained 
and institutional reforms deepened in the 


revenue collecting agencies, public expendi- 
ture management and the fiduciary environ- 
ment. They would also support measures to 
strengthen infrastructure, the business-en- 
abling environment and competition. 

"The increase in envisaged lending will 
demonstrate that the bank is able to quickly 
respond and scale up commitments to an en- 
vironment of improved fiscal management 
and credit-worthiness," the report said. 

It said lending volumes would remain 
tied to fiscal performance, whereas the 
composition of lending would be deter- 
mined on the basis of reform intensity in 
different policy areas. 

"Strong governance filters will imply that 
only those operations with adequate gover- 
nance and anticorruption safeguards will 
be considered under the program," the re- 
port said. 


WoRLD/87 


SHIBA 


Leading Innovation >>> 


We secure your bu 


TAGUIG, METRO MANILA 


B 


BUYERS AVENUE > 
is AVENU 


“SEPT. 29 & 30, 'o7 


Saturday & Sunday S 
10:00 AM to 8:00 PM 


NBG TENT 


BONIFACIO GLOBAL CITY 


is heret Loco modern, werent 
[New Arrivals! Get the latest from IKEA! „| 
JOHN BOSCO ENTERPRISES 
[d 
for your home or fis. Great ids 
Jor your carly ody bo 


y 


»ieere the shopping net 


ends? 


3S8 G31LT972:8453] 


3743726 


Toshiba recommends 
Windows Vista? Business. 


en B z 
siness. 


You secure more business. 


BEE 


eT 


A Toshiba Notebook PC is business at its best. Powered 
by Intel® Centrino® Duo Processor Technology, it's 
an all-encompassing Notebook PC of solid performance 
and reliability. And it's remarkably-durable too with its 

wide range of EasyGuard features. Your security is made 
all the more complete with an exclusive 3-year warranty. 


No. 1 Consumer Portable PC Vendor in unit shipments. 
in the Asia Pacific (including Japan) region for full year 2006*. 


Satellite Pro M200-A452 
Modei No: PSMCILO01001 
Power and Entertainment on tho go 


P54,990.00 


Model No. PSMCAL- 005002 


P64,990.00 


Satellite Pro M200-E451 


Aftordablo business mobiity. 


TECRA M9-E460 
Modal No: PTMSOL-013003 
Reliable business computing. 


P89,990.00 


ER Mussa est Nawomi Comocton G.M 


ee dete 
LY yout raten rio Woven prs ond be 


Easy Guard. e Easy Life. 
[peer quur dum viam 


Modal No. PPMBOL-O2VOOK 


P99,990.00 


PORTÉGÉ M600-E341 


Stylish lightweight widescrean ultraportable on the go. 


aoe 
TÉ mana! Unto Waren art and ine 
jo nr 

ld CIC 


PORTÉGÉ M600-E360 
oc No. PPMet-012000 
ignei widescreen uilraportabio tor business produ. 


P94,990.00 


za 


Toshiba Eos Quar 


EEE emo nen meam 
Br mamaa mema 


EIS UA oa er ne 
ie Ga: Veda hr OD vp SIMS wama VAM 


890-6525 


Enquiry 


(9) Talk-2-Toshiba 


information 


A 24/7 toll-free call-back service 
for warranty and technical support. 
OR call us at «65 6744 7717 


Toshiba Mobile Computing Partner: 
Tricom Dynamics, Inc www.tricom,com.pl 
+ Metro House Blog, 345 Son. GI Puyat Av; 
ZIF Machay Dóg 90 Gorordo Ave; Tels. 253-8517; 233-7785; 232-6391 Fax 231-0681 
GIF LAT Bldg, R- Casto St. Agdao; Tels, 27-4137 to 38 Fax 227-4147 
CAGAYAN DE ORO : Moreno Bog, Gusa Highway; Tl. 22-753- 158; 855-5388 Fax 22-733-273 


SiSt cap sro ane sun 


mus en DT 
‘Duets a BN GOV ROLE S I 5/0, OMA G2 A 01 CO IS NC Carts 4I c2 bh aga pu i cM 


[OU 


[Sistine cos pama mau 


DEE EDI ES 
beyond freedom 


wanipeicshto aea com. 


Aaa mE 


ee 


EEE eae arn Sel en LEE Rut Decal 


IB «| 

Saudi pledges 
help for halal 
certification 


By Judy Quiros 
Inquirer Mindanao 


DAVAO CITY—A SAUDI BUSINESSMAN 
engaged in the trading of food products has 
pledged to help Mindanao poultry and meat 
industry players secure halal certification. 

Vicente Lao, chair of the Mindanao Busi- 
ness Council (MinBC), said in a briefing 
here that Shiek Faeyez Hamed Zainy had 
also pledged to bring in halal process ex- 
perts from Saudi Arabia in November 

Zainy, who owns the Abbar & Zainy 
Corp., said that the experts are also in- 
volved in the issuance of halal certificates 
in the oil-rich kingdom, according to Lao. 

"The said personalities are the ones who are 
issuing halal certification in [Saudi Arabia," 
Lao said. “If they approve the halal certifica- 
tion procedure in the Autonomous Region in 
Muslim Mindanao (ARMM), Abbar & Zainy 
Corp. will buy halal products from here.” 

Lao said Zainy would talk with the Saudi 
ambassador about his plan to bring halal 
experts to the Philippines. 
"Zainy assured [us that he will help] solve 
the [halal certification] problem in three 
months," Lao added. 

Mindanao businessmen engaged in poul- 
try and cattle processing have not been able 
to tap the halal market because they lacked 
the certification, which would prove that 
their products were prepared in accordance 
with Muslim standards. 

Only products certified as halal are 
deemed "permissible" for devout Muslims 
to consume. 

Lao said Zainy's efforts to help Mindanao an- 
imal growers get halal certification could help. 
boost the island's poultry and meat industry. 

He added that itis a good time for the ex- 
port business because Mindanao has not 
been hit by bird flu, unlike other Asian 
countries. 


Ganontmage Nation 


VIRAC, CATANDUANES— 
The local government of 
San Andres in the island 
province of Catanduanes 
has joined the race to devel- 
Op renewable energy re- 
sources through its pro- 
posed development of a 

ind farm in Barangay Ago- 


Mayor Leo Z. Mendoza 
signed last Sept. 5 a memo- 
randum of agreement with 
Linkpoint-Europe, a Span- 
ish wind power company 
with an office in China, and 
PhilCarbon Inc., which will 
undertake the feasibility 
study for the multimillion- 
peso project. 
Linkpoint-Europe was 
represented by its manag- 
ing partner, Juan Gutierrez 
Canseco, while San Andres- 


tric 


born lawyer Jose G. Sa- 
monte signed on behalf of 
PhilCarbon as its president. 

The brief signing ceremo- 
ny at the municipal hall was 
witnessed by PhilCarbon 
partner Robert Owen, Vice 
Mayor Alan del Valle and 
members of the Sangguni- 
jo. ang Bayan. 

With the deal, the munic- 
ipality and its partners are 
the fourth entity to serious- 
ly consider development of 
renewable power sources 
on the island. 

The First Catanduanes 
Electric Cooperative Inc. 
(Ficelco) is already in the 
late stages of securing gov- 
ernment approval for its 
proposal to develop the 3.5- 
megawatt 
plant in 


2012. 


provincial 


Virac. 


minihydroelec- 


Barangay and San Miguel. 


Dugui Too in the hinter- 
lands of the capital town. 
The Sunwest Water and 
Electricity Co. is also inter- 
ested in putting up six simi- 
lar plants, two of which are 
expected to be on stream by 


On the other hand, the 

government 
headed by Governor Joseph 
C. Cua, who is a brother-in- 
law of Mendoza, is report- 
edly bent on the so-called 
Boctot Water and Power De- 
velopment Project, also in 


This entails the construc- 
tion of two hydro-power 
plants in upland Virac and 
the use of the water to sup- 
ply the needs of Virac and 
the nearby towns of Bato 


Wind farms eyed for Catanduanes town 


Mendoza said that, under 
the agreement, the three 
parties signified their intent. 
to develop, finance, design, 
construct and operate a 
wind farm facility. 
The technical and finan- 
cial viability of the pr 
will be determined within 
18 months, during which 
the municipality will apply 
for a grant with the Fondo 
de Estudios de Viabilidad, a 
credit facility of the Fonde 
de Ayuda al Desarollo of the 
Spanish government. 
Linkpoint will advise the 
municipality on complying i 
with the grant conditionali- +- g à 
ties and interfacing with the ja jt d 12 


Spanish Ministry of Indus- boss 
try, if needed. Fernan Gi- Him iocis qii 
IF FOUND FEASIBLE, another wind power} 


anan, Inquirer Southern 
Luzon Bureau the country's pioneer wind energy venture! 


By Ernesto M. Ordoñez 


VIGILANCE MAY RESULT IN VICTORY, 
and lack of it often leads to defeat. 

This happened in the antismuggling 
fight waged by the farmers. It may hap- 
pen again in the next two weeks at the 
Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources. 


Antismuggling 

Vigilant farmer leaders, such as John 
Kim and Alfred Alangdeo, spearheaded 
antismuggling efforts, which resulted in 
the decrease of smuggling rate in Metro 
Manila from 40 percent to 1 percent. 

Subsequently, Alyansa Agrikultura, the 
largest farmer-fisherfolk coalition, of 
which Kim and Alangdeo are part of, be- 
came one of two permanent private sector 
representatives in the Cabinet Oversight 


Vigilance, victory and del 


Committee on Anti-Smuggling (Cocas). 

They succeeded in making the Inward 
Forward Manifest (IFM) available to the 
Department of Agriculture (DA), the De- 
partment of Trade and Industry (DTD, 
and other private sector representatives. 

The IFM lists the products being im- 
ported, the ship being used, and date of 
arrival. Previously, only the Bureau of 
Customs (BOC) had access to the list. But 
through the farm leaders efforts, the IFM 
became available to other parties. 

Armed with the information culled 
from the IFM, the Cocas under then DILG 
Secretary Angelo Reyes achieved "the 
most dramatic and successful antismug- 
gling results in the last 20 years," accord- 
ing to Federation of Philippine Industries 
president Jess Arranza. 

But after a while, the private sector 
partners relaxed their vigilance and soon, 


without warning, the Cocas was abol- 
ished, 

IFM access was again limited to the BOC. 
Predictably, smuggling activities again in- 
creased, causing our government to lose an 
estimated P80 billion in foregone revenue. 

When asked if proce- 


Last year, the Alyansa Apnkul 
two significant victories at thv I 
of Environment and Natur.ıl F 
(DENR) because of their vigil. 
Both had to do with DENK «^ 
were signed by a previous «i 
dures, such as the de- 
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against smuggling, many advocates Forest Management Agrecun 
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project would rise 


Catanduanes province, like 
llocos Norte, picturedhere, are 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 
THE DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND 
Industry's units in the provinces are 
stepping up the campaign to cut red 
tape after its Leyte office was award- 
ed "best in reforms" among sub-na- 
tional government agencies in Asia. 

The citation, called Best Sub-Na- 
tional Reform in Asia 2006, was given 
out by the Donor Committee for En- 
terprise Development to DTI-Leyte 
for the successful efforts of streamlin- 
ing the process for business permits 
and licensing (BPL) in Ormoc City. 

With help from the German Techni- 
cal Cooperation's Small and Medium 
Enterprise Development for Sustain- 
able Employment Program (GTZ- 
Smedsep), the local government of 
Ormoc has reduced the BPL from 17 
steps to only five. 

Processing time was also cut from 
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DTI steps up drive against red tape 


Provincial units urged to reform 
after Leyte office earns accolades 


17 days to two, as the the number of 
required documents were halved 
from 12to six. 

The DCED, comprised of develop- 
ment agencies involved in intérna- 
tional cooperation initiatives, is be- 
hind the awards program called "Ex- 
cellence in Business Environment Re- 
form," which recognizes excellence in 
high-impact, sustainable and coordi- 
nated donor support for reforms in 
the business environment. 

‘Trade Secretary Peter B. Favila said 
the achievement of the department's 
Leyte office is a model for all DTI 
units to follow. 

Favila said 'DT-Leyte beat out best 
practice entries of other Asian countries 


PRULINK 


in the sub-national category for the im- 
pact of its reform project on business 
registration in Ormoc in encouraging 
more business activities in the city. 

He explained that good practices in 
BPL include making business regis- 
tration as simple and short as possi- 
ble; convening all offices involved in 
the BPL process in one location and 
‘computerization. 

Good practices also involve develop- 
ing multi-sectoral alliances to achieve a 
common goal or improve performance; 
informing potential and existing cus- 
tomer about the requirements, proce- 
dures, and renewal process; and ob- 
taining client feedback and providing 
amenities as well as training staff to 


provide excellent customer service. 

Favila said that due to the simpli- 
fied process of business licensing in 
Ormoc City, the number of business 
registrants increased by a quarter in 
2006 compared to the previous year 

Also, the improved system brought 
Ormoc City's revenues from business 
licenses to P21.16 million, helping 
the local government improve social 
services aimed at the reduction of 
poverty incidence. 

"Duplication of this feat in all gov- 
ernment offices would surely encour- 
age more investments in the country, 
Favila said. 

“The simplified transaction process 
would, in tum, reduce corruption and 
speed up the creation of new businesses 
in the country” said Favila, who is also 
chair of the Anti-Red Tape Task Force. 


Favila said the experience of Ormoc 
City was now a documented good 
practice in streamlining business per- 
mits and licensing, which can be 
replicated in other LGUs. 


Investments of Variable LaatWeok E 
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he gov- 
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followed. 

The second order that had also been 
suspended was the Mandatory Environ- 
mental Insurance Coverage. In the Feb. 
17, 2006 story, “Useless costs kill jobs,” 
which appeared in the INGUIRER, it was ex- 
plained that the mandate entailed addi- 
tional costs to be added to already suffi- 


saying that both suspended orders may 
soon be activated by DENR Secretary Lito 
Atienza. It is now up to farmers to step up 
their vigilance, lest their hard-earned vic- 
tories turn into defeat. It is also hoped 
that Atienza himself will be on his guard 
against unscrupulous forces who may 
feed him misleading information. This 
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Republic of the Philippines 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 


* 
AA 


National Capital Region 
DY Inti Bidg., 1650 San Marcelino. 


cor. General Malvar St., Malate, Manila 


NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S 
FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 


Notice is hereby given that he following companies/employers have filed 
‘with this Regional Office applications for Allen Employment Permits: 


Name and address of 
‘Company/Employer 


PT KALBE FARMA TBK 
Unit 13.8 Chatham House, 
Voloro cor. Rufino SL, 
Salcedo Vilage, 

Makati Chy 


PT KALBE FARMA TBK 
Unit 13-8 Chatham House, 
Valero cor. Rufino St, 
Salcedo Vilage, 

Makati City 


PROV INTERNATIONAL 
(PHILIPPINES), INC, 

3IE GT International Tower, 

yala Ave, cor. H.V. dla Costa St, 
Makati Cy 


PROV INTERNATIONAL. 
(PHILIPPINES), INC. 

IF GT International Tower, 

Ayala Ave. cor. H.V. dela Costa St, 
Makati Chy 


NYX SPA 
"IF Makati Palace Hotel 
P. Burgos SL, Poblacion, 
Makati City 


NYX SPA 
IF Makali Palace Hotel 
P. Burgos St. Poblacion, 
Makati City 


1512000 ENTERPRISES, INC. 
136 Timog Ave., Quezon City 


LSJ2000 ENTERPRISES, INC. 
136 Timog Ave., Quezon City 


SONVA, INC, 
104 Rufino SL, Legaspi Vilage, 
Makati City 


‘ANDO PHILIPPINES CORPORATION 
198 Chatham House Bldg.. 

116 Valero St, Salcedo Vilage, 

Makati City 


MULTICO PRIME POWER, INC. 
7797 St. Paul Rd.. 

San Antonio Vilage, 

Makati City 


CHIZZY AMUSEMENT CORP. 
nit 101-102 Sherwood Place, 
2262 Taft Ave., Malate, Manlia 


LEARNINGLITZ, INC. 
Rm. 209-215 Porinsula Court, 
8735 Makati Avo, cor. 

Paseo de Roxas, 

Makati Cty 


TAKENAKA CORPORATION - 
PHIL. BRANCH 

1BIF Tower2 The Enterprise Center, 
6766 Ayala Ave. cor, 

Paseo de Roxas, Makati Clty 


NCT TRANSNATIONAL CORP. 
GIF TDG NYK Harbor Cr, Blog. 1, 
Rairoad cor. 23d & 24th Sts, 
Port Area, Mania 


PACIFIC STAR & SEO HYUN 
TOUR CORP. 

AIF Coretown Bldg., 

2822 EDSA Extension, 

Pasay City 


PACIFIC STAR & SEO HYUN 
TOUR CORP. 

AIF Coretown Bldg. 

2822 EDSA Extension, 

Pasay City 


MITSUBISHI HEAVY INDUSTRIES 
ENGINE SYSTEM PHILIPPINES, INC. 
"Warehouse 4C Sunblest Comp., 

Km. 23 West Service Rd. 

Bo. Cupang. Muntinlupa City 


FIRST ADVANTAGE 
PHILIPPINES, INC. 

10IF The Paragon Corporate Centre, 
Industry SL, Madrigal Business Park, 
‘Alabang, Muntinlupa Cily 


IBM SOLUTIONS DELIVERY, INC. 
SIF IBM Plaza, 8 Eastwood Avenue, 
Eastwood City Cyberpark, 

€. Rodriguez Jr. Aves, 
Bagumbayan, Quezon City 


TOKIO MARINE MALAYAN 
INSURANCE CO., INC. 

rd, 6th & Th Fr. Y Tower I 
LP Leviste cor. Gallardo Sts., 
Salcedo Vilage, Makati City 


CONNECTIVITY FACTORS 
AND ACCESS, INC. 

20/F Burgundy Corporate Tower, 
252 Sen. Gil Puyat Ave., 

Makati City 


9 MING GOAL, INC. 
Unit 8-A Marvin Plaza Bldg 
Don Chino Roces Avenue, 
Makati Clty 


WORLD NEWS PUBLICATION CORP. 
578 T. Pinpin St, 
Binondo, Manila 


POWER LANGUAGE INT'L. CENTER 
15/F Goldioop Tower A, 

Amber Avenue, Ortigas Center, 

Pasig City 


Name of Foreign 
Natlonal/Citizenship 


Bambang 
Indonesian 


Maret Yudianto 
Indonesian 


Prakhar Piyush 
Saxena 
Indan 


Santosh Damodar 
Shinde 
indan 


Su Hyung Noh 
Korean 


Yongeheol Jung 
Korean 


Byeong Ho Kwon 
Korean 


Seungjn Lee 
Korean 


David Charles. 
ais 
Canadian 


Seiki Taniguchi 
Japanese 


Victor Tong 
Biauw The 
Indonesian 


Lucas Michael lyke. 
Nigerian 


Michael David 
Stevens 
Canadian 


Daisuke Fukamachi 
Japanese 


Naoto Maklyama 
Japanese 


Sungsun Yang 
Korean 


Minjin Park 
Korean 


Kingo Ishigami 
Japanese 


Wichlt Wungkeeree 
Thai 


‘Anjan Majumdar 
Indian 


Hiroshi Nishioka 
Japanese 


Jinwoo Chot 
Korean 


Ngai Sing Wong 
Chinese 


Chi Cheung 
Johnny Chan 
Chinese 


Beomyong Kim 
Korean 


Position 


Area Manager 


‚Country Manager 


Lead Development 
Engineering 
Consultant 


Network 
Enginering 
Consultant 


Manager 


Supervisor 


Operation Manager 
General Manager 


Chef 


Construction 
Engineer 


President & General 
Manager 


Operations Manager 


Full-Time English 
Instructor 


Corporate 
Representative 


Business. 
Development 
Manager” 


‘Asst. Operation 
Manager 


Sales Manager 


Technical 
Consultant 


Screening Associate 
-Mullingual 


Director and Leader 


Vice President 


Customer Service 


Operations 
Manager 


Mandarin Language. 
Translator 


General Manager 


If you have any Informatlonlobjectlon to the above mentioned applicatlon/s please 


communicate with the Regional Director. 


(PD September 28, 2009) 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


BUSINESS 
Customs seeking flexibility 
in setting revenue target 


Goal should be based on peso-dollar rate, says Morales 


BPI expands 
in Europe, puts 
up unit in London 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE AYALAS' BANK OF THE PHILIPPINE 
Islands is opening a full banking subsidiary 
in London in mid-October as part of its ex- 
pansion in Europe, which hosts a growing 
number of overseas Filipinos. 

BPI, the country's second biggest bank in 
terms of assets, has likewise applied for the 
opening of full branches in Spain and Italy, 
BPI senior vice president Teresita Tan said 
ina press briefing yesterday. 

BPT new European unit will initially oper- 
ate two branches in London and then use its 
UK banking license to establish operations in 
other key European markets, The bank has an 
existing remittance subsidiary in Rome and this. 
will be converted into a full branch, Tan said. 

Unlike a remittance unit which can only 
handle cash transfers, a full branch can ac- 
cept deposits, offer loans, trade currencies 
and provide letters of credit. 

However, BPI, which is to date the 
biggest banking channel for overseas Fil- 
ipino remittances, does not see the need for 
aggressive investment in physical presence 
to expand its offshore business. 

“The establishment of branches is the 
most expensive way to expand. Our strate- 
gy is not to expand a lot, maybe put up one 
or two branches a year but we are also ex- 
panding by establishing tie-ups," said Raul 
Dimayuga, president of BPI Direct, the BPI 
group's savings bank unit focused on the 
overseas Filipino market. 

For instance, Dimayuga said an existing 
tie-up with US banking giant Wells Fargo 
had enabled BPI to capture a big business in 
the US without investing in too many 
branches. 

He said BPI could put up two or three 
more branches in the United States only to 
complement the tie-up with Wells Fargo. 
The bank's comprehensive electronic bank- 
ing platform, whether using mobile or web- 
based solutions, is also seen as adequate to 
reach out to Filipinos working abroad. 

Dimayuga also expressed confidence 
that the current global financial market 
volatility caused by the US subprime crisis 
would not adversely affect the inflow of 
overseas Filipino remittances to the coun- 


‘Although the subprime crisis could affect 
some western countries, Dimayuga said the 
impact on inward remittances to the Philip- 
pines could be tempered by growing remit- 
tances in other parts of the world like in the 
Middle East. 

He said demand for Filipino workers in the 
Middle East continued to grow despite the 
overall downtrend in deployment this year. 
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eA Regional Office No. IV-A 
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September 28,2007 


NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S 
FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 


Notice is hereby given that the following companies/employers have fled with 
this Regional Office applications for Allen Employment Permits. 


By Michelle V. Remo 


CUSTOMS COMMISSIONER NAPOLEON 
Morales has asked for more flexibility in 
setting the bureau's collection target for 
next year given the continued strengthen- 
ing of the peso against the US dollar. 

Morales yesterday said on the sidelines 
of the Senate hearing on the proposed 2008 
budget of the Department of Finance, the 
BOC's mother agency, that it would be “un- 
fair” to expect the BOC to meet its 2008 col- 
lection target if the peso would keep on ap- 
preciating. 

Morales explained that the BOC loses an 
estimated P2.2 billion in potential revenue 
for every unit of peso appreciation, for ex- 
ample, when the peso strengthens from 46 
to 45 to the dollar. 

For this year, BOC was tasked to collect. 
228.2 billion, but this was based on the as- 
sumption that the peso would average at 
48-50 to the dollar. 

The peso, however, has remained within 
the 45-to-a-dollar territory, which partly ex- 
plains why the bureau fell short of its col- 
lection target for the first half. 

In July and August, the BOC met its col- 
lection targets. It still has to exceed its tar- 
gets for the remaining months of the year 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2007 


for it to meet its full-year goal of P228.2 bil- 
lion. 

For next year, the BOC is tasked to collect 
even more import taxes at P254.5 billion, 
consistent with the national governments 
goal of balancing its budget after a decade. 
of being in the red. 

The BOC and the Bureau of Internal Rev- 
enue are the two biggest revenue sources of 
the government. 

Morales said that since the exchange rate 
had been exerting huge influence on its col- 
lection performance, the collection target 
should not be just one figure but a range, 
depending on the peso value. 

The BIR and the BOC are hard-pressed to 
meet their collection targets, as the govern- 
ment has vowed to balance its budget next 
year 

The last time the government posted a 
budget surplus was in 1997. Its budget has 
been at a deficit since the Asian financial 
crisis took its toll on corporate earnings 
and, consequently, on tax collection. 

This resulted in less government money 
going to infrastructure and social services. 

This year, the government has pro- 
grammed to limit its deficit to P63 billion, 
an improvement over last year's P64.8 bil- 
lion. 


FIRM GETS MINING PERMIT 


of Oriental Synergy Mining Corp. the Mineral 
awarded to the company for its mining clai 
Ramos and Lao is Leo Hazareno also of MGB. 


Mining and Geosciences Bureau director Horacio Ramos (left) hands over to Frank Lao 


and Production Sharing Agreement 
Urbiztondo, Surigao del Norte. With 


ISM gets $10M in investment 


By Elizabeth 
Sanchez-Lacson 


investing $10 million 
or about P450 million 
im listed technology 
firm ISM Communi- 
cations Corp. of for- 
mer Trade Minister 
Roberto V Ongpin. 
In a disclosure to 
the stock exchange, 
ISM, formerly Itogon- 
Suyoc Mines Inc, 
said this meant Ash- 
mores stake in the 
company would in- 
crease to 313 per- 
cent from 22 percent. 
‘Ashmore is a ma- 
jor investment fund 
based in the United 


LONDON-BASED IN- 
vestment fund Ash- 
more Investment 
Management Ltd. is 


amba Cty 


Name and Address 
of Company Employer 


Name of Foreign 
NationaliCitizens 


n Kingdom. It man- 
ip | ^ Position 


CALAMBA STEEL CENTER, ING. 
Bay. Samsun, Calamba Ci 


Mr. Nobuya Alimolor 
Japanese 


ages some $32 bil- 


Techical Consan || 180° worth of funds. 


PHILIPPINE DENRAL INC 


CEZ, Rosario, Cavie Japanese 


Mr. Shigokazu Imanishi | 


ISM said its board 
approved the private 


Production Adviser 


B.K. ELECTRONICS 
PHILIPPINES, INC 
PEZA, Rosano, Came 


Mr. Durk Soo Barid 
Korean 


Ganoral Manager 


en placement by Ash- 


more and the i 


|. HEPRECISION STEEL 
CENTER, INC. 
PIC, Bo Maduya, 
Carmona, Cavie 


Senior Manager 
al Sales 
Dopanmant 2 


HONDA PHILIPPINES, INC. 
FPP, Tansuan Ct 


Wc Takatsugu Hiroki 
Japanese 


Tessin Vice, 
President lor Service 


September 27, 2007 


Country Unit 


5.” SOUTHERN EAST HARDWARE 
'& CONSTRUCTION SUPPLY 
Natonal Highway, Bonic 
Cabuyao. Laguna 


"Mr. Oinghuan Hong! 
Chinese 


‘Sales Manager United States 


Japan Yen 


Dollar 


suance of 16.5 billion 
ISM to that company. 

The shares will be 
issued at a 10-per- 
cent diseount to the 
20-day average 
price of ISM shares, 
Which as of yester- 
day was 3.04 cen- 
tavos, or about 2.74 
centavos per share. 

To accommodate 
the private placement. 
and to provide ISM 
with flexibility for fu- 
ture ca 
sion, the company's 
board also approved 
the increase in ISM's 
capitalization from 
the existing P1.2 bil- 
lion to P3 billion. 

A special stock- 
holders’ meeting will 
be held for the ratifi- 
cation of the capital 


hike, but the date has 
yet to be set. 

The proceeds from 
the private place- 
ment are being ear- 
marked for further 
investments in East- 
ern Telecommuniea- 
tions Philippines Inc. 
(ETP) and acquisi- 
tions in the inform 
tion and commun 
cations industries. 

ISM owns 577 
percent in ETPI, a do- 
mestic corporation 
engaged in operat- 
ing, installing and es- 
tablishing commer- 
cial telecommunica- 
ton, point-to-point 
domestic inter-island 
and international 
communications and 
Other telecommuni- 
cations services. 


CURENIES 


Euro 
Equivalent 
007814 
0006126 - 


Dollar 

Equivalent 
1.000000, 
0.008855. 


Peso 
Equivalent 
452010 
03912. 


UntegRnggem- 


7. GA & P TEC, INC 


"Wr Daehyun Yoo! 
CEZ. Rosario, Cavite 


Korean 


Marking 


Consultan “Switzerland” 


LUSTER RUBBER. 
MANUFACTURING. 
CORPORATION 

Lima Technology Center, 
Lipa Ci 


Mr. Suekazu ide 
Japanese 


Technical Adviser “Canada 


Pound. 


Hongkong Dollar 
Fran 


1.426812. 
1135 
70504808 - 

0.705205 


2.015800. 
0.128758 
0854190 _ 


D86514 as 034d 


"Singapore - 
Justa — 
Bahrain - 


|. LUSTER RUBBER 
MANUFACTURING 
CORPORATION 
Lima Technology Center, 
Lipa Ciy 


Ts, Akika shine? 
Japanese 


Prosdont 


T Dolar “0.618035 087443 — 3 


72475 _ 86512 . 301722. 
71.878937_ — 2654562. 
0.189258 __0.267380 


0.470909 0.665202 


MAXIM PHILIPPINES 
OPERATING CORP. 
GBP, Jvalera, Gen Tras, Cavite 


Tir Steven H Cox 
American 


General Manager 


HANA MILLION, INC. 


[AUDIT 
PEZA. Rosano, Cavite ace 


Korean 


Production Technical 
‘disor 


rom 
EC 
pave. 


— 70.000077. 0.000100" 
“0.022470 0.031748 - 
“0.192786. — 0.272968 
1000000. ___1.412800. 
0.000769 

20.094187 


0183067. 


A Rmundo c. none 
OIC-Regmnapärech. 


HANA MILLION, INC. 


Mr. Kyung Su Leal 
PEZA. Rosario, Cawte 


Korean 


Production Technical 
Advor. 


HANA MILLION, INC. 


Mr. Seung Bok Oh” 
PEZA. Rosano. Cawte 


Korean 


Generat Manager 


If you have any informalion/objection to the above-mentioned application/s 


please communicate with the Regionai Director. 


(Sgd.) ATTY. RICARDO S. MARTINEZ, SR., CESO Ill 
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(POL-Septembor 28,2007) Rog 


Nt Dot 


TK 


701413: 
6017860. 
020721 - 


Z0:189502 
0.025246 

a I0290006 132092. 
IOSsoG607. 70744103 336942 
0.108230. © 70152908 

0.021600 — 70 
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PINE STOCKED 


Sa 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


BUSINESS 


DICH 


BE RENTNER 


(As of September 27, 2007) 


SEEK  S2AEEK STOCKS 
Löw 


Asatust Development Bank Inc. 
Banco da Oro PCI Inc. 

Bank of the Philippine Islands, 

‘Gina Banking Corp 

‘state Savings Bank, 

Export and industry Bank ne 
Matropoltn Bank and Trust Co. 
Prine National Bank 
Prilpine Savings Bank 
Phtippne Bank of Communications 
Fiza Commercial Banking Corp. 
Secutly Bank Corp 

in Racal he Philippines 


im 
ATA Kmeng Financial Corp 
Bankard Inc. 
"lisscOnlin com nc. 
Fest Abacus Francal Hokings Corp. 
Fst Matr investment Cor. 
Manuhle Fnancal Corp. 
‚oral Reinsurance Cap olha Pi. 
PCI Leasing and Finance inc. 
Tho Philippine Sock Exchange Inc 

194500 — Sun Lie Franc in, 

‚= Wantage Fn 

‘Abo Poser Corp 

East Asia Power Resources Corp. 

First Gan Corp. 

First Phi Holdings Corp. 

Mania Water Co. Inc. 

Manta Electric Co 

NOC Energy Development Corp. 


opines 
Devt Cor 


asia tik Co 
‘lane Tuna Iniernational inc. 
Jolie Foods Corp 

RFM Com. 

Roxas Holings 


San gl Gorp. "B" 
Tanduay Holdings Inc. 
Unnersal Robna Corp 


EEI co, 
Federal Chemucas ine. 
Hotei Philippines Inc. 
Republic Cement Corp, 
rate kea Fam Vene me 


PS L7 TET 


"^ Sonano op 
AIO ot Holdings Inc. 
APC Group ine 
AIN Hakdngs ine. "A" 
ATH Holdings inc. "B" 
Abacus Cons Rs 8 Hos c ^ 
Pacis Cons Res & Has ne 
Avot Equity Ventures Inc: 
‘orn Goa Resources Corp. 
Aliane Gaba Group Inc. 
‘sons Console Resources Inc. 
'Angio-Philippine Holdings Car. 
Ayala Cop 
enges Holdings Corp. 
DMC! Hotdings ioc 
Eton Props Philipines ine. 
Finvest Development Corp 
House of investments Inc. 
JG Summit Holdings ine 
ol Hokoings Corp. 
Madeo Hakdings Inc. 
Mulitach investments Corp. 

inc 


pgagsegsegge 


Paci Inc "A" 


Republ Glass Hongs Corp, 
Si Inwesimants Corp. 
Sinophi Corp. 

South China Resources Inc. 
TKC Steal Corp. 

Wate Indus Iac. 

Zeus mange in 


A Broan LO ane 
Anchor Land Holdings ne 
Araneta Properties nc 
Ayala Land nc. 

Bole Cor. 

Cabu Holdings ine. 

'Chyland Development Corp. 
rom Equties in. 

Cyber Bay Cop. 

Empire East Land Holdings no. 
‘er Gasen Resources & olf ino. 
AEstata Land Ic 

liest Land nc. 

MAC Alte Iasi. Inc. 
Magaworid Corp, 

Maio Paci Investments Corp. 
Pri Estates Corp. 

Philippine Realty & Holdings Cor. 
Polar Property Holdings Cap. 
Robinson Land Corp. 

SM Development Corp. 

SM Prime Holdings nc. 

Shang Properbes inc- 

Suntrust Home Developers Ino. 
Unwde Holdings ine 

Vei Land ani leceanes ne 

S ABS-CBN Broadcasting Corp. 
TAA erento 


OPEN MH LOW CLOSE VOLUME 
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000 
14270000 

730,000 
45711000 


[ri 
028 


MED 


En 
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COMMUNICATION; 


‘igi lesconmuncabuns Ps inc. 
"lone Telecom nc. 

Pli Long Distance Telephone Co 
"iine Tetophone Cor 

Boulevard Holangs Ic. 

1PVG Cor. 

ISM Communications Corp. 
Imperial Resources Inc. "o 
lonis ne 

Island inlormation 8 Technology Inc 
Music Semiconductors Corp: 
Phiweb Com In. 

Tera rrr ref ine 


13 2361000 


0195 0195 0.195 — 3660000 
775000 
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SMB capital increase OKd 


Parent company plans to pay subscription 
by assigning assets worth P15.3 billion 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


THE SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE 
Commission yesterday approved 
the increase in the capital of San 
Miguel Brewery or SMB, a newly in- 
corporated beer manufacturing, 
unit of San Miguel Corp., to P25 bil- " 
lion from P100 million. 

The beer brewery unit plans to 
undertake a public offering but it 
has yet to announce the details of 
this plan. 

The P25-billion capital will con- 
sist of 25 billion shares at a par val- 
ue of P1 per share. 

SMC had planned to subscribe to 


750,000 shares from the existing 
unissued shares of SMB and 152.33 
million shares from the additional 
capital stock. 

SMC's subscription to the beer 
unit was estimated to cost P15.3 bi 
lion. 

In documents obtained earlier, 
SMC said it had fully paid its sub- 
scription by assigning in favor of 
‘SMB certain assets and liabilities 
in the domestic beer business 
with a net book value of P15.3 bil- 
lion. 

SMC's partner Kirin Brewery of 
Japan is reportedly interested in in- 
vesting in SMB. 


Astrategic investor of San Miguel 
since 2002, Kirin Brewery Co. Ltd. 
has a 20-percent stake in SMC. 

SMB will be engaged in manufac- 
turing malt-based beer. 

SMC president Ramon Ang earli- 
er said a stand-alone domesti 
brewing business would enhance 
the San Miguel group's ability to 
compete more effectively in the in- 
dustry. 

“An IPO (initial public offer) 
would raise for the business much 
needed equity and allow it to grow 
faster and partner more effectively 
with other world class players like 
Kirin," Ang said earlier. 


Fund raising for schools 


IT'S CRUNCH TIME ONCE MORE 
for our private colleges and univer- 
sities. 

The first semester of the current 
school year will soon be over. This 
early, many tertiary schools have 
put out advertisements in the news- 
papers for the second semester. 

‘The dearth of financial support 
from outside sources forces private 
sschools to rely principally on stu- 
dent fees and assessments to meet 
their operational requirements. 

And school administrators have 
reason to worry. 

With the present high cost of liv- 
ing, the government-run education- 
al institutions are attracting more 
enrollment than their counterpart 
in the private sector, 

Private schools can raise their tu- 
ition fees only so much without 
inviting complaints from parents or 
discouraging enrollment. 

Ifan increase in enrollment is not 
possible, the next best thing is for 
the student population not to go 
down to a level that would make it 
difficult for the school to maintain 
its standards, 

Interestingly, some private 
schools have been able to minimize 
their dependence on fees and as- 
sessments by issuing corporate- 
type bonds or debt notes. 


Investment 

The process starts with the school 
conducting a study on the amount 
of money it will need to improve the 
quality of its faculty and teaching 
facilities within, say, five years. 

‘Accomplishing this objective 
would be like shooting two birds 
with one stone. It will enable the 
school to fulfill its primary mission 
and, when word gets around the 
community about this achieve- 
ment, attract more students. And 
that means additional revenue. 

Using the money target as the 
benchmark, the school, in consulta- 
tion with its financial adviser, then 
figures out the terms and condi- 
tions of the debt paper it will issue 
to cover that amount. 

For example, if the money sought 


S orporate 


Palabrica). 
to be raised is PSO million, the solic- 
itation may have the following fea- 
tures: divided in tranches of P2 mil- 
lion, 10-year maturity, 5-percent in- 
terest payable quarterly starting the 
third year, and redeemable at the 
option of the school anytime before 
its maturity. 

Orin lieu of repayment of the prin- 
cipal, the money may be applied to 
the tuition fee of a child of the holder 
of the debt paper or anybody he may 
designate to enjoy that benefit 

Because of the school’s limited 
resources, issuances of this nature 
are usually unsecured or not cov- 
ered by a mortgage of properties. 
The school’s reputation serves as as- 
surance that it will live up to its 
commitments 


Registration 

A critical element in this funding 
scheme is the form and manner the 
debt paper shall be offered or sold 
to potential investors. 

If it will be made available to the 
general public, the school has to 
register it first with the Securities 
and Exchange Commission. 

‘The law requires public solicita- 
tion of investments, or securities, to 
be reviewed by the SEC to deter- 
mine their compliance with certain 
conditions before they can be sold 
or offered for sale to the public. 

The professional costs and out-of- 
pocket expenses of going through the 
registration process are not cheap. 

The faster and less expensive ap- 
proach often taken is to offer the 
debt paper to not more than 19 per- 
sons who are local residents during 
a 12-month period. 

This arrangement is considered 
an "exempt transaction" which ex- 
uses it from the requirement of pri- 
or registration with the SEC. 


World Bank to jack up loan to RP 


The benchmarks 
for the $2.2-billion 
package are: 

* a consolidated 
public sector debt to 
GDP ratio that is 
consistent with the 
sustained rapid de- 
dine in public debt 
to GDP ratio; 

s significant 
progress in improv- 


balancing the 


ing the tax effort and 


ernment budget by 


gov- 2008 as targeted by 


Although exempt from registra- 
tion, itis advisable that the "limited 
or private placement," as it is com- 
monly described, be brought to the 
attention of the SEC by way of a re- 
quest for confirmation that the sub- 
ject security need not be registered. 

A confirmation of the special sta- 
tus of the transaction by the SEC 
will put to rest all doubts about the 
validity of the offering. 


Target market 

1f the limited placement route is 
taken, the question arises: Where 
do you look for the 19 people or less 
who will invest in the security? 

From the experience of the 
schools that have used this financ- 
ing scheme, there is no dearth in the 
ranks of their successful alumni 
who want to "pay forward" or ex- 
press in monetary terms their grati- 
tude to their alma mater. 

The investment enables the alum- 
ni to help their school in its hour of 
need and, at the same time, get 
something in return by way of inter- 
ests, minimal they may be compared 
to what they would get if the same 
amount were invested elsewhere. 

Some alumni treat the placement 
as an advance payment of the tu- 
ition fee of their children in case 
they decide to enroll in the same 
school in the future, 

To date, this writer has yet to 
hear of schools that undertook this. 
limited placement arrangement 
reneging on their obligations to the 
investors or using the money for 
purposes other than those for which 
they. were intended. 

Not only have the school adminis- 
trators concemed used the invest- 
ments wisely, they have dutifully set 
aside a portion of their revenues regu- 
larly to cover the payment of interest. 
and, upon its maturity, the principal. 

Word of advice. There is no "one- 
size-fits-all" approach in this fund- 
raising scheme. Its terms and condi- 
tions will vary depending on the fi- 
nancial condition of the school and 
its objective for the solicitation. 

(For feedback, please write to rpal- 
abrica@inquirer: com. ph) 


From page B3 


the government, and progress on the broad- 
* significant 


er reform agenda. 


ANCHOR LAND ACQUIRES REAL 


Barely two monis afer it was olliciali isted in the Philippine Stock 


Exchange with more than 86 million new common shares, high- 

ise condominium developer Anchor Land Holdings. Inc. (PSE: ALHI) 
is ut to prove to its investors that it is indeed the fastest growing real 
esime company in the coo 


PRCI ... 


From page B3 


Dulay said that 
with the legal set- 
back suffered by the 
Cua group before 
the CÀ, the transac- 
tions involving the 
purchase of JTH 
Davies and the race- 
track deal will now 
be opened to scruti- 
ny and they (the 
group) will now 
have to explain be- 
fore the court why 
PRCI funds was 
used to buy a P25- 
million shell comipa- 
ny 

In effect, the CA 
has refused to stop 
the Makati RTC 
from hearing our 
case against the 
Malaysians and the 
Cua group, Dulay 
explained. 
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The relatively young company signed a memorandum of agreement 

wilh Spanish oe ste corporation ia bid to ire prime ls n 2 = $ 
Binda, Manila. Ku Tayoa 

Mi Steve Li stressed that their on-going projects and 
planned acquisitions are a testament to tbe commitment 
Of Anchor Land to serve the needs of their niche market, 
"he Filipino-Chinese Familie living in The Binondo area. 
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-We are enger to start another condominium project in 
Binondo because we know there is a huge demand 
high-quality condominium units among the 
Filipino-Chinese community,” Li snid. 


An the fourth quarter f he year, Anchor Land is also set to launch 
their wvostoner, I8-store residential condominium project inside 
Asean Park. an area near to the SM Mall of Asa. The project 
covering a 6,500-square meter aren, boasts of state-of-the-art 
Office and commercial spaces t the ground and podium evel. 


Anchor Land has definitely studied their niche market 
wel, The ty pial Filipino-Chinese utique way of life 
Jing and conducting hr business win the confines of eir 
homes, al Chinatown = has led Anchor Land to focus their 
projects in Binondo area, 


ii Anchor Lnd is riding high on the success ofits first venture three years 


ago. Ihe 33-store) Lee Tower in Binondo, Manila, and the 
upcoming turnover of is 2nd highrise condominium project, the 
33-storey Mayfair Tower along United Nations Avenue, Ermit 

Manila in the middle of 2008. Along Ongpin Street in Binondo, 
Anchor Land is developing Mandarin Square, a 39-storey 
condominium building projected to be completed by December 2009. 
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Singe its incorporation four years ngo, Anchor Land has 
been continuously building luxury condominium 
projects within Metro Manila. especially the Binondo 
aren where it plans to redefine their niche market's 
urban fing. 
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m Sickness. m Health... 


Maxicare is there. 


People will always tell you to Invest In assets that give you maximum returns. And so you Invest 
In things like the money market, real estate, jewelry, club memberships, and stocks. Yet, almost 
everyone will agree that the most Important thing In life - is life Itself. Because no matter how 
much returns your material assets give you, they are essentially useless If you are not healthy 
enough to enjoy them. When it comes to your health and well-being, get the best Investment: 
Maxicare. Your health is your ultimate wealth. Protect It. Maxicare it. 
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Maxicare Healtheare Corporation 

Hend Office Trunkline: 889-MAXI (6204) + 751-8819 / 751-5822 
Customer Care Call Center: 889.9000 + Toll Free: 1-800-10-889MAXI 
SMS Inquiry: 0918-849MAXI + Visit our wobsite: www.maxicare.com.ph 
Cebu Sales (032) 255-7257 / (032) 255-7258 * Davao Sales (082) 227-9366 
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The HP Officelet Pro K5300 is perfect for small lo medium-sized 
businesses. lts low cost per page and fast, high quality prints make this 
a great printer for any office that requires cost-efficient, high-volume 
printing. With the HP Officelet Pro K5300 you get laser quality text, 
photo quality prints and now great footwear. Gel a free pair of Crocs 
when you buy the HP OfficeJet Pro K5300 and Ihe other printers featured 
in this ad. Promotional offer has been extended to October 31, 2007. 
Now that’s a business proposition that’s hard to resist, 
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Proton increases 
export target 


Firm eyes talks with Indian partners 


BANGKOK—MALAYSIAS CARMAKER PRO- 
ton plans to raise annual car exports to 
100,000 within the next few years from about 
44,000 forecast for this fiscal year, chief execu- 
tive Syed Mohamed Tahir said on Thursday. 

‘The state-owned company expected a sub- 
stantial portion of its future exports to come 
from China and India where it hoped to es- 
tablish footholds soon, Tahir told reporters. 

Proton in July appointed Youngman Au- 
tomobile Group Ltd. as its distributor in 
China where it hoped to sell 30,000 cars 
under a rebadged Europestar brand over 20 
months from November, he said. 

"We will first ship complete built-up cars 
to China and switch to CKD exports from 
mid-2008,” Tahir told Reuters, referring to 
complete knocked-down kits. 
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Visitors view a model of the Airbus A380 superjumbo, the world's largest airliner, i 


Proton also has begun talks with potential In- 
dian partners, but it was premature to say when. 
the company would enter that market, he said. 

Of 44,000 Proton cars expected to be ex 
ported in the current financial year ending 
March 2008, excluding China, some 
16,000-17,000 would go to Iran and 4,000- 
5,000 to the United Kingdom. 

The Malaysian government has been in 
talks with Volkswagen, the world's fourth- 
largest carmaker, over the possible sale of a 
stake in loss-making Proton. 

Proton, which faces a shrinking market 
share, wants to tie up with a global carmaker 
to boost its sales and turn itself around. It ex- 
pects to return to profit this financial year. 

Proton appointed Phranakorn Auto Sales 
Ltd, as its Thai distributor. Reuters 
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BA buys Airbus superjumbos 


LONDON—BRITISH AIRWAYS announced 
a plane order worth $8.2 billion at list 
prices on Thursday, ending decades of loy- 
alty to Boeing's 747 jumbo with a switch to 
Airbus's new A380 superjumbo. 

‘The order for 12 superjumbos from Airbus 
and 24 787 Dreamliners from Boeing Co will 
replace 34 of the airline's longhaul fleet. 

BA chief executive Willie Walsh told re- 
porters the airline would use the superjum- 
bo to make best use of its limited take-off 
slots at London's crowded Heathrow air- 
port. 

He denied the company had experienced. 
political pressure to buy the superjumbo, 
the wings and engines of which will be built. 
in Britain. 

"There was absolutely none,” he told re- 
porters. “There was no contact, be it formal 
or informal. The decision was made in the 
best interest of British Airways. In the en- 
gines, the choice of Rolls-Royce was be- 
cause British is best." 


‘The mammoth A380 doubledecker has 4 & 
maximum seating capacity of 853 passen® 
gers, though most airlines plan to use con“ 
figurations of less than 650, which is stilla 
jump from the 747-400, which BA currently 
flies with a maximum of 351 seats. 

The aircraft will be delivered between 
2010 and 2014, and BA said it had also tak- 
en options for a further seven Airbus super- 
jumbos and 18 of Boeing's Dreamliners. 

The airline said both aircraft types would 
be powered by engines from Rolls-Royce, 
which said it could make up to $5 billion 
from the deal. 

BA said it was considering aircraft to re- 
place its remaining 37 Boeing 747s and is 
examining the Boeing 777-300 ER, the Air- 
bus A350XWB, as well as a stretched version 
of Boeings 787 Dreamliner, the 787-10, 
which the planemaker has yet to launch. 

"This puts big pressure on Boeing to ac- 
tually launch the 787-10," said one Lon- 
don-based brokerage analyst. Reuters 


TOKYO—JAPAN IS TAKING STEPS TO 
attract more container ships to its shores, 
driven by concerns that the waning for- 
tune of its ports could hurt the country's 
economy and industries. 

Over the past decade, an increasing 
amount of goods from Japan have been 
sent to a neighboring Asian trans-shipment 
hub, such as the South Korean port of Pu- 
san, instead of being shipped directly to 
their destination, adding to time and costs. 

Ken Abe, a deputy director at Japan's 
Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and 
‘Transport, said given Japan's expensive 
distribution costs, the move made sense 
if goods were being moved from areas on 
the coast facing South Korea. 

“The trouble is that even large 
Japanese ports like Tokyo, Yokohama, 
Nagoya, Osaka and Kobe... are facing the 
same problem despite the fact that it 
should be more efficient to ship goods di- 
rectly from there,” Abe said. 

‘Trans-shipment of goods from Japan 
rose to 15.5 percent in 2003, up from 2.1 
percent in 1993, official data showed. 

Alarmed by the situation, Japan in 
2004 launched a long-term project to ex- 
pand and improve port efficiency. 

Japan has about 60 container ports but 


Japan moves to attract more 
container ships amid slump 


the project, according to industry 
sources, calls for concentrating on three 
regional ports. 

These are Tokyo-Yokohama, Nagoya- 
Yokkaichi and Osaka-Kobe, with some 
52.4 billion yen earmarked for fiscal 
2008 alone for improvement measures, 
up 37.5 percent year-on-year. 

‘The measures include steps to trim the 
time needed for goods to be unloaded 
and moved through customs from the 
current roughly three days to one day, 
putting iton a par with Singapore. 

Italso hopes to cut handling costs by about 
30 percent, which would make it about equal 
to Pusan and Taiwan's Kaohsiung. 

Steps are also being taken to improve 
shallow port drafts. 

Tokyo, Japan's top container port in 
volume, is due to have three ports with a 
draft of 15-16 meters to accommodate 
the world's large vessels. 

An official at the Tokyo harbor authori- 
ty said work on the first of the three ports 
started in April but won't be finished un- 
til by around 2013 or 2014. 

Japan's ports have been eclipsed by their 
Asian rivals, worrying Japanese industries, 
although many have moved production cen- 
ters overseas due to lower costs. — Reuters 
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BANKING ON BIRDS AND TREES 
= SHOW POSITIVE RESULTS 
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Tio ee, the latest addition to the 
Jollibee dining chain, comes up with a 
new menu that will surely draw the ‘masa’ 


By Tina Arceo-Dumlao 


'HEN IT COMES TO SELL- 
W ing quality food at afford- 
able prices, the Jollibee 


group has few equals. 

But while the fast-food giant is riding high 
on the unabated expansion of its Jollibee, 
Chowking, Greenwich, Delifrance and Red 
Ribbon branch networks, it is nevertheless 
aware that not all Filipinos can afford to eat its 
meals. 

Jollibee estimates that only one of five Fil- 
ipinos can afford to regularly eat at any of its 
stores, with costas the main reason. 

Jollibee, however, believes that all Filipinos 
should have access to good food. 

It was this desire to “bring the joy of eating 
to everyone” that led the group, through Jol- 
libee Foundation, to set up the Tio Pepe 


karinderia in Edsa Central, Pasig City, which 
started operations last July. 

Tio Pepe has SO food items on its 
menu—from tuyo and champurado for break- 
fast to beef caldereta and rice for 
ner—which were tried and tested and subject- 
ed to quality control in the kitchens of the Jol- 
libee group. 

‘These were developed with the low-income 
Filipinos in mind, thus the viands sell for as 
low as P29 for lumpia and rice to a maximum 
of P49 for the beef caldereta. Tuyo and cham- 
purado goes for P18 and coffee sells for PS. All 
‘meals come with free soup. 


Self-service 

What's more, patrons get to eat their 
food in clean surroundings and with clean 
plates and utensils. It is a self-service 
carinderia, but there are waiters to help 
bring their meals to their table and to clean 
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up after they've had their fill. 

Just two months after it opened, the 120- 
square meter Tio Pepe counts messengers, 
drivers, janitors and even taho vendors among 
its loyal patrons. They happily eat side by side. 
with office workers in their smart clothes who 
also wantto extend their food budget. 


"What we are trying to do is set standard for 
food service to the masses, make it convenient 
and sanitary for them," explains Jollibee Foun- 
dation president Grace Tan Caktiong, “It is al- 
so a way to help the entire carinderia industry 
to upgrade." 
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"Winning OFW Tales 


WITH MORE THAN 8 MILLION FIL- 
ipino workers scattered in 140 
countries worldwide, almost every 
Filipino knows an overseas Filipino 
worker (OFW) or at least a member 
of an OFW family. Some people's 
knowledge may be limited to the 
stories on the triumphs and success- 
es of these OFWs and their families 
as they can only see the house, ap- 
pliances and gadgets they own 
‘along with a more comfortable 

festyle. What others may fail to re- 
'alize or take for granted are the sac- 
rifices and struggles that these 
OFWs and their families are com- 
pelled to live with in exchange for a 
better life. 

‘These interesting lives of OFWs as 
they cope with living away from 
their loved ones while their families 

‚bear the absence of a spouse, parent 

‘or sibling are what “Dahil Sa Yong 
Paglisan (Pamilyang OFW)” centers 
on. Aired Sundays 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
on QTV 11, this weekly drama an- 
thology hosted by — Miriam 
Quiambao features powerful combi- 
nation of upcoming talents and vet- 
eran actors and actresses as they 
bring to life the true stories of select- 
‘ed OFWs and their families under 
highly talented directors Gina Alajar, 
Soxy Topacio and Phil Noble. 

Viewers of “Dahil Sa "Yong 
Paglisan (Pamilyang OFW)” not on- 
ly get to enjoy poignant episodes 


but likewise learn vital lessons in 
life magnified by Quiambao's coun- 
sel as a life coach regarding signifi- 
cant Filipino values that are crucial 
to the survival of OFW families. 

As “Dahil Sa "Yong Paglisan (Pam- 
ilyang OFW)" concluded its second 
season May 20, it is pleased to pre- 
sent Pamilyang OFW “Mga Waging 
Kwento” Mofya Special Series in its 
effort to enjoin the Overseas Work- 
ers Welfare Administration (Owwa) 
in giving due recognition to excep- 
tional OFWs and their families via 
its Model OFW Family of the Year 
‘Award (Mofya). 

Now on its second year, the 
Owwa award aims to emphasi 
the significance of solidarity within 
the family unit to survive the multi- 
faceted issues faced by OFW fami- 
lies. Owwa acknowledges the sacri- 
fice, hard work and family team- 
work necessary in maximizing the 
benefits of being an OFW family. In 
the search for model OFW families, 
Owwa acknowledges achievements 
in entrepreneurship along with the 
ability to generate employment op- 
portunities. These factors establish 
how these OFWs and their families 
manage not only to cope but realize 
their potentials and contribute to 
the community as well 

The special series will showcase 
the tales of Mofya winners and fi- 
nalists in their struggles and how 


they successfully cope with OFW 
life. These stories are truly in line 
with what "Dahil Sa "Yong Paglisan 
(Pamilyang OFW)" stood for-inspir- 
ing others to do good for the family 
community and the country. 

“Dahil Sa "Yong Paglisan (Pam- 
ilyang OFW)" is produced by Seg- 
ments & Clips Productions Inc 
(Saci), an infotainment company 
with the thrust on producing sensi- 
ble films, radio and television 
shows that center on issues con- 
cerning women and children, mi- 
gration, education, culture, health 
and the environment. 

With the success of "Dahil Sa 
"Yong Paglisan (Pamilyang OFW)" 
in its first and second seasons, Saci 
is bringing DSIP closer to more Fil- 
ipinos who can enjoy and identify 
with this heartwarming drama se- 
ries. Via RPN USA through the Viva 
Pinoy Pack under the Dish Network, 
Saci proudly presents “Dahil Sa 
"Yong Paglisan... in America”. 
Scheduled to be aired twice every 
Sunday including a primetime slot 
at 8 p.m. PST and twice every 
Wednesdays, Filipinos in 50 US 
states will soon be able to enjoy this 
weekly drama anthology the way 
viewers in the Philippines have. 

For more information on “Dahil 
Sa "Yong Paglisan (Pamilyang 
OFW)”, log on to wwwofwpam- 
ilya.com.ph. 


Enjoying the Mabuhay-Aloha Festival at the Bishop Museum, 
Honolulu to launch QYOUBEE, a new calling service by Quat- 
tro Broadband in cooperation with Globe Kababayan, are 
(from left): Mito Ablan, QYOUBEE distributor (Hawaii), Sandy 
Bello, Globe Telecom migrant segment business manager, Al- 
bert Villanueva, Quattro Broadband VP operations, Alan Sup- 
net, Globe Telecom strategic communities head, Mel Castro, 


29th Family Rosary Crusade at SCC 

THE STA. CATALINA COLLEGE IN LEGARDA, MANILA WILL HOLD ITS 
Family Rosary Crusade nine-day novena from Sept. 28 to Oct. 6, at the 
‘SCC Chapel. The schedule of this year's celebration, theme and Mass 
xelebrants for each day are as follows: Sept. 28, 3 p.m. “The Rosary and 
the Youth of Today" - Bishop Profugo; Sept. 29, 3 p.m. "The Rosary: A 
Way Towards National Healing and Reconciliation" - Fr. Alfredo Sabado, 
SVD; Sept. 30, 8 a.m. "The Rosary and Its Relevance to the Signs of the 
Times" - Fr. Winston Cabading, OP; Oct. 1, 3 p.m. "The Rosary as 
Source of Strength for the Filipino People - Fr. Robert Reyes, OP; Oct. 2, 
3 p.m. "The Rosary and Empowerment of the Laity Towards Integral 
Renewal" - Rev. Fr. Gerard Timoner, OP; Oct. 3, 3pm "Women with the 
Rosary...Transforming Lives" - Fr. Richard Ang, OP; Oct. 4, 3 p.m. 

2 "Building and Strengthening Communities Through the Rosary” - Fr. 

-Enrico Gonzales, OP; Oct. 5, 3 p.m. "Mary, Wellspring of Peace and 
Model of Faith" - Fr. Christian Buenafe, OCarm; Oct. 6, 2:30 p.m. “The 
Filipino Family With the Rosary Towards Social Transformation" - Msgr. 
Sabino Vengco, Jr.; Salve Regina, Blessing, Despedida Ala Virgen - Ms- 
gr. Vicente Bauson. The procession will start from SCC Campus; right 
to Legarda St., U-turn to flyover, right to Sta. Teresita St., left to G. Tua- 
zon, left to J. Fajardo, left to Earnshaw, left to Manrique, left to Lardiza- 
bal, right to Jhocson, left to Legarda, then back to SCC Campus. Every- 
body is Invited to join this year's FRC novena and procession. 


‘Siena QC Rosary Crusade turns 40 
THE ROSARY CRUSADE OF SIENA COLLEGE OF QUEZON CITY WILL 
HAVE another milestone as it turns forty this year with the theme: 
"Mary, Mother of God, Queen of the Family". The novena-masses in 
honor of Our Lady of the Holy Rosary will be held at 7:30 a.m. on Sept, 
27-29 and Oct. 1-4 and at 7 a.m. on Sunday, Sept. 30 at the College 
Chapel at the 3rd floor of the main building. On the ninth day, Oct. 5, the 
Eucharistic celebration will be presided over by Most Reverend Honesto 
Ongtioco, DD Bishop of the Diocese of Cubao after the novena prayers 
"which will start at 1:15 p.m. at the Siena Hall. The grand procession will 
immediately follow the mass. There will also be an exhibit of photos of 
the Siena Rosary Crusade celebrations through the years at the main 
lobby during the novena days and the rest of October. 


MMC symposium on Emergency Medicine 

THE MAKATI MEDICAL CENTER'S DEPARTMENT OF EMERGENCY 
Medicine in cooperation with the Philippine College of Emergency 
Medicine and Acute Care Inc (PCEMAC) will hold the 8th Annual Sym- 
posium in Emergency Medicine on Sept. 27 and 28, at the SGV Hall, 
AIM Conference Center, Makati City. The symposium aims to update 
and help further improve the diagnosis, management and treatment of 
acute and urgent illnesses and injuries that require immediate medical 
attention. The 2-day event is open to residents, consultants, nurses, 
EMTs, and hospital administrators. On-site registration fees are P1,200 
and P1,400 for non-PCEMAC member consultants. For inquiries, please 
call 888-8910, and look for any of the following: Dr. Eliza Teodosio, Dr. 
Amado Flores Ill, Dr. Venus Calingasan, Dr. Mary Grace Lim, Dr. Cathe- 
rina Mauricio-Recio, or Dr. Marierose Mendoza, or e-mail emergen- 
cy@makatimed.net.ph. 


director. 


Quattro Broadband president and COO, Heidi Dyangko, Globe 
Telecom international business development territory man- 
ager, Honolulu City and County Mayor Mufi Hannemann, 
Romeo Garcia, Mayor's aide, Ni 
head of international services, Baybee Hufana-Ablan, QY- 
OUBEE distributor (Hawail) and Linda Chalk, Bishop Museum 


(0 Acosta, Globe Telecom 
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PETRON DONATES P | M FOR SCHOOL DESIGN COMPETITION 


Petron Foundation executive director Malu Emi 
(middle) tums over a check for P1 milion to Defense 
Secretary Gilberto Teodoro Jr (2nd from L) in sup- 
port of the National Disaster Coordinating Council's 
(NDCC) ‘Be Better-Build Better project. The project. 
aims to conduct an international competition to de- 
sign and build cost-effective and energy-efficient 
school buildings able to withstand earthquakes, 
floods and other natural disasters. With the DPWH, 
DepEd, OND, and the Private Sector Disaster Man- 
‘agement Network (PSDMN) as major partners, the 
project hopes to have the winning design adopted as 


the standard for future public school-building con- 
struction. Announcement of the winning design is 
scheduled for March 2008 and its actual construc- 
tion will be in Albay on April 2008. Petron's sponsor- 
ship of the projects in line with its own school- 
building program, which started in June 2002. 
Petron has already buit 13 school buildings and wil 
build another 10 by the end of this year. Also shown. 
are Meralco Foundation president and PSOMN chair 
Alex Escano (left), Petron public affairs manager Vir- 
ginia Ruivivar (2nd from left) and Camarines Sur 
Governor E-Ray Villafuerte Jr (right) 


Honda adjusts CR-V prices 


HONDA CARS PHILIPPINES INC HAS 
bared plans to adjust prices of its popular 
SUV the CR-V Introduced in March 2007, 
Honda CRV has rocketed to the top of the 
SUV sales chart. To date, some 2,400 CR-Vs 
have already been delivered to happy cus- 
tomers. From its introductory prices, Hon- 
da plans to bring CR-V prices to normal lev- 
els. Effective Oct. 15, the automatic trans- 
mission CR-Vs will be increased by P10,000 
and P15,000 for the manual transmission. 
Honda CR-V with automatic transmission 
will be priced P1,270,000 for the 2.0-liter 
variant and P1,470,000 for the 2.4-liter 
variant while the 2.0 liter with manual 
transmission will be priced P1,220,000. 

The CR-Vs are both available with 2.4-liter 
(DOHC, 170ps @ 5800 rpm) and 2.0 liter 
(SOHC, 150ps @ 6200 rpm) in i-VTEC con- 
figuration that delivers a perfect balance of 
power and fuel efficiency. 

First introduced in the Philippines in 1997, 
the Honda CR-V boasts of a comfortable ride, 


being developed from a passenger car plat- 
form. While most SUVs are created from 
pick-up trucks, the CR-V traces its roots from 
Honda's popular sedan Civic, giving it the 
most comfortable ride among SUVs and per- 
fect for the everyday commute. 

With Honda's patented Real Time 4WD, 
the CR-V possesses SUV characteristics that 
more than meet the need for ordinary driv- 
ing. The Real Time 4WD switches into 4x4 
mode whenever it senses a slip in front drive 
wheels, without the need to operate switch- 
es. It automatically engages all-wheel power 
whenever greater traction is required. 

The CRV comes in exciting colors: 
Nighthawk Black Pearl, Ruby Red Pearl, 
Sparkle Gray, and Satellite Silver. Exclusive 
colors available for the 2.0-li model are Al- 
abaster Silver Metallic and Taffetta White. 
For the 2.4-li model, exclusive colors are Bril- 
liant White Pearl and Silverstone. 

For more details, call any Honda dealer- 
ship or log on to wwwhondaphil.com. 


Power up your Jazz 


GET MORE HORSEPOWER FROM YOUR HONDA 
Jazz or Honda City with the addition of SpeedLab's 
Stainless Steel headers. Made from T304 tubular 
Stainless steel that will not rust or crack, SpeedLab's 
Jazz headers also feature bigger exhaust tubing for 
increased exhaust flow, giving you more horsepow- 


er and torque for better acceleration. 


Dyno tested and proven at SpeedLab's in-house 


testing facilities, these headers give an additional 6 
to 10hp over stock. The headers are a direct bolt-on 
for all Honda Jazz and City models 1.3L and 1.5L, 
with no further modifications. Get them at Speed- 


Lab at 871 Quezon Avenue, Que- 
zon City, or call 376-4648/51, or 
log on to www.speedlab.com.ph 
for more information. 


Isuzu sponsors RP-Japan Racing Festival 


ISUZU PHILIPPINES CORP CONTINUES 
to show its full support of the Philippines" 
ties with Japan, as it sponsored the 2nd 
Isuzu Racing Cup that coincided with this 
years PhilippinesJapan Racing Festival 
(PJRF) held Sep. 2 at the San Lazaro 
Leisure Park in Carmona, Cavite. 

IPC began the Isuzu Racing Cup last year, in 
which the PJRF commemorated the Golden 
Jubilee celebration of Philippines Japan 
Friendship, or the normalization of diplomatic 
ties between the two nations in 1956. This 
year’s PJRF was equally special as it marked the 
140ch anniversary of the Manila Jockey Club. 

“The government of Japan is absolutely in 
support of this racing festival, which is geared 
toward shaping a more comprehensive part- 
nership between the Philippines and Japan,” 
said outgoing Japanese Ambassador Ryuichiro 
‘Yamazaki. 

Even President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo en- 
dorsed the event. "This racing festival is an op- 
portunity for Filipino and Japanese business- 
‘men to interact among themselves while pro- 
mating horse racing as a sport,” the President 
said. 

Isuzu is likewise a firm advocate of Philip- 
pine-Japan relations. For the company’s part, it 
believes that it helps foster diplomatic ties be- 
tween these two nations by continuing to as- 
semble excellent Japanese-brand vehicles that 
Filipinos can completely trust and patronize. 

"Just like the Manila Jockey Club, which has 
promoted excellence in racing for 140 years, 
Isuzu will always be synonymous with the best 
in diesel transportation through its commercial 
vehicles and diesel engines,” stressed IPC presi- 
dent Keiji Takeda. “Our fuel-efficient engines 
assist Filipinos in propping up their national 
economy Itis with pride and joy that we do our 
share in this country’s nation-building pro- 


gram! 

Just like the horses that participated in this 
years Isuzu Racing Cup, the Alterra, the D-Max 
and the Crosswind all race toward a common 
goal. That goal is to consistently serve as a 
faultless example of Japanese excellence to the 
Filipino people, so that the ties between the 
two great nations of the Philippines and Japan 
will continue to grow stronger and closer. 


THIS YEAR'S PJRF was equally special as it 
‘marked the 140th anniversary of the Manila Jockey 
Club. Executives present, from left, were IPC vice 
president for corporate business Arthur Balmadrid, 


IPC executive vice president Kazuhiko Sho, MJC 
chair and CEO lawyer Alfonso Reyno Jr, outgoing 
Japanese Ambassador to the Philippines Ryuichiro 
‘Yamazaki, and IPC president Kelj Takeda 


PALANCA AWARDEE FOR ONE-ACT PLAY 


The Carlos Palanca Memorial Awards for Litera- 
ture recently conferred the first prize in the One- 
Act Play category to Debbie Ann Tan for her work. 
"Time Waits.’ With Tan (3rd from left) are (from 
left) Marne L. Kilates, chair, poetry; Nicanor Tiong- 
son. char. full-length play. Frank G. Rivera, char. 


+ * 


one-act play; Nemie Bermejo, project manager of 
Palanca Foundation; and Sylvia Palanca-Quirino, 
director general of Palanca Foundation. Estab- 
lished in 1950 to honor Don Carlos Palanca Sr, the 
awards aim to serve as an incentive for Filipino 
waiters to craft their outstanding literary works. 
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By Anna Marie Periquet 
|. Chair, Young Entrepreneurs 
Group-Asia Pacific 


OR THE LAST 14 YEARS IT 

has been my longstanding 

mission to promote the spir- 
it of entrepreneurship among the 
youth not only in the Philippines, 
but in the Asia-Pacific region as 
well. 

Entrepreneurship, defined as the abili- 
ty to marshal resources in order to seize 
new business opportunities which have 
uncertain outcomes, has gained renewed 
importance. It has become central to eco- 
nomic growth in light of the rapid ad- 
vancement of information technology 
and growing importance of knowledge. 

The new economy now calls for innova- 
tive ideas, individual initiative, rather 
than organizational discipline, adjustabil- 
ity and greater speed in taking decisions 
which I must say is what entrepreneur- 
ship is all about. 

The renewed importance of en- 
trepreneurship is reflected in the 11th 
Apec Ministerial Meeting of SMEs held in 
Chile in 2004. The ministers welcomed 
the “Santiago Agenda on Entrepreneur- 
ship” which identified best entrepreneuri- 
al practices and reinforced the need for 
their implementation. , 

The agenda seeks to share the experi- 
ences of Apec member-economies in creat- 
ing a healthy business environment to fos- 
ter growth and innovation for SMEs. It calls 
for public sector intervention in the region- 
aleconomy to ensure that entrepreneurship 
promotion policies are developed to pro- 
mote growth and job creation as well as en- 
courage SME innovation. 

In addition to ways to promote new 
ventures, the agenda acknowledges the 
justification for public intervention for 
reasons of overcoming economic instabil- 
ity, disadvantages based on ethnicity, im- 
balances between rural and urban devel- 
opment, and gender inequity. 

While priority accorded to individual 
objectives of the agenda varies between 
economies, specific areas have been iden- 
tified where public intervention and the 
development of stronger policies for en- 
trepreneurship promotion may be partic- 
ularly useful. 

Further, a series of recommendations 
and actions have been noted of each of 
these four areas: developing human capi- 
tal, access to funding, removing barriers 
to new business creation, and innovation 
and technology. 


Very much alive 

Entrepreneurship is very much alive in 
the Philippines. The great bulk of local en- 
terprises are micro-enterprises, making 
up 91.9 percent, with small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs) comprising only 7.8 
percent of the total number of enterpris- 

|- es. Large enterprises account for a mere 
0.33 percent of total enterprises. 

The Philippine government recognizes 
that entrepreneurship is a strategic inter- 
vention that could hasten rural develop- 
ment process. Among the 10-point agenda 
of President Macapagal-Arroyo is the cre- 
ation of six million jobs in six years through 
‘more opportunities given to entrepreneurs. 

Furthermore, the President had created 
the Office of the Presidential Consultant 
for Entrepreneurship in 2005 whose man- 
date is the creation of three million en- 
trepreneurs by the end of Ms Arroyo's 
term in 2010. 

In addition, the Philippines also enacted 
Republic Act No. 9178, a law that pro- 
motes the establishment of Barangay Mi- 
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PERIQUET 
“TI think given the right 
exposure, opportunities 
and training, the 
entrepreneurial talents 
of more young Filipinos 
will surely surface.’ 


IMGUAO PUNZAUN 


cro Business Enterprises by providing in- 
centives and benefits in promoting the for- 
mation of micro enterprises, which serve 
as seedbeds of Filipino entrepreneurial tal- 
ents, by giving them fiscal and non-fiscal 
incentives that will help them survive and 
grow into viable enterprises. 

Recognizing the need for a framework 
and detailed strategies to promoting the 
culture of entrepreneurship and of develop- 
ing the SME sector, the Philippines has pre- 
pared the National SME Agenda which has 
now been integrated into a Medium Enter- 
prise Development Plan for 2006-2010. 

‘The main objective of the agenda is the 
expansion of the enterprise by graduating 
micro and small enterprise to higher levels 
of business undertakings and upgrading 
their productivity and value added capa- 
bilities. It has five functional areas, name- 
ly: financing, human resource develop- 
ment and entrepreneurship training, mar- 
ket development, product development, 
and advocacy for enabling environment. 

The SME Development Plan 2004 to 
2010 aims to transform the SME sector in- 
to a significant contributor to national de- 
velopment by 2010. This vision shall be at- 
tained through clear and integrated strate- 
gies to attain global competitiveness for 
Philippine SMEs, within a supportive oper- 
ating domestic climate. The plan details 
strategies and corresponding programs 
drawn up through extensive and joint ef- 
forts between the private business sector 
and concerned government entities. 


PCCl as catalyst 

The Philippine Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (PCCI), the biggest business 
organization in the Philippines, recog- 
nizes that entrepreneurship is a critical el- 
ement of SME development and in na- 
tional economic progress. 

As such, PCCI is a critical catalyst in 
building globally competitive enterprises 
in partnership with local chambers and 
other business organizations. This vision 
is achieved through focused advocacy for 
business growth, strategic business ser- 
vices, particularly small and medium en- 
terprises, and national and international 
business networking resulting in sustain- 
able economic growth for the long term 
benefit of our business and people. 

In pursuit of this mission, the PCCI com- 
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You may ask: A 
Why entrepreneurship? 


mittee on entrepreneurship has implement- 
ed several programs and activities on en- 
trepreneurial development. These include, 
among others, interaction and collabora- 
tion among PCCI entrepreneur members 
through database building, roundtable dis- 
cussions, enhancement of entrepreneurial 
opportunities through PCCIs nationwide 
network, conduct of entrepreneurship sem- 
inars in universities for students, conduct of 
management and skills training courses for 
existing and prospective entrepreneurs and 
their workforce, and the conduct of best 
business plan competitions. 

‘Some people say Filipinos are not of the 
entrepreneurial kind. They say this with 
the observation that most of us have that 
employee mentality. A student leaves 
school with high hopes of getting a job at 
some firm, without having considered 
that he could start up his own business 
and be his own boss. 

While this may be true, I would still pre- 
fer to think that given the right exposure, 
opportunities and training, the en- 
trepreneurial talents and capabilities of 
more young Filipinos will surely surface. 
Our nation is stil young, and we are still 
discovering our strengths and weaknesses. 

Perhaps itis early to say what we can or 
cannot do. Things do change, and change 
constantly. This is why I look at things 
positively. As things change, we can al- 
ways hope that they change for the better, 
forthe common good ofthe country. 

Our generation is most fortunate be- 
cause there is a heightened attention given 
to the youth sector today, not only within 
the country but globally as well, in the op- 
portunities surrounding entrepreneurship. 

‘And why not? The youth comprises 60 
percent of our population. From a busi- 
ness perspective, this sector is a large 
market segment just by the sheer number 
of young people and their varied inter- 
ests. However, it does not stop there. 

With that sheer number of young peo- 
ple, multiplied to their numerous interests, 
imagine the countless ideas and talents 
that this sector could contribute to society. 
However, it is this sector that is sadly lack- 
ing in resources and opportunities. 

Yet, the good news is that more and 
more attention is being given to the youth 
by government and nongovernment 
agencies alike. 

Ever since, I have pinned my high hopes 
on the strength of entrepreneurship. I have 
always espoused that it serves as the an- 
chorto any business and economy. 

Ialso believe that it is a solution to the 
alarming problem of poverty, unemploy- 
ment and underemployment many devel- 
oping countries are facing today. 

T believe the entrepreneurial talent of a 
business person can be nurtured with the 
right environment. This does not only re- 
fer to the legal and regulatory framework 
nor the financial resources and institu- 
tions nor training programs of a country 
for entrepreneurs. 

Equally important are the business prac- 
tices and social attitudes of the country on 
entrepreneurs and entrepreneurship. Stud- 
ies show that countries that have recog- 
nized entrepreneurs and entrepreneurship 
have generally showed better economic 
performance in these challenging times. 

In these countries, developing en- 
trepreneurs and entrepreneurship does not 
only mean changing the mindset of busi- 
ness persons but also the attitude of society 
toward them. Entrepreneurs can only be- 
come more successful in a society that em- 
braces positive aspects of entrepreneurship. 

The dynamic state of entrepreneurship 
in the Philippines is a clear indication of a 
better and brighter future for the econo- 
my 


Good food in a 


It is her belief that the masses also deserve. 
service and quality that the richer Filipinos get, 
and often take for granted. They do not have 
to make do with eating in unhygienic sur- 
roundings. 

‘Tan Caktiong says it took about a year for 
the foundation, with the support of Chowking 
chief executive officer Rafael dela Rosa, to 
transform Tio Pepe from vision to reality. 

‘This is because the Chowking management 
team and cooks spent a lot of time and effort 
on preparing all the ingredients that will make 
a good restaurant concept—menu, systems, 
even pricing—because Tio Pepe is envisioned 
to bea selfsustaining restaurant. 


Doing very well 

Dela Rosa says he chose the name “Tio 
Pepe” because all Filipinos have a favorite un- 
de, that special relative the family can count 
on for treats, and Pepe is a name that every- 
body understands, across geographies and 
generations. 

Tio Pepe has struck a chord with the masses 
and Dela Rosa couldn't be happier 

"The first store is doing very well because of 


A Lu 


classy ‘carinderia’ ssm 


‘THE OPENING of Tio Pepe was graced bya 
taho vendor, one of its target customers. 


affordable, delicious products, fast service, 
clean store and appeal to broad segments of 
customers from D to B,” Dela Rosa says, “the 
learnings provide a sense of exciting possibili- 
ties forexpansion." 


Local suppliers. 

“Tan Caktiong adds that the plan is to perfect 
the Tio Pepe system first before eventually get- 
ting small entrepreneurs to cooperate in the 
project by becoming preferred suppliers. 


à A 


She explains that swengthening the coun- 
trys network of vegetables, meat and season- 
ings suppliers is part of the foundation's vision 
of helping provide livelihood to Filipinos. 

Connecting Tio Pepe directly to suppliers 
will also help keep the food prices low, while 
giving increased income to the entrepreneurs 
in the countryside. 

‘Once that supply chain is solidified, Tio 
Pepe will likewise be opened to franchising, 
but willbe limited to small entrepreneurs who 
are looking to build a business. 

‘The foundation is looking to build similar 
supplier relationships for the other Jollibee 
concepts. 

Chowking, for instance, has tapped a farm- 
er? group in Bulacan to supply the store with 
chili pepper, which it currently imports from 
China, while Jollibee is working at developing 
suppliers of white onions in Nueva Ecija. 

Tan Caktiong says that by doing these pro- 
jects, the entrepreneurs will directly benefit 
from the groups growth both here and 
E 

This should make the group's food taste 
even better. 
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Acer recommends Windows Vista® 
Home Premium. 


Get a chance to win exciting prizes for every purchase of any 
Acer Aspire or TravelMate notebook models during the 42nd BPI 
Installment Madness at the Glorietta Activity Center from 
September 28-October 16, 2007. 


To win, simply scratch off the silver strip to reveal your prize. 
Remember, the more Acer Aspire or TravelMate notebook 
purchase, the more chances of winning! 


Hurry, visit your favorite computer shops now! 


Aspire 5920G-302G16N 
SRP: 89,900.00 (7,491.67/mo. x 12mos.) 


With Genuine Microsoft® Windows Vista® Home Premium 
Powered by Intel® Centrino® Duo Mobile Processor Technology 
with Intel® Core™2 Duo Processor T7300 


TravelMate 01G16 
SRP: 79,900.00 (6,658.33/mo. x 12mos.) 


With Genuine Microsoft® Windows Vista? Home Premium 
Powered by Intel® Centrino? Duo Mobile Processor Technology 
with Intel® Core™2 Duo Processor T7300 
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Farmers’ co-op bank 
bats for quality labelin 


Move aimed at making clients’ products competitive 


By Delmar Cariño 
1 ` Inquirer Northern Luzon 


iggest cooperative bank for vegetable farmers 


L: TRINIDAD, BENGUET—THE PROVINCE'S 


moving beyond its regular savings and loan 
services to push for two marketing initiatives aimed at 
making its clients’ products more competitive. 


The Cooperative Bank of 
Benguet (CBB), housed in a 
+. three-story building along the 
busiest street leading to the 
vegetable trading post here, is 
mapping out strategies to pilot 
what it called as "toll packing 
plant" and "quality labeling" for 
vegetables. 
These two projects, accord- 
ing to Gerry Lab-oyan, bank 
Z2; general manager, will fill in the 
gap of the Department of Agri- 
culture's cold chain system that 
ill link the farmers’ crops to in- 
stitutional buyers in the 
metropolitan area. 


Active player 
‘These moves would turn the 
* bank asa direct and active play- 
er of the province's multi-mi 
lion vegetable industry, he said. 
Lab-oyan, who also heads the 
New Benguet Chamber of Com- 
merce, said the toll packing 


iw 


plant and labeling would com- 
plement the functions of pre- 
coolers and minimum process- 
ing plants for newly harvested 
vegetables. 

“The facility will subject the 
vegetables to rigid standards of 
sanitation that will cleanse 
them of micro organisms. Once 
they are certified to be clean, 
they will be packed and marked 
with quality seals," he said. 

The labels will contain infor- 
mation that the vegetables 
come from Benguet, erasing the 
wrong "branding" that high- 
land vegetables come from 
Baguio City, he said. 


Some problems 

"And since the fad now for 
the food business is to promote 
health and wellness, quality la- 
beling will become our farmers" 
competitive edge," he said. 


But the PlO-million seed 
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A CONCIERGE service that goes out ofits way to satisfy dients has helped grow 
American Express Peso Platinum card member base in the past three years. 


‚Amex raises bar 
“for personalized service 


JUST THREE YEARS AFTER ITS 
launch, American Express Peso 
Platinum card has grown its busi- 
ness by offering a concierge ser- 
vice like no other in the industry. 

Just recently the American Ex- 
press Platinum concierge service 
contacted South African athlete 
Roland Schoeman, holder of three 
world records in swimming, upon a 
card member's request. Schoeman 
is based in Tucson, Arizona. 

Grace D. Limjap, Amex card 
marketing head, said the member 
asked for help on how he could 

3 train with Schoeman. "The client 

= wanted to know if we could make 

his dream possible and we did." 

© Amex got in touch with the ath- 
lete, who replied after a few days 
that he could conduct the personal 
training for the member 

This personalized service, nev- 
ertheless, is not unique to Peso 
Platinum card holders. Amex 
card members in the region enjoy 

.: a similar service. The bonus for 

^ Peso Platinum clients is that when 
in Hong Kong, Singapore and 
other Asian cities, they can avail 
of the same service—thanks to 
 Amex's regional setup. 

‘Thus, when a Hong Kong based 
Amex card member required assis- 
tance in purchasing 50 cups of Haa- 
gen Dazs ice cream to be delivered 
1o a friend in Makati the next day, 
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getting support from the local 
concierge was easy. Amexs Philip- 
pine office assisted its Hong Kong 
‘counterpart in purchasing and de- 
livering the product. 

“Our concierge called the Haa- 
gen Dazs shops in Makati, and was 
able to coordinate with the Gloriet- 
ta branch in guaranteeing 50 pieces 
of assorted ice cream cups to be 
picked up at the designated time. 
‘The concierge then arranged for the 
pick-up and delivery of the products 
to the Enterprise Center at 2 p.m. 
‘on July 6," Limjap recalled. 

‚Also recently, Amex received an 
‘overseas call from another card 
‘member requesting for delivery ofa 
chocolate ice cream cake with flow- 
ers to mark the birthday of his 
mother who lives in Alabang. The 
cake was delivered on the day as re- 
‘quested by the client. 

‘Both here and in eight countries 
in the Asia Pacific, American Ex- 
press Peso Platinum card members 
have become accustomed to having 
the concierge service do restaurant 
and hotel bookings for them, assist 
in sourcing hard-to-find items, and 
fulfill other unique requests. 

"They know that Amex takes its 
concierge service seriously and will 
pull out all stops to please a client. 
‘That's what distinguishes our pre- 
mium service from that offered by 
others," Limjap said. 
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THE BANK plays an active part in 
the province's vegetable industry 


fund needed to put in place the 
toll packing plant and labeling 
project might meet some prob- 
Jems though, Lab-oyan sai 

The provinces organic en- 
trepreneurs, Department of 
"Trade and Industry (DTI) and 
the New Benguet Chamber of 
Commerce are supporting the 
project. 

But they said the absence of a 
provincial investment code and 
a provincial investment promo- 
tions development council 
could pose as obstacles. 

Christine Abellon, an organic 
businesswoman, and Vilma 
Cruz-Abad, DTI provincial in- 
vestment promotions officer, 
said there is a need to know the 


province's "rules of the game" 
on investments since the pro- 
jects need a continuous flow of 
capital. 

“We want to learn the in- 
vestment climate local offi- 
cials would provide us since 
the projects would be initiated 
by the private sector,” Abellon 
said. 

Board Member Nelson Dan. 
gwa, the provincial board's 
committee chair on trade and 
commerce, said there would 
be no problem since the 
province is seriously consider 
ing the passage of an invest 
ment code. 

He said he would lead a 
working group to study tax 
and business incentives for 
local investors. 

The CBB thought of the 
project after its successful 
tieup with Benguet State 
University here on the 
promotion of Arabica 
coffee. 

The bank began its 

operations in 1992 with 
a P1.27-million capital. 
The bank now has P250 
million in assets with 
150 farmers’ coopera- 
tives as depositors. 


By Jose A. Osana 
and Francis J. Victoria 
SGV&Co 


(Second of two parts) 


AS EARLIER UNDERSCORED, 
the general rules and princi- 
ples governing the process of 
securities lending transactions 
(SLT) under RR No. 10-2006 
(old RR) as discussed above 
was reproduced in RR No. 5- 
2007 (new RR) recently issued. 
by the BIR, except for a few 
significant modifications, in- 
cluding the following: 

The new RR deals with the 
tax treatment of SLT involving. 
the fixed-income securities 
lending program of the PDEx. 
Securities not listed or traded 
through the PDEx do not fall 
within the scope of the new 
RR; 

While the old RR involves 
the lending of both equity and 
debt securities listed or traded 
through the PSE, the new RR 
involves only debt securities 
listed or traded through the 
PDEx or such securities accept- 
able to the lending pool system 
for lending under the fixed-in- 
come securities lending pro- 
gram of PDEx; 

The new RR provides that 
the borrowing period cannot 
exceed one year from the date 
of the execution of the SLT 
confirmation notice, while the 
old RR provides for a two-year 
period; 

The allowable collaterals 
under the new RR are fixed-in- 
come instruments (whether 
local or foreign currency de- 
nominated), equity instru- 
ments listed as components of 
the Philippine Stock Exchange 
Composite Index (Phisix), or 
cash, while the old RR allows 
cash, government or equity se- 
curities, or bank-guaranteed 
letters of credit as collateral; 

As to the parties to the SLT, 
the new RR requires that the: 

(a) Borrower must be a duly 
admitted trading participant of 
PDEx that is qualified in accor- 
dance with PDEx’s fixed-income 
securities lending program; 

(b) Lender must be an insti- 
tution likewise qualified by 
PDEx under the said program; 

(© Lending agent must be 


Debt and taxes: Tax implications 


an institution accredited by 
the Banglo Sentral ng Pilipinas 
or the Securities Exchange 
Commission, and also quali- 
fied by PDEx under the same 
program. No such qualifica- 
tions or restrictions with re- 
spect to registration with the 
Philippine Stock 
Exchange are re- 
quired under the 
old RR for borrow- 
ers, lenders, or lending agents; 
‘The new RR introduces the 
participation of the lending 
pool system operator (which is 
the entity that accepts all secu- 
tities intended for the transac- 
tions covered by the new RR, 
and delivers the said securities 
to the borrowers upon execu- 
tion of an SLT) and the collat- 
eral management system oper- 
ator (which accepts all assets 
intended as collateral for the 
SLT), and holds said assets for 
the benefit of the borrowers 
during the borrowing period; 
The new RR requires the ex- 
ecution of a participation 
agreement by the respective 
parties in addition to the 
MSLA. The former is an agree- 
ment which signifies a party's 
undertaking and willingness 
to be bound by the program 
rules of PDEx and the MSLA. 


Lending of securities 

It must be noted that in an 
SLT covered by both BIR Rev- 
enue Regulations, there is no 
consideration involved which 
is an essential condition to 
consummate a sale transac- 
tion. Instead, the borrower 
merely puts up collateral to 
guarantee his obligations or 
debt under the agreement. 

There is also a definite or 
limited period fixed in the 
agreement during which the 
transaction under an SBL/SLT 
is made effective. Thus, the re- 
lationship between the parties 
likewise ends upon the expira- 
tion of the agreement. 

Under the National Internal 
Revenue Code (NIRC), only 
the sale, barter or exchange of 
shares of stock listed and trad- 
ed through the PSE is subject. 
to the percentage tax and doc- 
umentary stamp tax (DST) im- 
posed under the NIRC. 


TAX-FILES 


of securities lending transactions 


In this light, an SBL transac- 
tion has been properly cla 
fied as a lending of securities 
rather than a sale, and is there- 
fore exempt from said taxes 
(See BIR Ruling No. 168-98 on 
the tax treatment of securities 
borrowing and lending trans- 
actions and Sec- 
ton 175 of the 
NIRC as amended 
by Republic Act 
No. 9243). 

Also, the two revenue regu- 
lations provide that the deliv- 
ery to, and return by the 
lender of the collateral shall 
not be subject to DST, capital 
gains or income tax, and other 
taxes, if otherwise applicable. 

But to qualify as a lending of 
securities, the transaction 
must fully and continuously 
comply with all of the forego- 
ing requirements of the provi- 
sions of RR No. 5-2007 or RR 
No. 10-2006, as the case may 
be, with respect to the terms 
and conditions of the govern- 


if the transac- 
tion is outside of the scope of 
these regulations, although 
described as a securities bor- 
rowing and lending transac- 
tion, the same shall be consid- 
ered as a regular exchange, de- 
posit substitute transaction, or 
transaction deemed as sale 
subject to the corresponding 
taxes under the Philippine tax 
code. 

Likewise, compliance with 
the registration requirements 
of the MSLA with the BIR, as 
well as the necessary record 
keeping and reporting of all 
transactions encompassed by 
the SLT as provided under 
these regulations, are essential 
conditions to maintain the tax- 
free character of an SLT. 


Freedom from debt, taxes 

While, occasionally, some 
market participants have 
maintained the view that secu- 
rites lenders are mere en- 
ablers of short-selling bringing 
forth ill effects on the market, 
it cannot be denied that securi- 
tes lending has been em- 
braced by virtually every cen- 
tral bank and stock exchange 
as a significant contributor to 
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THE 
BENGUET 
Cooperative 
Bank has. 
grown by leaps 
and bounds, 
serving 
farmers who 
produce Metro 
Manila's daily 
supply of salad 
vegetables. 
morossrtv 
tenu 


"a 
liquidity and, therefore, stabil- 
ity of stock prices (see Interna- 
tional Organization for Securi- 
ties Commissions, or IOSCO 
Multi-jurisdictional Informa- 
tion Sharing for Market Over- 
sight Final Report dated April 
2007). 

In the long run, the in- 
evitable effects of liberaliza- 
tion of markets, the entrance 
of new participants that will 
increase competition and loan 
activity, the looming mergers 
creating financial supermar- 
kets offering multiple types of 
lending structures and func- 
tions, the increasing hedge 
fund transactions and sophisti- 
cation of proprietary trading 
arbitrage strategies employed 
by brokers-dealers and finan- 
cial institutions, and the 
provement of investment ii 
dustry disciplines as well as 
improved risk management 
techniques aimed at reducing | 
operational and legal risks of" 
SLTs will, ultimately, lead to 
the increasing demand for bor- 
rowing securities. Thus, a de- 
mand will exist for securities 
lending transactions as long as 
there is a demand for securi- | 
ties. 

The issuance of these BIR, 
regulations then becomes a‘ 
welcome and laudable initia- 
tive. Nonetheless, the necessity 
and advisability of encouraging 
SLT by offering investors and 
market traders with debt and 
borrowing options laced with 
fiscal incentives in the form of 
freedom from tax burdens may 
yet be proven through the effec- 
tive and positive implementa- 
tion ofthe regulations in view of 
the legal and practical rationale. 
for which they were intended. 

Itcan only be anticipated that 
these measures of “freedom,” 
ever sparingly as they come 
nowadays, may finally provide. 
the stock market with that fur- 
ther allure for the search for 
that proverbial fortune which, 
though ostensibly elusive is, 
nonetheless, achievable by the 
individual and institutional in- 
vestors, traders, or even by the 
fabled fortune — seeker—all 
whose collective proceeds shall 
ultimately contribute to the 
building ofa strong economy. 
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By: Abelardo V. Cortez 
FÍNEX President 


ur economy grows at a 
faster pace in 2007. We 
continue to ride on a 

wave of good news on the 
macroeconomic front. Business 
prospects look promising, infla- 
tion is low, interest rate is still 
low, and the economy continues 
to grow. 

FINEX (with more than 700 active 
members), like any other large organi- 
zation worth its name, must therefore 
extend the reach of its new vision, going 
beyond normal objectives of a nation- 
wide organization of finance men and 
women, academicians, and en- 
trepreneurs. FINEX must remain sensi- 
tive to the pulse ofthe Filipino nation, to 
the wishes and aspirations of our people 
particularly at this time when the world, 
as described by author Thomas Fried- 
man in his runaway best selling book, 
The World is Flat, is “flattening” at the 
dawn ofthe twenty first century because 
it's becoming more and more intercon- 
nected brought about by Internet, wire- 
less technology, search engines and oth- 
er technical innovations. 
~ FINEX must therefore perform the big 
role, as befits a large, credible national or- 
ganization of principled, financially-savvy 
men and women to ignite the national 
call, to make our people aware and take 
advantage of the tremendous potentials of 
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Code of Ethics for the Financial Executive 


the present economic momentum in our 
country as well as in the Asian region. 
FINEX should be and must be among 
those leading the way, offering direction, 
providing hope, and seeing to it that a bet- 
ter economic future has become possible, 
very possible, for most Filipinos now and 
in the years to come. 

As FINEX in 2007 beats the drum and 
sounds the clarion call to help our nation 
be ahead in a globalized economy, 
FINEX is assuming the role of a leading 
true agent of change in a peaceful revo- 
lution. 

‘To everything, as the Bible says, there 
is a reason, a time for every purpose un- 
der the heavens. May the season of plen- 
ty come our way soon and help all of us 
realize our common hopes, our common 
dreams. 


GUIDING PRINCIPLE 


‘The Financial Executive holds a position of trust and confidence. This fiduciary role should be of paramount consideration in his dealings, both internal 
and external. He must act with utmost fairness and according to the highest moral principles, consciously and consistently pursued. 


RULES OF CONDUCT 

1. Loyalty to the Organization. He 
should be loyal to the Organization 
he serves and work towards the at- 
tainment of its legitimate goals and 
objectives. Should he believe strong- 
ly that any goal, policy or directive of 
his Organization is immoral or oth- 
erwise illegal, he has an obligation 
to seek clarification and guidance. If 
his belief were to remain unshaken, 


within reason, he should seek to 
have such a guideline rectified or re- 
moved. In an extreme situation, the 
Financial Executive should prefer to 
dissociate himself from the Organi- 
zation, rather than be a party 
whether actively or tacitly, toa grave 
injustice or fraud 

2. Keeping of Books and Records. 
He should fully, promptly and accu- 
rately document and reflect, in the 


proper books and records, all busi- 
ness transactions of the Organiza- 
tion, in accordance with generally 
accepted accounting principles and 
in consonance with the Organiza- 
tion’s relevant guidelines and poli- 
cies. 

3. Resource Management. He 
should prudently manage and con- 
scientiously safeguard the Organiza- 
tion's fund and assets, accurately re- 


fiecting them in the record and a 
lowing access and withdrawals only 
in accordance with established Or- 
ganization policies and procedures. 
4. Conflict of Interest. He should 
actin the best interest of the Organi- 
zation at all times, keeping himself 
away from situations which would 
tend to weaken his independence of 
judgment and action. He should not 
ETHICS/B3.3 


The Wiser Option . 


BPI LEASING answers all your questions on leasing. 


Leasing vs. Financing 


What's the difference between Leasing and Financing? 


Under a lease, the lessor owns the leased asset. Under a loan, 


the borrower owns the equipment. 


Which one requires a lesser initial cash outlay? 

Normally, the borrower ina loan is required to pay a higher down 
payment of 2096-3036 of the cost of the asset financed. 
BPI Leasing generally requires lower Guaranty Deposit 
from the lessee, and may finance up to 100% of the cost 
ofthe asset 


What other advantage does a lease have over a loan? 
A loan secured for an equipment requires the borrower to pay 
Chatel Mortgage Fees. A lease does not require a mortgage on 


the asset. Thus, all things being equal, a lease is less costly than 


* CONSERVE CAPITAL by avoiding outright purchases that can tie up your company's funds in depreciating assets. 
* PRESERVE YOUR BANK CREDIT LINES for other purposes. 
* ENJOY TAX-TIMING BENEFITS because tax rental payments under an operating lease are fully tax-deductible. 


Leasing vs. Buying 
Leasing and buying are two different methods of acquiring assets. 
The er races USE d on troi o fa ar ares 


What is the effect of owning an asset on your capital? 
When you buy, you are giving your money away in exchange for 
the asset, which means you are tying up your capital over a 
period of time. Leasing does not have the same effect on your 
capital. Rather than investing the full amount at the beginning, 
your lease rentals allow for deferred payments tailored to your 


specific needs. 


What other advantages does leasing have over buying? 
At the end of the lease, you can return the asset or enter into 4 
new lease for an upgraded model. This gives you a better 


competitive edge. 


Why BP! Leasing? 


Leasing is definitely more than just shopping around for 
better lease torms. Checking out what companies can actually 
offer is a smart move. 

* We are the recognized leader with a reputation for reliability 
and innovative leasing solutions, backed by knowledgeable 
and highly experienced personnel. 

We are owned by BPI, one of the largest banks in the country, 
with over 150 years of solid banking leadership. 

We provide high value-added leasing programs designed not 
merely as financing options but as creative business solutions. 
Almost half of the country's Top 1,000 corporations lease from 
us, so you can rely on our LEADERSHIP & EXPERIENCE. 

We are known for our MARKET INNOVATIONS, like allowing 
our clients to view their account status and pay rentals via the 
Internet or through automatic debit arrangements. 

We are at pace with the latest market developments, and we 
strictly COMPLY TO INTERNATIONAL ACCOUNTING 
STANDARDS. 

Our customers have the added convenience of choosing the 
type of lease that will give them optimum benefit -- finance 
lease or operating lease. 


For a more detailed explanation of what we offer, and if you want us to come up 


* SIMPLIFY YOUR BUDGET with the fixed lease rental that protects your cash flow projections 


from inflation or fluctuations In Interest rates. 


with a leasing plan tailored to your company's needs, we will be more than happy 
to send a representative to your office, 


ENJOY THE CONVENIENCE AND SAVINGS OF AUTOMATIC DEBIT ARRANGEMENT t 


multiple periodic payments under a single collection. 


* AVOID EXPENSIVE MORTGAGE REGISTRATION COSTS be: 


require any collateral 


BPI Leasing Corporation 


n Leasing. 
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Warmest greetings to the officials and members of the Financial Executives of 
the Philippines (FINEX) as you celebrate the 39th Annual FINEX Week. 

Your theme, "Be Ahead in a Globalized Economy,” shows that FINEX is com- 
mitted to constantly update financial executives of new trends in management 
ina seamless global economy. Since 1968, your organization has served as a fo- 
rum for the development and advancement of its members, particularly in 
modern business practices, and in the promotion of business ethics and social 
involvement, 

The Government, through Executive Order No. 34, has recognized the im- 
mense contribution of financial executives to the economy by declaring the sec- 

ond week of October of every year as Financial Executives Week. I ask you to take a lead in this obser- 
vance by pushing our national agenda to move our country toward greater political stability, econom- 
ic prosperity and peace and order. Join me as we strive to bring the benefits of a strong economy to ev- 
ery Filipino even as we put in place infrastructure necessary to attract more investments, create more 
jobs and beat poverty. 


23 As active partners of government, I ask you to join me in our efforts to achieve a 7- to 8- percent 


growth rate in the next three years. 
Mabuhay, kayong lahat! 
a MACAPAGAL- ARROYO 
President, Republic of the Philippines 


Warmest greetings to the participants and guests of the Financial Executives In- 
stitute of the Philippines as you commemorate the 39th Annual FINEX Week on 
22-28 September 2007. 

The theme of this year's celebration, “Be Ahead in a Globalized Economy,” 
aptly bespeaks of the adherence of your institution to excellence and global 
competitiveness. Your endorsement of modern business practices, corporate 
ethics and social involvement brings the FINEX at par with the standards of 
your regional and universal counterparts. 

The administration acknowledges the enormous contributions of financial deci- 
sion makers in the enhancement of financial management, and the promotion of ef- 
ficient and effective operations in the government and the corporate world as well. 

[trust that FINEX will continue to support the national agenda of the present dispensation to beat 
the odds, achieve peace and sustainable growth, towards a strong Republic and a better future for the 
Filipinos. 

Congratulafions! 


I 
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MARGARITO“GARY" B. TEVES 

Secretary, Department of Finance 


My warmest greetings to the Financial Executives Institute of the Philippines. 
(FINEX) on your 39th Annual FINEX Week. 

Your choice of theme: "Be Ahead in a Globalized Economy” bespeaks of your un- 

derstanding of the prerequisites of sustaining one's lead in modern day business. 

‘Undoubtedly, FINEX' accomplishments in the last 39 years are concrete proofs 

of your dedication and unwavering commitment in the pursuit of your mission. 
Your growing membership demonstrates your success as an organization, while 
your many initiatives make you indeed the forum for the development and ad- 
Vancement of your members, specifically in the promotion not only of efficiency in 
business operations but of business ethics and social involvement as well. 

In so doing, you remain an important and active partner of the Bangko Sen- 
tral ng Pilipinas in the sustained implementation of banking and capital market reforms aimed at en- 
suring the safe and sound operations of the financial system in a globalized economy. We, at the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas, are therefore counting on your continuing support. 

Congratulafiongand more power! 
AMANDI en - 


Governor, Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
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Our warmest greetings to the officers and members of the Financial Executives. 

Institute of the Philippines (FINEX) as you celebrate the 39th Annual FINEX | 
Week on 22-28 September 2007 under the theme "Be Ahead in a Globalized ' 
Economy" i 

This is a most auspicious time to celebrate the 39th Annual FINEX Week - 
coming as it does at a time of renewed optimism on the back of continued mo- 
mentum in our country's growth. In the first semester of 2007, our GDP expand- 
ed by an impressive 7.396 — significantly higher than the 5.6% in the first half of 
2006. Stable interest rates and inflation rates, a strong peso, a resilient agricul- 
ture sector, vibrant industry and services sectors, plus election-related spending 
and intensified infrastructure investments sustained an upbeat economy and an 
attractive business environment. Contributing to the first half growth was the services sector at 8.6% 
(vs. 6.296 in 2006) owing to the vigor of finance, transport, communication & storage, trade and pri- 
vate services, and industry at 7.2% (vs. 4.99% in 2006) courtesy of the robust mining and construction 
sectors. From the demand side, expansion in household expenditures and higher public and private, 
sector construction spending boosted overall economic health. (Merchandise exports in the first half 
expanded by 6.696, reaching US$24.5 billion). A 16.696 increase in the net factor income from abroad 
(NFIA) due to continuing strong overseas workers remittances pushed up our GNP by 8.3% in the first 
semester - much better than the 6.4% in 2006. 

Particularly notable, too, was the first semester's 30% increase in total investments registered with 
the BOI and PEZA to reach P130 billion. American businessmen topped the list of foreign investors in 
the first half with P26.3 billion worth of projects, followed by the Japanese with P12.7 billion. Top in- 
vestment sectors included manufacturing, industrial service facilities, infrastructure, real estate, re- 
newable energy/power generation, automotives, and IT services 

Even the local business sector is highly upbeat, with the country's leading business groups opti- 
mistic that this year’s economic prospects will be better than last year's. This manifestation of strong 
investment confidence is buoyed by the positive reforms put in place by government, such as im- 
proved revenue collections, implementation of flagship infrastructure projects, and prudent govern- 
ment spending. To sustain this confidence, government is continuing to institute measures to help in- 
vestors transact with the government with greater ease and transparency. The DTI, for one, continues 
to streamline its frontline services to reduce the cost of doing business and eradicate red tape in busi- 
ness transactions for the benefit of investors particularly SMEs. Indeed, both investors and financial 
institutions welcome the aggressive reforms pursued by the government, which the latter hopes to 
sustain to generate investments, jobs, social reforms, and services, and build on top of our gains. 
‘Towards these ends, the Philippine government continues to network and collaborate closely with its 
partners in the private sector in fostering an environment conducive to doing business, in promoting 
entrepreneurship, in increasing and sustaining investments, in pursuing reform measures, in empow- 
ering consumers, and in exercising good governance. In these formidable tasks, financial executives 
who compose FINEX have a huge role to play in improving financial management and in promoting, 
efficiency in government and business operations to achieve our goals of global competitiveness. The 
knowledge, skills, expertise, and collective pro-active stance of FINEX member professionals, en- 
trepreneurs, public servants and academicians who help formulate strategic policies and decisions 
are, sand factors for the Philippine economy to "be ahead in a globalized economy.” 

Mabuhay!fn -l 

. FAVII 
Secretary 
Department of Trade & Industry 


On behalf of the City Government of Baguio and the whole of our city's con- 
stituency, allow me to extend good wishes to the member-participants to the Fi- 
nancial Executives (FINEX) Institute of the Philippines 39th National Confer- 
ence in our endeared city of pines. 
Indeed, nothing could be more laudable than an interaction where avenues 
for sharing of knowledge and expertise are highlighted, if only to charter our 
country's economic fate te greater height. 
After all, the task of determining our country's most exalted expression en- 
tails a combined effort of government, civil society and other sec- 
tors of our community. Verily, it is not the task of government to em- 
power people; but itis up for the people to empower themselves. 
‘To this I say, thank you for empowering yourselves for by doing so, we are sure that our. 
economy is in good hands as you strive to "Be Ahead in a Globalized Economy." 
Rest assured that our local government shall remain supportive of such endeavors. May: 
you have a most fruitful learning experience and the most memorable sharing of mean- 
ingful absusditiese, Mabuhay po kayong lahat! 


REINALDO'À. BAUTISTA, JR. 


Mayor 
Baguio City 
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A World of Opportunity Awaits the Filipino Nurse 


Sept. 28-30, 2007, Megatrade Hall 2 
Mecareaoe Hau MEGAMALL. 


‘Mandaluyong City 


The Philippines is one of the best sources of nurses in the world 
becouse of their innate professionalism and caring nursing care. 
cause of the high demand for Filipino nurses, 
a significant number of nurses work abroad and hos become 
‘a major source of dollar remittances to the country 
making them a significant contributor to the economy of the country. 


There are more than 69,000 nursing graduates who took the recent 
June 2007 Board exams and around 700,000 student nurses who aim 
fo emulate the success of Filipino nurses abroad but 
who is unaware of the range of opportunities open for them. 


Add to this the sizeable number of newly licensed nurses (more 
than 25,000 passed the June 2007 Board Exams) and even 
the current number of practicing Nurses who ore on the look-out for 
opportunities and who are poised to decide what next to do, 
qo far additional training, gain hospital experience, 
take the IELIS, CGFNS or NCLEXor where lo work as o Nurse -- 
US, UK. Canada, Australia, Japan,to name a few. 
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A World of Opportunity Awais the filipino Nuwe | 


Launch your nursing career thru: 


For Booth inquiries, Reservations and 
Participation, pis. contact: 


ELITE CONSULTANCY SERVICES 
(TELEFAX) - 933-8570 | 496-3662 
Mobile: 0921-379-2810 / 407-0014 

e E-mail: emmssanjuanGyahoo.com 

inquiry@philnursingexpo.com 
‘ww pllnursingenpe.com 


Greetings to all members and friends of the Financial Executives In- 
stitute of the Philippines! 

We invite you to be one with us in this week-long celebration of 

"the 39th year of FINEX. t 

The members of the organizing committee, in collaboration with 
the Cooperatives and Small & Medium Enterprises, Good Gover- 
nance, and LGU Committees, have invited interesting speakers to 
share with us their invaluable experiences in the light of our theme 
“Be Ahead in a Globalized Economy,” with entrepreneurship as the 
main thrust. 

The Affiliates, Sports and Recreation, and Fellowship Committees have also lined up ac- 
tivities to add enjoyment to the celebration. Not forgetting our social responsibility, the 
Social Involvement Committee organized a feeding and community outreach program to 
connect with our less fortunate brothers. 

All these were made possible with the tireless support of the sub-committees in charge 
of Technical Sessions, Exhibits, Budget, Ways and Means, Souvenir Program, Newspaper: 
Supplements and the Hotel and Physical Arrangements. 

In behalf of the FINEX Week Committee, I thank our corporate sponsors and advertisers 
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In this era of globalization, the worldwide economic pie continues 
to grow. The global environment has become more competitive and 
the pace of change continues to accelerate. If the Philippines must 
survive economically and continue to grow as a nation, we must see. 
to it that our country be not left behind. We must be shaken out of 
our complacency and go beyond our limited vision. 

FINEX, asa nationwide organization, should and must always be 
a strong forum to remind our government, our people that we must 
compete; that we must acquire all the knowledge that will give us 
the edge; that we must not be afraid to ask for new structures, to 
seek new leaders, to promote new values and a new national vision; that we must push- 
ahead and be ahead in this competitive global environment. 

Globalization can't be stopped; the quiet times are gone forever. Action, decision, and 
energy are the order of the day to help our nation achieve its objectives. Kung hindi tayo 
magtutulungan, sino pa ang tutulong sa atin? Kung hindi tayo kikilos ngayon, kailan pa? 

We must moy% Life can be better. 

(Sgd.) ABELARDO 

FINEX President 
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UP-lloilo tops ICFC elims 


UP-Diliman, Ateneo de Manila, La Salle Bacolod take next 3 spots 


The recently concluded 9TH ICFC Elminations washeld last Sep. 21, 2007 at various sites all ver the Philippines. UP-lollo bested 68 other schools to take the top place in the eliminations. This isthe firsttime that a 
non-NCRteam has won the elminattons. The finals wil be held on Oct. 15, 2007 at the Bangko Sentra ng Pilipinas Auditorium. This year also marks the fist year a foreign school (Singapore Management University) wil 


be participating in the Finals, The Singapore team was automatically seeded in the finals and wil oin the Top 20 teams from the eliminations. 
The ICFC Is an annual competition among universities and colleges sponsored by the JFinex 
Committee headed by Mark Yu with Tony Boy Ongsicko as Lalason Director. 
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Polytechnic University of the Philippines 
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National Conference 
Sept. 28, 2007 
Camp John Hay - Convention Center 


0a 06200 Rogssolon 
prs bon Cutting 


05:350n-48300m Porode ot Cola Annem 
soam -08 ssam Invocation 
Wesen -07:]0m Opening temas 


Welcome temors 
iroducion dl Sec Pater B. fovio 


(100m -07200m 
"9:0 -0020m 
09250m -sasam 
Grown Agenda" 
Kay Note speech 
orson- 10850m 


"intoponeunhp and Me Geremmen Economie 


Hon teinaido A Bau x 
Chr Moya toad 

Bog Coteger 

PP Santiago M. Dumtoo 

Dex Presoen 

Hen. tenais A Bou x. 

FMEN EVP Grace P. engen 

Sec. Peter dc 

po 

Deparimentol oce ond maus Cr 


OUDIAM DISCUSSION: "ow A Pancl Executive Con 


‘Graduate To ecome A succes Eebeprereu" 


Iotscm- Item 
"Oso 10300 


kedockco o Specta by Emcee. 


10300m-10300m 
10300m-11:100m 
d Open form 


112300m-11350m Iniroductn ol we. Seren ocort 


Naspm- 11550m “Baheproneur As An Agent of Chon 


150m- 21sm Open tonm 


12150m-01:159m tween 
orisom -01200m "itducton of M same Um 


01296m -01:00pm 


0k00m-02000m Open fom 
02000m-02280m 


02206m-02280m 
adsom-Gt4Spm 


Entapreneu" 
Intoducton o Specten by Emcee 


02450m-04950m 
03050m-0820m 
auaSpm-O34ópm. Open tonm 
[d 


Enteprenaura diagnoses 


d Coo 
Morte o Ceremonies 


PP Edgardo t nce 
Pesce 
[EX HOLDINGS CORPORATION 
Me Emmanuel. Dosis 
Presao cio 
ACRON NOUSE. DC. 
Ns Crona T. Mawar 
Pasentcto 
KAZA ASA 
Me Napoleon  Cebeto 
arp 
Press 
FP Dore L talangue 
pd 
er N Janen C Baconi 
Samen naisen 
AMBA NC 
Lim 


WEL EVP Groo 9. engen 


“Me Franch Routa fo aeprtoeua bs" zwe. Sale Um 


PescociCranon Enamus 
Puteo Chore: ci Commerce cod 
rar Prüngne torere asiocioton 
mtoa V femondel 

Pret 


ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION: The Challenges O Being An 


me. oberes. Gando 


Mr tupan kimanga ot Cabs 
Press 

Mi lex St tetoneccin ond Ma. Ange B 
[o 

PRSIONFORFERFECION 


PS. Dumioo ord 
FP Hans SSmo. 


Code of Ethic 
forthe Financ 


From page B3-1 


only avoid the fact, but also the appearance 
of conflict of interest. 

5. Relationship with Employees. He 
should treat employees under his super- 
vision and control with fairness, objec- 
tivity and consideration. He should cre- 
ate an atmosphere conducive to the 
prdper performance of their duties, to 
their compliance with the Organization's 
rules and policies and to their continu- 
ous professional development. He 
should observe due process, with a fine 
regard for employees’ human, legal and 
contractual right. 

6. Compliance with Laws. He should 
comply with all government laws and regu- 
lations, abstaining from any action or activ- 
ity which may be violative of the same. 

7. Contractual Obligations. He should 
observe strictly the terms and conditions of 
existing contracts and agreements entered 
into by the Organization he serves with par- 
ticular attention to the compliance with the 
financial terms and conditions of such con- 
tracts. 

8. Relationship with Third Parties. He 


A y 


S 
ial Executive 


should promote honesty and fairness in the 
Organization's relationships with its credi- 
tors, customers, suppliers, competitors and 
with the public at large. He should support. 
dean, healthy competition and the free 
play market forces. 

9. Professional Development, Social 
and Civic Involvement. He should con- 
sciously undertake efforts to upgrade his 
skills as a financial executive, so that he 
may consistently render a high level of 
service to the Organization he serves. He 
should, likewise, widen his own perspec- 
tives by participating in building-up the 
partnership between his Organization 
and the community in which it operates, 
and in balancing their respective inter- 
ests. 

10. Moral Uprightness. While recog- 
nizing his own right to privacy, he should 
nevertheless conduct his private and per- 
sonal life with due consideration to his 
position in the management hierarchy, 
avoiding acts which would tend to reflect 
adversely on the Organization or to set 
an improper example for employees. 
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Kapit-bisig 
> sa Kaunlaran 


‘Sama-sama tayong naghangad, 
kapit-bisig na nagsusumikap 
ats pagharap sa kinabukasan, 
tayo pa rin ang makikibahagi 
sa kaunlaran ng ating bayan— 
sa bawat pamilya, pamayanan, 
sa probinsya man o lungsod. 

1963-2007 
Kaya't sa aming ika-44 na taon; 
patuioy nating pagtibayin 
ang samahan at ang inaasam 
na kasaganahang ating kakamtin. 


LAND BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES 
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Ang Bangkong May Damdaming Ba 


Ang mga may tunay na lakas ng loob, maraming naaabot 
na tagumpay sa buhay. Itong nakasanayan na tapang ang 
siya ring nahanap nila sa sarap ng San Mig Coffee 100% 
Premium Instant Coffee - siksik sa tapang, kaya sulit sa 


timpla ang bawat tasa. 


Dras ng gumising sa kapeng malaya ang mararating! 


Subukan mo ang tapang! 


Up to 12 Cups 


P 14,75 Lang 
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1976 
Development of Financial Leadership 
Abelardo V. Cortez Grace P Tiongeo Roberto T. Borromeo Victor P dela Dingco BEN Bandia 1977 


" 5 Vice President - Capital 
President. Executive Vice President Vice President- Internal Affairs VieePresident-Externalafirs = Markers Development Financial Management in Economic 


Development: Financing Investment 
inthe ASEAN 
1978 
Financial Management In Economic 
Development: 
Business Initiatives in Government 
Planning 
1979 
Gregorio S. Navarro Loretta G. Mangilit Reu Fred M. Dellota Norie C. Bordador David L Balangue Social Responsiveness of the Financial 


Vice President - Corporate Vice President - ‘Treasurer Corporate Secretary Director Executive 
Governance &Ethics Professional Development 1980 


The Financial Executive: the Total 
Executive 
1981 
Professional Development through 
Greater involvement 
1982 
The Financial Executive: Catalysts to a 
Dynamic Tomorrow 
Tee Bassi L Mafoto ‘Antonio Ramon T. Cesar A. Rubio Erdulfo S. Sison 1 
Director Director Ge Director — Financial Discipline for Development 


1984 
Discipline and Unity for Survival 
1985 
Responsiblity for Reforms and 
Recovery 
1986 
Rebuilding Values: Foundation 
forRecovery 
1987 


Benel P Lagua Nelia V Carlos Esther P Magleo Spearheading National Progress: 


Technical Sessions Budget Souvenir Program The FINEX Challenge 
Sub-Committee Chair Sub-Committee Chair 1988 


Sustaining National Growth through 
Greater Investor Confidence 
1989 
Values in Action: I's What We 
Dothat Counts 
1990 
Wilma. Miranda Adoracion A. Cabrera ErdulfoS. Sison Amonilo D. Mauricio The Financial Executive: Activist 
Supplement Supplement Supplement Affiliates Membership for National Development 
1991 
Invest Now: Our Future 
Depends on You 
1992 


I IE | | I | t ! N | Rekindling the Spirit of the Economy: 
| N | i | d d AFINEX Commitment 
E 
i NEN IN) 1993 


l Forging Professional Excellence with 
DEPARTMEN STORE National Purpose 
Abrandnew ' f° a 5 = veg 1994 
Chevrolet Aveo* 2 à E Enhanced Professional Development 
` for Accelerated National Growth 
1995 
Expanding Access to Capital Markets 
and Enriching the Countryside 
1996 
Strengthening Capital Markets and 


\ à 2 ^ Countryside Development 
A Mm ey 3 a E FESCRTA T: 
Ya. 2 à 


1997 
Financial Leadership for God and 
NSS E Ss { Country 
N rende | - Dr u 1998 
Worth E S goes) : Reaching Out to New Frontiers 
of SM Giftcards A Me au 
The Financial Executive 
in the New Millennium 
2000 
The Financial Executive: In Pursuit 
of Excellence in a Global Setting 
2001 
FINEX: Catalyst for Responsible 
Leadership 
2002 
A Call to Go Beyond Ourselves: 
2003 
Sulong Filipino! Magtiwala, Magkaisal 
2004 
worth of =“ 
Responding to the Challenges of 
a We've gotitali for you! Good Govemance 


‘Carmen VE Seria ‘Antonio Ramon T. Rosalinda A.M. Pasco 
Overall Chair Ongsiako Hotel and Physical 
Liaison Director Arrangement Sub-Committee 
Chairperson 
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‘Spend P1,000, get a scan card for a chance to instantly win exciting prizes. Now thru September 30, 2007 


J 2005 
Deepening Reforms 
sah and Strengthening Core Values 
Zs v) [pid i 5 E 2006 
S PLDT starr LU Lv BDO Kar @ LG d Globalization: Creating Wealth in the 
New Environment 
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"ZI Hyundai debuts i-Blue- 
Fuel Cell concept 


yundai Motor Company's new The iBlues fuel cell stack is housed under- viable, environmentally friendly alternative to Uniting Ying and Yang 
hydrogen-powered, zero-emis- oor not in the engine compartment as in the the internal combustion engine. Jie te FCEV hasa dynamic and elegant er 
sinn t. the iBlue Fuel $econd-generation Tucson FCEV This endows the terior design, resembling TaeKuk, which is based 
Gell Electric Vehicle (FCEV), made its Cet with an ideal 50:50 weight distribution for Concept sports tourer . .. on the philosophy of Ying and Yang. In this phi 
een i optimal driving and handling dynamics. Further- The iBlue is a sophisticated and futuristic Josophy, opposite forces are unified in perfect bal- 
world debut recently at the 62nd Inter- more, by moving the fuel stack underfloor, the crossover concept sports tourer with the driving ance and create something new. The i-Blue's 
national Motor Show in Frankfurt, Ger- engine compartment is less densely populated, comfort of a sedan with all of the utility functions body was styled by unifying two distinct geomet- 
many. Developed at Hyundai’s design providing better air flow and cooling. The i-Blue of a minivan. As its name suggests, the i-Blue has _ ric forms, the square and the circle, thereby creat- 
d technical in Chiba, J: drives almost noiselessly and passionate drivers @ Next-generation environmental-friendly fuel ing a rhombus-like shape. 
and technical center in Chiba, Japan, he 
i i "vi will be delighted by the acceleration of the i- Cell system. But, it also is equipped with a state- — The i-Blue features a futuristic H20 flow-form 
the i-Blue concept is the designers’ view ji. lues of-the-art human machine interface information he insid 
T Future FCEV production model The Blues Powerplant. Like its predecessors, -Blue's on the inside, which results in a relaxing, 
ora p za . The only emission is water vapor, fueling Hyundai's System presenting a glimpse into the future ofau- stretched-out seating position for the driver and 
all-new i-Blue platform is tailored toin- unwavering dedication to FCEV technology asa tomobiles. passengers. 
corporate Hyundai's third-genera- 
tion fuel cell technology, currently 
being developed at Hyundai's Eco- 
Technology Research Institute in A DOE 
Mabuk, Korea. Introducing the new Mitsubishi 


Keeping with the show theme, “See 


What's Driving the Future,” which focuses 
on sustainability and climate protection, 
the i-Blue demonstrates a significant step 


towards commercialization of Hyundai fuel 
cell vehicles. Unlike its predecessors which 
were built on SUV platforms, the i-Blue fea- 
tures a new D segment 2+2 crossover utili- 
ty vehicle (CUV) body type. The smaller ve- 
hicle platform requires even greater engi- 
neering sophistication. This marks a step 
‘ahead on the path to develop mass-produc- 

n models, as the fuel cell system is more 
difficult to integrate in a smaller body type. 

“The i-Blue is Hyundai's first-ever model Outperform 
designed from the ground up to incorpo- 4 New 1775 24er DOHC MNEC 16-Valve Gos Engine 
rate fuel cell technology, marking a tremen- 
dous leap forward for our R&D program,” 
said Dr. Hyun-Soon Lee, president of 
search and development. “Our engineering 
team has successfully designed a more 
compact fuel cell vehicle, while still realiz- 
ing the safety, comfort, convenience and 
driving range of a traditional internal com- 
bustion engine vehicle.” 

Hyundai is making tremendous efforts to 
reach mass production of hydrogen-pow- 
ered fuel cell vehicles a reality in the next 
decade. 


3 mut-Select MD wih ZWD & 4WD Lock Mode 


3rd-generation fuel cell technology 
The i-Blue is powered by a 100-kW elec- 
trical engine and fuel cell stack. Fueled 
with compressed hydrogen (700 bar) 
stored in a 115-liter tank, i-Blue is capable 
of running more than 600 km per refueling 
and achieves a maximum speed of 165 kph. 


Racer’s edge is in the wheel 
WHEEL GALLERY, THE COMPANY WHO 
popularized the “Bling” phenomena in the 
country, takes the level of competition up a 
notch with the 
launch of Eng- 
land's finest, 

~ Avon Tires and 
‘one of America's 
most popular 
brands, Starfire 
tires. Launched 
recently at the 
Wheel Gallery 
5th Anniversary 
bash, Sammy 
Liuson, presi- 
dent of Wheel 
‚Gallery, present- 
ed the ZZ3. "The superb grip of the 223 
‚gives drivers plenty of advanced warning to 
slow down and provide a great feeling of 
confidence," explains Liuson. Starfire, on 
the other hand, uses Cooper technology and 
undergoes the same stringent quality and 
testing requirements as Cooper and Avon 
tires. Visit Wheel Gallery at 318 Santolan 
Road corner M. Paterno, San Juan, or call 
724-2739 or 726-0965 or log onto 
www.conceptonewheels.com. 


Senna's choice 
TWENTY YEARS ON SINCE AYRTON Experience absolute thrill in a 4-cylinder 16-valve DOHC package. Its new 2.4-liter MIVEC engine 
Senna's first victory in the Principality of uses a lightweight aluminum block for optimum performance as it puts out 170 PS to take control 
Monaco, Massimo Zanetti Beverage Group of city streets and open highways alike. MIVEC technology provides opfimal valve timing from low, 


celebrates the memory of the Brazilian. lo gh the of ight 
Ts mid to high rev ranges, to give you the most out of every curve and stralghtaway. 


Monaco Senna Celebration, as sponsored 
by the famous Italian café Segafredo Zanet- 
ti, recently revived the unforgettable mo- 
ments of the great champion's life and ca- 
reer by recreating the Monegasque circuit 
and displaying a unique collection of per- 
sonal belongings. In the Philippines, enjoy a 
slice of Italy and taste the espresso and pas- M err 


ta enjoyed by Ayrton Senna at Segafredo MERC rea kensa Doy ——— hee Ta 
Zanetti, Greenhills situated at the IEB Build- 


ing, corner of Wilson Street and Ortigas Av- Also available: Outlander GLS Sport 3.0L MIVEC with Active Stability Control (ASC) 
» enue. Belissim 
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‘Laguna d 


By Aries B Espinosa 
Photos by Eugene Araneta, Gerry Jano and Anne Jambora 


NEWSPAPER BOYS AND GIRLS ARE KNOWN DEADLINE 
beaters, Thats an immovable, universal, and unarguable 
truth. But could they beat this deadline: bike around the 220- 
km Laguna de Bay within 12 hours? 

Now that's a challenge requiring more than just the power of the 


pen. 

In fac, they would need to put their most powerful legs forward 
tens of thousands of times, and put their foot down—and up (on 
the pedal) —as many times. 

The distance solicits a collective gasp of disbelief among the col- 
Jeagues {threw this dare on. “Impossible” was mentioned nota few 
times. But was there ever a difficult challenge not worth undertak- 
ing? 

“And its there, So why not do it?" That seemed to convince 
them, once and for all. 

So, we took on the challenge last Sunday It was a drizzling 6 in 
the moming as we started the tour from the UP Diliman oval. 

Here's a pictorial "timeline" of our ordeal, ez adventure. 

Other bikers who may want to do their own single-day 200-Km 
ride would find the Laguna de Bay loop convenient. I's near Metro 
Manila, and there are lots of refreshment/food stops along the way. 
Plenty of Spanish-era churches and majestic views of Laguna de 
Bay gives you an excuse to bring your high-tech digital cameras. 

On the downside, you will be sharing the well paved roads with 
smoke-belching jeeps and trucks (especially in areas nearer Metro 
Manila). Better have your face masks ready when you take on this 
route. 

We won't "bike around the bushes” so to speak. To make a long 
story short, well, we ended up short of our target by around 60 km. " ‘ 
By the time we were in Calamba, 160 km into the route, it was al- osoa T poirias tosda 
ready too dark, and Sunday traffic back to Metro Manila was too 
congested. With heavy hearts (and thighs), we loaded our bikes on 
our support vehicles and called it a day. 

Our conclusion: The 220-km route is still doable—if we cut back 
on our kodakan stops. But then, we groaned, where's the fun in 
that? 

(The Inquirer Cycling Club was guided and paced by Cycling Advo- 
cates and Adventures (Cycad) led by Ramoncito "Monchie" Garcia 
Biker groups who wish to tie up with Cycad can call Monchie at 0918- 
7942803. Bara bike loading capacity was provided by Thule roof 
racks. Tb know how to load up your own ride with 100-percent 
Swedish machine made ISO-qualiy racks, call Thule-EGR Show- 
rooms in Ortigas Avenue (744-6367) and Pasong Tamo (892-7847), 
or visit www.thule.com). 


„12noon- Crossingit 
Boundary at km 8 


Laguna 


ATI-DLSU’s Book Mobile 

INITS GOAL TO SHARE LA SALLIAN EDUCATION WITH 
the young and improverished, De La Salle Lipa (DLSL) 
gears up for the De La Salle Book Mobile and Reading Pro- 
gram. Conceived in 2004 as a brainchild of DLSL president 
Bro. Mawel Pajarilio FSC, the De La Salle Book Mobile and 
Reading Program is a concrete and relevant La Salliar 
sponse to the human and spiritual distresses of poor Fil- 
ipino children in public elementary schools who have little. 
or no access to quality learning materials. Early this year, 
the ATI Group Inc, together with the La Salle Greenhills 
Balches 1976 and 1984 and the De La Salle University Me- 
chanical Engineering Batch 1981 donated an Isuzu micro 
bus to the De La Salle Book Mobile and Reading Program. 
Dubbed as the Book Shuttle, it will transport DLSL volun- 
teers to public schools and communities. “I decided to 
spearhead this educational campaign to jumpstart it the 
soonest time possible," says Antonio T. Inducil, CEO of ATI 
Group. At turnover ceremonies of the Book Mobile are 
(from left): Hec Gloria, special assistant to the president; 
Martin Diaz de Rivera of ATI Group; Bro. Manuel “Mawel” 
Pajarillo, president of DLSL and Corazon Abansi PhD, vice 
chancellor for academics and research. Those who wish to 
donate to the Bookmobile and Reading Program can log on 
to www.disl.edu.com. 


Bright eyes at night 

IFTHE BEAM OF LIGHT COMING FROM YOUR STOCK 
headlights doesn't help you see much, then Xenon Bulbs 
High Intensity Discharge (HID) lights might just be the 
safety equipment that you require. Exclusively distributed 
by Hummer Philippines Inc, Xenon-Bulbs run on the elec: 
tric power of the battery. HID lamps provide more light 
than that produced by halogen lamps, but use only two- 
thirds the power. And because there is no filament to burn 
out, these bulbs are claimed to last for as much as 
161,000 km of driving time. “This performance results in 
more light on the road surface and more of the roadway 
being illuminated,” said Xenon Bulbs Philippines general 


Asymmetrical Rigid Tread Design 


ADDICTED TO THE ROAD 


Bridgestone's passion for excellence continues through the 
REO! Adrenalin high performance tires with asymmetrical 
rigid tread design that not only offers uncompromising levels 
of grip and stability on wet/dry surfaces, but also imparts a 
revolutionary direct feel which translates to instant response 
and more precise driver input to conquer the road. 


Bridgestone Adrenalin RE001 Features: 3 Inside Offset Twin Rib 
* Highly attractive asymmetrical tread design ts + 
* Sporty tire designed to allow even regular drivers to enjoy E 


For High Cornering Force At Lowe 


eering Angles 


Semi Slick Shoulder Design 


Maximum Cornering Grp. 


2 Multi-Curved Slant Groove 


* Better wet performan 


sporty performance without having to drive to the limits. 

* Extremely quiet for a sporty tire enhancing comfort without 
acrificing performance. 

* Designed with the critical collaboration of former F1 driver, 
Stefano Modena 

PHILIPPINE ALLIED ENTERPRISES CORPORATION 

vr Entetein, Makali City 2 Ath A 
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BRIDGESTONE TIRE CENTER GLOBAL CITY 


BRIDGESTONE TIRE CENTER STA. ROSA, 
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BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


manager Benedict Go. Xenon gas-ignited bulbs consume 
just 35 watts, which makes the headlights cooler to touch. 
Go also warns the buying public on buying run-of-the-mill 
Xenon lamps from China being sold as the cheaper altei- 
native. "Our ballasts are made from Germany by Philips 
Our products come with a no-questions-asked warranty. 
adds Go. To know more about how to increase the level ot 
safety during night driving, call 716-0348 or 713-1998, or 
log on to www.xenon-bulbs.com. 
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Roomy & Comfortable 


Enjoy a smooth ride wherever you go with the Avanza. It provides a pleasurable and 
comfortable ride to both driver and passenger. Avanza has a spacious cabin that comfortably 
seats 7 people. Give in to comfort. Give in to the Avanza. 


Visit the nearest Toyota dealer now! 
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MOVE AHEAD! 


TOYOTA FIMNCHL SERVICES 658-500 
TOYOTA DEALER NETWORK: TOYOTA ALABANG, INC. 807-0707 TOYOTA BACOLOD CITY. 034) 444-1811 to 13 TOYOTA BAGUIO CITY, (074) 67-2651 (07) 300-3273 to 74 (014 300-4128 / 3825 / (074) 443-6778 TOYOTA BALINTAWAK, INC. 36-680 1o 08 / 364-1547 to 50 364-4071 to 75 TOYOTA BALINTAVII-NORTI, 
927-7215 1 7 30/39 1821-2421 44 48152 927-7257 62 185 927-288 68 TOYOTA BATANGAS CITY, INC., (043) 7237386 (049722639 TOYOTA BICUTAN PARANADUE. 7774500 TOYOTA CABANATUAN CITY... 04) 465-46] to 87 TOYOTA CAGAYAN DE ORO, INC (08822) 73:770 / 791 / 846 / (088) 858-2994 
(086) 68-7720. (09822 737-480 TOYOTA CEBU CITY, INC., (32) 253-1161 TOYOTA CEBU-MANDAUE, (032) 34-8670 TOYOTA COMMONWEALTH. 952-1021 to 27 TOYOTA CUBAD, INC.. 511-0651 1o £3 TOYOTA DAGUPAN CITY. IC. (075) 17-2006 to 28 (75) 5228771 / 6734 4773 TOYOTA DASMARIRAS CAVITE, 
046) 850-2036 (04) 850-2929 7 (2) 529-8116 sales direct (0) 529-8132 sales fax TOYOTA DAVAO CIT, IN... (082) 234-0998 / (082) 234-2984 / (082) 234-8640 TOYOTA ILOLO CITY, INC.. (033) 320-6115 1o 19 TOYOTA MAKATI, INC.. 897-3339 TOYOTA MANILA BAY CORP. 852400 1o 10 83234321034 / 832-3984 / 
52:347 TOYOTA MARIKINA SERVICE STATION, 62470112 03 TOYOTA OTIS. INC... 564-1831 1o 20 TOYOTA PASONG TAMO, MIC.. 893-8084 TOYOTA QUEZON AVENUE, INC... 712-5001 1o 06 TOYOTA SAN FERNANDO, (4691-1188 TOYOTA SHAW. INC.. 717-0707 10 08 TOYOTA SHAW-ORTIGAS, 671-9854 1o 64 / 671-0460 
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By Raymond Tribdino 
Underbone 
undertones 


FOR THE LONGEST TIME I 
have restrained myself on 
commenting about what one 
reader called the “black 
sheep" of the motorcycling 
community. I have always 
held the position that all 
things taken equal, all motor- 
cyclists are decent, law-abid- 
ing citizens, happily and re- 
sponsibly sharing the roads 
with the same respect and 
courtesy as other roads users. 

Oh how blind was I! (At the 
very least, now I realize, I al- 
ways had one eye closed.) Last 
Saturday on my way back to 
Laguna from a rather hectic 
day in Manila, two helmet-less 
underbone-riding lads 
sideswiped my car, breaking 
the side mirror and forcing me 
off my lane as I tried to avoid. 
them. I almost front ended an 


inline. 


oncoming tricycle as I tried to 
keep my lumbering diesel SUV 


Since the traffic in the al- 
most-urbanized Calamba is 
worse than a blood clot after 
downing a plate of sizzling 
sisig, the two riders escaped 
without me having the benefit 
of even a chase. It was a wake 
up call. After years and years of 
letting their litle venial sins 
pass, I am now confounded 
with an unforgivable mortal 
sin of riding. And the sinners 
never even considered a con- 
fession. 

The sad part of this whole 
episode is that here I am writ- 
ing against the motorcycling 
‘community I consciously chose 
to defend, because I have be- 
come a victim of its inequity. 
But justice needs to be done 

Tam not going to stereotype 
the normal underbone rider as 
unruly and brash, discourteous 
and uncouth. What I want to 
say is that because of their 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


Special PROJECT 


sheer numbers, the underbone 
rider has become a target for 
motorists, car drivers and mo- 


torcycliss alike. 


Te is a disturbing fact of 
motoring 
Based on total industry volume 
underbones outnumber cars 
6:1. And in any given time, on 
any given stretch of road, any 
of these one-cylinder contrap- 
tions will most likely do any of 

counterflow, 
pass in the blind side, cutting 
bigger cars and trucks and 
sneaking into every available 
space of asphalt or concrete 


Philippine 


the following: 


available. 


mayhem. 


yellow line. 


The result: utter underbone 


Ninety percent of the time 
you will see underbone riders 
ride without helmets. The 10 
percent who do wear helmets. 
are also the 10 percent who 
use side mirrors, tum their sig- 
nal lights on when turning and 
keep in their lane despite the. 
itch to overtake on a double 


One reader, Filemon Yumul, 
writes an additional dimen- 
sion. He says "I have not seen 
drivers of motorcycles 400cc 
and above drive with suicidal 
recklessness. True-I have seen 


doit" 
now. 


ers.” 


on how one rides. 


The Chevrolet Aveo Sedan, 
with the adventurous and sophisticated in mi 


THE CHEVROLET AVEO SEDAN 
promises to captivate the young and 
sophisticated motorist with its fresh, 
colorful spirit and modern design. The 
Aveo Sedan’s concept includes the 
most spacious interior in its class, de- 
livered in luxury and comfort, and 
world-class production standards that 
guarantee its quality. 

The Aveo Sedan is Chevrolet's re- 
sponse to discriminating customers 
who dare to stand out. The 1.4L Aveo's 
long list of equipment and features, 
which includes the high-performance 
Euro suspension tuning system, en- 
sures that it will deliver the best value 
with the most competitive pricing in its 
class. In addition to its superior design, 


+14 DOHC engine with VGIS 


* 4 channel anti-lock brake system 


every component used in the Aveo 
Sedan's production process is guaran- 
teed to be of international standard 
quality marked with Chevroler's brand 
heritage. Its a car that truly makes a 
statement. 

The Chevrolet Aveo Sedan features 
a body-frame that gives it a large ap- 
pearance and stylishly spacious interi- 
or, at the same time providing superior 
comfort levels with plenty of leg and 
headroom that will easily accommo- 
date up to five passengers. 

The Chevrolet Aveo Sedan’s front 
grille was designed to look bigger and 
wider, while the Chevrolet bowtie logo 
was enlarged. Frontal lamps are multi- 
focus reflectors, which feature the 


* Dual airbags - Euro ride suspension 


+ 60/40 rear seat split 
+14" alloy wheels 
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front high beam/low beam and signal 
lights in a single casing. The front en- 
gine hood sports likewise a stylish de- 
sign to go with the rest of the car and to 
match the new front grille and frontal 
lamps. 

The sides of the Chevrolet Aveo 
Sedan feature flared wheel arches, al- 
lowing it to achieve a more aggressive 
sporty look. Side view mirrors come in 
two-tone colors and are larger than be- 
fore, which gives better visibility and 
clearer view of traffic. The rear stands 
out with a triangular shaped tail lamp 
casing, which hides two round lamps 
and a rear fog light. The 3rd brake light 
is embedded on the rear window area, 
which achieves a neat and tidy appear- 


Gift Certificate can be used to pay for LTO Registration. Car Insurance, Chattel 
Mortgage or as discount on car price. Gift Certificates are valid until fully consumed. 


a lot of flaming bumouts done 
by overzealous big bike riders, 
but they seem to always choose 
a judicious time and place to 


He goes on to say, “the ten- 
dency of many of us four- 
wheelers to regard them (big 
bikers) with respect on the 
road. But the aforementioned 
underbone and similar bike 
wielding citizens however, dis- 
play poor judgment every sin- 
gle day that I encounter them 
on the road. I'm not saying that 
every biker I see does it. But I 
swear that over the last four 
years, not a single day has 
passed where I find myself on 
the road and not seen the de- 
plorable driving habits of rid- 


I share Mr Yumul's frustra- 
ion, noting that the discourte- 
ous acts and disrespectful driv- 
ing habits of underbone riders 
“explain the persistently grow- 
ing bias against two wheelers.” 
One would think it was logical 
that the cost of the vehicle 
would have a direct correlation 


‘There isa lot of logic there. 
Mr Yumul says "it would 

seem that the more expensive 

your bike, the more grey mat- 


ter resides under the helmet 
(or lack thereof). And it seems 
the greater the vulnerability, 
the less the regard of the rider 
for his own safety.” Spot on? 

It may hurt, but remember, I 
have absolutely no intention of 
Jumping together everyone in- 
to one basket of rotten eggs. 
But the motorcycling commu- 
nity must bring to the attention 
of our erring brothers that it 
just needs a lot of common 
sense and respect for other 
Toad users to get credibility 
and integrity back to our side. 
The side of motorcyclists. 

Let me end this column by 
again quoting Mr Yumul, “I 
guess the conclusion that this 
long-winded expulsion of frus- 
tration is getting to is that the 
majority of the motorcycle rid- 
ers in this country are reaping 
what they are sowing.” 

“There can be no counter to 
the argument that the continu- 
ing discrimination is a result of 
the fact that the majority of 
two wheelers in this country 
consciously and consistently 
induce mayhem and anarchy 
inourroads.” 


Send your comments to: kill 
‚switch.roadtalk@gmail.com. 


ance and 
avoids the 
usual protru- 
sion problems 
of other an- 
tennae. 

Large air 
vents come in the 
innovative round de- 
signs, which allow you to ro: 
tate them 360 degrees for better air 
flow adjustability and optimal disper- 
sion of cool air inside che vehicle. 

Front seats can be adjusted forwards 
and backwards and are also height ad- 
justable. Compartments are designed 
into the sides of the seats for extra 
functionality and practicality. 
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Mechanic-at-large 
Giby Yalung answers your 
most pressing automotive 

problems 


Dear Gibs: 


T would just like to ask if air fil- 
ters, ora class of air filters, can af- 
fect performance in terms of fuel 
efficiency and power of diesel en- 
gines. Some say that there are spe- 
cial kinds of air filters that can 
even increase the performance of 
diesel engines, such as the K & N 
brand. Is it true? 


Roldan R 
Dear Rold: 


Air filter brands such as K&N, 
Shimota, Ramflow, and HKS are 
all free flow and are of good quali- 
ty They do work a solid 3 to 5-per- 
cent increase in power and fuel 


economy. However, they are quite 
loud. Thanks for writing! 

For your questions or comments, 
e-mail 
askgibs.roadtalk@gmail.com. 


The Aveo Sedan comes with top-of- 
the-line safety features such as dual 
airbags, ABS, 3rd brake lamp and front 
and rear fog lamps. 

The Chevrolet Aveo is available in 
two variants, a 5-speed manual trans- 
mission (P650,000) and a 4-speed au- 
tomatic (P690,000). 


lead vocalist 
Mojoty 
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A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE, f2 r int 


The Aveo Sedan. Ride smoothly with style. 


est ve today at your nearest Chevrolet dealer: MAKATI 894-1976 867-8183 to 87 » QUEZON AVENUE 374-1250 TO 59 © SHA 535-4944, 533-6349, 533-8375, 533-1263 PASIG 672-1612 to 14. 672-1485 


ALABANG 771-1206 to 09 = NORTH EDSA 374-9992 to 97, 374-9963 > MANILA 564-0129 = CEBU (032) 234-0428 to 29 = PAMPANGA (045) 963-3333, (045) 850-2000 = DAVAO (082) 300-7777, 


(082) 235-3811 » DAGUPAN (075) 523-7777. 075) 523-1835, 075) 515-5577 + ILOILO (033) 329-2888, (033) 323-2222 = BACOLOD (034) 708-2489 
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After one 

of north- 
ern Europe's wettest 
summers on record, 
fashion designers 
showing in Milan 
this week are confi- 
dently predicting 
more seasonal sun- 
shine next year for 
their airy, light-as-a- 
-feather creations. 

Certainly Miuccia 
Prada did not have 
downpours in mind 
when she sent out 
her models like a 
flock of fragile but- 
terflies, all a-flutter 
in outfits fit for Tin- 
kerbell. 

Each body-hug- 
ging frock had a sec- 
ond sheer silk layer 
superimposed, giv- 
ing an iridescent ha- 
lo effect in pale 
pinks, watery 
greens or 
aubergine, printed 
with delicate Asian- 
-inspired motifs. 

Voluminous skirts 
‘and dresses in green 
and white silk or gilt 
leather were a mod- 
ern take on aristo- 
cratic costume be- 
fore the French Rev- 
olution. 

‘At Bottega Vene- 
ta, the silhouette 
iwas fluid in the 
houses hallmark 
dusty pastels, with 
dresses cinched in 
the waist and brush- 
ing the calf, dis- 
cretely — luxurious 
with hand-finished 
details. 

The lingerieled 
brand La Perla, as 
ever, remained un- 
decided whether to 
show outerwear or 
underwear, and of- 
ten opted for a mix- 
ture of the two, like 
a bra worn on top of 
a dress like a breast- 
plate at the front, 
but plunging into 
the material at the 
back, or another bra 
half-exposed under 
a blouse with a sin- 
gle sleeve. 

At Blumarine the 
collection was short 
and very sexy, Saint 
Tropez chic. Anna 
Molinari teamed ba- 
by-doll dresses in 

turquoise, 


pink with bikers 
leather jackets in 
bright colors. 

Hot pants came in 
sand or even bright 
orange knit, with lit- 
tle lace-edged tops 
or waiters’ waist- 
Coats covered in 
mother-of-pearl, 
some just held to- 
gether by a tiny clip 
between the 
breasts. 

At Iceberg the 
“mood was rock "n 

* "poll, with lashings of 
black leather and 
rhinestones mixed 
with gold plastic for 
skimpy dresses and 
cropped jackets with 
wide sleeves. AFP 
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IF YOU THINK GLUTATHIONE IS ONLY FOR SKIN 
WHITENING, YOU'RE IN FOR A SURPRISE! 


The popularity of glutathione has focused mainly on its skin whitening properties. 


But unknown to most, glutathione brings with it a host of amazing health benefits never 
before found in one supplement and which are crucial to survival in today's world. 


WHY IS GLUTATHIONE IMPORTANT? 

Glutathione is special because it is both fat soluble and water soluble. Being so, it 
is active throughout the body. As an anti-oxidant, and the ‘master anti-oxidant’ at 
that, glutathione neutralizes free radicals thereby protecting healthy cells from 
damage. Glutathione also acts as a chelator — it binds to and escorts out of the body 
heavy metals and other contaminants that cause the free radical damage. Glutathione 
is an important part of the liver's detoxification system because it helps to remove 
metabolic waste. It also plays a major role in transporting amino acids into cells. 


‘SUPPLEMENTATION IS A NECESSITY 

Research has found that glutathione prevents oxidative stress in most cells, and 
protects the DNA and RNA. As we age, glutathione levels drop. Low levels mean 
less protection from diseases like cancer, multiple sclerosis, and Parkinson's disease 
which flourish when the body has insufficient anti-oxidant protection. In view of 
these dangers, supplementation of glutathione is important, 


GLUTATHIONE SUPPLEMENTS ARE NOT CREATED EQUAL 

With the proliferation of glutathione supplements, stories of users who have been 
victimized by substandard products have also increased. They remind us to be careful 
in choosing the brand of glutathione to use. In this regard, it is important to know 
that not all glutathione supplements are the same. 


REDUCED IS SUPERIOR TO UN-REDUCED 

Unknown to many, glutathione is available in two forms: reduced or unreduced. Most 
brands, like the cheap ones flooding the market, are in the unreduced form. MET 
TATHIONE, on the other hand, is 100% premium-grade reduced glutathione imported 
from Japan. All the raw materials that go into the manufacture of MET TATHIONE are 
also made in Japan, the most trusted source of supplemental glutathione in the world 
today. Reduced glutathione doesn't mean less or inferior. It is, in fact, the scientific 
term used by knowledgeable dermatologists and medical practitioners to describe the 
highest grade and safest form of glutathione available in the market. As proof, the 
Woodlands Healing Research Center in Philadelphia, USA, declared that “glutathione 
must be in the reduced form to work properly. The unreduced form is much cheaper 
and isn't metabolically active.” (Source: www.woodmed.com) 


IT'S NOT THE DOSAGE BUT THE QUALITY THAT COUNTS 

When it comes to quality, potency, and safety, studies conclude that reduced glutathione 
is superior to unreduced glutathione. And even if the dosage of unreduced glutathione. 
is increased to 500mg per capsule, it will not compensate for its inherent weakness, 
or solve the fact that it doesn't work properly and is not easily metabolized by the 
body. On the other hand, each capsule of MET TATHIONE is a concentrated, thus, 
more potent dose containing 250mg of premium-grade reduced glutathione, 25mg of 
alpha lipoic acid (a natural moisturizer), and 125mg of sodium ascorbate 

(natural vitamin C). Together, they help cleanse the body, strengthen 

the immune system, delay ageing, boost sexual potency, prevent skin 

allergies and stress-related diseases... plus, decrease the production. 

of melanin to whiten skin. 


TRUST ONLY PREMIUM-GRADE REDUCED 
GLUTATHIONE - MET TATHIONE 

If you put a premium on your health and looks, 

don't take chances with unreduced glutathione 
supplements which may cost less but could put 
you at risk. Next time you buy a glutathione 
‘supplement, ask for MET TATHIONE premium-grade. 
reduced glutathione from Japan. It's your guarantee 
of safety, potency, and reliability. 


Available at E] mercury drug and other leading drug stores nationwide. 
For inquiries, text REG (space) NAME (space) ADDRESS (space) AGE and send to 09175500MET. 
BFAD Approved FR No. 61879 No approved therapeutic claims. 


HOTLINE 0917500iMET 
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Text by Alex Y. Vergara 
Photos by Sara Black 


R. HAYDEN KHO 
r is a walking 
enigma. He can be 


carefree one moment, 
preening for the cameras 
in his latest Hugo Boss 
and Moschino outfits, 
and serious the next, dis. 
cussing his concept of an 
unseen God and His infi- 
nite universe. 

He's also an avid reader who 
never lets go of self-help and 
philosophical books without go: 
ing through them “from cover 
to cover.” No matter how busy 
his schedule is, says Kho, he 
makes it a point to read for at 
least half an hour every night 
before going to bed. 

Inspite of his numerous activi- 
ties, which include singing his 
heart out on GMA 7's “Celebrity 
Duets” every Saturday evening, 
he still manages to find time to 
read three books a month, 

“When I read a book, even fic- 
tion, its important for me to 
learn something from it and 
teach it to somebody else," says 
Kho, during a lull in his crazy 
schedule—now including weekly 
voice lessons with Abeg and Ding 
Pionso. “Otherwise, I can't fully 
claim that I've read the book.” 

He's currently savoring a 
copy of “The Power of Kabbal- 
ah” by Yehuda Berg and has 
recently reread “Mere Chris- 

tianity” by CS Lewis as a foil 
to Richard Dawkins’ atheist 
arguments in “The God 

Delusion.” 

‘After reading Dawkins, 
it's easy to fall into the belief 
that there's no God,” says 
Kho. “To balance everything, 
I went back to ‘Mere Chris- 

Uanity’ I then came up with 

my own conclusions after go- 

ing through both books.” 

So what did he arrive at? 
There's definitely a God, but 
the 6/3" looker says he has a 
“different” idea of the 
Supreme Being and the role 
ordinary mortals like him play 
in the grand scheme of things. 


Driven, serious 

Indeed, beneath this model's 
facade (he joined "Bodyshots" 
in 2000 and dabbled in ramp 
modeling while taking up 
A Bult... . medicine at the University of 
Vance Santo Tomas) is a serious end 
driven man who claims to 

know what he wants. 
"1 love kids, but I hate pe- 
diatries,” he says, before 
breaking into a boyish grin. "T 
want to specialize in anti-aging 
medicine because I find it inter- 
esting. Of course, that’s also 


ann PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER > 


LIFESTYLE 


where the money is.” 

Don’t get him wrong, though, 
as Kho is the first to point out 
that his career choice is based 
on “love.” He wants to make a 
pile as soon as possible in order 
to give something back to his 
parents. 

Kho, who took after his fa- 
ther's long and lean physique, 
credits his dad, also a doctor, for 
influencing him to pursue 
medicine. Kho Sr, an ethnic 
Chinese, practices family and 
industrial medicine in Manila. 

Kho's free spirit of a mother, 
who's into landscaping, fashion 
and interior design, on the oth- 
er hand, is responsible for help- 
ing him keep in touch with "my. 
feminine le.” The Filipino- 
Spanish beauty is also to 
"blame" for her son's striking 
Eurasian features. 

^I want them to enjoy life 
while they're still strong," says 
Kho, the fourth of five kids. “I 
can’t imagine myself being sup- 
ported by my parents all my life. 
Talso want to be independent.” 

This re: tion has led him 
to drop his dream of specializ- 
ing in plastic surgery. Doing so 
would mean training for anoth- 
er eight to 10 years. After nearly 
a decade preparing for a career 
in medicine, this guy has had 
enough of “unemployable en- 
lightenment.” 

"Im raring to put my educa- 
tion to good use,” he declares. 
“It's time to work.” 


Not only is he practical, he al- 
so seems wise beyond his years 
when it comes to matters of the 
heart. Not a few people raised 
their eyebrows in disbelief 
when Kho and Dr. Vicki Belo de- 
cided to go public with their re- 
lationship. 

The two have, in fact, been 
dating for two years now, soon 
after Kho joined the Belo Medi- 
cal Group at the Medical Plaza 
in Makati as one of its residents. 

“Tve always felt that I'm an old 
soul,” he explains. “Even when I 
was much younger, I've always 
been drawn to older women. 
Even my friends in school were a 
bit older than me. I find older 
people more interesting.” 

‘Surprisingly, in their May-De- 
cember relationship, its Belo 
who's often the subject of nasty 
talk. 

“I have no problems dealing 
with all the criticisms." he says. 
“They can call me a user for all 
they want, but please spare her. 
Irs so unfair because Vicks is 
such a good person." 

In Kho's eyes, Belo is also one 
of the sexiest and most beautiful 
women he has ever dated. She's 


also fashionable in a daring but 
classic way. In a world where 
talk has become cheap, he also 
cites her for her integrity. 

Her word means a lot,” he 
says. "If she promises you some 
thing, she will do it without re. 
grets. Unlike me, she believes in 
the goodness of people. She be- 
lieves everybody changes for 
the good. That's why some peo: 
ple have taken advantage of 
her” 

As Belos  selfappoinied 
knight in shining armor,” Kho 
often feels frustrated that he 
can’t defend his ladylove from 
malicious and anonymous ai 
tacks 24/7. Thus, as a rule, the 
couple doesn’t let unsolicited 
comments, whether good or 
bad, affect them. 

And now that Kho has started 
appearing on TV, initially as a 
reluctant singer out to serenade 
the two most important women 
in his life—his mother and his 
girlfriend—can a career in 
show biz be far behind? 

“It depends if the offer is at- 
tractive,” he says with a wink. 
“But I will never turn my back 
on medicine." 

Xho is all set to fly to Europe 
sometime next year to embark 
on a series of training sessions 
with the best anti-aging special- 
ists in the continent. Instead of 
eight years, he expects to finish 
the program in two. 
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and scarfall 
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Avant-garde Second time around 


ONE OF THE MOST PRESTI- The new boutique boasts 


gious watchmakers in the of furniture and display sys- 


‘ 
. A world, Omega, hasopenedits tems that are specially de- 
u f second free-standing bou- signed and made in the 
tique in the Philippines. Omega headquarters in 


The new boutique is locat- Switzerland. 
j ed at 2/L TriNoma in Quezon. Renowned for its preci- 
Ki P City. It carries the complete sion, Omega has been official 
specific reference point. It is used by as- \ collections, including Con- Games for more than three- 
trologers, navigators and military men to stellation, Seamaster, Speed- quarters of a century now. 
survey their bearings. d master, De Ville, and Speciali- The legendary Swiss brand 
‘Azimuth is also the brand name of a line ties lines, as well as elegant has also been the watch cho- 
ef premium arot SoM watches founded designs from the Omega fine sen by NASA and its astro- 
in 2003 by veterans in the watch industry. Jewelry collection, nauts in the conquest of 
The watches are individually modified and debe M C aca, om AA 
assembled in Switzerland. f joutique in Glorietta and ev- Omega’s reputation for 
Aslmuth is available in four main nes: ery Omega outlet worldwide, exquisite design, craftsman- 
Mecha-1 BME Militare-1, Round-1 and SP-1 [ond fine timepieces and ship, and style sees it as the 
Mechanique. These collections include a f REGULATEUR Retrograde a ee 
ns x auno n Se Hiig Hound-l collection that reflects Omega's tradi- men and women around the 
ES M MG. own: tion of excellence since 1848. world. 
PN Eres a complica: signature collection. It exudes industrial | Stationedattheboutiqueisa Omega watches are also 
ap tions, ete, ii machismo with its race-car allusions and qualified watchmaker who available at the Omega bou- 
Mecha-1 BMF tep- cutting-edge aesthetics. Militare-1 gets its providestechnicaladviceand tique in Glorietta and retail 
resents Azimuth's inspiration from pilots’ watches during the most professional and ef- watch shops like Lucerne, 
World War II, commonly known as the B- ficient customer service. Chronos, and Prestige. 
Uhr. Another nostalgic piece from Azimuth 
is the Round-l collection, with classic 
round-shaped cases inspired by 1940s 
timepieces. Nicknamed "spaceship watch,” 
the SP-1 Mechanique line, meanwhile, fea- 
tures a forward-looking timepiece that 
gives one a feel of gazing at the universe 
from inside a space shuttle when telling 
time 
Azimuth timepieces are available at 
Rafael Jewellery, 2/L Edsa Shangri-La 
Plaza Mall (tel. 6363399) 


JAGDBOMBER, 
Militare-1 collec 


aL 
FX DATE by Buffalo. An analogue watch with date feature and brown 
leather strap 


Watches from A to Z 


IN A FLOURISHING 
market of watches of- 
fering various shapes, 
designs, and prizes, di N 
Watch Republic of- H 
C de Price-drop ‘til you drop! 
newest brands and i 
ee § Shop with your BDO and Equitable credit cards at SM Department 
carries brands such as 3 Stores in Cubao, Manila, Bicutan, Dasmarifias and lloilo during the 
Adidas, Police, Buffa- 3 3-Day Sale on September 28 to 30 and enjoy exclusive rebates! 
lo, Timberland, and 
Michael Kors for both 
men and women. : , é —€— 
Watch Republic ze ccm z EAS 
has branches at Pow- j 
Plant Mall Rock- . 
E p rus Enjoy up to 15% Rebate! Be ready to get more! 
Robinsons Place Er- Get an instant 5% Rebate" for a minimum Shop with your BDO and Equitable credit cards 
mita, The Block SM purchase of P3,000 and an additional and get a chance to win P5,000 worth of 


"sc Rebate with your SM Advantage Cardon SM Gift Cards! 
North Edsa, Mall of the first day of the sale from 10am to 12nn! 

i BDO Credit Cards: Call 631-8000 for detalis or visit any 
Ash, Marec Mer, SO Celt Garas Sales Booth at selected SM Male, any 
SM Fairview, SM Li- E | 800 branch or BDO On-site near you. 
pa, SM Pampanga, 


> Equitable Cards: Cal 67.7977 or 
SM Cebu, SM Ba- 800-1888-5264 (Domestic Toll-Free) 
colod and Limketkai 


co. 


FLORENCE BEFORE: 1 z See yers tor awais 
Get funky with this Por DTENCH Forma No £390 Sene dl 2007 
black ion-plated case 

with stones and black 

leather strap. 


Photography Charles Lu 
Watches from Watch Republic 
Shot on location in Singapore aboard Star Cruise Superstar Virgo 
Model Melissa Frye 


Shop, eat and save big at 
SM City Manila & Bicutan 


Rediscover the pleasures of SM shopping and eating out! Go value-hunting 
on the weekend of September 28, 29 and 30 at SM City Manila 
and SM City Bicutan. For the convenience g 


have been extended from 10am to 11pm on 
Friday, September 28 and Saturday, 
September 29. 


GRE 


‘AT SELECTIONS 


MALLWIDE 


Mall hours: 10am - 10pm 


Per DTENCR Permit No. 4220, Serias of 2007 


“ 


—E 
get a chance to 


NERT BASE’ 
Portable DVD Player with 
17.78cm (7”) color monitor 

for every P500 single or accumulated purchase 


More prizes for 
more winners! 


"| single-receipt 


purchase | 
from any! 
participating ‘= 


9 store (food or "= 


non-food) qualifies 7" 

, Shoppers to join the raffle en 
Sept. 30, 2007. At stake in the DAY 
SALE raffle event: a total of 10 Next 
Base portable DVD players with 7- 
inch color monitor. ( 5 units"fór 5 
winners per mall.) 


nen] Come for the great Vil 


Cap the month of 
September with 
take-home buys on 
a wide assortment of 


merchandise tagged 

at up to 50% off. 
Participating establishments - 
including beauty and fitness 
boutiques, specialty shops, 
appliance and computer stores, 
home stores, fashion boutiques, 
and many more - are offering 
fantastic deals in addition to the 
price breaks. 


Avail of all these at SM City Bicutan, 
your one-stop malling venue in 
| Southern Metro Manila. 


Car the savings! 


Bag the many 
attractive deals and 
offers during the 
3-DAY SALE event 
at SM City Manila. 
And, for your 
Christmas shopping, 
you'd be pleasantly surprised to 
find an amazing array of gift items 
for your wish list! 


Boost your chances to WIN! 


&lroopcourt 
Meet to eat at SM FOODCOURT: 
Take your pick £ 
from a wide 
selection of ZZ 
menus, served 
hot and tasty for 
you, your family 
and friends at 
really cool prices. 


Every P150 single or accumulated 
purchase entitles you to one raffle 
coupon. 


You can also 


N tickets to à 


Black-Eyed: 

Peas concert, and 

more in SM Foodcourt's Soup-er 

Prizes promo, on-going until 
October 7. 


CINEMA 


| Relax, watch a movie. See your 
favorite stars in their latest flicks a 
SM CINEMA. : 


Every single purchase of four cinema 
tickets qualifies you to join the Next 
Base DVD player raffle promo. 
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“Editor Chelo Banal-Formoso ^ 


3 Jenni Epperson 
and Apples Aberin-Sadhwani 


season of 

futurism, 
fashion houses 
around the 
globe are dig- 
ging deep into 
historical 
archives and 
taking inspira- 
tion from eras 
past to create 
new collections 
meant for the 
modern wom- 
an. 

For Fall/Winter 
2007, for instance, 
Louis Vuitton de- 
signer Marc Jacobs 
chose 17th-century 
Dutch paintings as a 
springboard for his 
polished, grown-up 
yet still very hip col- 
lection. Muccia Pra- 
da presented coats 
with an interesting 
1920s slouch while 
Alber Elbaz of Lan- 
vin drew inspiration. 
from Jeanne Lan- 
vin's illustrations of 
wide-shouldered 
1930s gowns. 

International 
brands Episode and 
Jessica, on the other 
hand, are channel- 
ing the 1960s by 
paying homage to 
two icons of that 
era: Jackie O., 
whose style count- 
less women have 
tried to imitate since. 
her days as JFK's 
first lady, and the 
mod squad. As such, 
A-line,  baby-doll 
and 'swing tops, 
dresses and jackets 
with large rounded 
collars ^ comprise 
both labels’ current 
collections. 

Neutral colors 
like black and cream 
are predominant in 
Episode Studio's 
current collection. 
Meanwhile, tonal 
hues in powder 
blue, steel and rose- 
bud’ anchored to 
black define Jessi- 
ca's fall offerings. 

Fabrication for 
Episode Studio's line 
consists of Rayon 
and stretch jersey for 
ease and comfort, 
cashmere fora touch 
of luxe, and basket 
weave for novelty. 
Jeisica's fabrication 
range focuses on 
day-to-evening com- 
binations that in- 
clude reflective fab- 
rics like metallic de- 
vore, metallic. 
Jacquard and Lurex 
canvas weave. 

The former's gen- 
eral feel leans to- 
wards timeless ele- 
gance and a tradi- 
tional professional 


look characterized Hg 

by jackets with : 

trademark Jackie O. |: 

shawl collars and [B 
French cuffs, while 

Jessica's look harks Li B 1 A N A j 

en The good life you can afford 
London, when 


flared cuffs and ruf- |; Por DTI-NOR Permit No. 4: 
feswereapleny |‘ 
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Retro hits 


Remember | 

thatretro | 

references ; 
| in fashion $ 
| will work 
onlywhen : 
1 they're 


j nottaken 
3 literally 


APPLES' 
PICKINGS 


- JESSICA black knitted pullover, blue green knitted long-sleeved 
Apples Aberin- turtleneck; (right) navy knitted dress with cardigan, pearl with 
Sadhwani semiprecious stones ribbon necklace 


From page DI 
Of course, it’s best to remem- esting, fashion-forward appeal. Mall) and Jessica (Shangri-La 

ber that retro references in fash- So, while looking to the past Plaza Mall, Podium, Rustan's in 

ion will work only when they're for inspiration, inject a litle of Makati) are exclusively dis- P toe Aw Pakaa” 

not taken literally. A good mix thehereandnow(andofthefu- tributed by Store Specialists Make/n vod hair Robbie Pinera for 

of retro and modern pieces (say, ture even!) for a look that’s Inc. ee 

a swing jacket a la Jackie O. stylesavvy, up-to-the-minute for L'Oreal Professional 

3 paired with edgy skinny jeans) and still fashionably fun! E-mail the author at afash- 

j| will always lend a more inter- Episode (Shangri-La Plaza ion@inquirer.com.ph 


NS 


EPISODE cream knee-length lace dress 


JESSICA gray A-line mini dress, gray patent ankle boots, plastic acrylic chain necklace; (right) taupe dress with 
embellished neckline, woven gold metal coat, patent camel mary-janes 
‘ 
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a 
Benefit bazaar Oct. 19- 
m 
TICKLED PINK, 
THE BENEFIT 
BAZAAR, will be 
held Oct. 19-20, 
10a.m.-10p.m., 
at the Rockwell 
Tent, Makati. 
The look is New 
Age Zen in black 
and pink, the 
global breast 
cancer color, | 
styled by Joseph 
Claravall. The 
bazaar will 
showcase rare 
items, mostly 
products for ex- 
port ranging 
from women's 
wear and acces- 


"I'm down 2 sizes 
| because of Kando.” 
m Aeon testi, ned oeep 
pti. War nase 
"oeveqhvititdungo m ee 
Beth haeo de ees 
aan noui somada. 
ande ten ann 


Tet us, 
AGEL 
WOLKE | 


] EE 
ien 
Medicae 


BEFORE 


c Myra e 


Facial Moisturizer 


sories, 
menswear, chil- 
dren’s clothing 
and toys, home 
accessories, 
gifts, and a wide 
array of food. 
Specially de- 
signed items 
from ICanServe 
foundation are 
also available. 
Bianca Araneta, 
a supporter of 
the advocacy, is 
the event's sig- 
nature model 
(6873942, e- 
mail icanserve 
@yahoo.com or 
visit 
www.icanserve. 
net). 


“Kando fits my needs 
and my lifestyle." 
My typical day includes going to the gym, 
din ed taring cofee wita Hn, 
and sing ie aan ovr 
and mie asa shop. 
Thal tine toma ye 
‘ght and keep ap ihn bey, = 


Tambani yao 
reat cre 


BEFORE 


Goodbye — Hello. 
i 


Kap, Fab 


You can WIN an allexpense | 

to HONG KONG and much more 

eo Dyer or check he ie Ana Megan 
h p 


SNH Ss 


Serpent bangle 


"Zunic, by far, has the 

most effective and 

relaxing slimming treatments 

(with immediate and lasting 

"". results) I've ever experienced!" 


— Authentic customer statement, 22 March 2007 
(not a paid endorsement) 


Its not easy for hearty eaters to diet. Everyone knows 
how agonizing it is to deprive yourself of food! It is no 


less difficult when you're overweight; all that extra weight 
dangerously accelerates your heart rate, which may put 


you at risk from heart failure. 


Fortunately, the latest advances in medical technology 
make it possible to lose weight and actually shape your 
out exercise, dieting, pills, injections, or painful 


body with 
surgery. 
N 


{Thanks to the exclusive Zunic Methodology. fat can 


“now be literally melted away using a variety o 


‘sophisticated 


equipment that non-invasively reaches under the skin and 


\dissolves stubborn fat deposits. 


rograms 


J are exactly the Same.. Each program is individually tallored 


to meet your time constraints, and to achieve your personal 


objectives. 


That's why more and more busy people 
come to Zunic, We aim to deliver 
immediate shaping and toning results 
(often times in as litte as 45 minutes), 
with as litte fuss as possible. 


Visit us today to discover what Zunic can 
do for you! We're open daily (Monday to 
Sunday) from 8am to 8pm. 
Consultations are free, and are held in 
strict confidence. 


slimming & body sculpting 


Celebrate with us on our 1st anniversary! 


Buy 1, Take 1 FREE Metabolique™ 


Sept. 21 to Sept. 28, 2007 only. per DT-NGA Pent No. tat Senes of 2007, 


MAKATI: 752-0600 or 752-0601 Upper Ground Floor, Somerset Olympia 7912 Makati Avenue, Makati City. 
QUEZON CITY: 374-0600 or 374-0800 Ground Floor, New Grange Building 32 Timog Avenue, Quezon City. 


results-oriented approach to 


body sculpting too! 


CONGRATULATIONS 


to last week’s winners! 


Sali na! Para mukhang blooming 
ka na everyday, winner ka pa! 


September 15 
Rizaliz C. Santiago 


Gen. Trias, Cavite 
September 16 


Ana Belen M. Manansala 
Sta. Ana, Manila 


September 17 


Aileen Omac 
Cagayan De Oro 


September 18 
Dolores de Honor 


Balintawak, Quezon City 
September 19 


Leslie G. Ocampo 


Imus, Cavite 
September 20 
Kyla Adielle G. Ortigas 


Legaspi Village, Makati City 
September 21 
Rachelle Colina 


Gen. Trias, Cavite 


Join now! 

Just write your NAME, ADDRESS, TELEPHONEIMOBILE 
NUMBER, and SIGNATURE on a piece of paper and enclose 
ether TWO (2) MYRA E FACIAL MOISTURIZER TOME 
SACHETS or ONE (1) MYRA E FACIAL MOISTURIZER 
SOML CARTON PAC 

Mali Y&R PHILIPPINES INC. 27/FYUCHENGCO TOWER 
RCBC PLAZA 6819 AYALA AVE, MAKATI CITY or drop 
your entries a the Myra E Booth during Myra E Mal Tour 
To various mali. 

Dally winners from September 26 to 30 wil be notified 
and announced on Eat Bulaga from Monday to Saturday 
And SOP on Sunday. 

You too can win P30,000 in our dally draws this September! 
See posters and yers for more deal 


September mall tour schedule: 
SM Dasmarinas &Trinoma 


September 29-30 


Por DOHAFAD Fermi, 080 42007. “rel Clty Healthcare, 


w.benchtm.com 


ww 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2007 - PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Forleedback emat us st Hestyle@inguiren.com.ph 


gr ya ———— 
$ 7 $ Lia Text us your feedback: 
| | inquirer Me namejagafetyimessage to 
ee e am Gar) 


Orange flavored drink to lose weight 
„now in the Philippines 


Hydapbıih 
Ray-Ban introduces 

the latest 
reincarnation of the 
classic Wayfarers, 
and Hollywood 


is snatching | i 1 “With Mya lost 2 inches 
them up again | * n around my waist in just 6 waoks' 


WHO CAN EVER FORGET TOM CRUISE'S 
defining scene in “Risky Business” where he 
danced around in 
nothing but a polo 
shirt, tighty whities 
and tube socks? 
That Hollywood 
moment put “Risky 
Business” on the 
pop-culture map. It 
also turbo-launched 
the popularity of 
an iconic fashion 
item—no, not the movie without them. 
briefs and tube ^ That 1983 movie became pivotal in ce. BACK- Tayoa poco 
socks combo, but menting Tom Cruise's career, and likewise per iacha Barton, Sienna Miter and 
Ray-Ban Wayfarer re-launched Ray-Ban Wayfarers as an oo T 
shades. It’s hard to inimitable Hollywood accessory Some Ashley Simpson 1 tyerotim Hotine: 894-11-11 | 
think of Tom 360,000 pairs were sold each year since ML PHOTOS COURTESY FBHANDEDUFESTTE INC 
Epperson Cruise in that BABY/E 


can see the alferance. F] 
+ No mora sugari cabo covings * 


"SIM Phor ; 
For only P9,999. 


VIDEO PLAYER as a CAMERA MP3 PLAYER 

Watch a full-length movie. 3. Have complete artistic freedom „iz Have an instant party with our music. 

ar two on our 2.4" screen. „With our still and videocamera. 5. 4: player and 3D stereo quality speakers. 
is ct Fox mor ifo log on own tom gh 


Available nationwide at all Avid, CMK Cellular, Camworks, Inc., Electronics Boutique, Hello, Mactel, Mega Celular Network knc., Memo Express, Mobile Experts, Mobile One, Oxford, Quality Cellular, Semicon, Simplus, Telecom Concepts, and Wellcom branches. 
Also available at the following select provincial dealers: Callcom Tacloban, Electroworld Cebu, Phone Patch Zamboanga, Pick and Carry Dumaguete, Saver' Group of Companies Tarlac, Tarlac Mac Enterprises, ne, Technomart Cagayan and Technomart Davao. 


Central Reservations 
Telephone (632) 702-2700 to 04 
Fox (632) 638-9255 to 56 
KABAYAN = reservations@legendhotels.com.ph 

“HOTEL Ideal for those who need 3 hours of rest, a shower, i RS 535 Caimito Road 
GALOOGAN and a good meal before heading for their appointments $ oinar Mchitdur Haha 


Laging binabalikan, Features: Airconditioned Cable Television - Wi-fi ready -With Separate or Common Toilet & Bath, — [& 3 ; Tel. 361-7454; 362-4678; 362-1298 
mahirap iwanan. Grooming Area - With lockers & Utility room *6 single bed - Lounge area + Safe& secure MB il www.kabayanhotel.com.ph 


Red see. Sienna Miller, Rachel Bilson and Ashley Olsen 


Baby, Ilove ^ 
your shades 


From page El 


they appeared in that movie, and 
when they also graced "Miami | 
Vice" and “Moonlighting, 
skyrocketed to 1.5 million. The 
shades became the decade's 
defining accessory. 

Hollywood celebrities of an 
earlier era, Marilyn Monroe and 
James Dean among them, also 
helped popularize Ray-Ban Way- 
farers. But it was Audrey Hep- 
burn who first elevated Wayfar- 
ers to legendary status when she 
wore a tortoiseshell pair in the 
classic film "Breakfast at 
Tiffany's.” 

They seemed to be the perfect, 
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versatile choice for Hollywood Silver screen shades. Tom Cruise in “Risky Business” and Audrey Hepburn in 


stars, their versatility showcased „ 
by the spectrum of celebrities 
across generations who had 
anointed Wayfarers as their pre- 
ferred eyewear—John FE 
Kennedy, Bob Dylan, Andy 
Warhol, Kim Novak, even Anna 
Wintour. 

Ray-Ban Wayfarers, hailed as 
the "connoisseur's choice,” were 
first created in 1952 and have 
since become the best-selling 
shades in history. This season, 
Ray-Ban reintroduces the classic 
sunglasses with modern versions 
reflective of the times. The newer 
versions come in smaller sizes 
and in several colors such as 
transparent blue, honey and 
pearl gray—perfect for Asians 
and for those with small faces. 

The special-edition 2140 Way- 
farers are handmade from the 
same materials and specifications 
as the original design, from the 
hinge detail to the angled face. 

‘And look who's sporting them this 
time around? Mischa Barton, Drew 
Barrymore, Kirsten Dunst, Kate 
Moss and Sienna Miller! 

Its time to part with your plati- 
to-sized sunnies and say hello to | _ 
the classic Wayfarers, Bamas 


E-mail the author at jfasl 
ion@inquirer.com.ph 


Breakfast at Tiffany's” 


Jes 


r White nights. Drew Barrymore 


BTIH 


| Reading is always in fashion. Here are INQUIRER Fashion’s top picks for this month 


qo p 
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‘Pinoy Dressing: Weaving 
Culture into Fashion,’ 
by Barge Ramos 
Anvil Publishing 
“Pinoy Dressing” first graced the pages of 
Malaya Living in the summer of 1990 as an 
attempt to continue and integrate indige- 
nous culture into modem design and enrich 
it with new ideas for contemporary applica- 
tions. Whether these ideas pertained to fash- 
£ fon in particular or to society in general, the 
vision is the same—to celebrate the tapestry 
* of our lives as Filipinos through the evolu- 
tion of fashion. 


big book 


A saucabock of 
prd 


"The Big Book of Fashion 
Illustration, by Martin 


Dawber 
Page One Publishing 


sten 


“The Bags’ 

Page One Publishing 

With a contemporary look and compact 
size, "The Bags” shows full-color images 


Contains almost a thousand newandin- and new tends from over 100 bag design- 
novative fashion illustrations from over € from five continents. This book brims 


250 artists from every part of the 
The illustrations are inspirational 


‘world, With creative ideas for all sorts of bags, 
kam. from dressy totes to shopping bags. 


ples employing every media and tech- 
nique, including traditional watercolors, Al books available at Fully Booked Power 


acrylics, pencil drawings, as well as 
photography and collage. 


digital Plant Mall, Rockwell; and Bonifacio High 
Street, Global City 


Kiki 
couture. 
Kirsten Dunst 
moracon 


| Geta chance to win this Penguin Red Classic edition of 
|| Gustave Flaubert's “Madame Bovary” with a specially de- 
|. signed cover by none other than Manolo Blahnik, cour- 
| tesy of Fully Booked. Just e-mail us at jfashion@inquir- 
| er.com.ph what your favorite fashion book is and why it 
j| rocks! 
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Cereal Raisin Bran 


* Cucumber P49.354 * Ponkan P73.50nq * Sweet Pears P78.75% 


* Nenita Pomelo P126,00:* Crimson Seedless Grapes P178.50% 


FROM SEPT. 28 TO Oct. 14, 2007 


Per DII-NCR Permit No. 4766, sarios of 2007 


Upo P18.90p« + Native Orange P23.10ng * Eggplant P21.001s 
Camote P29.401; * Guyabano P31.5040 + Ya Pears P34.65n0 
+ Sampaloc Pansigang P36.754s * Sili Labuyo P47.2555 


* Davao Pomelo P89.2a%9 * Durian P103.9555 


Foster Farms 


“PISO. 


Extreme Cheese 
Corn Dogs 


PIU 


et 


N, 


Es 


rigen 


Purefoods 
Beofies Lot's A Cheese 
Cheesedog, Regular 


Hungry-Man 
White Meat Turkey 
4829 P226.50/pk0 


Hungry-Man 
Pot Pies White Meat Chicken 
Mateen Se Tama «m P226.5 0109 


Chili Cheese Com Dogs 


Foster Farms 


2345s P461.50/%, 


Monterey 
Beef Tocino. Ed 


5009 P78.1 5100 


: dad 


Bine Bonnet 
ick Morne ht eseo PB. 0c) 


Parkay 
Orginal Sov in ub 


v" Lender's 
6 Pre-Sliced Bagels 
Plein, Blueberry 


3409 P109.50 


g's Kellogg's Kellogg’s 
amon Waffle| Eggo Buttermilk Waffle [Eggo Cinnamon Toast Waffle 
4 3099 P186.50mo | _ 09 P186.50 


Sunny Select 
Mixed Vegetables 
%79 P198.50 

j^ j^ 


ra Li 
All Butter Pound Cake 
„ug P236.5 0e 


9 P115.50ne 


FR 
ee 


u 
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^ 
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ed 


Sunkist 
Hiduice Dank Pet 
Lychee-Apple, Orange 
sow P16 2052 


1 


Light Premium Beer 


Coors 


330m P17.95 ot 


Planters Nabisco 
reo PS6. S600 | Oreo Chocolate Bar Mini 
5103 P109.50 pa 


Palm Olein, Pouch 
at P7 1.00pouch 


Log Cabin 
Country Kitchen Syrup 


‚om P123.501or 


Corn Oil 
„en P257.50r. 


Mango 220m P16.70100: 


aP141.00/coun 


All) 
El mis 
7 p" " 


Ee 
uw 
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se | Chunkee Corned Beef 


Purefoods 


1909 P27.90/con. 


Lay's 

Potato Chips 

| Classic, Sour Cream & Oinion 
18429 P84 500 


Olive Oil and Tomato Sauce 
149 P 145 .00/con. 


Matapan 


Portuguese Sardines in Pure | Spiced Sardines in Olive Oil 


90g P145.00/con. 


Brown & Haley 
Almond Recs „y P260.50, 


«3 P385.50) o. 


| 
| 


= 


Knox 


4 Huggies 
Shea Butter Baby Wash 
100m P33.95 oot 


Golden Grain 
Lasagna 

2279 P63.5015 

454g P85.50 ing 


“Huggies 
Pull-ups Pants 
7 5ipkg 


Post 
Cereal Grape Nuts Flakes 
5109 P221.50/po 


EQ 
Dry Disposable Baby Diaper, 
"Jumbo Pack 


Unflavored Gelatin 
2269 P386.5 0 irs 


Book XL 3077 sac 196.501 


& fw / 


pn 


= 
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S. ACTIVE 


E iamenens 


Cool Mountain 
Germ Protection Soap. 


Lewis & Pearl 
Cologne, all variants 
125m PAG. 10/50 


lowny 
April Fresh Fabric Softener 
1a P293.50 mo. 
a P365.75 
CE 


Surf 
Kalamansi Detergent Powder 
259 P135.65/o 


Vernell 
Tender Touch 
Fabric Softener 
1ga P348.5 09 


Mild Liguid 
Laundry Detergent 
95o 


409 P9. 755e 
ee ee RSEN, 
si 


Süpermart Alabang 


ae 


TREI and the Art 
of Living Well 


The boons and benefits of modern 
21st Century society - personal comput- 
ing, email transcontinental air travel - do 
‘come at a price. We live in a multi-tasking 
‘world, where, instead of finding more time 
for personal pursuits, we find ourselves 
juggling more things to do. What that 
bodes for us is stress, the one true evil of 
modern life. Stress causes everything 
from migraines, ulcers, malaise, even 
chronic ailments. "When stress threatens 
to drown out that which makes us happy, 
tranquil and content, it becomes all the 
‘more imperative to slow down, take an in- 
trospective look at one's sell, and actively 
pursue one's own well being,” says Pam 


Davila-Pascual, TREIS Chief Operating 
Officer. "Thats where TREI is in a unique 
position to help.” 


Enter TREi 

‘TRE! stands for Total Recreational 
Experience, Inc., a pioneering concept 
in experiential lifestyle living that gives 
its members unprecedented access to a 
multitude of prestigious lifestyle prod- 
ucts and unique personalized services. 
Through its innovative delivery platform, 
the TAEI Lifestyle Counselor, a 24/7 
personal concierge service that ar- 
ranges all your needs and makes things 
happen, TREI delivers unparalleled 
convenience, time savings and excel- 
lent value for money. Whether it's for 
work or play or even personal well being, 
TREi provides a direct hotline to your 
peace of mind. 


Pamper Yourself 

Nothing defeats stress like a day at 
the spa, where you can relax your body 
while soothing the mind and releasing 


pent-up inner tension. With TREI, privi- 
leged pampering is within easy reach. 
Working with several prestigious well- 
ness partners, TREI lets you find per- 
sonal balance away from the din of the 
outside world with added perks. Book a 
treatment, say a Japanese Volcanic 
Stone Massage, at the Neo Day Spa 
through the TREITLC and you'll receive 
a premium voucher that gives you an ex- 
tra treatment to add to your relaxation 
and personal pampering. At Belo Medi- 
cal, you'll get preferential arrangements 
on spa treatments and cosmetic pack- 
ages as well. TREIs own Spa Destina- 
{ion Facility at the TREI PonteFino in 
Batangas City will open its newly reno- 
vated floors to members in 2008 who 
want a quick getaway outside Metro 
Manila, offering exclusive facilities and 
exotic massage treatments from around 
the world. 


A Better, Stronger, 
Faster You 
Personal fitness has come of age. 


You want it? 


Once the exclusive domain of body 
builders and professional athletes, fit 
ness centers are full of people deter- 
mined to take care of their bodies. 
"Whether for weight reduction, strength 
training or a pick-me-up before going to 
work, the gym is a part of modem day 
life and TREI is aware of that,” explains 
Daniel Feliciano, TREI Marketing Offi- 
cer. In close partnership with Gold's 
Gym, TREI has your personal fitness in 
mind. With each payment of monthly 


We can make it happen. 


dues, a TREI member may avail of access to 
Gold's Gym facilities 3 times a week. "Gold's 
Gym will also soon be managing the Fitness 
Center at Hotel PonteFino, currently undergo- 
ing expansion to include state of the art equip- 
‘ment and facilities,” adds Feliciano. 


The Siren Call of Water 

Perhaps it's the fact that our bodies are 
composed mostly of water that draws us to 
oceans and lakes, to swim, frolic, relax and en- 
joy the waves and sand, sun and sea. I its 
aqua sports you're looking for, TRE's adven- 
ture sports partners should keep you well sat- 
isfied. TREI gets you free wakeboarding 
lessons and preferred accommodation rates 
at the Camarines Sur Wakeboarding Complex 
(CWC) in Camarines Sur, free introductory 
dive and preferred rates at Eagle Point Resort 
in Batangas, and preferred rates on surfing 
packages at Stonemoney Surf in Zambales. 
TREI also gives sun-loving TREI members ac- 
cess to resorts such as El Nido in Palawan, 
Sumilon Bluewater Island Resort and Mariba- 
go Bluewater Beach Resort in Cebu, and The 
Tides in Boracay. 


Thinking Green 

For some people. a relaxing day means a 
pleasant time at the links playing a full round of 
golt with their buddies. If you're tired of swing- 
ing your clubs at your usual haunt, TREI un- 
locks the gales to numerous golf courses 
around the country for its members, including 
Eagle Ridge Golf and Residential Estates, 
Caliraya Spring Golf Marina, Summit Point 
Golf and Residential Estates, Lakewood City, 
Palos Verdes, the Camp John Hay Golf Club 
and Mimosa Golf and Country Club. Simply 
book your round with the TREI TLC and gain 
instant entry to these exclusive courses. 


Caring for your Health 

Infirmity and illness strike when least ex- 
pected. To provide you with support and assis- 
tance in times of medical need, TREI has part- 
nered with the New Medical City Hospital, the 
Philippines’ biggest, most advanced hospital 
to dale. Booking a room at Medical City 
through the TREI TLC provides immediate 
convenience and benefit, such as express ad- 
mission, an immediate room upgrade, and 
even a 15 percent discount across all hospital 
charges, including professional fees. By no 
means limited to emergency cases, this also 
includes elective procedures and treatments 


Living the TREi 

‘As à lifestyle enabler, TREI is committed to 
providing its members with whatever they need, 
be it making travel arrangements, organizing a 
dinner party or press con, providing access to 
exclusive events or booking an appointment at 
the vet," Pascual emphasizes. "Our holistic ap- 
proach to lifestyle likewise includes the health, 
fitness, sports and wellness aspects of our 
members’ lives. We're there to anticipate those 
needs and provide for them when the member 
wants it, continually benefiting their lives 
through convenience, time and value.” 

"You want it?" asks Pascual? "TREI can 
make it happen. And that's a promise." 


Fyen put 


P10,000 in 
YOUR pocket 
to shop! 


Your TREI Lifestyle Counselor (TLC) 
TBA vitat core map be acted 

L| anytime from: anywhere in the country fori. ; 

H assistance in various lifestyle needs. Pan a 

Facer, back aiina tiets mala revo | 

Pia fancy restaurant, get the latest information on | 
exclusive sale events, or send flowers to your 
loved one, all from your mobile phone. Your own 

fi] personal TLC - dedicated, courteous, efficient and 
fuly capable of providing the ultimate form of 
personalized concierge service. 
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BE A MEMBERI CALL NOW! 
17431) 63! 8310, (4632) 439-TREI 
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Men's fashion looks East 


S RISING PROSPERITY 
transforms the Asia-Pacific 
region, Hugo Boss looks 
eastward for inspiration for its 
Fall/Winter 2007/2008 collection. 

But the influence is always with a light 
touch: It's understated and sophisticated, 
reflected in a balanced and restrained col- 
or palette, in design details and in deli- 
cate graphic touches. 

Tailoring for the city is clean, sharp and 
elegant, freshened by an emerging 
sportswear aesthetic. = = = — — 

The two-button single-breasted slim- : 
line suit is the dominant shape, although RILLED « FALLS OFF THE BONE 
three-button suits and three-piece looks 
are also in the mix. 

For the winter wrap-up, new technical 
nylon coats and high-shine leather make 
a strong impact. Shirts range from slim 
and fitted through to textured solids and 
a “softline” washed range, complemented 
by ties. 

For urban menswear, colors are dark, 
with black and gray to the fore. The look 
is sharp, precise and focused for Fall. The 
theme's influences range from modern 
Asia to cool Mod style of the 1960s and to- 
day's cutting-edge music scene. The per- 
fect suits are close-fitting two-button or 
three-button single-breasted with notably 
shorter jacket lengths. 

Fabrics with structure are back. Luxury 
mixes include cashmere, silk, angora and 
mohair. Tonal stripes dominate suitings, 
although a slight hint of color adds more 
character to the season's most directional 
cloths. 

A more relaxed and casual-focused 
theme, although even for the weekend, 
the look is still sharp and refined. The 
new two-button casual sports jackets are 
fitted and short, with velvet or leather un- 
der collars and new piping details. 

Structured wool jackets and coats are 
also fitted and short, perfect to wear with 
knitwear, a strong feature of the season. 

Take your pick from cashmeres, cash 
wools and other luxury mixes in a variety 
of innovative new styles, including seam- 
less roll neck cashmere sweaters and 
printed herringbone merino wool cardi- 
gans. 

Chunkier styles create volume but the 
yarns are super-soft and lightweight, a 
pleasure to wear 

The colors are warm and natural, in- 
cluding brown, beige, camel, mustard 
and olive. Soft checks, herringbones, 
tweeds, flannels and velvets provide plen- 
ty of tactile fabric options, often in wool 
or luxury natural mixes. 

Hugo Boss is exclusively distributed by 
Stores Specialists, Inc. The boutiques are 
located at Greenbelt 4 and Shangri-La 
Plaza Mall 
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Preferred to be the best 


We create each kitchen 
as a unique space. 


Designing a perfect kichen according to purely functional 
requirements is n itself a complex process, but SieMalic specatisls do 
ven more. Wih a unique vanely of ranges, designs, materials, 
colours, and accessories typical for SieMatic, hey create spaces 
talored precisely to the individual preferences of her customers, and 
in doing so, create something really unique: interior design for kitchens. 


We do not just sell kitchens. 
| We make dreams come true. =; < en 
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BLACK poly puffer 
down Jacket, black 
allover sparkle tullp 
skirt, black virgin 
wool racerback tank, 
black knitted 
fingerless long glove, 
black metallic suede 
zip-up ankle high heel 
boot, black opaque 
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Clean cut 


INNOVATIVE URBAN ELEGANCE 
defines ck Calvin Klein for women for 
Fall 2007. 

Clean, modern shapes draw inspi- 
ration from architecture and sculp- 
tures. New pared-down silhouettes 
with volume and drape replace em- 
bellishment and adornment. Fabrics 
are technical, sculptural, bonded and 
compact in cashmere, scuba stretch, 
wool and poly crepe, lacquered 
leather, silk organza, nylon, 
parachute weight cottons, and athlet- 
ic mesh. 

The high-performance technologi- 
cal material meets an updated, mod- 
ern American style. Oversized vol- 
umes balance skinnier silhouette, 
with luxe womenswear in felted 
cashmere and wool gabardine woven 
with lurex for luster and shine. 

Silhouettes are cut with precision. 
Funnel necks and sculptural hoods 
on outwear give a modern edge. Lac- 
quered chiffon, metallicized velvets 
and liquid jerseys are used for asym- 
metric cut tops and dresses for day 


BLACK virgin 
wool 
engineered rib 
exaggerated 
sleeve sweater, 
black & white 
tweed high 
waist skirt, 
black metallic 
suede zip-up 
ankle high heel 
boot, Black 
opaque, and 
necklace 


and evening. 

There are subtle utilitarian details 
throughout. The color palette is re- 
strained and somber, with rich shades 
of midnight, navy, and indigo mixed 
with essential black and tones of 
grays with lustrous metallic touches. 
Pants are skinny or voluminous with 
pleats, but always masculine. The 
classic pencil skirt is rendered mod- 
ern ín sophisticated fine lurex wool 
paired with an oversized hooded lac- 
quered nylon bomber. 

Sculptural dresses and high-waist- 
ed skirts worn with asymmetrical 
tops make for evening wear. Bags are 
oversized, or mini, graphic and com- 
pact in metallics. Black nappa gloves 
are long and elegant, or short and 
suede gloves. The metallic suede 
pump or ankle boot with a glossy heel 
paired with dark hose allows for total 
coverage during the fall season. 

ck Calvin Klein is exclusively dis- 
tributed by Stores Specialists, Inc. 
(SSI) and is located at Power Plant 
Mall and Rustan's Makati. 
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BLACK metallic viscose 
scoop neck kimono 
sleeve top, black scuba 
stretch jopper pant, 
black metallic leather 
wide belt with big metal 
buckle, black knitted 
fingerless long glove, 
black merino wool 
knitted snood, black 
metallic leather clutch, 
black metallic leather. 
ankle strap high heel 
shoe, black opaque 
tights 
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Iconic shirt 
for boxing icon 


IN HONOR OF BOXER 

Manny Pacquiao, Nike N H ION 

Philippines has unveiled the N A 

Pacquiao identity mark and D ve y 

crest. ED MA 
Inspired by the life of the d 


world’s best pound-for- | Hot, haute, hot news! 


pound boxer today, the 
crest recognizes Pacquiao's oped after his iconic 
status as a national athlete, stature,” said Nike Philip- 
evoking the Filipino coat of pines country marketing 
arms while the identity manager Melissa Crucillo 
mark bears the boxer’s ini- Rally for “Pacman” this 
tials designed with the ris- Oct. 6 when he faces Marco 
ing sun inspired by the na- Barrera by wearing these 
tional flag designs available to the 
"Manny Pacquiao is the public through a limited- 
first Filipino athlete to ever edition Nike FIT Dri T-shirt, 
have an official Nikeidenti- available at Nike stores na- 
ty mark and crest devel- tionwide at P895. 
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Pure comfort. 


Feel good... 
look good. 


Live in 


Must try 
Goodsphere 
Essences 
this season 


wengi | 
mY og EUCALYPTUS 


/€ITRONELLA > 

Cürnela's fresh federi) : 

scent is soothing & uplifting af colds, flu, chest 

Iris tothe mind & HY À cangestiont sore throat. 

reat to use during afternoon () bronchitis, pneumonia 
dem And refer) d and respiratory / 
Teen al [9 - 1 1 ipo infections,” 

e E 


Helps relieve symptoms 


Goodsphere Essences are non-flammable, non-alcoholic, made from natural botanical 
extracts, non-toxic, so It's safe even for babies. 


Use the complete Goodsphere system to : 


& improve mood and general well-being F” Get rid of pet odors, allergens, smoke 8 
cooking odor ionize the air without the dark markings on the wall. 


il nich at Gizen Tei ele. 
Ad Bar Coes ern, Teen Tender Ia Tie 
FAN Tine te Vanilla, Chamandle, Sandton Res 


for best results: 
Use with the ORIGINAL Goodsphere Air Revitalizer 


Swiss Jeclialags, Swas designed. 


Available at: Exclusively distributed by: 


TL n leliness Corporation 
iaa. SHOQWISE Automatic rere Corre! 
for inquiries, call: 


Il (632) 36233.96 
Ciy, EI EN worksranon 12018 
= loc. 842, 837 or 838. 


nike.com.ph 


Hear thai? You can octuolly listen to an e-mail and fespond by volcerinto your phone. The new HP iPAQ 512 
Voice Messenger with Voi mand hos arrived. And it even comes with Windows Mobile 6.0, 
synchs up to your network and is VOIP enabled as well? With up lo 6.5 hours of continuous talk lime, 


your team will always 


1441-6688 or ( 5 or visit hp.com 


“Rsv Favorite Shoe: Pink 
bejeweled Guiseppe Zanotti satin 
| heels. They instantly dress up any out- 
fitand are very comfortable. 

What do you look for in a shoe? 
Must have character, an unusual detai 

Favorite brand: I have a collection 
of Guiseppe Zanotti bejeweled heel: 
They are well-made, of very high qual 
ty, and the embellishments are tasteful- 
ly done. 

Shoe-buying style: The shoe must 
speak to me loud and clear from its 
show window or from its perch on the 
display box. It must have a detail that. 
no other shoe has... which means I 
don't like basic black or brown leather 
numbers, 


By Malu A. Gamboa. 
Contributor 


“SHOES ARE MY VERSION OF 
Prozac. When I have new 


Favorite Pair: Orange Dolce & Gab- 
bana sandals. | love colors and orange is 
such a happy color! like that they look 
timeless and can actually be worn with 
anything, day or night. 

What do you look for in a shoe? 1 
usually look for a unique style. Is it high 
enough? Does the pair make a state- 
ment? I don't like ho-hum shoes, and I 
love shoes that give the impression of 
loooooong legs! 

Favorite brand: 1 have a lot of fa- 
vorites! I love Louboutin because he can 
beserious then playful next. Definitely I 
like the slope of his heels—they're sexy. 
I also like the no-nonsense style of Pra- 
da and YSL—they're truly fashion-for- 
ward! 

Shoe-buying style: Definitely, sexy 
and standout! Shoes for me complete 
the whole look! 


shoes, I do truly feel as if Im 
walking on air. I have a silly 
grin on my face the whole day 
and I have a good mood for the 
longest time. At night, 1 either 
put the shoes by the bed, or 
wear them to sleep with my 
feet dangling at the edge of the 
bed. I know, I need help." 

‘True confessions of Leah Puy- 
at, who keeps a Shoe Journal. 
Her current favorite is “a peep- 
toe slingback with a low plat- 
form in sage green that has a 
satin vamp and heel, with a 
leather accent on the vamp. For 
now I love it because: A) its an 
odd color that I can treat as a 
neutral because of its tonality; 
B) the mix of leather and satin 
means I can take it from day to 
night, which is always a plus; C) 
the way it cradles and supports 
my foot and yet reveals my an- 
kles and toes is a winner combi- 
nation in a shoe." 

Leah used 59 words to de- 
scribe her favorite pair from 
Janilyn. This admitted shoe- 
holic who has found her happy 
pill in shoes is not alone. 

Most women do enjoy a curi- 
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Crickette Tantoco 
What do you look for in a shoe? 
Comfort, quality and panache. 


Most women do enjoy a curious love 
affair with shoes. We seem to be gifted 
with the talent to zero in on that 
perfect pair whether they are 

on the shelves or on people’s feet 


ous love affair with shoes. We 
seem to be gifted with the talent 
to zero in on that perfect pair 
whether they are on the shelves 
or on people's feet. For Ruby Gan, 
shoes “complete the sentence. Is 
it an exclamation point to show 
surprise? Awe? Is it a question 
mark? Or an ellipsis that leaves 
the onlookers wondering what 
you're wearing next?” 

Ruby's love for the high heel 
has inspired her to launch the 
successful chain of Schu stores. 

The right shoe can spell the 
difference to how you feel 
throughout the day. The idea of 
wearing uncomfortable shoes is 
over. When Oprah came out with 
a feature on comfortable high 
heels made by a former Nike 
shoe scientist, everyone was pre- 
pared to give Cole Haan a second. 
look. 

For Angelique Villaraza, “the 
fit must be perfect because I do a 
lot of walking. A bad fit will al 
ways hurt your feet, and al- 
though I love shoes... I love my 
feet even more." 

Crickette Tantoco goes to Ce- 
sar Gaupo, Manila's answer to 
Manolo Blahnik, for bespoke 
standouts because they are 
“exquisitely designed, skillfully 
handcrafted and custom-made 
just for me.” 


Favorite brand: Stuart Weitzman 
because of the variety of styles they 
offer to match my every whim and 
mood. 

Shoe-buying style: 
comfort. 

Shoes for me... determine what 
makes or breaks an outfit. 


Style then 


Leah B. Puyat 
What do you look 
for in a shoe? I look 
for the same thing I do 
in a man—an instant, 
irresistible gravita- 
tional pull that can be 
caused by any number 
of factors. An odd col- 
or is a plus. For the 
longest time, T didn't 
own basic black day 
shoes. Maybe because 
I grew up in a Catholic 
girls’ school and had to wear basic 
black shoes for 12 years every dayl 
Next, unique texture or mix of tex- 
tures, An unexpected pleasure is also a. 
treat. I have a shoe that has tiger-print 
insoles that can barely be seen. Over- 
all, itjust has to be love at firs sight. 
Favorite brand: Prada, because Mi- 
uccia Prada is a genius. She can make 
shoes that are sensible, sensuous, seduc- 
tive, and yet not in an overt way. The 
minute I put on a pair of Prada shoes, its 
like the pair was measured on my foot. 
Shoe-buying style: The higher the 
better. 


What do you look for in a shoe? 
Style and function. 
Favorite brand: I have no favorite 
brand. IfI see a pair I like, | get them, 
a girls best 


Cecile Zamora 

Favorite pair: love my Vuitton 
trainers. | can wear them with pants or 
askirt and the color goes well with a lot 
of my clothes. I move a lot easier on 
trainers. 

What do you look for in a shoe? 
Color, style, what compliments my 
wardrobe. 

Favorite brand: Vuitton makes the 
best trainers. I love Chloe and Marc Ja- 
cobs shoes which make me taller. 

Shoes for me are... nota priority. Td 
rather spend on a bag. 


Cecile Zamora, an acknowl- 
edged “bag lady” (you'll see why 
in her Chuvaness blog), just goes 
straight for Louis Vuitton train- 
ers. 

“Tm not a sexy kind of shoe 
girl. I don't like tiny or pointed 


Moving to the rhythm of life 


It is in the music scene where changes 
are instantly felt and celebrated. Here, 
revolutions start at the riff of the guitar, 
the crash of a cymbal or the pounding of 
the bass. 


With the emergence of music trends such 
as MTV, music has evolved to 
become more of a lifestyle. 

Tt became a much bigger 

part of daily life 

and a more 


powerful 
driving force in 
our society. 


And for 

generations of 

Be MUSIC TELEVISION" 
enthusiasts, something a3 creatively 
complex and mysteriously moving as 
music is still best experienced first- 
hand. 


This is where the Nokia Nseries 
music range multimedia devices 
come in. The technology of the 
Nokia Nseries music range 
multimedia devices is in tune with 
the needs and wants of the mobile. 
generation — dynamic and creative 
individuals who move to the rhythm 

and beat of life, just like our featured 
nusic mavericks, 


Already a veteran in the rock scene. 
with a career spanning over two 
decades, Francis Reyes knows the 

power of those sounds very well. As the 
lead guitarist of The Dawn, he's an elder 
statesman of Pinoy Rock, having played. 
rock anthems that have defined more than 
just one generation. Also, as a part of 
radio station NU 107.5, he has given 
listeners the chance not just to enjoy rock 
music, but also to choose from its many 
different genres out there - both foreign 

and local 


listen to all genres,” he says, 
each genre is a color, and I 
can't think of anything more 
annoying than insisting that 
one color is more 
interesting than 
another.” 


On choosing to make a career in music, 
he says, "I didn't want to become a 
musician until I heard Ritchie Blackmore 
mangle his guitar on ‘Speed King’ when 
Iwas fourteen,” he says. "If you're really 
into music, it doesn't matter if you get 
paid or not. Playing a good note becomes 
a quest, holding an instrument becomes 
a compulsion." 


“Music that affects you, I think, is a gi 
he says. 


“I also dabble in photography,” says 
Francis about the all-in-one features of 
the Nokia Nseries. "The phone's camera 
offers good resolution. I can usually shoot 
a scene beforehand, and make framing 
decisions and such before I bring out my 
real camera.” He says he likes that he can 
“also do instant research by going online 
for a bit, or send a quick email wherever 
Tam. There's aradio feature, which means 
I can listen to NU and find out if the DJs 
are doing their job well or not!” 


“It has made my life easier,” says Armi 
Millare of Up Dharma Down. “Since I'm 
always on the go, the Nokia Nseries, being 
compact and portable, helps a lot." 


As the front-woman of one of the most 
aeclaimed and popular bands today, Armi 
is a role model. Because of her distinct 
vocals and keyboard playing, she is one 
of the most compelling performers 
both onstage and on record — and it's 
her passion for her craft that sets her 
apart, “Music has been this constant 
force in my life,” she says. “It has 
pulled me up and down, but I still 
pursue it because I enjoy it so much.” 


"I make sure what I get is worth it," says 
Armi, “What makes the Nokia Nseries 


special is that | don't see other things in 
it that I don't need...I can store music, I 
con write lyrics and record melodies 
that sometimes just come up 
unexpectedly." 


“I listen to music as often as | can," says 
music promoter/entrepreneur Jay Server, 
"Part of my job is to constantly update. 
myself with regards to the different genres 
of music to be able to keep the different 
nights in Capone's dynamic.” 


What started as a hobby for Jay has since 
become a full-time occupation, He never 
tires of discovering and showcasing new 
talents, as well as meeting other people 
in the music scene. Of course, this entails 
a lot of moving around and waiting. 


His Nokia Nseries phone, with its all- 
in-one feature, is what helps him 
pass the time when he has to wait. 
“Especially at airports or 
attending meetings,” he says, 

“it allows me to bring my 

favorite music with me or get 

trippy with the camera when 

I'm bored.” 


What makes the Nokia 
Nseries the 


shoes. I can't wear open-toe shoes 
because my toes have no “K.” 
Inquirer Fashion polled some 
of Manila’s fashionable ladies on 
their love affair with shoes. Find 
out about their favorite cobblers 
and shoe-buying preferences. 


preferred mobile technology of these 
music personalities? 


“The Nokia Nseries, with its all-in-one 
capabilities, presents the user with an 
option to be able to simplify everyday 
life,” says Jay. 


"I'm a very practical person,” says Armi, 
"and it has got all the essentials." 


“In a word, everything," says Francis. 


For today's creative individual, whether 
a musician or a music fan, the Nokia 
Nseries is the all-in-one multimedia device 
that features technology that's perfectly 

n tune to the demanding and dynamic 
lifestyle of the mobile generation. 


Puff out that odor spot away! 


POWDERED DEODORANT | 


TALCUM POWDER BRAND OF THE YEAR 2006 AWARDED BY M je 


ren 


‚Avallable at: SM Supermarket, Watson's, Landmark, Big R, Rustan's Supermarket, Ever Gotesco, Mercury Drug and all leading Supermarkets zi Drugstores nationwide. 
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NEW PLATFOR OBER 
tion made with European 
leather such as patent, 

suede and kidskin—in different 
, colors—is now in the shop wii 
ULI AMU KUZAA A < dows of Via Vianetto. ` 
A Aside from showcasing Fili 
ity and craftsmanship, these pieces are 
ser ci) 


SHINY Via Venetto 
leather platform heels 


e 
Having it Aft ' 


Some people look for moments in 


Sheer pleasure, 
inte: LM no guilt. 


date minus all the distractions. It may be 
while watching a high intensity concert, 
without getting irritated with loud and 
rowdy rockers. li may also be the moment 
you break your record in the treadmill, 
without pulling a hamstring. Wouldn't. 
life feel a lot better when everything goes 
your way? 


Well, perhaps you can't always get what 
you want, but you can still Have it All 
with Coke Light! You can enjoy your 
scrumptious meal and still drink the great 
taste of Coke Light without having to 
worry. And since it has no calories, you 
can enjoy as much as you want! 


If this isn't prize enough, 
Coke Light goes all out for 
you to Have it All! Not only 
do you get great taste and no 
calories with every purchase 
of Coke Light, you also get 
a chance to win fantastic 

es from the Have it All 


Have it ALL 
CNG My, 
light 


great taste. no calories. 


Interested? Simply visit us on these dates 
Yawe Date 

Fon Sirip Seplember 25-29 

ATCAcWiy Comer] Oebar 1-12 

SM Mall of Asin and | October 5-6 

Greenbelt 3 


Or 


er 
iS 
fin: 


BENCH endorser Cruz checks out the Bench flagship store in 


TriNoma mall, 


endorser 
Bea Alonzo 
onthe 
runway“ 
ROMY HOMULADA | 


CHECKED button-down 
shirt over gray tee and 
Khakis 


CHIC black-and- 
white dress and 
metallic accessories 


— 
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‘ALONZO browses through classic tops at the Kashieca store in 


TriNoma. 


AIN COULD NOT STOP 

fans from trooping to the 

TriNoma Activity Center for 
the launching of movie stars Bea 
Alonzo and John Lloyd Cruz as en- 
dorsers for fashion brands 
Kashieca and Bench, respectively. 

True to the Ben Chan tradition, Suyen 
Corporation welcomed the two celebrities 
as image models for its apparel lines with a 
fan- and fun-filled fashion show. 

Finalists in the Bench-sponsored model 
search for the ABS-CBN reality TV show "Be 
Bench” also walked the runway with the 
latest Kashieca and Bench collections. 

“All the clothes are in the stores now, " 
said Chan who had the smarts to maximize 
the mileage he would ger from the mall 
show. 

Alonzo and Cruz both lingered around to 
sign autographs for fans, more of whom fol- 
lowed them into the Kashieca and Bench 
stores. 

"I am so pleased to have found a brand 
that fits me well," said Alonzo. "Kashieca's 
clothes are so easy to put together because 
they have clean lines and a Jot of fun de- 
tails. These pieces are great for me and for 
my daily work. I may be young but 1 still 
need to look well put-together.” 

Chan said Alonzo personified the 
Kashieca style—fresh, feminine and fun. 
The new Luxe line has added glamour to 
the collection. 

As for Cruz, he was a fitting addition to 
the Bench roster of celeb endorsers, accord- 
ing to Chan. Cruz is the biggest star du jour, 
judging by the roaring welcome he got 
from the crowd. 

"We choose the best because we believe 
in excellence," said Chan. "From our de- 
signs to our workmanship to our market, 
Bench has always invested the best quality. 
We do it for our consumers. We want them 
to be happy with the Bench name as a 
whole." 


MÀ 


SPORTY casual in denims, BLUE -sleeve top, wide belt, white 
green polo shirtand white leggings and bead necklaces for 


scarf 


addedflair  pmorosaraomr HOMMLADA 


JOHN Lioyd 
Cruz does his 
finale walkashe 
isintroduced as 
Bench’s newest 
endorser. 
NOMYHOHLUOR 


PS - erg 
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KASHIECA on the center stage 
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f OKAY FOR COOL DAYS 
OKAB. offers a 
variety of classic and 
contemporary shoes 
for women and men. 
Favorites from the. 
women's ine include 
Madison and Mini- 
Mule. The updated 
line also features 
accents like metallic 
finishes and animal 
prints. The men’s line 
includes The Men's 
Thong, an updated. 
version of the classic 
style; and The Men's 
Sport, perfect for 
thosewith an active 
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Step up the platform 


From page GI 7i 
nite standouts, literally and figura- U K 
$ 
NH 


tively, as they help shoe lovers step up e 
in style. 

Platform heels elongate the body, 
‘helping women achieve the illusion of 
T; height and fluidity and making them 

look stunningly sexy. 

: Elegant patent heels can dress up 
an elaborate all-night ensemble as 
their gold and silver finish shimmers 
throughout the night. 

Walk around the city in fashionable 
peep-toe platforms that come in red 
and black, fit for all-day and all-night 
wear. Or be in your best corporate 
outfit but still be in vogue with Via 
Venetos stylish skintone pumps 
These versatile finds go well with 
your chic office attire as well as with 
Your sassy party wear. 

Via Venetto stores are at Glorietta 1, 
Greenbelt 1, SM Megamall, Alabang 
Town Center and TriNoma. 


PLATFORM pumps 
from Via Venetto are 
designed for stylish, 
on-the-go women. 


manufactured in. 
Buford, Georgia. 
OKA B. is exclusively 
distributed by Stores 
Specialists Inc. 


Some of the county's most prominent professionar 
photographers attend Panasonic's photo contest 
launch. In photo are Wig Tysmans, George Tapan, 
Mandy Navasero and Raffy Paredes (representing 
Jim Paredes)together with Panasonic Executive: 
Rene Almeda, Hiroyuki Iwaki and Ellen Suarez. 


Se Deadline for Panasonic’s 
MS *The Art of Life" 
i photo contest extended! 


4 Panasonic, one of the country's premier brands 

in the appliance and electronics industry, extends 

its target for the "The Art of Life by Panasonic" 

1 photo contest up to October 05, 2007, providing 
more chances for amateur and professional 
Photographers to showcase their photography 
repertoire, 


Panasonic hopes to highlight photographic 

| excellence that is distinctly Pinoy as the creative 
flair of many Filipinos behind the lens will be put 
to the test. 


Explore and tinker on motion, colors and angles 
vis-a-vis life's greatest wonders like travel, music, 
fashion, sports, careers, family-oriented concepts 
and other daily occurrences in the urban and rural 
settings, highlighting the "art of life" present in 
both the traditional and modern ways of tiving. 


After "The Art of Life by Panasonic" finalists are 
chosen, they will continue their artistic quest 
through a depiction of “Panasonic in the life of 
the consumers” by going to the nearest Panasonic 
dealers and portray Panasonic's contribution to 
the Filipino way of life. 


As the art in innovation is set in focus, 
Panasonic takes another milestone of modern 
technology for the society's continuous 
development. 


Only one entry per photographer is allowed. 
Any type or brand of camera can be used in the 
contest. Each entry should be both in an 
unmounted printed sample sizes placed in flat 
packages or mailing tubes and in digital files in CD 
format, Place your name, address and contact 
mumbers on the back of the envelope for your 
submitted entries. 


Digital Photography Contest 


Entries will be judged according to creativity, 
relevance to theme, quality of presentation and 
visual impact. First prize winner will receive 
P50,000, second prize winner P30,000 and the 
third prize winner P15,000. The top three winners 
will also receive their own Panasonic camera 
each. 


RULES AND MECHANICS: 
1. Eligibility. All photographers ages 18 and above are eligible. Only one entry per photographer is allowed. 


2. Camera Brand. Any type or brands of cameras are allowed to be used for the contest 


3. Submission of Entries: 
a. Entries should be submitted in unmounted printed sample (size). 
b. Digital files: RGB (not CMYK), JPG format with a maximum width of 1024 pixels and a maximum height of 768 pixels (72 dpi) . Digital fles will be projected for the judges. 


c. Entries that are unmounted should be in flat packages or mailing tubes. Digital fies must be in CD format. Interested individuals may send their entries to. 


d. Strictly no Photoshop (or any other software ) manipulation for the submitted entries. 
1. Each entry should have a one-sentence explanation for their captured images along with the appropriate tiie. 
1. Deadline for submission of entries will be on September 30, 2007 at 5:00 p.m. adddressed to Full Circie Communications, Inc. at the 15th Floor, Belvedere Tower, 
San Miguel Avenue, Ortigas Center, Pasig City 
4. Criteria for Judging: 
a. Creativity - 30% 
b. Relevance to theme - 25% 


The amount of imagination, artistic merit, originality and expressiveness of the photo. 
How well does the entry achieve its client's mission. How does it exactly convey the message of the contest ? 
©. Quality of Presentation - 20% The amount of style, skll and craft that was put into the entry. 
d. Visual Impact - 25% How well does the entry communicate ? 
5. Prizes : ( Participants can only win once) 
Major Prizes © 1st Prize : Php 50.000 + a Panasonic Camera 
2nd Prize : Php 30,000 + a Panasonic Camera 
3rd Prize . Php 15,000 + a Panasonic Camera 
Finalists Panasonic Certificates and Gift Bags. 
6. Contest Promo, School tours wil be conducted to promote " The Art of Life by Panasonic " photography contest. 
7. Decision. Judges" decision is final. 
8. Disqualification. Employees of Panasonic Philippines, its advertising and pubic relations agencies, including thelr relatives up to second degree of consanguinity or 
affinity are disqualified from joining the contest. 
9. Announcement of Winners. Winning entries shall be announced on October 15, 2007. 


Full Circle Communications at 15/F Belvedere 
Tower, San Miguel Ave. Ortigas Center, Pasig City 
Tel. Nos. 637-1118/637-1116 


NEW mem 
FX100 26Gs8 
LUMIX 


26688 


True Sophistication: Class-Leading 
12.2-Megapixel Resolution 
plus a 28mm Wide Angle Lens 


and geometric prints 
plus dress with 
blouson sleeves 
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MEDIEVAL EMBELLISHMENT MEETS 
retro-1970s glamour and military decora- 
tion mixes with traditional plaids and 
checks in the latest collection from Dorothy 
Perkins, as modeled by Heather Marks. 

Graphic and geometric prints update 
dresses while blouson sleeves add charac- 
ter to eye-watching blouses. Prints are 
blurred and painterly, as colors and pat- 
terns merge into one on tunics. 

For a relaxed effect, try denim in primary 
colors teamed with a T-shirt dress or the 
must-have playsuit. Jeans are high-waisted 
and defining, while skirts with braces look 
casual and laid-back. 

As the season progresses, styles are up- 
dated with hardware trims. Buckles and 
ornate fastenings are inspired by an 
eclectic mix of armory and naval uni- 
forms. Heraldic motif jersey piecesadd 
a contemporary feel to stylish sepa- 
rates, such as the belted button- 
through military jacket. 

For those cold days, wrap up in 

ji chunky knits layered under coats. 
Knitted dresses are wardrobe 
must-haves and range from 
dressed-up glitter-flecked styles 
to stylish belted grey options and 
the looser cable-knit jumper 
dresses in cream. 

Duffel bomber jackets come in 
tartan checks while belted and 
cropped metallic leather jackets 


Kan, 
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Super instructions 
Instrucciones de Super 
Instrugoes de Super 
Cousignes de Super 
die Super Anweisungen 
instrucciones de Super 


i TTD 


Super Answers. 
It's the celebs? tum to ambush 


re plugging in the speakers 
s with their SUPER questions! 


f. toți what's’spinning on your pod. | 


We're highlighting SUPER entries! 


FH Btoy Patrol. 
| 
L3 irom your super blogs. 


|| Interiority Complex: 
Introspective? We're guides into 
your everyday thoughts. 


fd Saturday Seven. 
Flash your artsy flair in your 
very own exhibit. 


‘Surround your senses with the iatest m-tight entertainment, witn 
SUPER's weekly lineup of personality raves and musings. Sit back and 
relax with thought-provoking features ranging from art and music, to 
‘man-on-the-street interviews and online journals. 


Fly Super, every Saturday with the 


BM 
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coat in ochre 
‘worn with long 
black leather 
gloves 


\ 


with fluted sleeves create sharp silhouettes. 
The belted wool coat in ochre makes a strik- 
ing impact worn with long black leather 
gloves. 

Luxe fabrics add texture with velvets, 
jersey and lurex knits. Roman and 
monastic-inspired necklines with metal- 
lic studs and jeweled embellishment add 
theatrical detail to voluminous shapes. 
The predominantly dark palette is lifted 
by dazzling jewel tones of jade and 
amethyst. 

The party season arrives early with bor- 
der print dresses, slinky cowl necks and se- 
quin shimmer T-shirt dresses. Choose from 
the purple paisley print tunic, the black 
satin dress with graphic print trim or the 
sexier black jersey halter-neck with jumbo 
jewels around the neckline. 

Robinsons Specialty Stores Inc. is the ex- 
clusive franchisce of Dorothy Perkins, Top- 
man, Topshop, Warehouse and Wallis in the 
Philippines. 
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GLOBAL SOLUTIONS 
For feedback, e-mail us at festyle@inqulrer.com.ph bed dining a pontet Pte 
lotline: "1 db f 

580-653 
Textusyour Ce Text ETEL(sPace)PDi(space)Name. 
inquirerlife name/age/city/messageto Landline Number & Desired Position 
2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) Send to: 2327 (Globe Subscribers) 
09176902327 (Non-Oiobe Subseries) 


Website: wrvinqurer evidenti 


I learned 


FOREVER fast urn MSA 
Blue Eagles 4 


nowpro LEARNING CARDS 4| 


Basic Reading | Phonics a 
Sue Kem Cards) Available 
Root Words National | 
\ 3 CHEMISTRY CARD potis 
MENTALMATH Tricks "d 


Scoring with the Blue Eagles Vase. um 


S THE ULTIMATE BRAND 

in sports attire and appar- 

el, Adidas once again de- 
fines what's impossible to 
achieve. Keeping up the hype of 
the UAAP season, Ateneo Blue Ea- 
gles and all college basketball 
fans alike can now don their true 
blue school spirit through the 
newest Adidas apparel. 

Having the recerit launch a day before 
‘the much-awaited do-or-die match be- 
‘tween ADMU and UST, the newest Adidas 
apparel was unveiled in the presence of 
the Blue Eagle players themselves. For- 
mer Blue Eagles Wesley Gonzales, Enrico 
Villanueva, and Larry Fonacier attended 
the launch and signed autographs, while 
ADMU Adidas items were also sold to Ate- 
neo alumni, 

Adidas Philippines is on its fourth year 
of an unprecedented partnership with 
Ateneo de Manila where the global athlet- 
ic wear company outfits all the schools" 
varsity teams from grade-school to colle- 
giate squads. And to solidify that partner- 
ship, Adidas managing director Joey Sin- 
gian proudly says, “We decided to offer 
co-branded Adidas-Ateneo licensed ap- 
parel, similar to our licensed collegiate 
programs with top universities and col- 
leges in the US such as UCLA, Boston Col- 
lege, Kansas, Indiana, Notre Dame, ete., 
elevating the way we look at our partner- 
ship with Ateneo.” 

From the start of the sponsorship, there 
has been a demand for Adidas products 
that Ateneans see the players wearing but 
haven't been able to find anywhere else. 
"Knock-offs have been in proliferation but 
we wanted to give Ateneans a sense of 
pride in wearing an apparel line with top- 
notch quality from a multinational orga- 
nization,” adds Singian. “We are deeply 
rooted in sports and share the same pas- 
sion and enthusiasm Ateneans have for 
their athletic teams.” 

Current Blue Eagles team captain Chris 
Tiu, junior guard Jai Reyes, and senior 
swingman Ken Barracoso are endorsers of 
the brand, along with former players Wes- 
ley Gonzales, Larry, Fonacier, JC Intal, 
Doug Kramer and Villanueva, who are 
now professional basketball players in 
the Philippine Basketball Association 
(PBA) 

For the 2007 season, a fan-wear collec- 
tion consisting of jackets, polo shirts, 


graphic tees, and a few accessories will be -- = r 27 _ 
available through the Ateneo A-Shop and ) A E * C G 
Adidas concept stores located in Rock. B SAR dn ) 


well, Glorietta, Megamall, TriNoma and 


l 


Gateway. Prices range from P495 for kids’ 
tees to P1,995 for adults’ jackets. 


9 19536 


GENTERWIDE 


DINING LIKE NO OTHER 


EFORE & AFTER THE GAME, DINE AT OVER 300 WORLD-CLASS 
RESTAURANTS & FOODSTOPS AROUND THE CENTER 


ATENEO de Manila University merchandise, 
now carried by Adidas 


GATEWAY MALL | COLISEUM CIRCLE | ALI MALL | FARMERS PLAZA | SHOPWISE ARCADE 


For reservations, please call.911-5555 


aa 3 Oi s 3 : s 

tellay rwo EN; E * "m: & 
FORMER Blue Eagle varsity andrew PEA MIS Gat ni Mina, Camon | Gomer ! 
player Wesley Gonzales signs an ADMU 
merchandise cap for a fan, 
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MARLBORO promotions/Lamp manager Igee Tolentino, Phil 
Manufacturing Inc. managing director Chris Nelson and director for marketing Roy Manalili 


Smokin' hot party 


| Perfect 
Balance 


| 
1 
i ney 
| Christine Jacob 
| Sandejas tells us 
| whyachieving 
1 perfect balance is 
so important, in 
| cooking as well as 
] in life. 
| Christine Jacob Sandejas may 
j have alot on her plate these days, 
1 but she certainly knows how to 
keep things properly balanced. A 
devoted wife and mother, accom- 
1 plished athlete, credible cook, and 
4 popular TV personality, Christine 
i is the epitome of a confident, ac- 
$ complished and balanced woman. 
j "Achieving perfect balance is 
very important, especially when 
you have to juggle the demands of 
your work, family and personal life 
all atthe same time. | like to com- 
pare it to cooking, where you need 
Ë to have the perfect balance of fla- 
vors to get truly appetizing dish," 
says Christine. 

A self-confessed loyal user of 
AJINOMOTO GINISA FLAVOR 
MIX, Christine reveals that she us- 
es it in her everyday cooking. "It 
takes the guesswork out of cook- 
ing. Aji-Ginisa is the only complete 
‘seasoning mix with the perfect bal- 
ance of garlic, onion and meat 
which gives that distinct 'gisa fla- 
vor that is so ingrained in Filipino 
4 cooking" 

It's no wonder then that Aji-Gin- 
j isahas chosen Christine as its offi- 
j| cial endorser. She is now the face 
j that brings Ajl-Ginisa to life, the 
| Philippines‘ No. 1 complete sea- 
i| soning mixfor the last 16 years. 

j Lastly, Christine shares, "I only 
3 endorse products that | actually 
i use, and Ajl-Ginisa certainly fulfills 
i 


that requirement! | consider it an 
honor to represent a product that 
empowers Filipino homemakers 
on a daily basis by ensuring that 
their families are eating delicious 
dishes with perfectly balanced 
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DIVINE Lee and Adriano 
Cartuliares PAM Joaquin and Robin 


Huang 


TIM Lim and Darlene Chan CHRISTINA Palermo and 


Mark Chester Ang 


~ DJ Kevin 
Habayeb 


Morris Philippines 
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PRIME Dizon, Pinky Amador and Samuel Lawson 


HEN IT COMES TO ROLLING 
MEE ES 

does it with true flavor and style, 
dahlings. Thus, our town's latest cool spot 
by the bay, 1 Esplanade, played host to 
Marlboro's M Party. 

The event pulled out all stops—even fea- 
turing dancers performing in midair. There 
‘were endless flows of booze and hard-hitting 
awesome mixes by the internationally ac- 
claimed DJ duo, Deep Dish. 

Only red-hot, hardcore party goers, who 
were the chosen few, came to this tres exclu- 
sive by-invitation-only event. They settled 
down with cool cocktails and yummy hors 
d'oeuvres. 

But the 
whole 
thing was 
awesome 
and 
adrenaline- 
pumping, 
palanggas. 
We could 
expect on- 
ly the un- 
expected. 
Local master of mixes, DJ Kevin Ruiz, got 
us going with his beats, while Ibiza's Café 
Mambo resident Pete Gooding prepared 
some sunset sessions, which had many of us 
partying down in smooth M-style, dahlings. 

Chris Nelson, hotshot managing director 
of Philip Morris Philippines Manufacturing 
Inc, said, "The Marlboro spirit is all about ge 
vigor and dynamism and this is what the M 
Party series brings. We want it to become the 
rage, the party series that people will follow 
because it's the ‘in’ thing to be at.” Amen, 
dahlings. 

That hot night, Marlboro, delivered the 
goods, palanggas, with such style. 


DJ Pete Gooding, all the way from the party island MIKKI Cuenca, Nin} 


of Ibiza. 
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WITHOUT 
BATTING 
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Photos by Alex Van Hagen 
using Kodak EasyShare 


TATLER publisher Irene Francisco with Bulgari's Mario Katigbak and 
Méet Hennessy's Olga Azarcon 


MATTHIAS and Margaret Al-Amit 
Gatbonton 


Sparkling evening 

Even before moi breezed in—take note, 
palanggas, fashionably on time—I could al- 
ready feel that it was going to be a night 
sparkling with beauty and glamour. 

Itwas the night when Bulgari unveiled the 


BABY Cruz of Frank 
Provost. 


PETER Jentes with model Bianca Valerio and ace. 
photographer Alex Van Hagen 


d ANO H Theoccasion marked Metro hiM's third an- 
new, chic 2007 Parentesi collection, at Green- GIORDANO presidentand GM Larry Lim | niversary. The night honored eight- gente. 
belt 4, Ayala Center, Makati with my fave traffic-stopper Tessa Prieto # | men who know the importance of culture, 


‘The invitees couldn't get enough of the ex- } 
clusive preview of dazzling jewelry, which are 
now available in Manille, palanggas. 

Some of the most eye-catching models 
breezed around wearing the awesome new 
pieces. The show was choreographed by 
Jackie Aquino. The models’ hair was done 
by Essensuals Toni & Guy. 

‘The hallway was lined with tables of yum- 
my cocktails from The Peninsula Mani- 
la—from smoked duck breast on toasted 
brioche with confit shallots to Cajun salmon 
brochette. Topping it off were the calorific 
desserts, like Peninsula ice cream pralines; 
pistachio macaroons and plus, plus, palang- 
gas. 

Moét Hennessy through Olga Azarcon 
provided the super chilled Moët & Chandon 
champagne “and Belvedere vodka. Future 
‘Trades’ Eliza Real brought in Hardys Shiraz 
and Chardonnay wines. 

“The new classic designer 2007 Parentesi 
collection is structured to give each piece a 
bold, modem look,” said Bulgari’s main man 
Mario Katigbak, no less. 

Check out Bulgari boutiques for your holi- 
day season shopping, palanggas, at the 6750 
Shopping Arcade (tel. 8933189) and Green- 
belt 4, Ayala Center, Makati (7285061). 


Valdes, Giordano fashion plate VP Zita Lim, 


history, and the environment and value the 
and Elizabeth and Jesus Fernando 


mind and body. 

‘The event was co-presented by Globe Plat 
inum. 

Metro hiM's eight Platinum Men consisted 
of Sen. Chiz Escudero, multi-awarded actòr 
Io Pascual, director Laurenti Dyogi, Vic- 
tor Consunji, who embodies the well-round- 
ed and refined gentleman, Odyssey Music 
and Video president Jay Fonacier, Milo 
Naval, Cebuana Lhuillier CEO Jean Henri 
Lhuillier, and microbiologist Windell 
Rivera, who developed a new and accurate 
tool for diagnosing gastrointestinal disease, 
an instrument chat has greatly contributed to 
improved public health. 

We were then ushered into the photo 
gallery section of the Rockwell Tent, where 
we sipped our cocktail drinks while we 
checked the photos of the eight men ofthe. 
hour, and the beauty of La Mesa Nature Park 
and La Mesa Watershed. 

Adorable Bianca Valerio hosted the affair 
beautifully, as Metro hiM's brilliant, young 
editor in chief, Carlo Tadiar and ABS-CBN 
publishing head Ernie Lopez explained the. 
importance of La Mesa Nature Park and La. 
Mesa Watershed, and how Bantay Bata: had 
helped conserve these resources, palanggas. 

Then, it was raining men, palanggas, with 
the fast-paced men’s fashion show. It had'the 
invitees applauding todays awesome cool 


Metro hiM anniversary 
The Rockwell Tent was brimming with "E 
COCA Cola Tigers’ 


tons of invitees who, despite the pouring -— brands such as Daniel Hechter, Folded & 
rain, dashed over to witness the "True Gen- Joseph Yeo with USTTigers’JapsCuan AJDEEwithPinoyDream Hung, Memo, Soda Man, Paul Smith, Ben 
tlemen revealed as Platinum Men of Metro  girifriend Angela with girlfriend, prettyasa Academy's Gemma Sherman, Levi's and Dockers San Francisco, 
hiM,” dahlings. Medalla. picture Leslie Fitzgerald natch. 

È CARLO Tadiar with 

} Cynthia Mangahas and 


> Ferdinand dela Cruz 


METRO Society's Ipe Cruz and. 
chief Raul Manzano with Rustan’s Malou 
Go Francisco (center) 


PLATINUM Man- 
Dr. Windell 
Rivera | 


LEAH Puyat and Bibai Gaisano with La Copa’s Regine 
Sambalido and Mel: 
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Kumpletuhin ang 
uhay! 


RUPERT Jacinto with : 3 
Nonie Basilio, Lulu 1 1 Y 
Castañeda and 

cardiologist Dr. 

Randy Francisco 


Tanchanco, T] Romasanta and Sandra Lacson 


NYMPHA Valencia PEPPER Teehankee 
and Dinky Laperal and Abba Napa 


Japs Cuan and Giordano 
Moi remembers that whenever I was in 
Hong Kong, among the must-stop and buy- 
in-shopT'd go to was Giordano. 
Well, no need to go to HK now, palanggas, 
as this global retail brand took its latest de- 
signs to the catwalk via the awesome and 
grand World Without Strangers Fashion 
‘Show at the TriNoma Mall. 
‘The lead star of the show was the Denim 
Fall Collection, with a total of 140 pieces, that 
included the brand's trendy line of classic and X 3 Vi A á 1 Sander E 
contemporary clothing items and accessories P 2 E were: 
highlighting Giordano's signature Denim dap are Jacol nep E73. NOMOTO] 
Jeans. f t Mother, Athlete, TV personality en M 
The show was superbly staged by Runway 3 R 
Productions’ director Audie Espino and : } 1: 
Giordano operations manager Joyce Sia. 2 
The event was packed, dahlings, with : 
trendsetters, fashion critics, and celebrities, / 
all applauding every piece that was shown e 
from this latest collection, palanggas. 1 TU EM 
Easily the most applauded of the models ital Omar 
was Japs Cuan of the University of Santo Ita Iiic a 
Tomas Growling Tigers. e i 
Easy, casual and trendy Hey thats Gior- - ————— 


dano, di bala! 


For more info on how to join, textsING to2 366 orvisitwwwtaranasingapore:com ph: 


So call your travel agent and book youririp to Singapore now! 
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Kodak EasyShare M883 


Zoom Digital Camera 


It's not a dream. The new Kodak EasyShare zoom digital camera is as 
real as you are. Its sleek and stylish all-metal body fits snugly in your. 
hand. Plus, with the face detection technology, your favorite faces will 
be in focus and naturally colorful 
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P 16,995 
Pay only P 1,416.25 / mo. * 


Kodak EasyShareM753 


-70 megapixels 

-3X optical zoom 

-25" LCD Screen 

- High ISO (up to 1250) 

- HD Still Capture 

- Digital Image Stabilization. 


P 12,995 
Pay only P 1,082.92 / mo.” 


Kodak EasyShare M853 


pum - 8.2 megapixels 
- 3X optical zoom 
-25" LCD Screen 
- High ISO (up to 1250) 
- HD Still Capture 
- Digital Image Stabilization. 


P 14,995 
Pay oniy P 1,249.58 / mo. 


ak EasyShare M Series Digitol Cameras come with 1 GB SD cord and camera case. 


Visit the BPI Madness Roadshow from September 28 to October 16, 2007 at the Glorietta Activity Center 
and get the best deals on these cameras! 


Participating Stores: Accent Micro, Ambassador, Camerehaus, Complink, Electroworld, Silicon Valley, Villman and other participating photo, IT and appliance stores. 
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Now Avaliable: 
Commercial Laundry Equipment. 
‘Commarea! Warranty 


Fully Automatic 


Del! = 


3 years warranty o 


-2 motor paris” = eu. 


* ‘Service Fee not inctuded ‘1 Year Warranty on Labor We 


Distributed by 

AHAM CORPORATION 

FOR INQUIRIES CALL OUR HOTLINE: 374-4567 TO 74 
American Home Bldg. Morato St., San Francisco Del Monte, 
Q.C. (between Subic & de Vera Sts.) 1104 Philippines. 


AMERICAN HoME 
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Design series 
debuts 


DISCOVERY TRAVEL & LIVING LAUNCHES 
an interior design show, "The Wow Factor," 
10-11 p.m., Sept. 28. To be aired every Friday 
thereafter, with replays at 4 p.m. the following 
day, It will feature award-winning designer 
and presenter Tara Bernerd. In each episode. 
Bernerd will listen to client's ideas and use 
them as a springboard to come up with de- 
signs working with a budget clearly indicated. 


HOME FAIR. Sta. Lucia East Department 
Store and Home Gallery is holding Its annual 
Home Fair until Sept. 30. Shop within the pro: 
mo period and get big discounts on home fur 
nishing, appliances and home decor. SLEDS 
and Home Gallery will give away waste bas- 
kets for the first 500 shoppers with a mini- 
mum P1,000 single purchase of any home 
product during the promo. 


HOME/TECHNO FAIR. Festival Supermall Ala 
bang presents the Home, Techno and Digital 
Fair until Sept. 30 at 2/L, Carousel Court. Get 
zero-percent interest when you use your 
Citibank Visa and MasterCard. Mall hours arc 
10.a.m.-9 p.m. Call 8503514 or visit www. 
festivalsupermall.com. 


DESIGN LAB 07 FINALISTS. Electrolux has, 
announced the eight finalists for this year's 
global Design Lab competition with eco- 
design as theme. This is the fifth year of the 
annual global competition. Hundreds of de 
sign students from around the world sub- 
mitted ideas for eco-friendly and sustain- 
able household appliances and solutions for 
2020. The finalists are: Return Po, plastic. 
decomposer by Juan Ying-Hao, Cranbrook 
Academy of Art, United States; Fog Shower 
water-saving shower by Jodo Diego Schi- 
mansky, Pontificia Universidade Católica do 
Paraná, Brazil; Pebble: solar food cooker by 
Laura Pandelle, École Boulle, France; e- 
Wash: natural detergent washing machine. 
by Levente Szabó, Moholy-Nagy University 
of Art & Design, Hungary; Pure: dual kitchen 
sink and detergent-free compact dishwash 
er by Tatjana Voronova, Hochschule für 
Gestaltung Schwäbisch Gmünd, Germany. 
NatureWind: eco-solar air cleaner by Bae 
Won-Ho, Dong-A University, South Korea. 
Gircompo: automatic food composter by 
Thanat Tengamnuay, King Mongkut's Uni- 
versity of Technology Thonburi, Thailand; 
and Go Fresh: energy-saving fridge with in 
dividual, honeycomb-shaped compart- 
ments by He Cheng Fei, Jiangnan Universi 
ty, China. Winner, to be announced Nov. 28 
gets 5,000 euro anda six-month internship 
at an Electrolux global design center. 


COMPETITION. Philtrade Exhibits with select 
members of the Fashion Designers Associa- 
tion of the Philippines present "Black and 
White Couture Competition,” Oct. 5 at the SM 
Mega Trade Hall 3, SM Megamall, Mandaluy- 
ong. Call 8250804, 8253482 or 
09208766505. 


EXAM. The Japanese Language Proficiency 
Testis set on Dec. 2., 9 a.m., at three 
venues—De La Salle University, Philippine 
Nikkei Jin Kai, Angliongto Avenue, Lanang. 
Call 8116155 to 58, 082-2352971, 032- 
3437662. 


SEMINAR. Philtrade Exhibits in cooperation 
with the Philippine Mortuary Association pre. 
sent a seminar on Mortuary Management, 
Oct. 5-6 at the Mega Trade Hall 3, SM Mega: 
mall, Mandaluyong. Call 8250804, 8253482 
or 09208766505. 


"Selected models only: AWT-632P AWT-732P. AWT-832P. AWT-1032P 
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Visits to ayurvedic 
resorts in India /12 


popular with the modern market; 

$ Lord & Berry, a Milan-based brand 
that focuses on eye and lip couture cosmat- 
ics; 

* Lavera Naturkosmetik, a 100-per- 
cent certified vegan line featuring the 
purest, natural and organic ingredients; 

© Caudalie Paris Skincare, famous for 
Using grape-seed extracts that are great for 
preventing skin aging. 

Marionnaud also offers a fantastic loyal- 
ty-card program that includes exclusive 
beauty benefits for devoted customers. 

For questions or comments, contact 
5560422. 


ARIONNAUD IS NOW IN 
M the Philippines, supplying 
local beauty devotees with 
cult brands and modern classics. 
Find the best makeup, fragrance, 
skincare, and bath and body lines at 
Marionnaud. Pamper yourself or 
your loved ones with special beauty 
treatments and great gifts as Mari- 
onnaud turns one. 
Here are some brands avallable exclu- 
sively at Marionnaud: 
© Roget & Gallet, traditional French per- 
fumers who create classic fragrances still 


of streamlined and 

über-chic 
that create 
statements that are effort- 
lessly stylish and virtually 
fool-proof. 
Lord & Berry, "Fashion 
Designers for Lip and 
Finally, here is a 
makeup line that concen- 
trates on two of the most 
important features—eyes 
and lips—and gives you 
an entire range of prod- 
ucts that are easy to use, 
fashion forward, and al- 
ways innovative. 

Within it's Milan headquar- 
ters—the fashion capital of the. 
world—Lord & Berry creates 
couture quality cosmetic collec- 
tions for women all over the 
world. Famous for the LXB 
Treatment complex, Lord & 
Berry's products are carefully 
formulated with macadamia- 
nut oil, vitamins and water lily 
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Silk Kajal Kohl-Liner 
Silk Kajal Kohl-Liner 


LORD & BERRY" 
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A LINE 
cosmetics 
looks and 


Introducing 


endless, 


LORD & Berry beauty collection 


Tradition and timelessness 


FRENCH PERFUMER ROGET & 
Gallet uses time-honored traditions 
in creating special scents that re- 
main perennial favorites for all ages. 
In 1806, a young Frenchman 
named Jean-Marie Farina set up 
shop on the Rue Saint-Honoré in 
Paris where he sold a fresh and 
fruity scent known as Eau de 
Cologne. The tonic preparation, al- 
ready famous throughout Europe, 
became Emperor Napoleon l's fa- 
vorite scent. Farina became the offi- 
cial supplier of the Imperial Eau de 
Cologne used by Napoleon and his 
officers. The fragrance was decant- 
ed into a thin bottle that was easily 
slipped into military boots. 
Napoleon was said to use up to 60 


bottles per month. By 1840, Farina 
sold his business to Léonce Collas, 
who then sold it to Messieurs Roget 
and Gallet in 1862, Today Roget & 
Gallet still produces the legendary 
Eau de Cologne. 

Roget & Gallet is a brand syn- 
‘onymous to classic fragrances that 
remain as fresh and sparkling as. 
the day they were conceived. Aside 
from the original iconic Eau de 
Cologne, there's also Eau de Gin- 
gembre (a bright ginger water 
paired with oriental flowers and 
musk); Eau de Thé Vert (a unisex 
fragrance for those who want har- 
mony and well-being); Bouquet 
Imperial Eau de Cologne (a sun- 
kissed and zesty composition); 


extract. (Macadamia-nut oil is 
known for its hydrating power 
and moisturizing properties. It 
penetrates the skin and replen- 
ishes natural oils lost over the 
course of time. Water lily flower 
extracts are cooling, nourishing 
and skin conditioning.) 

Create a perfect canvas using. 
the Conceal-It Pencil, a moist 
yet matte concealer good for 
covering up tiny spots and oth- 
er flaws. For more creamy cov- 
erage, there's Conceal-It 
Cream, a lighter formula that 
blends easily. For the classic 
smoky eye, try the Silk Kajal 
Kohl-liner paired with E3 Wet 
and Dry Eye shadow Base in 
Silver Gray. Top it off with jew- 
el-toned lips using Smudge- 
proof Kissproof Lipliner in 
Wine, then swipe on the Ulti 
mate Gloss in Kiss. 

Now you can mix and match 
different textures and colors for 
your eyes and lips. With Lord & 
Berry, beauty possibilities are 
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Vetyver Eau de Cologne (an ele- 
gant woody scent); and Lavande 
Royale Eau de Cologne (a vibrant 
lavender fragrance). Each fra- 
grance comes with luxuriously 
matched shower gels and body lo- 
tions, enriched with shea milk and 
natural plant extracts. 

Roget & Gallet is also famous for 
its perfumed soaps. Created with 
the traditional caldron method, 
these finely milled soaps are made 
of 100-peroent vegetal base, infused 
with a unique perfurning process 
that makes sure the soap is per- 
fumed to the very end. 

Roget & Gallet ls exclusively 
available at Marionnaud Philip- 
pines. 


ISSEY MIYAKET 


MEAD piss EY rova 


LEAU d'lssey pour Homme Intense 


"1 in poesi 


ISSEY MIYAKE POUR HOMME 
has launched a new fragrance, 
L'Eau d'issey pour Homme In- 
tense. It has a bubbling, explosive 
and colorful surface, with a spicy 
geyser at its center and sensual, 
textured depths, Intensely citrusy, 
intensely spiced, intensely woody. 
This masculine black and deep 
silver fragrance comes with an 
opportunity to win a brand-new 
HP IPAQS12 Voice Messenger 
phone! This elegant phone in 
black and gray is a 12-key phone 
that allows you to take your office 
with you on the road. It has built- 
in productivity apps and office 
functionality. With the new HP 
iPAQ512, you can easily scan, 
read, and reply to e-mall via Mi- 
crosoft Exchange, POPS or IMAP. 
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The phone also comes with a 
built-in 1.3-megapixel camera. 

Every purchase of the new fra- 
grance will earn you raffle tickets 
to win the new HP IPAQ512 only 
at Marionnaud, Promo is until 
Oct. 7. 


new HP IPAQSI2 phone. 
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Luffa-Jojoba 
Body-Peeling 


Für eine seidig-zarte Hait 


TOP 


HUNDRED- 
PERCENT 
natural bath, 
body and 
beauty line. 
from Germany 


Luffa-Jojoba 


Body-Peeling 


luffa-Jojoba 
Peeling pour le Corps i 
Tour une peau douce & me] 
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60 organic 
Introducing Lavera Naturkosmet- 
ic from Germany, a 100-percent 
natural bath, body and beauty line 
that uses certified organic ingre- 
dients. Lavera means “the truth” 
and the name echoes the brand's 
commitment to using only the 
purest organic ingredients. 
Thomas Haase, founder and own- 
er of Lavera, suffered dermatitis 
since childhood but couldn't find 
nonirritating skin treatments for 
his condition. Eventually he start- 
ed experimenting with natural in- 
gredients and developed his own 
formulations. Years later he 
would open one of Germany's 
first natural-product stores and, 
in 1987, founded Lavera. 
Although many brands tout 
"natural" qualities, few of them 
contain truly natural ingredients. 
Finally, here is a brand that stays 
true to its organic claims. At least. 
95 percent of Lavera's ingredients 
are grown and processed accord- 
ing to strict, government-con- 
trolled, organic agricultural stan- 
dards, and then verified by a 
third-party certifying body. The. 
brand certainly goes above and 
beyond current trends. Lavera 
products are not only made from 
the best ingredients and award- 
winning formulations, but are al- 
so innovative and cruelty-free. 
Over a hundred products are cer- 
tifled vegan (completely free of 
animal products). Vegetarians will 
be happy to know these Lavera 
products bear the stamp of ap- 
proval of the UK Vegan Society. 
The trusted sunflower logo will 
tell you which ones are 100-per- 
cent animal and cruelty-free. 
Lavera Is designed for sensitive 
skin and skips the synthetic 
preservatives, emulsifiers, 
parabens, irritating detergents, 
and petroleum products. Lavera 
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uses only the purest plant oils, 
herb and flower extracts which are 
certified organic ingredients. 
Check the labels on various Lavera 
products and you'll find an ingre- 
dient list that reads like a botanical 
textbook. Naturally pure ingredi- 
ents are the best at supporting the 
skin in processes such as cell re- 
newal, hydration, oxygenation and 
protection. Also, these organic for- 
mulas are suitable for people with 
sensitive-skin conditions, such as 
acne or eczema. 

Some Lavera favorites: 

Laveré Lifting Serum Hydro- 
Gel. A firming and anti-wrinkle 
treatment perfect for delicate 
skin, Balances stressed and dehy- 
drated areas. It contains pure vita- 
mins & plant extracts bio- 
hyaluronic acid, organic bamboo 
and organic green tea. 

Anti-Aging Sun Screen SPF 
20. Sun screen for delicate faces 
with shea butter for moisture, 
hazel and liquorice extracts to 
soothe redness and irritation, caf- 
feine to boost microcirculation, 
and organic, cold-pressed sun- 
flower oil for extra antioxidant 
protection. Never leave home 
without it 

Body Lotion Vervain-Lemon. 
For an invigorating, uplifting ex- 
perience after your shower, 
slather on this luscious lotion. Ex- 
tracts of vervain refresh skin, 
while lemon and lime have anti- 
septic and astringent properties 
to clarify, tone, and brighten skin. 

Lip Gloss. With Vitamin E and 
organic jojoba for maximum 
moisture without the icky, sticky 
feeling. The shimmer is from 
crushed natural minerals and 
doubles as anti-aging sun protec- 
tion. Y 

Lavera Naturkosmetic is avall- 
able exclusively at Marionnaud. 
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You're given a cheesecloth with 


Wellness pilgrimage is 
= MESSICO 
is the way to go today BET Eo 


The massage begins on your 
f , x head, because like an inverted 
ANY PEOPLES ———— — The ayurvedic Ö tree, thats, where, yodi "foots 
idea of a leisure | IFẸ- , E. p are. The head massage alone is 
trip today is go- fi resorts in Kerala, « em. as pu eo, 
ee < a ri 
ing on a wellness pilgrim- STYLED > India inject ^ dc You are led to that high mas- 
BER Se dca E. B d. BU sage bed for the oil massage. 
in the ’80s, futuri - i ; ; a il 
ed that going back to nature Tiria Siosón ancient science Bless d a 
and cultivating spirituality and San Juan. i soothingly warm when they run 
well-being would be the rage in into today’s hal Bey I laicading 
the next decades. While we be- cover its ayurvedic resorts two " motion, sometimes using her 
lieved that prediction, we didnt weeks ago wasn't only timely it COOL lifestyle thumbs to apply pressure. You 
foresee the paradigm shift such was also right on the pulse of feel the energy seeping into you 
en you wese in Gaye’ rs It prides itself in being the kapha (growth). tis the imbal- from those hands, Then she us. 
lifestyle However, staying for seven Sailing—in a fully decked center of ayurveda, the age-old ance among these that causes as two heated herbal pouches to 
Today, spas and wellness cen- days with nine media personali- houseboat. Indian science that’s known toa illness or even death. Tub down your Body: 
ters are the new mecca, akin to ties with perhaps double that , Keralaissaidtobe India's No. few Filipinos, especially those — At the Marari Beach Resort, "the shower is just as spartan, 
what the shopping mall wasin number of characrers and ec. 1 State, its most affluent with a who are into yoga and medita- the ayurvedicdoctor told thedi- yu sit on a monobloc chair and 
the '90s. They provide the centricitiesin them may noter. SOng middle class, with 100- tion. Ayurveda (ayu meaning abetic member of our group the masseuse pours water and 
lifestyle business boom every- actly spell well-being, but Sin. percent literacy, and also its life, veda meaning knowledge that daytime sleeping or nap- herbal powder on you. 
where. gapore Airlines marketinghead “leanest. It shows. The place is Or science) is an ancient, intri- ping doesn't do her good. Day- Ar the Coconut Lagoon, two 
Baby boomers—the biggest Rita Dy managed that feat any- "ot Congested. Is not only rus- cate system of health and heal- time sleep is not good for dia: masseuses do synchronized 
economic force worldwide—are way And, indeed, the trip and tio it's almost idyllic. You could ing indigenous to India, partie- beties, he told our stunned massage, with sesame oil. Te is 
moving heaven and earth to the company were good for See People deriving livelihood ularly to Kerala group. Vigorous, hese tue RS “of 
keep their body and mind fit. ones wellbeing. from the sea and land. We have neither the expertise We went to the nature resorts hands incessantly rubbing and 
Theirexampleisbeing emulated ^ Kerala is in the southwestern Kerala is India's age-old nor the space to dwell on it ofthe CGH chain, anetwork of kneading your back, from 
by generations X and Y tip of india, flanked by the Ara. Source of spices, the variety of here, but briefly, ayurveda is hotels and resorts founded by shoulders to toes, © 
Thats why Singapore Air- plas Sea and the Western Ghats Which is enough to overwhelm practiced by physicians in India an Indian visionary, Jose Do- ^ «Come back to nature and be 
lines’ idea of flying a media mountain range, with a back- YOU. You could smell them in who work fora five-year Bache- minic, who believed every de- present. Feel the energy being 
group to Kerala, India, to dis- water artery thats perfect for AE lor of Ayurvedic Medicine and velopment must be environ- transmitted to you" the 
Kerala was the destination of Surgery. ment-friendly. ayurvedic doctor at Spice Vil- 
conquerorsofcenturiesago led These physicians believe These hotels are véritable Jage told us t 
by Vasco de Gama 500 years equilibrium is the key to a per- botanical gardens, bird and "fr is welcome news that Sin- 
ago. That's why the architecture son's health. Ayurveda isn't so even wildlife sanctuaries, that gapore Airlines is preparing 
ofthe Portuguese andthe Dutch much treatment, as the preven- recycle their water, use biogas reasonably priced travel pack 
(who came later) is still beauti- tion of disease. The ayurvedic from food wastes, use organic „ges to these Kerala resorts and 
fully evident—those stimulat- doctor uses herbs, leaves, bark, fertilizers on its land, and solar hotels giving ayurvedic treat- 
ing ochre and melon colors di- roots, stems of shrubs—health panels. They are a heartening ments. The menus of treat- 
luted by the onslaught of time, and healing from nature—and showcase of eco-friendly sys- ments are attractive, from slim. 
And those saris on women—in even spices and metals such as. tems. ming/stress management pro- 
vibrant saffron, fuchsia, gold, silver and gold. These go with At the Spice Village in gram to treatments for back 
you name it, there's a color to strict diet and rejuvenation ses- Thekkady, Kerala, we got our pain and longevity. 
lure the eye. sions such as oi] massages. first taste of ayurvedic massage. "Theres even “va 
Today, Kerala, from Cochin to In ayurveda, a person is be- The place was unlike any spa jeekaranam—only for men 
Thekkady, is not only a scenic lieved to be made up of five ele- we've seen, whether here or in "ensures longer sexual pleasure 
gem, itisalsoon top ofthe glob- ments—space, aim fire, water Thailand or Bali. Theroom isso and treats” disorders,” the 
al pursuit for wellness. Its and earth—combined with spare, there's only a flat wood-  Marari Beach brochure said; it's 
ayurvedic resorts and hotels put physiological functions of vata en bed in the center andastove 4 7.14-day program. Nobody in 
an ancient science into today's (Le. circulation, respiration), (!) in the comer You Strip the group got to try that, obvi- 
cool lifestyle. pitta (metabolism, digestion), naked—as in everything goes. ously, i 
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eng] CAUDALIE CAUDALIE Paris Skincare uses grapes 


SENS uem MER originating from the vineyards of France. ENERGIZING Fleur deVigne MOISTURIZING Caudalie Nourishing range 


STILE BEET TESTS 


lec erbeten 
CAUDALIE PARIS, A SKIN- ond of persistence is equal to which regulates oil produc- while the Purifying Line bal- 
care line that harvests beauty one “caudalie"; the better the tion, refines skin texture,and ances and protects combina- 
benefits from grapesoriginat- wine, the more caudalie it is ideal for combination skin tion and oily skin. 
ing from the vineyards of has. in need of antioxidant protec- Caudalie has also pro- 
Chateau Smith Haut Lafitte Caudalie is really beauty tion, duced the Vinotherapie Line, 

, VINOTHERAPIE near Bordeaux, Franceisnow on the grapevine, notonlybe- Kirsten Dunst uses the oil- to simulate the spa experi- TREI Sales' Abby de Guzman, 
vangeinspired back in Manila, and can be cause of its key ingredients, free satiny Vinoperfect Radi- ence it created in 1999 right Travel Life Magazine's Gel 
bythefamous. exclusively found at Marion- butalsobecauseofthebuzzit ance Serum Complexion Cor- in the comforts of your own Tarrayo and Bing Ramillanp 
Vinotherapie naud at SM Mall of Asia. has generated because of recting line that boosts the home. This includes a range 

Caudalie's historyisamar- celebrities who consider it complexion’s radiance and of shower gels, nourishing 
riage of earth and destined among their beauty must- appearance. body lotion, French milled 
encounters, Mathilde and haves. Sarah Jessica Parker likes soap and body scrubs all in- 
Bertrand Thomas, a young Madonna, for example, is Caudalie's Moisturizing Skin spired by the vineyards in 
and handsome couple, creat- said to order 12 bottles of the Mask that soothes and mois- Crushed Cabernet, Sauvi- 
ed the Caudalie skincare line Beauty Elixir, Caudalie's sig- turizeseven the driest skin. gnon and Merlot. 
in 1995, nature star product every Caudalie's product range To launch the Caudalie 
‘They were working closely month. Inspired by the “elixir consists of its Cleansing and line, Marionnaud hosted an 
with professor Vercauteren, of youth” made famous by Toning Line; a Lifting Line exclusive wine-tasting ses- 
who discovered that grape Queen Isabelle. of Hungary, that provides exceptional sion sponsored by Ralph's. 
seeds were rich in antioxi- this marvelous skincare prod- firming action asit stimulates Caudalie’s Asia representa- 
dant polyphenol. uct smoothes features, tight- cellular renewal for younger tive Diana Diep enlightened MARIONNAUD assistant 
Caudalie is a wine term ens pores and provides anin- looking skin; and the Ener- guests with its secret beauty marketing manager Carmen 
designating the measure- stant burst of radiance to the gizing Line that preserves recipe straight from the Araneta-Reyes flanked by 
ment unit of the duration that complexion. youthful skin, The Nourish- grapevine. lawyer friends Bernadette 
wine flavors remain in the Eva Longoria loves the ingLineensures comfortable, Marionnaud is at 2/L, Manulid and Bernadette de 
mouth after tasting. One sec- Vinopure Matte Finish Fluid, radiant and youthful skin; Main Mall, SM Mallof Asia. ^ Guzman 
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Starting with ac 


IE: i-e since = ran = 
of vitamins and sup- 
plements for weight con- 
trol, skin and hair. I have 
not been able to replenish 
because I've been busy. 

Two months after my last 
complete supplement program, 
Thad myself tested by NuSkin's 
machine to measure antioxi 
dant levels. They tested danger- 
ously low. 

The full effect after three 
months? 

Thad gained weight, my hair 
was greasy and started falling. I 
had less energy. I had bad bath- 
room habits, cystic acne, aller- 
gies, lower abdominal bulge 
(puson), and sagging cheeks. 

Thad aged five to 10 years in 
a few months due to free radical 
damage fueled by stress. 

Taking the supplements now 
would not be a very good idea 
because the toxin accumulation 
in my body would block most of 
it so my absorption would not 
be maximized. 

It was time for my internal 
cleansing program, Ultimate 
Fasting Cleanse (UFC) would be 
my best bet, but since I have 
taken to walking 12,500 to 
15,000 steps a day, it would not 
be too smart for me not to eat 
anything for five days except 
fiber and tablets. 

Some of the people I know 
who tried UFC cheated by eat- 
ing meat and processed food. 
Needless to say they demanded 
something that would clean 
them up inside thoroughly but 


Launch 


T THE RECENT 
launch party of 
Olay White Radi- 


ance, 400 of the metro’s 
young style mavens, 
beauty and fashion ex- 
perts gathered for a night 
of girl talk on “my kind of 
perfect.” 

Olay once again created a 
breakthrough product that 
promises women perfect-look- 
ing fairness. 

But what exactly did they 
mean by perfect-looking fair- 
ness? Olay White Radiance's 
brand manager Michelle Villar- 
roel explained, "Instead of just 
whitening, Olay White Radi- 
ance goes beyond that and of- 
fers to bring out the natural ra- 
diance of your skin. The truth is 
the perfect fairness for you may 
not be the same for others be- 
cause we were all born with dif- 
ferent skin. So it's about achiev- 
ing fairness thats perfect for 
you by addressing any or all of 
the obstacles that are a hin- 
drance for you." 

With an improved formula- 
tion that has 10 times more 
whitening Niacinamide, 
2.5 times more Vitamin E anti- 
oxidant and SPF 24 sun protec- 
tion, it protects women from UV 
damage while correcting and 
enhancing their skin tone so 
they get fairness that's just right 
for them. 

The party unveiled Olays 
White Radiance ambassadors: 
"it" girl Isabelle Diaz-Daza, pho- 
tographer Monica Barretto and 
makeup artist Denise Go. Also 
present was skincare consultant. 
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Cleansing 
Program 


allow food intake. 

The best road-tested options: 

1. Colonix (P6,500 for a 
30-day supply pack). Perfect for 
those who have never-tried a 
fasting-cleansing program. You 
have two easy steps in the 
morning and one at night be- 
fore bed. When you wake up, 
you take Paranil anti-parasite 
tablets on an empty stomach to 
kill off any parasites inside you 
that is causing the hunger 
pangs and absorbing all the nu- 
trients for themselves, causing 
one to bloat due to toxin build- 
up. 

After 15 minutes, take one 


arty redefines 
skin perfection 


L1 


MEMBERS of the Olay White 
Radiance Circle 


NEW faces of Olay White Radiance, from left: Isabelle Diaz-Daza, 
Denise Go, Monica Barretto and Dr. Jade Lim-Tiongco 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER remem, 


LiresTYLE BEYUTY 


One should purge toxins and 
parasites from one’s system before 
going on another round of anti- 
oxidant vitamins and supplements 


scoop Colonix fiber with probi- 
tics to scrub off the impacted 
waste that all those constipated 
moments have permanently 
lodged into your intestines and 
colon. 

Did you know that there are 
people who carry around up to 
30 pounds extra of hardened 
waste that’s why they stay over- 
weight even when they don't 
eat much? 

At night, seep the Kleri Tea in 
a mug of hot water, but make 
sure you are home because it 
can make you very sleepy so it's 
dangerous to drive. 

‘The catch: Some may experi- 


Dr. Jade Tiongeo, who gave tips 
on getting perfect-looking fair 
skin. The event also launched 
the Olay Radiance Circle, an ex- 
clusive group comprised of 100 
of the metros young style 
mavens. 

"We chose these women be- 
cause not only are they experts. 
who are fulfilling their vision of 
perfect, in their own way, each 
of them are committed to help- 
ing women around them be- 
come more beautiful and closer 
to each one's kind of perfect," 
said Villaroel. 

"They tried White Radiance 
and loved it so much that they 
uploaded their stories to the 
blogsite and even got their 
friends to use it. We plan to in- 
vite more young ladies to join in. 
time," she adds. 

To cap off the evening, a 
necklace designed by Happy 
David was given to the ladies. 


san slate 


MAKEOVER 


911 
Kinny Salas 


ence tummy cramps when they 
wake up, but they will become 
fine for the rest of that day. 

Also some first-timers must 
do the program for 60 to 90 
days to be sure everything is 
cleaned out. It took decades to 
pile all the toxins up so don’t ex- 
pect them to clear up after a 
month—unless you are willing 
to do the five-day UFC program 
without food. 

In addition, drink lots of wa- 
ter since lack of water may 
cause fiber to harden and clog 
up your stomach. 

Parasites and their eggs do 
come out of you—some see 
them as early as day four while 
for others it takes two weeks or 
more to drive them out. It may 
be scary but would you rather 
keep parasites inside you breed- 
ing? 


Colonix is available at Philos- 
ophy by Mikaela Salon. Call 
8921574 for inquiries. 


High-fiber 

2. The H.O.PE. system stands 
for H-igh fiber, O-mega 3 oils, 
Probiotics, and E-nzymes. 

A healthy digestive system is 
the key to weight control and 
keeping yourself healthy, happy 
and functional. So Hope is my 
maintenance plan after Colonix 


Hair accessories that 


THE GOODY WOMENS 
Stayput Collection carries high 
performance hair accessories 
with patent-pending technolo- 
gy that provides more holding 
power than traditional hair or- 
naments. 

Bothered by stray hair, fly- 
aways, and bangs that get in the 
eyes as a result of all that snip- 
ping and trimming? Applying 
mousse or blow-drying the hair 
might be an effective solution 
but it’s not an option especially 
for women who are always on 
therun. 

Goody Stayput headbands 
offer an easy way out with hair 
accessories that provide the 
same secure hold like hair prod- 
ucts, minus the fuss. 

A stylish accent to bobs and 
short styles are flat headbands 
and elastics designed to stay in 
place no matter what your ac- 
tivity is for the day. Another 
style is the Goody fabric head- 
wrap which comes with the Fit- 
Clip technology that can be eas- 
ily adjusted to your head size. 

There's nothing more annoy- 
ing than wet, sweaty hair stick- 
ing on your face after a workout 
or a round of badminton. Avoid 
unnecessary distraction with a 
two-layer headband or the Fitclip 
No-Slide headwrap designed 
with the Stayput technology. 

Put off by short layers and 
bangs? Soft Touch barrettes and 
contour clips won'tslide off, roll 
or fall out of your hair as you 
dash through all the maddening 
deadlines in the office. Work 


or UFC. 

High fiber promotes bowel 
regularity, checks cholesterol 
and excess sugar, and elimi- 
nates liver and intestinal toxins, 

‘Omega 3 oils contain Lipase, 
an enzyme that digests fats so 
less is absorbed by our body. 
Probiotics Flora More are good 
bacteria that keep bad bacteria 
under control. Those who are 
low in Probiotics-are prone to 
yeast infection that causes sug- 
ar cravings and stubborn excess 
weight, diarrhea, constipation, 
gas, bloating, lactose intoler- 
ance, weight gain at the slight- 
est carbohydrate intake, and 
low immune system (so you're 
always sick or have colds and 
are prone to rashes and acne 
breakouts). 

We need at least five billion 
good bacteria daily. For exam- 
ple, if you have an enzyme 
shortage, you will experience 
gas, bloating, heartburn and fa- 
tigue after eating. 


out your style with Activewear 
clips for your hair. 

Another version of these clips 
is the Oval Comfort Gel bar- 
rette. Textured hinges automat- 
ically clasp on and shape to 
your hair for the perfect hold. 
These hair ornaments have 
twice the hold of traditional 
barrettes—click clasp once for 
thick hair, and twice for thin 
locks. 

A must-own for fashionistas 
and trend watchers this season 
are metallic headbands and knit 
headwraps that beautifully 
frame the face. These chic ac- 
cessories work both with short 
and long hair. 

For little misses who like to 
play dress up (like their moms 
and sisters), Goody has created 
a separate line designed to cater 
to young girls’ fun and playful 
personalities. Feminine details 
in ponytails and barrettes like 


Te mm. HOPE (High fiber Omega 3 ol 
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„Prgblotics and Enzymes) 


Digest More contains a vari 
ety of enzymes so you can effi- 
ciently digest everything; 
starch, protein, dairy, fats, veg- 
etables and sugar. 

The treatment helped me di- 
gest all that excess fat and pro- 
tein when I went on a high-pro- 
tein, low-carbohydrate diet. 

Digest More is available at 
Health Express. E-mail custom- 
erservice@healthex- 
pressph.com or call 8927978. 

Results: 1. Expect to lose up 
to 20 pounds the first month if 
you are very overweight due to 
‘chronic constipation. 2. Clearer 
skin 3. Fresh breath 4. No crav- 
ings for sweets and fast food 
5. Flatter stomach and no PMS 
6. Less hair fall 7. Regular bow- 
el movement and reduction in 
appetite 

When your system is cleared 
up and healthy, it will be more 
responsive to skin treatments 
and vitamin/supplements ab- 
sorption will be maximized. 


Im 


ruffles, flowers, cute insects and 
beads will surely have girls 
looking sweet and neat. Avail- 
able in fun colors like pink, yel- 
low, violet and orange, the 
Goody Stayput Girls Collection 
are offered in no-slide and 
braided headbands, elastics, 
sporty ponytailers, knit head- 
wrap, contour combs and gel 
barrettes. 

Goody arms you for the rainy 
season with a free umbrella for 
every P600 worth of Goody 
items, Offer is good until sup- 
plies last. 

Goody is available in all lead- 
ing department stores nation- 
wide. 


GLUTA WHITE & FIRM AIMS 
to set a new standard for skin 
whitening and firming. 

Derm Pharma Inc., which 
introduced such products as 
Regroe, Derm A and Skintel, 
has launched Gluta White & 
Firm. 

‘An intensive skin whitening 
and firming system, Gluta 
White & Firm helps make the 
skin fairer and more con- 
toured ina shorter time. 

Gluta White & Firm's active 
whitening and slimming com- 
plex combines glutathione, L- 
camitine, lipofirm and clair 
blanche. 

Glutathione, one of the ac- 
tive components, is supposed 
to help tum dark pigmenta- 
tion into light tones. 

Clair blanche is a unique fu- 
sion of seven active ingredi- 
ents that helps inhibit melanin 
formation. 


Skin care beyond whitening 


Gluta White & Firm is de- 
signed to whiten skin in two 
weeks while preventing the 
development of freckles and 
age spots. A gentle sunscreen 
provides protection from the 
sun. 

L-carnitine and lipofirm 
help achieve a sexier and slim- 
mer appearance. L-carnitine is 
a naturally occurring sub- 
stance found in most cells of 
the body. It assists in the pro- 
cessing of fat and helps ele- 
vate certain enzymes for pro- 
cessing sugars, starches, and 
other carbohydrates. 

Lipofirm helps reduce adi- 
pose fat (fat found in tissue 
just below the skin) and has 
firming, slimming and drain- 
ing effects. 

Gluta White & Firm works 
within the skin and on the sur- 
face to counteract lack of re- 
silience and tone due to loss of 


collagen. 

The line includes Gluta 
White & Firm Lotion, Gluta 
White & Firm Soap, Gluta 
White & Firm Facial Wash, 
Gluta White & Firm Facial 
Cream, Gluta White & Firm 
Deodorant and Gluta White & 
Firm Pressed Powder. 

Gluta White & Firm is avail- 
able in all leading department. 
and drug stores nationwide 
(tel. 8173303). 
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nniversaire! 


Marionnaud Turns One! 
Come & Celebrate 

a beauty-filled year 
with us... 


- Recieve an exclusive 
Evening Bag with a three piece Deluxe sample 
for a minimum purchase of P3,900. 
Valid from October 1-31, 2007 


MARIONNAUD GIFTCARD 
The perfect gift 
Available in P1,000 
and P2,000 
denomination 
2nd floor Main Mall Building SM Mall of Asia * Tel. 556-0422 / 5560419 


Seprenpen2s,2007 PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER KRISTINE HERMOSA, 


‘The Bibleis n.y favorite 
Website: www.inquirer.nev/entertainment book. It has taught me 


alot.Itgaveme 
strength, especially Books 
when Diet (Ocampo) and 
Ibrokeup and I lost my 
drive to work. The Bible 
gave me back the 
Editor Emmie G. Velarde inspiration to go back to acting. Since 


: then, make sure to read it whether or not 
itymessage to 2207 (Globe) and 283 (Smart) or emal us at entertainment@inquirer.com.ph ee 


E ; what the Holy Books telling me, but try. 
Actor Juan Rodrigo is a chemist, too, my best to abide by it. 


and an active environment advocate 


WHITENING TO THE MAX! 


10 REASONS WHY vou should TRY and SWITCH! 
Glutathione and Vitamin C together: ERU 


INTENSIVELY WHITENS. G í t YA el 


REDUCES the appearance of minor scars and dark spots. with Glutathione & Vitamin C 


RYAN BAMOSASS CAN 


Marinel R. Cruz 


PREVENTS signs of pre-mature aging. perena 


ins 
MINIMIZES pores. Whitening © Soap 
ILLUMINATES for that radiant glow. 


ENERGIZES dull skin for that SMOOTH, 


YOUTHFUL CLARITY. \ glutar€ 
PROTECTS against environmental damage. — 1 & = 


s ening Soap 
SMOOTHENS skin. witening § 


CLEANSES the skin without drying. 
for his lans Se 


By Cora Lucas 


ON'T BE SURPRISED IF 
you see actor Juan Rodrigo 
in his front yard mixing co- 
conut oil, sodium hydroxide and 
oil-soluble dye. Ada Ge San Lazaro ns 
Lets denne i rici inoma « Metro Gaisano Department Stores: Metro Market! Markell» Metro Ayals Gebu » Meiro Colon Cebu + Melro Legaspi * Metro Lucena + Super Metro Cebu « Gaisano 
Chain of Stores: Cebu * Davao > Cagayan 
handmade organic soaps meant to be 
unique, personal- 
ized presents for his vr 
fans. YOUR 
“May mga fans 
ako na every Christ- 
mas at birthday ko, 
pinupuntahan ako 5 f 
sa bahay. Naubusan || * v E 
ako ng ideas kung || cg $ - ir Z 


ano ibibigay ko sa [EEE a pa SISGPEDERR | Ma ile 


kanila," says JR, p x 2 Se 

pho omeny | EE Tee, Ta Nouvelle Image | | A i Symphony 
Ann Santos telenov- M etos 0° DERMATOLOGY E PASTI SUNGERT CUME T Orchestra 
ela “Ysabella,” the F js 

forthcoming Kris- 
tine Reyes movie 
and an environment. 
concert series with 

Nonoy Zuñiga and TES 

ko, bakit hindi 

sabon, para sarili 

kong gawa?” 


irramali « Greenhills « 
lerpoint Sta Mesa (3rd level) + Bacoor Mall 1 


joor Su 
Telefax: 637.7841 = Mobile: 08215249196 " 0822 
e-mail address: ini 2006@pididsL.net e website: www. lanouvelleimage com. 


Not for sale... & à i 
yet ; : ] September 29 
JR finished BS ^ E fs a back to back concert with 
Some ae A : 4 ‚Angelo Ortiz and Jon Joven 
Eastern University. NS s E 
He used to be a labo- 4 F: 3 .6 pm 
ratory analyst for } T : j 
quality control at the 
Philippine Refining. 
Company now 
Unilever. For three 
years, he was part of 
à team that ensured 
the company's soap 
and shampoo prod- 
uets met the re- 
quired standards. 
JR swears by his 
Obaya soaps: skin 
whitening, moistur- PARTICIPATING BAMICHES 
izing Papaya-Cala- t). Foe tuisse 744 M Clot 995-2875 
mansi; anti-aging p 34274209 > SM Megaman 638.6689 
Carrot; anti-bacteri- 
al, anti-fungal Tea 
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Watch LIVE 
via SATELLITE 


Robinsons Movieworld $ 
GALLERIA * ERMITA 
METRO EAST 


OCTOBER 7 « Sunday 
8:00AM 


TICKET PRICE: 
P600 (Galleria & Ermita) 
P500 (Metro East) 
FREE hotdog, popcorn 
and drink for every ticket 
purchased 
TICKETS are available 
at the ticket booth 
For inquiries. pls. coll the 


-Markeling Services Dept. 
3952188 locs. 230 7 240 


ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD CINEMAS MOVIE GUIDE 


GALLERIA 


1 THE BRAVE ONE + THX 
150 435 720 1000 


www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 


6 1 NOW PRONOUNCE YOU CHUCK & LARRY 
1200 230 500 7:30 1000 


2 RESIDENT EVIL 3 
11:10 120 330 $40 750 1000 


71KNOW WHO KILLED ME 1240 300 
RESIDENT EVIL3 »:10 /20 930 


: GULONG 
500 700 900 


8I'VE FALLEN FOR YOU 
140 320 530 740 950 


4NO RESERVATION 
12:30 250 5:10 730 950 


9 SHOOT ‘EM UP 
100 3:10 520 730 940 


5 ANG LALAKE sa PAROLA 
1240 230 420 610 800 950 


10 ROGUE ASSASSIN 
1240 300 $20 740 1000 


Tcreening 


at Robinsons Movieworld 
GALLERIA 


‘starring: 
Harry Laurel, Justm de Leon, Jennifer Lee, 
Sheree and Allan Paule 
According to folklore, ve famy of he kghthouse shows: 
ers every tuli moon to Ine man her heart desires 
Wren the man succumbs to Ine ay charms and 
makes love to any other 
‘woman Woven 
{tar Laurel, a inthouse caretaker Jerome (Justin 
de Leon) à gay man from the cry nds himsel! deeply 
atiracied to vs simple yet seductive man upon mecing 
him Soon, Mateo finds humseltentenng a subtle 
omoerole journey wih hia newound fend, wale 
Suzel (Jenifer Lee), hs gufinend, continues to struggle 
lor his love and attention Wil Mateo bravely cross Ore 
thin ine between being straight and being gay in the 
mst of his conservabve rural communıy? 


NOW SHOWING 


MTRCB Raling: R18 


GRADED B by the Cinema Evaluation Board 


ERMITA : : a 
1I'VE FALLEN FOR YOU 


BETEN EN 


1230 250 5:10 730 1000 


2 SHOOT 'EM UP. 
1200 200 400 600 800 1000 


5 NO RESERVATION 
12:30 250 U 725 1000 


THE BRAVE ONE 
W213) 1 00. 3 80 
CHUCK and LARRY| 
c 640. 9:30 


I'VE FALLEN FOR You| 
use ‘GP 12 10, 2:30, | 
4:50. 7:10,9:30 — | 


Or RESERVATIONS, 
MIRCÀ GP 
2:30, 5:00, 7:30, 10:00 


MrRcD R33 12 20. 2:45 
5:10, 7:35, 10:00 


LEPREMIERETTRERT 


Mores an shales or uec 9 hor wate; 


® RESIDENT EVIL 3 


“The Most Awaited Fight rs Oni 
The Will to Win "PACQUIAO vs BARRERA" 
Stier Featherweight Championship 
on OCTOBER 7, 2007 (SUNDAY) - 8:00 AM IMANILA TIME) 
Live Via Satellite from. 
Mandalay Bay Rosort & Casino, 
cinoma Gatos Opon at 7.00 AM Ti 


3 RESIDENT EVIL3 
1235 300 525 745 1000 


6 I KNOW WHO KILLED ME 1200 225 
RESIDENT EVIL 3 450 710 925 


41NOW PRONOUNCE YOU CHUCK & LARRY 7 ROGUE ASSASSIN 


1230 250 510 730 1000 


1230 250 sn 725 1000 


FILM BY SOCKIE FERNANDEZ 


GULONG Is a moving love story of a couple separeted by 
E > ? time, who find themselves together again In the sunset of their 
$ Gulong lives. It is about friendship, love and life. The story Is told from 


apego he point or view of Apa 
E 
N Re: 


i MTRCB Rating: G 
METRO EAST msi 


100 335 615 900 


o, a smart, kindhearted boy whose 


quest for an old bicycle reveals the stuff he Is made of. 
watch this only at Robinsons Movieworld Galleria 


September 22 to October 02 


1205 215 425 640 900 


2 RESIDENT EVIL 3 
1130 210 430 650 910 


6 THE BRAVE ONE 
110 340 620 900 


3I'VE FALLEN FOR YOU 
125 150 410 640 905 


7 NO RESERVATION 
11:05 135 405 635 905 


AI KNOW WHO KILLED ME 11:20, 1:40 
RESIDENT EVIL3 400 620 840 

NOVALICHES t: < rA 

1 RESIDENT EVIL 3 

2 NO RESERVATION 


PIONEER 


1 NO RESERVATION 
140 400 620 840 


2 RESIDENT EVIL 3 
1200 210 420 630 840 


STA. ROSA 


1THE LAST LEGION 
2 NANCY DREW 


8 SHOOT 'EM UP. 


sn 
3 I'VE FALLEN FOR YOU 
1205 215 aus eis eas 


4 INOW PRONOUNCE YOU CHUCK & LARRY 
115 245 615 845 


GEI 


2 I'VE FALLEN FOR YOU 


31 NOW PRONOUNCE YOU CHUCK 8 LARRY 3 DAYWATCH 


4)'VE FALLEN FOR YOU 


4 DISTURBIA 


DASMARINAS 5:5; 5,5 2:8 IM LIS Wei 


4 DISTURBIA 

2 THE BRAVE ONE 

3 RESIDENT EVIL 3 
4l’VE FALLEN FOR YOU 


1 THE BRAVE ONE 
ZI'VE FALLEN FOR YOU 
3 SKINWALKERS 


1 RESIDENT EVIL 3 

2 THE HOST 

3 ROGUE ASSASSIN 
AIVE FALLEN FOR YOU 


2A LOVE STORY 
31408 


4 | NOW PRONOUNCE YOU CHUCK & LARRY 


2 ROGUE ASSASSIN 
3 SKINWALKERS 


BACOLOD 

4 ROGUE ASSASSIN 

2 I'VE FALLEN FOR YOU 
3 NANCY DREW 

4 DISTURBIA 

5 WAITRESS 

6 LIGAW LIHAM 


Ticket Paice: P70 


5 RUSH HOUR 3 
6 THE BRAVE ONE 


1 ROGUE ASSASSIN 
2I'VE FALLEN FOR YOU 
3 THE BRAVE ONE 

4 UNDERDOG 

5 SKINWALKERS 

6 STOMP THE YARD 


1 NOW PRONOUNCE YOU 
CHUCK AND LARRY 


2:16, 5:05, 4.55, 10:40 
Ma 
RESIDENT EVIL 3 
1:35, 3:50, 6:18, 8:40, 11:00 
Rag 


NO RESERVATIONS 
41:05, 3:35, 6:05, 8:35, 11:00 
& 
I'VE FALLEN FOR YOU 
2:05, 4:35, 7:05, 9:50 


Formguns, ca 


687-6963 


FRIDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 28, 2007 
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JED MADELA 


My five-month-old pet Basti is a typical 
beagle—he loves to play and run around 
the house. When he's hungry or needs 
something, he gets his squeaky toy and 
makes a lot of noise, He won't stop until 
someone minds him, Whata brat, huh? But 
he's really malambing. After work, 1 go 
straight to his kennel. When he sees me, he 
jumps with excitement. That makes my ex- 
haustion disappear. He eats anything, even 
fruits. He loves apples. I give him vitamins 
every day and, after his meals. we brush his 
teeth, Apart from Basti (who lives with 
me), | have four other dogs (who live with 
my aunt): a pug named Max, mini pinsch: 
er named Lana and her two pups Diego and 
Carlos. Early this week, Lana gave birth to 
one male and two female puppies. 
Bayani San Diego Jr. 


uf LN 
FAVORITE" 


MONSOUR DEL ROSARIO 


My favorite part of the house is my work 
room. 1 actually like all the rooms in this house, 
but I spend a lot of time in my office, where I 
write letters and read books. I can make a mess 
of ír and no one will mind. Plus, there's a win- 
dow there that leads to the terrace. The room is 
very me. Thats where L keep my Bruce Lee 
posters and other personal stuff. 1 like the TV 
room as well, where watch sports shows. 

Bayani San Diego Jr. 


JRsayshe 
uses only his 
own 
products. 
Rov hom 


SOAPS. . . memes 


Tree; and natural-bleaching Kamias. 

The actor says he has not used othe 
soaps since he perfected his formulas. Hi 
has yet to put them in the market, though. 

In his frontyard, JR demonstrates how te 
make the Papaya-Calamansi variant — 
from the mixing of coconut oil with sodiun 
hydroxide and oil-soluble dye, to the pour 
ing of additives like vitamin E, alpha hy 
droxy acid and mild scents. He says he al 
lows the mixture to dry overnight befor 
cutting it to size. 


Secret ingredient 

“Para hindi harsh sa skin," he explains 
“at least two weeks from the mixing bag 
gamitin." 

He has a "secret ingredient,” he says: A 
although organic products are normally 
scented, JR says his products suit the Fi 
ipino preference for sweet-smelling soap. 

The “hobby” has brought him to scienc 
fairs at the World Trade Center in Manil 
The products have made their way to othe 
countries, too, thanks to loyal fans who o 
der by the bulk to sell abroad. 

How about an official endorser? “Saka n 
yon, if it becomes a big business,” he say: 
Smiling widely. "Sa ngayon ako muna.” 
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35 Watch chain 

38 Signe of 
"Johnny Anger” 

40 LS. math 

41 Intense pain 

43 Hall of doux 


By Barry Siik 
McLean, VA 
MAG-ISIP KA 
ANAK TUTA i h d p 5 Pepsin and 
rennin 
6 Boardroom 
execs 
7 Asian sea 
8 Vincent Lopez 
52 Timber trouble theme 
54 Latin 101 verb — 9 Contingencies 
55 Geom figure 10 Premier 
56 1960 ht by The __ Khrushchev 
Crests 11 Kind of drive 
62 Look forward to 12 Zhou. 
13 Did a Tall job 
21 3-lotter lunch 
22 Wars of the 
Roses side 
26 Stellar boar 
27 Hawalian island 
28 "The Good 
Earth" heroine 
3 29 Kind of basis 
Ti NolanorMeg 30 Mediterranean 42 Pickle holder 54 Stage frontage 
island nation 45 Horse feed 57 Volcano near 
DOWN 31 Strongly advise 48 River of Manila 
1 High-five sound 34 injure’ Victoria Falls 58 External: pref. 
2 Statuesque 36 One waylo 49 More 59 Actor Curtis, 
3 Tunurro of store data tentious 60 Como _ 
“The Sopranos” 37 Tournament 51 Manner Usted? 
4 Superman passes 52 Curtain 61 Hammer part 
power 39 Quatro y quatro 53 Add lusterto 63 Small child 
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A. LIPIN BYJESSABRERA Answer to previous puzzle 


ANG ENVIRONMENT AY) ANONG MASASAB/ (og Di LANG PUNO, 
ANG NASA PALIGID SA INKONE KAPALIGIRAN ZX ANG K/NALBOS) 
Ninyo Y Md GRABE ANC D TENE, 
DPENUPATION P. MEAL 
SKIN HEAP, 
TAWAS Did: 
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PUGAD BABOY HOWTOPLAYSUDOKU Difficulty Level & & & 3 


Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9. Tips and program at www.sudoku.com 
GARFIELD BYJIM DAVIS 


A SMILE 15 
LIKE SUNSHINE... 
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LOVEKNOTS BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 


JOWA, NABALI TAAN NG ARRAY N Gan, Sunveoo=) 
MO NA HABANG NAGBABA — \ 

KASYON ANG MAGALING 
MONG ASAWA, IKAWANG 


NAGLALABA: 


YOU BORN TODAY: You're compassionate, caring and extremely hardworking. (You wil always fight for the underdog.) Despite your 
charming, trendy exterior, you e very shrewd and realistic. You have big plans and very original ideas. Fram your mid-50s onward, 
travel and education become extremely appealing. The year ahead is ful of exciting, fresh, new beginnings. Open any door! 


Birthdate ot: Brigitte Bardot, actress; Naomi Watts, actress; Mira Sorvino, actress. 


ARIES (March 21 to April LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22): SAHTANS Di. 2 ta 
19): For the rest of the year, You might be involved in jec. 21): For the rest of the 
ATOMO AND WEBOY your domestic situation wil Some secret aces fo APER) yor and even longer. you're 
Fso P 7 be the scene of busy activi- W3 the next 6-7 months. You're going to feel unusually In- 
‘SO Much FoR MY Must T. ALWAYS Lose ty, chaos and people arriv- defintely going to play your tense and passionate about 
Bo4cerT. ITSUCKS | EVERY MetAPHYSICAL | CARH INTOABALL AND | want To Lister NUN yawa Kapama cards very close o your "= Me especialy your ex Me. 


TOSS rt into A GIGANTIC ers clude dealing with shared property and 


bt. 
TAURUS (April 20 to May VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 
20): For the next six 22): Contaci wath lends or CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to 
months, you’ be unusually groups is highly possible in Jan. 19): Easy does I. Mars 
boid and assertive nal your A the months ahead. Alterna "Sy is going to oppose your sign 
communication wit others, tively, you might have a lot for a number of months 
but most especially with cof energy to work with oth- ahead—and this Is most un- 
siblings, neighbors and re- es. usual. Normally It lasts for 
about seven weeks, not seven months! Be 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Ot, a); PUEN M parere 

GEMINI (May zi to June You're going to become un- mee 

KIKO MACHINE 20): You've decided to do usualy ambitious unti aan 

ud E Some had work. This urge round June ol next year 18: Youre cry, going 

AGE mama ko j E to be productive is going 10 You're going to take the iin. WA ud 
í Say wan you ont nex. your tenin and run wit [eph Eun 

spring. You're on a mission, 


Complete t Gücive in every way. You 
MXN EM M HINT SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. vant efficiency and effec- 


T 21: You're gong to siart 10 
CANCER (June 21 to duly is) pour more and more energy 
22): Mars is normaly in into. "education, training, PISCES (Fob. 19 to March 
each sign for about seven traveling, publishing andthe 20): Get ready tor some fun 
weeks. However, today Mars media. Thats because you ahead! Love alas, 1o- 
moves into your sign where want to expand your world in some way. mance, vacations, playful 
itil stay for the rest of tme times with children, sports 
year and into 2008. and ali the ars wil shine tor 
you for months ahead! Enjoy! 
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CARNIVAL masks, also 
from Paete. 


LAST Supper masks, 
created by Pacte ar 
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By Bayani San Diego Jr. 
Photos by Rudy Esperas 


O GET TO HIS PAGSANJAN 
| rest house, TV director 
Louie Ignacio has to cross a 

river. 

Ts just a quick five minutes by banca, 
and he is invariably accompanied by his 
mongrel pet Gloria—which swims enthusi- 
astically alongside the boat. 

At the riverbank, he is greeted by a 23- 
foot image of Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
sculpted by Paete artist Lino Dulay. 

There is a bahay kubo—make that a 
modern nipa hut in royal red and apple 
green. 

“I wanted it built in the traditional man- 
ner,” Louie explains. 

He eschewed hollow blocks and cement 
and opted for sawali, bamboo and wood. 
“But I didn't want it to look typical. That's 
why I painted it in vibrant colors." 

The kubo reflects his personality, he 
notes, and houses his passions—from pho- 
tography to Paete art, from paintings to a 
Fukuyama & Sons piano. 

"We took the baby grand across the river 
on 15 bancas tied together. About 30 men 
carried it up the house,” he recounts. 

‘The white piano, along with the vacation 
home, was a surprise birthday gift to his 
mom, Fe Lagdameo-Ignacio. 

“My mom plays the piano. 1 secretly 
bought this place and the piano three years 
ago," Louie says. “We rushed the construc- 
tion in time for her birthday in October." 

When the day came, he told her they 
were off to celebrate in a Laguna resort. 
“We blindfolded her during the banca 
ride,” Louie relates. "When we got here, I 
took off her blindfold and told her the rest 
house was my present to her. She cried 
buckets.” 

Now he spends long weekends here with 
his mom and three city dogs — “as often as 
my schedule permits.” 

‘As director of the daily chat show “Sis” 
and the weekly programs “Celebrity 
Duets,” “Mel & Joey” and “SOR” Direk 
Louie's calendar is booked solid. 


rungen 


Bie 


‘The Laguna retreat allows him to get 
away from it all, he says. “When I'm here, 
after receiving the overnight ratings for 
the week, I turn off my cell phone." 

Apart from the main house, he built a 
mini-chapel, a guest house and an of- 
fice/studio where he paints to his hearts 
content. 

In the works is an exhibit of his work — 
paintings and photographs — at the Her- 
itage Gallery in SM Megamall. Target is 
April 5, 2008. 

Although angel paintings by Mion from 
Italy adorn the walls of his living room, 
Louie is most proud ofa clown piece paint- 
ed and given by comic Joey de Leon. 

His own paintings are in the work area 
— displayed alongside colorful masks and 
wooden sculptures from Paete, exquisite 
antique pieces from the Jo-Liza shop and 
wind chimes given by friends. 

“I plan to retire here,” he quips. "I love 
the idea of living close to nature.” 

The 1,500 square meter-property is teem- 
ing with fruit trees. “I have seven lanzones 
and five rambutan trees. I also have coconut, 
avocado, guyabano and langka. We get all 
our fruits and vegetables from this garden.” 

Wait, there's more about this piece of 
paradise on earth: “You should see it at 
night; the river is lit up by fireflies.” 


DIREK surprised mom Fe with the rest 
house on her birthday three years ago. 


COLORFUL fabric lamps from Boracay are all over the 1,500 square meter-property. 
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ROCKING £hairsare from a GMA 7 executive, 


A sen il ny. 


qs 


IN THE living room are banig cushions = 


and a mahogany bench from Quezon. 


indi 


NARRA swing is 
from Quezon 
province, 


Bu 


poster bed, from a Manila shop. 
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MANILYN Reynes RODELAOTON, 


A ‘happy’ 
25 years | 


He takes out his 
Sony Ericsson Pi 
and starts 
sketching. 


4 


By Gerry Plaza 
Inquirer.net r E And enters 
ITH A FICKLE-MINDED P perd 
audience and an industry |; 4 vis Business 1 
constantly in search of |} YE j Card Scanner. 1 
fresh faces, your ordinary’80s stars | j i 
would have either settled abroad, |; 1 
chosen another profession, left the |: | 
limelight for the sake of marriage P 1 
or family, or merely languished in } H 
obscurity. i i 
Not Manilyn Reynes. q He uses püsh 1 
‘Twenty-five years after the child singingsen- fs email.to send | 
ation was plucked out of Cebu and prospered 
ina career that spanned television, moviesand |. prospective clients i 
music, Maniynlooksback—a"happy'sar — |. i 
Credit largely goes to her 14-year mariage |} 1 
anavo | i 
Ravelos: No || ZH Ho aita back | 
N g N d t and sui e 
exclusive deal | | : temet with WE 
. 1 lark receives yet 
with GMA 7 | : X fice et 
By Marinel R. Cruz 4 


REGINA RAVELO-MARASIGAN, daugh- 
ter of the late comics writer and publisher 
Mars Ravelo, has denied that her family 
has an exclusive deal with GMA 7 for 
adaptations of her father's works. 

Marasigan made the statement after 
Ravelo's “Lastikman” series debuted on 
rival network ABS-CBN Monday night. 
She said she heard that GMA 7 bosses 
had been "surprised." 

"GMA 7 doesnot have enough starsin | 
their stable,” Marasigan told Inaumer 
during the “Lastikman” press launch at | |} 
Teatrino in Greenhills, “Baka mabitin | | 
lang ang project.” i 

The TV adaptations of “Dama” and | N 
“Captain Barbell,” both Ravelo creations, | | 
were top-rating Kapuso shows, Angel 
Locsin played Dama; Richard Gutierrez, | |. 1 
Captain Barbell. 1 , "YE : mrs 3 

"Apart from that, we have no problem. card scanner $ Qwerty STE WIEN S Pur ema 
with GMA 7," said Marasigan, adding that sadi ees Rati 
their next Kapuso project was the serial- 
ization of Ravelo's “Dyesebel” next year. 

ABS-CBN vice president for Entertain- 
ment Deo Endrinal said he thought only 
of Vhong Navarro as Lastikman when the 
network bought the serialization rights 
two years ago. "The great Mars Ravelo 
‘would be pleased,” Endrinal said. 

Pre-production was pushed to August 
2006 because Vhong had to finish movie 
commitments with Star Cinema, movie 
arm of ABS-CBN. Actual shoot began on- 
ly last March, Endrinal disclosed. 

RAVELOS/ ka 


raugenfougyauirer- T aa Aa 


| R a m ENTER ^ N MENT FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2007 
^ 


Battle of the rappers Mec E his Ey wi > Lees inertio SR Gu edid us sald ne than 50 Cont zeal em Cur 

L-KANYE release, "Curtis," which got the number careerifhelosttheraceforthetopspot. tis Jackson, in the United States. 

NECHEER? Connie bitish leg of thei much-hyped (WO spot, the Official UK Charts Compa- Figures due to be released later on Sun Reuter 
FACTOR “battle of the rappers” after his new album ny said on Sunday. The showdown at- day are expected to show that West also 


5 tracted huge media attention around 
de “ " went straight to number 
pou Graduation" wen! g! the world after 50 Cent suggested in an 


ENT S ELE: KATIE AND ANDERSON ARE GETTING MARRIED... 
THEY JUST MET A FEW MINUTES AGO 
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CINEMA Your life ea aute ELE mere 


SAREA MOVIE writarovenost | mici MOVI STARS - mG SHOWS 


SPORTST:ME 


Watch our country's very own 
Manny Pacquiao collide with 
Marco Antonio Barrera in a 

12-round super featherweight fight 

on the big screen 
October 7 (Sunday) 
0 ant: 
All SM Cinemas nationwide 


LIVEVIA SATELLITE 
NO COMMERCIAL BREAKS 


Mandalay Bay Resort and Casino, Las Vegas, Nevada 


BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW! 


P 500 (Reserved Seats) 
P 400 (Guaranteed Seats) 


Pree sduaments ar saat san may vary pa trc 
Can or vaa yor verte SM Ceara Ora tr mere IO 
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METRO MANILA 
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t SHOOT EM’ UP SM CITY BiCUTAM 776-3055 | 
d 7 an 
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-rue 7 RESIDENT EVIL MORUE ANAE 
PODIUM SIVE FALLEN FOR You 5NO RESERVATION 
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Ve FALLEN FOR VOU [NERVES cu MENS 
RESIDENT EVIL smenvsaniazano 7862488 PVE Parle FOR YOU eM ae uia mý RIDE 
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ETHE HOST SSANWATÉH SMeHYBAbUID (070615723839 

FI KNOW WHO KILLED ME gm mapana NANCY DREW 4 = 

&SHOOT EM’ UP VPAMPANGR  49UH' GIVE FALLEN FOR YOU I NOW PRONOUNCE YOU CHUCK & LARRY NO RESERVATION 
R : 

smermvcunmk (045)625-se4a-45 FO KINWALKERS BLIND DATING Ia voa 


[ROGUE ASSASSIN ITHE BRAVE ONE an mow paonon» vou cino ane -anme 


THE BRAVE ONE RO IN SIR surneuminmgOLND (winken REOENTEN-EICHON -THE BRAVE ONE INOW WHO KILEO ME 
Fr wow ruonnunta «ou ccu ano ugs C UNDERDOG T'VE FALLEN FOR YOU x 


Be en au pum 
*RUSH HOUR 3 = = i 

SVE FALLEN FOR You Y= FALLEN FOR You ŠNO RESERVATION Dos) INEFALENFORYOU ROUGE ASSASSIN NO RESERVATION 
WAREZ smemvuen (043) 784.0187 ‘ROGUE ASSASSIN etie 2 

SmesTy manino (044023201347 LDISTURBIA smemvsm nosa ns 

1 UNDERDOG IDAYWATCH ETHE LAST LEGION/NANCY DREW E^ pe 
1NANCY DREW $PVE FALLEN FOR YOU — 21 NOW PRONOUNCE vou CHUCK AND LARRY {MALL CINEMAS Em gre spas 
irVE FALLEN FOR you {I KNOW WHO KILLED wEHT'VE FALLEN FOR YOU 
Mee aciei tie «ROGUE ASSASSIN pee ce SEXE TET 


SM erry Daun (082)2976998. wisavas SIA CITY cesu (032)231-3876 Tex 20 
wi 
ÉROGUE ASSASSIN PM #THE BRAVE ONE 


smenvnono (033)9209422 $ id 
SAD Dos fUnDeRDos UU jRESIDENT EVIL 


ir'VE FALEN FOR YOU IRESERVED ¿ROGUE ASSASSIN 
SUP! PIONSHIP 
{DISTURBIA JSKINWALKERS STVE FALLEN FOR YOU UPER FEATHERWEIGHT CHAMI 


$THE LAST LEGION ¿I'VE FALLEN FOR YOU ETHE HOST WA B raga EB X RB 

"EROGO SEQ STHE BRAVE ONE XL'VE FALLEN FOR YOU FAG E wi 
EROGUE ASSASSIN #THE LAST LEGION x ysg n He 

SMOTYCAGAZM (0580592884 RESERVED Smonvaacorop (034706 1010 TA m AR BR 

ÉTHE LAST LEGION THE LAST LEGION EI'VE FALLEN FOR YOU kd 

ÍrvE FALLEN FOR YOU ROGUE ASSASSIN LIVE VIA SATELLITE 

joss 117 NANCY DREW 

een ee 0CT7SUN | SAN | 

ADM CCS 
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BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW! 
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By Pocholo Concepcion 


FOUR HUNDRED BUDDING MUSI- 
cians turned up at the activity cen- 
ter of Trinoma Mall in Quezon City 
recently to audition for 
"Musikhero" ("music hero"), a 
three-day workshop which starts on 
Monday in Baguio City. 

Some of the country top guitarists, 
bassists and drummers are serving as 
mentors at the music camp. They in- 
clude former band mates Jun Lopito 
and Chickoy Pura of the Jerks; The 
Dawn's Francis Reyes, Buddy Zabala 
and JB Leonor; Rivermaya's Mike El- 
gar, Japs Sergio and Mark Escueta: 
Bamboo's Ira Cruz and Vic Mercado; 
Freestyles Rommel de la Cruz; Razor- 
backs Louie Talan; and Side As Ernie 
Severino. 


a 
NTERTAINMENT 


Only 75 of ST ho uu 


will be picked. By the end of the work- 
shop; the most promising four wil 
comprise a group to represent the 
Philippines at the London Internation 
al Music Festival in April 2008. They 
also become official endorsers of in- 
strument brands carried by JB Music, 
‘which organized "Musikhero." 


Lucky kids 

At the auditions, most of the men- 
tors noted that today's kids were lucky 
because they had access to the Inter 
net, which offers a lot of instructional 
videos from the world's top musicians. 

Louie Talan, bassist of Razorback, 
Pinikpikan and Spy and also a record 
producer and engineer at his own 
Wombworks Studio, remembers leam- 
ing to play the guitar by reading Jingle 


A ‘happy’ 25 years "77e" 


to former actor Aljon Jimenez, with 
whom she has two sons, Kyle and Kirk. 

“Kung ano ang nasa loob mo, nag-re- 
reflect Yon on how you deal with peo- 
ple... how you weigh things. Since Tam 
happy in my marriage, ang pakikitun- 
go ko sa mga tao and the way I handle 
things, maganda.” Manilyn told the Iv- 
ourer on Wednesday. 

During the interview, Manilyn sat 
beside her husband. Aljon recounted: 
“Nu'ng kinasal kami, sa peak siya ng ca- 


reer niya. Nagkaroon kami ng anak so 
nawala siya sa limelight, nag-focus siya 
sa family Thats one thing good about 
her She set priorities.” 

To celebrare her 25th year in the biz, 
Manilyn will take the concert stage in 
"Manilyn Live@25” on Oct. 27 at the 
Aliw Theater. The show will feature 
her former male co-stars Janno Gibbs, 
Ogie Alcasid and Keempee de Leon. 

The show is also her reunion of sorts 
with. Al Quinn, director of "Manilyn 


, Ravelos: No exclusive deal... 


mentors 


Chordbook magazine. Then he honed 
his skills by jamming with friends. 

Francis Reyes, lead guitarist of The 
Dawn and deejay at NU 107, was also 
selftaught and researched a lot from 
the school library in La Salle. “Tve 
leamed that the measure of a guitarist 
is his sense of rhythm," he shared. “I 
noticed that kids today, nagmamadal- 
ing mag-adiib. But the guitar solo is 
Just icing [on the cake]." 

For Jerico Salonga Fernando, whose 
parents established the JB Music chain 
30 years ago, the whole shebang is a 
worthwhile investment. He said hed 
like the kids to be proponents of OPM, 
if not the next generation uf profes- 
sionals who'll get to travel the world as 
musicians. "For now,” Fernando said, “I 
want them to experience how it feels 
to play with rock stars.” 


Live!" on TV in the early ‘90s. Also in- 
volved in the project is Tats Faustino, 
musical director for most'of Manilyn's 
previous concens and TV shows. Aljon 
is co-producing the concert. 

She is currently a regular on GMA- 
7s top-rating soap “Marimar: 

She has a few more wishes as an ac- 
tress: serious roles, for one. "People still 
think of me as the kid from Cebu na 
nag-artista. Gusto kong mag-graduate 
nasa mga pa-cute na roles." 


AT THE CINEMAS 


Reserve your chats hy lenting SURESEATS G3 or SURESEATS GA ta 2319 (ia) ar 211 (Smart) ar log as t ve sueseats com ar wab osram. 


Hove schule may change witan or 


2 INOW Ponounce you 
‘CHUCK & LARRY 


lice Fo verizon, please call 729-7777 


E 


T] 


RESIDENT EVIL: 


Sloreta - 752 7272 
[| Greesbet-757 43531054 _ Ayala Cenle Ce 


‘Vhong is the fourth actor to play Lastikman. 
Von Sema wore the black-and-green costume 
in 1958, Vic Sotto in 2003, and Mark Bautista 
in 2004. 

Ravelo is also the creator of drama narra- 
tives “Roberta,” “Trudis Liit,” “Maruja” and 
“Basahang Ginto.” 


From page KI 


He also created "Bondying" and "Facifica 
Falayfay" and wrote "Wanted Perfect Mother.” 
“Lastikman” co-stars Dawn Zulucta, Cherie 
Gil, tya Villania, Tonton Gutierrez, Archie Ale- 
mania, Jairus Aquino and Jayson Abalos, 
among others. The series is directed by Chito 
Roño, Jerome Pobocan and Tots Mariscal. 


“A PLEASURE” 


“Catherine Zeta-Jones 
and Aaron Eckhart 


ABSOLUTELY SIZZLE 


with screen chemistry!” 
“Irresistible and charming. 


The PERFEGT DATE 


movie.” 
"The most 


DELIGHTFUL 


movie of the year!” 


/ 


Catherine Zeta-Jones 


No Reservations 


Life isn't always made to order. 


Aaron Eckhart 


AT THE MALLS 


CONCIERGE. NUMBERS: 
abang Town 12 2782: 772 1860 
231 5342 loc. 324 


BPI Appliance Madness 
‘September 26 to October 16 at Glorietta Activity Center 


Marketi Markel! - 8867519 
TriNoma - 901 3000 


EXTINCTION. 


NO RESERVATIONS 


5 tHe srave one |S 
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NO 
RESERVATIONS 


2 RESIDENT EVIL: EXTINCTION 


RESIDENT EVIL: EXTINCTION 


JOSHUA 


September 26, 2007 at Ihe Greenbelt 2 Al Fresco 


Jazz Nights 
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Town Cheers Competition 
September 22 & 23, 2007 at the Activity Center 


JOSHUA 


3 


ROGUE ASSASIN 


PVE FALLEN 


I'VE FALLEN FOR YOU 


j 1 RESIDENTEVIL: |Z rve FALLEN 
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RESIDENT EVIL: 
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ROGUE ASSASIN 
& LARRY 


NO RESERVATIONS 


TNOW PONOUNCE YOU 
CHUCK & LARI 


Elliot Yamin of American Idol Live! 
‘September 26; 


'6 pm; OnStage (Cinema 1) 


ROGUE ASSASIN 


"E 


DAYWATCH 


1NOW PONOUNCE. 


CHUCK & LARRY 
NO RESERVATIONS 
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NO RESERVATIONS 
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THE BRAVE ONE 


iscchörror tale 


RESIDENT EVIL: 
EXTINCTION 


xit Hitchcocken fuir 


E c ue 


Not all children are moat 
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Toyota Showcase 
September 28 to 30, 2007; at the Activity Center 


Mother: are Exnibit 
Septeinber 16 to 30; 10 am to 9 pm: 
Restoration Area, Level 3 
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Acivy Center 
September 22 
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Adiviy Center 
September 23 
&0pm. 


Alabang Town Center 
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MOVIES / SCHEDULES / PRICES SUBJECT. 
TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


DIRECTOR David 
Cronenberg jokes 
that Viggo 
Mortensen, R, and 
Vincent Cassel are 
the "hot couple" in 
Eastern Promises,” 
adrama thriller 
about the Russian 
mob in London. 
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.................. 
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OCTOBER 7, 2007 - 8:00AM 
Umi YOUR TICKETS NOW! 


$24,168,865 


HIGHEST 3-DAY WEEKEND GROSS (Sept. 21-23) 
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We have seen 
the APOCALYPSE 


Now we face 
EXTINCTION. 


MILLA JOVOVICH 
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Viggo shows everything 
in this nude fight scene 


LOS ANGELES—DAVID CRONENBERG'S 
"Eastern Promises" is earning critical raves 
but what's stirring buzz about the film is 
Viggo Mortensen's nude fight scene which 
lass for at least four minutes. 

In a London Turkish bath, the completely 
naked actor—Aragom in "The Lord of the 
Rings'—lets it all hang loose, so to speak, as he 
fights two fully-clothed assassins. Like the rest 
of the film, the scene is breathtakingly realis- 
tic. Viggo and David, reunited after their tri- 
umphant team-up in “A History of Violence," 
are successful again in this drama-thriller 
about the Russian mob in the UK capital. 

Viggo plays Nikolai, a driver for this mafia 
family headed by Semyon (Armin Mueller- 
Star) who masks his criminal activities by act- 
ing as the genial owner of a restaurant. Semy- 
on's gay son, Kirill (Vincent Cassel), is the 
mob clan's enforcer who hides his sexuality in 
this tough environment but is attracted to 
Nikolai. Naomi Watts plays a midwife whose 
involvement with a teenage prostitute who 
dies while giving birth to a baby leads her to 
cross paths with Nikolai and the crime family. 

Viggo, David and Naomi talked to us in 
Toronto about the film, which won the Audi- 
ence Award as the top movie in the recent film 
festival in Ontario's capital. 

David, the silver-haired creator of graphi- 
cally violent but superb films, explained how 
Viggo's nude scene against knife-wielding at- 
tackers in a steam bath came about. “It was a 
very simple conversation,” said the filmmaker 
"We were working out the fight choreography. 
Viggo said, Tes obvious that am going to have 
to do this naked.’ I said, ‘Great,’ and that was 
it... because if he had the rowel wrapped 
around him for the whole fight, that would be 
silly and not realistic.” 


Grueling work 

David added, “if had to worry about show- 
ing or not showing things, that would restrict 
the way we could flow the scene. | wanted it to. 
be very grueling, hard work and physical. I 
wanted it to be very realistic in terms of the 
physiology. 

Another provocative scene shows Viggo's 
Nikolai having sex (with an actress playing 
one of the women forced by the mob into 
prostitution) in a brothel while Vince's Kirill 
watches intently. David quipped, “We were 
joking all the time. We said Vincent and Viggo 
are the hot couple in this movie, really (laugh- 
ter)” 

The director explained, “We all understood 
the undertones. We knew that Kirill (Vincent) 
isin love with Nikolai (Viggo) and that he can’t 
admit that he's gay because in that environ- 
ment, that's like a death sentence. But Viggo's 
character knows this so he flirts with him and 
manipulates him. There was that kind of hu- 
mor going on all the rime.” 

Naomi, for her part, told us: "Viggo and Vin- 
cent are such powerful actors. They were so 
connected to their characters. In their scenes 
together, they had great chemistry” She joked, 
“Tm glad they fell in love on the set (laugh- 
ter)” 

Viggo, who is as laid-back and soft-spoken 
as his director, said his decision to slug it out 
au naturel and do other challenging scenes in 
"Eastern Promises” was all based on trust. 


Akward and vulnerable 

“Trust is the most important thing,” he said. 
“Without trust, you can't relax and you don't 
feel secure about exploring as an actor. I knew 
that bathhouse scene would be a litde more 
difficult to do than other scenes and that it 
would be physically painful (laughter) but I 
am very happy to be in David's hands." 

If violence does not permeate Viggo's recent 
films, it would not be a topic at all to discuss 
with him. A quiet, calm man, Viggo has pub- 
lished books and CDs of his poems and photos 
on Perceval Press, which he founded. He 
paints and enjoys poetry readings. 

At one point in our press con, he said, “Im 
interested in collecting as much experience as 
I can because I don't know what happens af- 
terward” 


Animal lover 


After the interview, he gave away copies ofa 


ONLY IN 
Hollywood 


Ruben V. Nepales 


CD titled "Time Waits for Everyone," with his 
name underneath. Back home, we played the 
CD, expecting to hear Viggo reciting his po- 
ems. But surprise, surprise, it’s him playing his 
compositions in a classical vein on a grand pi- 
ano. 

A lover of animals, especially horses, Viggo 
is given to talking about topics like crows. He 
is also fond of them. He ties their presence to 
good or bad luck, depending on how many 
they are or how they come to him. He narrat- 
ed how the wins of San Lorenzo, his favorite 
football team in Argentina (where he grew 
up), coincided with the appearance of wound- 
ed crows in front of his LA home. And of how 
he gently picked up these birds and brought 
them to the vet. 


"Demon researcher" 

Described as "demon researcher" by David 
for his intense preparation for a role, Viggo 
met some ex-Russian criminals and read 
books, including one on symbolic tattoos, to 
portray Nikolai. This book, "Russian Criminal 
Tattoo,” came in handy for a scene in which 
Viggo is inducted into the criminal brother- 
hood and tattooed (is another scene not 
meant for the faint of heart) 

As a result of his research, this man who is 
fuent in at least four languages learned to 
speak his lines not just in a broad Russian ac- 
cent but one that is very specific to the region 
where his character supposedly comes from. "I 
didn't have to go to Russia [to do research on 
my character],” he said but he did fly to 
Moscow and went to remote places. 

Asked how women influence his life, Viggo, 
who tums 49 next month, laughed and de- 
cared, "Tm my mother's son which should say 
enough, I guess.” He is divorced from Exene 
Cervenka, founder of the punk band X, with 
whom he has a son, Henry, who is now a 
teenager. 


Different high 


‘As to what he looks for in a woman (ladies, 
we finally get to the most important topic), the 
man considered as “the thinking woman's sex 
symbol" said, "Somebody who's straightfor- 
ward with me. And I like to hear what they 
have to say I don't think you ever really get to 
know anyone completely. So there's always 
going to be a leap of faith in any relationship, 
whether its family or an intimate relationship. 
Thats where trust comes in. You just have to 
assume that what you don't know isn't going 
to hurt you (laughter). And that you respect 
the person enough to allow them to have their 
mystery and they respect you enough to keep. 
yours.” 

On the different high he gets from movies 
and poetry readings, Viggo explained, "In the 
case of movies... you really don't know what 
the reaction of the people will be. It has anoth- 
er life. With a poem that you wrote and read 
publicly there's something that happens in the 
air between you and the people, just as there is 
something between the screen and the audi- 
ence that provokes questions that you dont 
expect. The movie is done but with poems, I've 
often changed them — shortened them, based 
on the feeling I had while reading them." 

Will we ever see him in a comedy someday? 
With a smile, he replied, "There's a lot of mon- 
ey involved in making a movie. With the parts 
that they normally give to Will Ferrell, I don't 
think they go, ‘Well, if we can't get Will, we 
have to call Viggo (laughter). It would be fun 
to ry sometime, I guess.” 

With the interview done, he got something 
from his bag. It was the banner flag of his 
beloved San Lorenzo team. He draped himself 
with the flag as he posed for pictures. 


E-mail the columnist at rinepales 5585@ya- 
hoo.com and read his blog, “The Nepales Re- 
port,” on www.inquirerbloggers.nét/nepalesre- 
Port. 
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Regufaments and Bits 


Opening ot Bids 


CAMARINES SUR III ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
(CASURECO HI) 
San Isidro, Iriga City 
Fax No. (054) 259-2382. 


INVITATION TO BID 


The Camarines Sur Ill Electric Cooperative, Inc. (CASURECO III) per 
requisite of Coop policies on Pre-Quallications, and Bids and Awards 
invites all interested Bidders/Suppliers to apply for pre-quallfication/ 
eligibility and to bid for the Supply of: 


A. 2,000 units of KWH METER (VAT inclusive) 
CLs 2.0. 2W. 240 Volts, TA: 10(30) Electromechanical 
B. ELECTRICAL MATERIALS: 
1) Duplex wire # 6 10,000 mirs. 
2) Duplex Wire # 2 2,000 mirs. 
3) TW Wire 2 8 8 rolls 
C. Plastic Seal (Security seal) 10.000 pos. 
10,000 pcs. 


D. Plastic box 
E. Wood Screw 1/2x8 10 gross (box) 


Submission of Pre-Qualification Requirements shall not be later than 
5:00 PM on October 11, 2007 and no documents shall be accepted 
"hereafter. Only those who wil be qualified wil be allowed to participate 
in Ihe bidding. 
BIDDING will be conducted at 1:00 pm on October 12, 2007. Pro-bid 
Conference wil be on October 11, 2007 @ 1:00 pm coop function room. 
Sealed bid in duplicate copies should be submitted to the BIDS and 
AWARDS COMMITTEE on or before 1:00 PM of October 12, 2007. Five 
(5%) percent Bidders bond is required as a matter of policy, non- 
refundable bidding fee of P3,000.00. 
CASURECO Ill reserves the right to reject any or all bids, waive any defect 
or informality therein, or accept any bid or offer which li may consider to 
be advantageous and benelicial 10 CASURECO ll 
(Sgd.) JOCELYN A. ORCINE 

BAC Chairman 
Noted by. 
(Sad) ENGR. PEDRO M. PRESTADO, JR. 

General Manager 
POI September 248 28,2007) 


P245 per column centimeter 


O N X d M 
for reservations / cancellations / corrections. 

Mondays to Saturdays 

12:00 noon 


Day before publication. 


SECTION 1. INVITATION TO APPLY 
FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID (IAETB) 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES. 
PHILIPPINE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION CENTER (PICC) 


SUPPLY OF EQUIPMENT, LABOR, AND MATERIALS FOR: 
LOT A- REHABILITATION OF AHU S-318, UPGRADING OF SUPPLY 
"AND RETURN DUCT AIR FLOW OF AHUS-31A and B; 
and LOT B.- REPLACEMENT OF AHU S-27 SERVING MEETING 
ROOMS2AND3 


‘The PHILIPPINE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION CENTER (PICO) 
through its Approved Budget for CY 2007 intend to apply the sums of: a) 
ONE MILLION SEVENTY-FIVE THOUSAND PESOS (P1,075,000.00): and 
b) ONE MILLION SIX HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND PESOS 
(P1,650,000.00), VAT inclusive, being the Approved Budgets for the 
Contract (ABC) to payments for the above-mentioned procurement, Bids 
in excess ol the ABC shall be automaticaly rejected at Bid opening, 


Bidding will be conducted through open competitive bidding 

rogedures using non-lacrellonary pesa eer a5 speed nthe 
Impiementing Rules and Regulations Part A URASA) o Republic Ac No. 
Siba, citer known as the Government Procurement Relom Aci. Only 
bias irom Bidders who pass Ine ebay check wl be opened. The bidder 
with the lowest calouated Did (LCS) shal advance to Ih post qualticatom 
Stage inorder o finaly determine responsiveness to the technical and 
financial requirements 0! the project. The contract shal! Non be awarded 
to the Lowest Calculated and Responsive Bidder (LORB) who was 
determined as such during ine post-qvaileation procedure: 


Prospective bidders are required to download the Invitation to Apply 
{or Elgibity and to Bid from Phi GEPS websile. The BAC wili issue hard 
‘copies of the bid documents upon payment of a non-refundable fee in 
the amount of TWO THOUSAND PESOS (P2,000.00). The method of 
payment will be in cash. The bidding documents shall be received 
Personally by the respective bidder or his authorized representative. 


Interested bidders may obtain further information from the BAC 
Secretariat of the PICC and inspect the bidding documents at the address 
given below anytime during office hours from October 1 to 10, 2007. 


‘The PICC-BAC will hold a Pre-Bid Conference open to all interested 
parties on October 11, 2007 al 11:00 am. at the Cafeteria area, 2nd 
floor, Secretariat Building, PICC, CGP Complex, Pasay City. 


Bids and eligibility requirements must be delivered to the address 
below at or belore 10:00 a.m., October 23, 2007. All Bids mus! be 
accompanied by a Bid Security in the form of (cash/Manager’s/Cashiers 
check) in the amount equivalent to one percent (1%) of the ABC or il 
Surely bond, in Ihe amount equivalent to 2.5% ol the ABC. In case of 
partial bids, bid security shall be as follows: 

ForLot A: 

P10,750.00 If paid in cash, Manager's or Cashier's check; or 

P26.875.00 il posted by way ol a surely bond issued by GSIS or any of 

the PIGG accredited insurance companies, callable upon demand; 
ForLotB: 

P16,500.00 if paid in cash, manager's/Cashier's check: or P41,250.00 

it posted by way of a surely bond issued by GSIS or any of tha PICC 

accredited insurance companies, callable upon demand. 

Bid opening shall be on October 23, 2007, at 10:00 a.m., at the 
Caleleria area, PICC, CCP Complex, Pasay City. Bids will be opened in 
the presence of Ihe bidders’ representatives who choose to attend. 

BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE (BAC) 
PHILIPPINE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION CENTER 
(02) 551-8230 or 551-7920 loc. 7855 


(Sgd.) VICTORIA C. BERCILES 


(POI-Sepl 282007) BAC Chairperson. 
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ER Aranas core Ak Dion Qus Ciy (POL September 28, 200) 


For your 


Classified 
Ads 


requirements: 


IT Specialists 


The USAID-funded MCA-PTP Technical 
Assistance Project, has an urgent need for six 
(6) Production Support Assistants to assist in 
the Nationwide Rollout of Computerized 
Systems Project implemented by the BIR. The 
‘successful candidates will be needed for an 
initial period of at least six months. The 
Production Support Assistants (PSA) should 


HEAD OFFICE 
have the following qualifications: 


897-8808 oc. 514,616; 
899-4425; 809-4427; 
897-8425 Telefax) 


CUBAO 
912900810 11 
(Aurora) 


MAKATI 
892-5578: 811-4361; 
811-4370 


KALAW 
528-0213;527-3342 


a) extensive experience with Oracle 
version 7.3 up and Oracle ReportWiiter: | | 

b) strong computer operations background; 

6) skilled in the use of SQL + and SQL 
Forms; 

4) functional knowledge of the tax 
business area is desired, but not 
essential 


‘The PSA shall perform the following functions: 


* assist the BIR's Project Team in 
implementing the Integrated Tax System 
(ITS) Rollouts; 
assist the BIR Data Center in maintaining 
the existing ITS applications and in 
responding to requests for assistance 
from the ITS users of newly-connected 
sites; 
do the necessary program fixes in 
response to help desk calls; 

‘submit periodic reports to BIR and the 
MCA-PTP TAP. 


Interested applicants should submit their most 
recent CV to Mr. Jene Allwalas, Component 
Manager RATE, Millennium Challenge Account 
- Philippines Threshold Program Technical 
Assistance Project al mpastranaGmsl- 
mea.com or at Room 2302, 23FI 
Sedeno,corner Valero Sts. Salcedo Village, 
Makati City 1227 Tel. Nos. 887-7412; 887-7467 
to 68. 


MEGAMALL 
635-0219;635-0220 


07 URVAN 


ESCAPADE 
10 HOURS 
P1,800 
WITH DRIVER 
1818716/1964377 
09213497170 


Read Job Market 
every Sunday. 


FOR RENT PAIN BUYSELL 


WAREHOUSE | |e EEN 
eai punc as 


145 Kalantaw St 
cor J.P. Rizal cor. 20h 
SHISS WATCHES 
OLD 8 DIAMOND SPECULI 


va, Guo, GG 
Lac sim 
sec ndo aas 
ou 869-7956 


FA 1800 sq m. 

Pls. call Amy or Philip 

Tel. No. 9839551 to 56 
CP#0917-8272641 
CP#0917-8115555 


KBUYZSELISFPAWNI 
ROLEX 


Bother SWISS SWATCHES; 


= 9007 


CASH/TERMS. ! 
3 STUDENT 
CONDE 
531-4121*534-9921*531-1384*534-8350 


(0920)950-4626*(0915)317-5553*(0920)911-0002 | 
Www guevent.com * hbi@guevent.com 


BUYING | 


109178884040 
7269687 


ent ot cm 


National Food Authority 

Home Guaranty Corp. 

National Development Company .. 
DOLE-NCR . 

DOLE Region IV. 


Looking For Unit & House 
For Rent 
Unit @ Pacific Plaza Tower 
“The Fort” Makati 
(Budget is 180k fully furnish) 
House @ Dasma. Vill. 
(Loc. Makati/Budget 200k) 


Please contact: 
09157715800 / 09273172331 


Inquire at 
897-8808 loc 514. 


Get more exposure for your all, 


Advertise in Joh Market Libre 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


This is to inform the public that C/O 
RONALD A. DABLEO is no longer 
connected with SENATOR 
CREWING (MANILA), INC. 
effective Oct. 31, 2006. Any 
transactions entered into after the 
said date will not be honored by 
Senator Crewing (Manila), Inc. 


Notice of Loss 


Notice is hereby given of the loss of 
Pancake House, Inc. Stock Certificate No. 
370 covering 1,000,000 shares in the 
name of Lourdes Beatrice L. Benitez. 

Should no one contest on or before Sept. 
28, 2007, a new stock certificate will be 
issued to replace the lost certificate. 


WARENOUSE 
FOR LEASE 


Area 1,257.50 square melers 
(A - 628.75; B - 628.75) 


2nd Street corner Tacoma 
Port Area, Manila 


FEATURES: 

Flood free, 35 feet high cemented floor 
24-hour security, no center posts 

With front and back doors (A & B) 
Parking available, no truck ban 
Perimeter fence and lights 

Berthing space available 

Between MICT and South Harbor 


PLEASE CALL CYNTHIA DURING 


OFFICE HOURS AT TEL. NOS. 
527-2683; 301-1197 


Location : 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
COMMISSION ON AUDIT 


Commonwealth Avenue, Quezon City 


FINANCIAL REPORTS OF 77 PROVINCES AND 115 CITIES 
Fiscal Year 2006 


(in thousand pesos) 


PROVINCES 


Balance Sheet Sisismasterincoma and Expenses 
Rank Rank 


Balance She ement of Income and Expo 
Rank 

Local Government Uals Tous | Tomi | Tota Te Net income] Local Government Units Total | Total Total Total Netincomo) 

Vabites | Equi | Income (Wot Lo Assets | Ladies | T9399 Income Expenses. (Wet Loss) 


CRIS LATS —ERIS| See EE Guns mamo — WS zo] ua pg 30 
10839 gagas 7 832252)” S7058 38305 "olo LOO — 454418 1726980 | 1050357 936.128, 123229 
2800348 46510 24209) 504.065 73807 Negros Occkdoniat Amos? 950916 2380.121 | 1,478,822 aan aan 
eassa ashan am] exa 110057 30 
Pangasinan 4735281 34261438080) 1,302,800 314,704 Region T MOM8 18954 i2044504 | 2804. 2100208 m 
Cebu 11.004804 1.006008 10807698 | 152000 4.340.126 279205 
Cordiler Administrative Negros Oriental 249828 19428 103957 805054 67.081 197973 
Region 2200745 wenza _1s31907| 2079858 ara anon Shor ‘511269 Hm acne! 170,122 135601, p 
p waso 124.02 ” 20908)” 400706 405200 
po an aises zmas 200557 276,790 7 Regions ae _ 105.223 2806000 | aptat 2408 630 suan 
Bongust p 406,74] 410.007 E , Buran amona  Snns ^ xemo|y 217.351 162552 si 
gao amaes a ast | 301.089 247,005 Eeslom Samar 208008 aasi 1490) 453050 285587 5483 
Kalinga Mm rum 272705) sarosa E i Loja ABIT arms 1298205 982500 p 142308 
ML Provinco am EE 210828 T Norhon Samar Sasa ro aeaaea) 487.759 407.209 0544 


Sarar wa 0m 200258) 11.701 E 120517 
Regiona aissi samaa span | 281807 2090488 ‘Southam Ley samso sarraa zoomt 388435 219,134 79301 
p asrori ^ 0087 7 162705) 159047 144,818 
Cagayan 1471.50 moomo 1120000) 828.800 musst Regno ammar 110924 9604 44687973 278420 
ps zoot 688305 146080) 109428 [3 Zambcengs Del Note 185139 ^ 635008 1: 944.967 ran pr 
Nona Vizcaya Was 117687 TOSSID| Ama 378.265 Zamboanga Dol Sur "1»70 snars S308 | 550088 dmsn 4 2 nus 
Curino amoo 19200 148.640] 311,101 305,020 Zamboanga Stbugay ago 164.1268 ameo] 459475 Sa "ia 


Region 4igULMT 3410975 _ 182,172 sarta sman 192244 12 | Region 10 Sots 1409,06 2413725 
Aurora amsu ^ Temp Gems| 204754 268.567 * aer But 208042 sramno 1476301 8 1 doni 
Bataan 1020 meza 142619) Bosz 700435 oa Camiguin 200822 mm mal rss 130,508 
Buscan anoano ass 270587 | 1797.803 130223 368,179 Lanao del Norte 1701406 saem 4318608| 472528 soa areor 
Nueva Esla 23904 110450 120575] 988571 wooss 20518 Msami Occidental msa senas 594587 ES 
Pampanga 100094428518 250.008 723790 136078 Misamis Oriental 4.202.188 174705 1,007404 maz aa [rn 
Tete 260714 amaes 738576 613.281 120205 
n Zamboles Mi soras sous] 472027 349.991 122000 Region 11 asan maes 200525) 2219352 aan E 
Compostela Valoy oso 215222 siz) 547.902 dua Taars 
Regions $9730,503 asses 200055 147995 1,300302. Davao del Note tom 220201 784867) soost Er 
[m 24037 G7 | 1.875670| 1.344679 1.321.720 222951 Davao del Sur wor 205920 Mas) 572.881 r p 
ovo pru EE 4.65301 225570 9 Davao Oriant 4000) — 104255 — 3GD2| 508407 pr 
Laguna mamo 667010 2645330) 1307.035 109057 248778 
Marque 200308 esata 216884 | 260500 aman 493303 Ragion 12 421776 ipsum 3,463,167 220087 E 
 Occdonial Mindoro eua imos Tiaser| amen 421.800 eure Nort Cotabato iaoa 299508 001243) 854000 291 woxs 
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Palawan 976605 amars 989920) 914658 sonses mn po 975267 204381 770888) seser wa 190854 
Quam 2xesm sas 177107 p p Sutan Kudarat 1363808 — 30125 801973) Saar [7] 
Rus dual MAD 2800510 759088 po 
X Ronin 40802 — 28489 201.572 230217 84372 Region tà 200000 600165 qid | 1.714011 man 
‘Agusan dl Sur 4010850 710097 7 700753, 72541 r 1 wan 
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Camarines Noto pou E 
Camarines Sur 1502 515987 1.000875 | 863,173 719.058 Autonomous Region in 
Catanuones 363500 wor 2080821] 300092 272.013 © Muslim Minds zus soras seors) 2463707 zusass 405922 
Maris wor main SUO 404.995 433,198, È Bastan Taos zam sasn) a2 EO 63 5 "2nd 
"Sorsogon saose 201400 asaos] 473.273 p Lanao dal Sur 313505 maoa 240639 756.106 ware 
Maguindanao sow 255225 635819 72 628 31205 
Regione agas: zasos 5.151201] 435103 amsor Sus 108754 28828 — 1891 8.506 vun 
An "B2 azaro sasis 78904 dex» 48 4 Taw: Tow ameo 18952 asao) aaz mon am 
Ambayo an sawe MaMa) 405.443, pr 
Capiz me2u za TMAm| ema 507.023 


GRAND TOTAL aomas Zilla 75000487 ES z 


CITIES 
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Local Government Unite Tos | Tet | Tota Total Net income| Local Government Unita Toi | total rare] T Netincome 
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Spsay mo Yo — 2| 2519 201308 dex 
Talay Som zus e 206857 Er 
Vicoras [E 476.700] 202,109 202,169 53989 


Spe 
Markina 
Monti 


DI 


A MAN 3001302 | 1.304840 pe E 
2arasi2 157407 | 1622201 p 200,197 
3300.115 saar | 1.051.000 1.700535 p 
4970356, 2705454| 4487311 1.251.527 205784 
973.752 041658) 3.60816 2867204 1.081.812 


2370958 1060.121 | 1280.030 1000797 100239 
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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
COMMISSION ON AUDIT 


Commonwealth Avenue, Quezon City 


FINANCIAL REPORTS OF MUNICIPALITIES 
NCR, REGION 1, CAR AND REGION 2 
Fiscal Year 2006 


(in thousand pesos) 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


“OBU ARIES ..... 3 FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2007 
iP 


Dar Beftoed Tess 
MA. THERESA M. ACOSTA 


(Wife of John I. Acosta) 
Died in the peace of the Lord on September 24, 2007 


Jesus Ledesma Jalandoni, ór. M eanet 


Herremains lieinstateat the Loyola Chapels Cubao. 


M There will be an 11:00 a.m. Mass at the Loyola Chapels 
Peacefully joined our Creator on September 25, 2007 Cubaoon September 29, 2007. 


at the age of 91. Interment will follow at the Loyola Memorial Park, 
Marikina onthe same day, 2:00 p.m. 


His loving wife, Angeles Soriano Jalandoni; children: ee Le nee 
Benny and Vicky (1), Pepet and Eileen, Jeri and Lulie, a 


Dee and Joey, Anna and Chris; e 


grandchildren: Jamie, Ming, Nicole, Miguel, Justin, Joseph, 3 p 3 


Angelo, Paolo, Matthew, Kristel, Isabelle, Marielle, Marga, ee 
Javier, Cara, Jaime. Kae “Bob” 9. Catalig 


oF Magno, Bulacan 


Son of the late Ex-Mayor of Tago Bulacan 
Any. Dominador Cali and Dra Mameria Catalig 


His remains lie in state at Capilla De La Virgen, San Antonio Parish, ee, comen igen ctr 
Forbes Park, Makati City. 


Interment will be after the 9:30 a.m. Mass on September 29, 2007. Fee re 


His remains ein state e emily ancestral San Juan, Hagonoy, Bulacan. 
| 


ttermeni wili be on October 
Baca afier the 200 PM man tSt John the Hape 


Please omit flowers. — 
P PETER C00 BENG TIAM QUE 
j ("PETER QUE") 


passed away in the Grace of our Lord 


on September 26, 2007 at the age of 66. 
» Death (Notice er een, 
e In loving memory : 


and Christopher: siblings John (t) & Raymunda (^) B 
Amelia Mistades Dumagat Ruby. Alice & Do r 
Died Sept. 26, 2007 at the age of 65. Se! and renes e 
readers to join them in pra 


Her body lies in state at her residence, ; d al Chapel 
ae MM N His body lies in state at Chapel D, Loyola Memorial Chapels, £ 


r " eer on Cd 2, Moria So wl ct Sqr 3 207 a 
ESMERALDA "Nene" E. AFRICA | misi (Sa 


365656 e 
Died in the Grace of our Lord * Macalino. 2X BASILIA “CELY” MUNIZ ABELEDA 


on September 25, 2007 at the age of 78. ee A Passed away on September 23, 2007 at the age of 77. 


May you rest in peace, bathed in God's light. state si Duce Forel HILARIA “NENE” MUNIZ ABELEDA 


B Homes, Jose Abad, 
May you sleep contented in the gentle arms of our Lord. . Passed away on September 26, 2007 at the age of 72. 

‘Their brothers Gomer, Ony and Rolly, sisters Nene and Becky, brother-in- 
Xm A Interment wi be on law, Pastor and sisters-in-law, Luming, Agnes and Millette, nephews and 
Her sole surviving sister Amada A. Unite September 29, nieces & relatives request the readers to pray for the cternal repose of their 


and children Charo, Telly, Clavel and Angelo; pe pee souls. 


Etemal Garden 
her most cherished best friend Erlinda R. Ureta; Memorial Park, Their remains lie in state at Chapel D, La Funeraria Paz, Araneta Avenue, 
2 Balntawak, OC. 


X B M Quezon Cit 
her sisters-in-law, nieces, nephews and grandchildren ER dj 


ee Interment will be on September 30, 2007 at the Himlayang Pilipino after the 
ask for your prayers for her eternal repose. celebration of the Holy Mass at 8:00 a.m. 


Beloved sister and friend Jan Pedro 


Her body lies in state at 117 Pres. L. Katigbak, Lipa City. 
Interment will be on Monday, October 1, 2007 
at Floral Garden Cemetery after the Holy Mass, 


2:00 pam. ar San Sebastian Cathedral: People, Events ¢ Products 


Lipa City, Batangas. 


Grand open house: Corinthian Executive Regency 


WAKE UP TO A REFRESHING Another Cityland Ortigas 
view of the metropolis... walk project on the rise is the 40- 
your way to the mall for fun story Grand Emerald Tower, a 
and exciting shopping spree, short distance away from The 
in just a few minutes..go to Corinthian. It will soon domi- 
your workplace without hav- nate three main 
ing to experience traffic avenues—Emerald, Garnet 
= during rush hours... or simply and Ruby Streets. With both 
relax and unwind after a projects’ accessibility to MRT 
day's work in the comfort of and main thoroughfares like 
2% your own home. Experience Ortigas and Edsa, The Grand 
all these pleasures in one Emerald Tower and The 
of Santa Ana, Manila roof... The Corinthian Execu- Corinthian Executive Regency 
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